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PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 


In every country individuals arc to be found wlu) occupy 
themselves in endeavours to discover the means of ulleviatinii; 
pain, and of curing diseases* In Europe especially, the dif- 
ferent countries were so connected together as to enable the 
physician to profit by the discoveries of his neighbours, and 
the historian to trace the progress of the sciences among the 
various races of mankind from the Indus to the Alhmlic, and 
from the time when medicine emerged from the obscurily of 
ancient fable to the present age. During this long piniod we 
know the individuals and the peo])le who have added lo our 
medical knowledge, and can prove that all these dilferent s\ s- 
terns have a common source ; being origimJly dgrived from 
the family of ocrates. Those distinguished benefactors of 
mankind firs mined the nature and treatment of diseases, 
and reduced t.. . :oi^ the various phenomena of the human 
body. The Grecian i^hilosophers were assisted by the 
Egyptian sages, who appear to have cbtained much of their 
knowledge from some mysterious nation of the cast. Egyiit, 
after having had her institutions destroyed by the sword of 
the conqueror, became the seat of Grecian learning ; which 
was afterw ards transferred to the east, where under the foster- 
ing care of the Caliphs of Bagdad medicine was culti\ate(i 
with diligence and success. It received still farther addit ions 
from the east ; and thus improved it was conveyed by the 
Muhammadan conquerors into Spain. From thence it w.is 
communicated to other parts of Europe ; where it has exc r 
cised the genius of many great men, with so much advanl.igi 
to suffering humanity. 

Among the sacred records of the Hindus there is a systiMu 
of medicine, prejiared at a very early period, tliat appears 
to form no part of the medical science, and is not supposed 
to have cnlighteneil the other nations of the earth : a sysh'r 
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for which the Hindus claim an aiiti(iuity far beyond the period 
to which the history of the licroic age is supposed to extend. 

The following coninientary is intended to describe the 
Hindu science of medicine. Insulated in their position, and 
residing in a rich and fruitful country, the Hindus appear to 
have been satisfied witli the knowledge and power which 
they had acquired at a very early period, and aflcctionately 
attached to their own country, they retained for ages their 
own opinions and practices, amidst \arious revolutions. 
Their country was repeatedly overrun by the Muhammadans, 
who destroyed and persecuted them with the most relentless 
cruelty, without making any impression on their religious 
belief, or diminishing the respect and veneration which they 
bore to their sacred records. Freed for a time from their 
persecutors, their luxuriant country quickly resumed its 
former fruitfulness ; and the intelligent and industrious in- 
habitants, under peaceful and sagacious princes, n ho pnimo- 
ted the happiness of their subjects rather than increased 
their own power hy conquest, were soon restored to their 
former prosperity. The description of the medical profession 
by a people, so remarkable for the early period at which 
they reached an advanced slate of pon cr and learning, must 
be interesting, as it will enable us to i:race the extent and 
modifications of civilization in a nation unconnected with 
any other, and instnxtive as pointing out the means by 
^,'hich such an advancement in the social state was accom- 
plished. 

In tracing the progress of Philosophy among such a peo- 
ple, it is necessary to observe, that human nature exhibits a 
general resemblance among all nations ; w hile the absence of 
absolute identity, is accounted for by the influence of climate, 
habits, customs, and political state. Hence there exists a 
certain resemblance in the general speculations of dififerent 
nations, which, however erroneous in many respects, must 
be ackjiowledged to have some foundation as regards the 
fiicts upon which they are based. This will be pointed 
out in the following work, and will be of use as defining, 
with more exactness, particular opinions. Doubtful facts 
in medicine may thus be illustrated and established, and 
listant analogies between tenets detected, which \vill corro- 
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borate the testimony of history^ and lead us to compare those 
first principles^ upon which systems are founded. With this 
intention I propose^ in the following work, to follow the 
classification pursued by the Hindus, in some of their minor 
particulars, and shall add as much of their reasoning on 
facts, as will enable the reader to understand their system ; 
but, in order that the value of these ancient records may be 
better appreciated, I have reduced the medical knowledge of 
the ancient Hindus to what I suppose to be, the order best 
adapted for exhibiting its real value. 

In a second part, it is my intention to trace the decline of 
the medical profession in India, and the best means of 
removing the state of ignorance, which now prevails over the 
whole of Hindustan. 

This work has grown upon me imperceptibly. Interested 
in the History of the medical science, for a number of 
years I had employed my leisure in noting the development 
of systems in different schools and nations, and was induced 
at an early period of my residence in Bengal, to examine 
the Hindu medical Shastras. I translated and compared 
what I considered the most valuable parts of different manu- 
scripts, when I found that ray materials had accumulated so 
much, that they wer^* too bulky for my original purpose ; it 
then occurred to me tha*, the following commentary might be 
worthy of being published separately, as containing interest- 
ing information, which had not liitherto been placed before the 
^ ublic. An accomplished scholar had indeed given an interest- 
ing account of Hindu opinions regarding certain diseases ;* 
a persevering traveller had afforded a sketch of certain opi- 
nions contained in the Hindu medical Shastras, as translated 
into the Tibetan language ;t an antiquarian, and a distin- 
guished physician had given some of their peculiar opinions, 
as found in the medical works of the south of India ;J and 
an able lecturer had combined all this information with im- 

* Professor Wilson, Tran. Med. and Phy. Society Calcutta, vol. 
1, Oriental Magazine for March, 1823. 

•f Mr. A. Soma de Koros, Journal Asiatic Society, Calcutta ; No. 
37, January, 1835. 

X Dr. Heyne’s Tracts on India, and Ainslie’s Materia IVIedica 
Indica, Lond. — £b. 
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purtant additions of Ids own ;* but a coinprelieiisivc view of 
their system of medicine, which it is the intention of the 
present work to supply, is still w^anting to complete our 
information on the subject. 

While other branches of Hindu philosophy have been 
made the frequent subject of discussion, and much that 
is curious and important has been discovered by European 
philosophers, it is remarkable into what neglect the medi- 
cal Shastras have fallen ; from the contempt with which 
the comiuerors of Hindustan regarded the scientific know- 
ledge of the Hindus. This explains, why their system of 
medicine w’as despised, and their works neglected, and for- 
gotten. When the English student directed his attention to 
the Sanskrit language, he seldom extended his examination 
to the medical Shastras, with which the brahmans were 
rarely conversant ; and when he did study the subject, it was 
in a cursory manner, and he in general was incompetent 
to judge of the real value of such professional works. Under 
such circumstances Sir William Jones asserts, that there 
is no evidence that in any language of Asia there exists one 
original treatise on medicine considered as science.^^ Even 
Medicine and Surgery,’^ says Mill, to the cultivation of 
which so obvious and powerful an ’uterest invites, have 
scarcely, beyond the degree of moi uncultivated tribes, at- 
tracted the rude understandings of the Hindus.” 

Tlie following Commentary on the most ancient records of 
the Hindu medicine w ill sufficiently refute such opinions ; 
and will at the same time prove, that these works contain 
much that is interesting and instructive. 

Another cause, which produced the neglect of the Hindu 
Medical Science on the part of the Muhammadan conquerors 
of Hindustan, is that they were so prepossessed in favor of their 
on 11 system of medicine, as to have little respect for that of 
a vanquished pcopl* . More lately, the diffusion of the Eu- 
ropean system of *uvdicine operated as a discouragement to 
the study of the Sanskrit works ; and the prejudice against 
the national system grew stronger, as the ancient Medi- 
cal Works became more inaccessible from their rarity, 
and imperfect copies were substituted, as the ignorance of 
* Rin on the antiquity of Hindu medicine, 1838 . 



ilic people incroa^socl. The expense of drugs was also eonsi- 
tlerable, and the difficulty of procuring them genuine heeaine 
greater, as they were less souglil after and apj)reeia1e(l, whirls 
led to the introduction of inferior suhslitutes. Tims eonndenre 
in these medical prescriptions diminished still more ; and the 
foiiscqiiencc of such neglect was, to increase the prejudice 
against the ancient science e\eii among the niiulns,aiul to lead 
to the suhslitutioii of superstition and c|uackery. The sys- 
tem of Bhutaredya, wliieh inclnded the oiTering nj) of eerlain 
jirajTrs and incuntations, was introduced ; as well as tlu' 
^^ ()rshippillg of village gods, for tlie cure of diseases, as pi«o- 
per medical assistance became more difiieult, to meet tlu* 
pressing wants of the people. The native ])racTiee of 
medicine may now he said to be in this lamentable state 
of depression over all Ilindustrm ; hut, it was far other- 
wise, as cultivated by the ancient Hindus. A very few 
practitioners may still be found in the neighhourhooil of 
I'ities, in the service of rich individuals in whose famiiic's 
the ancient treatises of their forefathei*s arc studied, aiul 
transmitted from generation to gc'neration. 1 have had 
the happiness of know ing such a family of licreditary ph\si- 
cians, ricli, independent, and much respected.* Among 
sneh, the ancient ^^*dical Works are so liighly x aliied ; 
that the influence of sta/.oii, rank, and money, will often he 
ineflectually exerted in procuring these inamiseripts. In 
some cases, it is even diflieult to o]>taii) penjiission to copy 
such works, at the owners house ; from a belief that all 
the good to be derived from tiieir possession, which God hail 
hestow^ed on the individual and his family, would vanisli 
on the work being sold, or even the ])rccepts commimicaled 
to nnauthorized individuals. 

The climate, and the materials of which these ancieid. 
Works are composed, render them very liable t<)])e destri»y- 
ed. Some are already lost, and the dillieulty of procuring 
correct copies of the remainder, is yearly increasiitg. Un- 
ler these circumstances, it is believed that the foHo^^ing 
Gop.imoiitary will be considered interesting, as embody' 

’ After some emjuiry 1 find there are not move (ban four or li\e 
•croons, in (his part of India, who are aerpiainted with the Iliuilo 
Medieal Shuslras. 
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ijii;* rill llmt is (•i>nsi(loro(l worthy of prost'rvaiion in tlic rin- 
ciont Hindu inrdical wiiUnfirs. Theso t iv:it isos appear to have 
been prepared at. a very early date. In order to investii^atc 
this very important fact, it will be necessary to make a few 
remarks on the history, liti'rature, chronology, and sciences 
of the Hindus ; whicli are all so combined with each other, 
and interwoven with their theology, as to require elucidation, 
before the originality of their medical system can be proved, 
some of their theoritical notions understood, and the probable 
age determined, in which the medical writings were prepared. 

I,s7. Ilistnnj, That portion of the Caucasian race of man- 
hind, which inhabited the fertile plains south of the lofty 
range of mountains- extending eastward from the Caspian 
Sea, and forming the northern bonudaiy of modern Hindu- 
stan, was probably the original stock of the Hindu nation 
a nation whicli from the most ancient testimon}^, as well as 
from tlie character of its social institutions, is considered to 
have been coeval with the first formiitiou of men into social 
communities. These early inhabitants of the world increased 
so rapidly in number and power, that at the ieraof the build- 
ing of Babel, they are described as journeying from the 
East and, as resolving, on their arrival in the land of 
Shinar, to build a city and tower, whose top may reacli into 
heaven.^^ From them, and from hir great progenitor, Shein, 
Ahr.diam probably obtained all the learning then known. 

It was tlic knowledge acquired by the privileged class of 
hralinians, and the habits of industry of the other classes, 
joined to their skill in addingto the comforts and elegancies 
of life, that explained the power and riches of these eastern 
nations at that remote period, and which caused them to 
he regardc<l as proverbially possessed of the wisdom of 
the East,” (1 Kings ch. iv., v. 30.) Little, however, was 
kno'vn of the Hindu nation previous to the coiuquest 
Alexander. That great monarch carried his arms beyond 
the Indus; and one of his successors, Seleucus Nicator, 
advanced as far as the Ganges. It is interesting to not/ 
the language of the historian of the Macedonian hero. 
After his victory over Piiriis, Alexander, in his harangue lo 
bis troops, assures them, that liny 'vero now going ti» 
enter those famous countries so abimdaiit in riches, that 
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cve*i what they had found and scon in Persia would appear 
as nothin'^ in comparison to them/’ (Quintus Curtins, lib. 
X., ch. 1.) Herodotus, Diodorus, and Airian, describe the 
strength of the Hindu armies, the number of their war- 
charic.ts, the excellence of their arms and appointments, and 
the strength of their fortresses ; and Strabo and Plutarch 
agree with them in asserting the liigli state of civilization to 
which India had tlien attained ; and that it was full of large 
and rich cities, had roads with mile-stones, and inns for the 
accommodation of travellers, and carried on a considerable 
trade with tlieir neighbours. 

A people, who had distinguished thciuscb es at such an 
early age, by their power and riches, as well as by their 
successful cultivation of the sciences, may be supposed to 
liavc studied udth much cure the means of suecouring the 
wounded and maimed, of alleviating pain, and curi?\g diseases. 
The Hindu history of inedielne proves tliis to have been the 
ease ; for one of the fourteen rainasy or precious objects, 
which their gods are believed to have produced by churning 
the ocean, was a learned j>hysieian. This proves of what 
importance they considered the licaling art, and accords with 
the opinion of the best informed of the ancients. Arrian in- 
forms us, that, in the expedition of Alexander to India, the 
Grecian physicians foil d no remedy against the bites of 
snakes ; but the Indians cured those who happened to fall 
under that misfortune.’^ For this reason,” Nearchus tells 
us, Alexander, having all the most skilful Indians about his 
person, caused proclamation to be made throughout the 
camp, that wliocver might be bitten by one of those snakes 
should forthwith repair to the royal pavilion to be cured. 
These physicians are also said to have made other cures ; but, 
as the inhabitants have a very temperate climate, tliey arc not 
subject to many varieties of disease. However, if any among 
them feel themselves much indisposed, they apply to their 
Sophists (brdhmans), who, by wonderful, and even more than 
human means, cure whatever will admit of it.”* 

2d. Literature. The Sanskrit language, so majestic, so 
richly reflected, and so ancient, is still I'icwed as the lui- 

* Arrtau’s Indian History, Edited by ^Ir. Brooke, Loud. 172.n, 
vol. ii. ch. 15, p« 232. 



VIU 


uonal ian.j^iiagc, iiol only from its bciiui^ that in nliic’h llu 
oldest works in Indian literature arc composed^ but also us it 
wiis at one lime tlie lans^ua^e of a considerable pari of India, 
especially of those rci^ions near tiu’ Gani^i‘s, as the Province 
of Baluir, in which were laid the scenes of many of the most 
ancient Indian poems. 

The early period at which Sanskrit was cultivated, and the 
success willi which the study was iittended, prove the i^real 
capacity of those who made it the o])jeet of j)arsuit. In some 
cases, it seems to have Ijcen blended with other lanj^ua^cs, 
and ill otliers it probalily absorbed the dialects of the abori- 
gines. Its analogy to the languages with which scholars are 
familiar, and its connection with the local religion, arts, and 
sciences, like those of Greece and Rome, render the stndv ex- 
ceedingly interesting, and excite a desire to become ae<juaiiit- 
cd with its literary remains, containing as they do mcimirials 
of an ancient theology, of poetry, science, and philosophy, 
whieli have exerted an inlluenee over the most dislingnishetl 
nations of antiquity, and to which even Europe is indebted 
for the nidiiuents of her learning, 

ik/. Chronotom/, The lliiulvis divide llieir Clrronology into 
four ages (yugs). The three first were probaiily faneiful. 
During each of these ages, mankind was supposed to have 
lost a part e(iaal to one fimrth of tr* and moral reeiitude, 
until the last, or wicked age (kali yug), in which man becomes 
wholly d(']>raved and sinful. It is probable tliat the second age 
(dwapar yig), is tlie renovated world, described by Closes, in 
w hich we find a cliaos, or the w reck of a former w'orld, upon 
the surface of which moved the S[)irit of God. The Straijant^ 
hhara^ Adimo, or Adoiu, w as the man-woman of the Hindus ; 
W'lio was separated into a male and female, like our first 
parents, and became the first progenitors of inankiiul. Ry 
both accounts, tlie life <>f man extended to one thousand 
years ;* and the days of their gods were as a thousand years of 
mortals, to wdiich St. Peter seems afterwards to allude.t 
The Hindus pretend that the present age, or kali yug, be- 
gan in the year B. C. 3101 ; or with tlie entrance of the smi 
into the sign the first of the 27 Nakahalnifi^ or man- 

’*• Melhusalcni died at llr* ageof iiiue hundred uud ,'i\ty-uiuc yeiii.j 
t iSecoud General Episile, eh. iii. v . 
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sions of the fixed lunar zodiac. This is now considered to 
be merely an assumed era. According to Menu^ Noah 
lived in the third or in the beginning of the fourth yiiga, 
when the age of man was fixed at one hundred years. The 
long Interval that intervened before oral traditions were re- 
corded in written characters, anU the advancement which 
such a step proved, accounts for the pride which marked 
these first efforts of genius ; and the superiority which such 
a knowledge indicates, explains the authority which the 
Brfihmans usurped. As these sages were occupied in the 
investigation of the operations of nature, they soon acquired 
great authority from their being likewise employed in the ser- 
vice of the divinity, to whom they were regarded as allied in 
friendship, and from whom they were supposed to have derived 
their accurate knowledge. This is said to be so extensive that 
their geometry, arithmetic, and astronomy, surpassed that 
of Ptolemy ; their music that of Phythagoras ; their mechanics 
that of Archimedes ; their theology that of Plato ; and their 
logic that of Aristotle.^^ In proof of the early and high civiliza- 
tion of the Indians, Colonel Call, chief engineer at Madras, 
states as follows : It may safely be pronounced that no part 
of the world has more marks of antiquity for arts, sciences, and 
civilization, than the peninsula of India, from the Ganges to 
Cape Comorin. I thiu’- the carvings on some of the Pago- 
das and Choultries, as well as the grandeur of the work, 
exceeds any thing executed now-a-days, not only for the de- 
licacy of the chisel, but the expense of construction, consi- 
dering, in many instances, to wiiat distances the component 
parts were carried, and to what heights raised/^* 

Nor do the Hindus appear to have derived their knowledge 
from any of their neighbours. The Greeks were the only 
people from whom they could have borrowed their informa- 
tion ; but, besides the distance, and the absence of fre(|uent 
communication between the two countries, the Hindus were 
naturally so averse to travelling, and so little desirous of in- 
tercourse with foreigners, their having borrowed their litera- 
ture seems to stand on an exceedingly slender basis. 

4th. Sciences . — ^The knowledge the Hindus possessed of 
niedicirie, as wtU as of the other sciences, may, therefore, 
Philosophical Transnetionsi vol. Ixii. p. 354. 
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bo coHsitlercil iis forming ;i criterion by which wc may 
judge of their pretensions to originality. The date of their 
astronomical tables cannot now be determined, but their 
accuracy is uiKpicstionable. According to their astronomy the 
Zodiac was divided into twenty-seven constellations; the eclip- 
tic into signs, degrees, and minutes ; the planes of the sun and 
moon, the length of the solar year, the accelerated motion of 
the moon, the inequality of the precession of the eipiinoxes, 

was probably obtained by the Europeans from the Hin- 
dus, and formed the foundation of the astronomical know- 
ledge, which Avas improved and extended by the genius of the 
west. 

The Hindu notions of Philosophj^ are likewise original, and 
as they explain some of their opinions regarding the physiolo- 
gy of the body, or microcosm, I shall add a few remarks on 
this curious sidqect. According to the Hindu philosophers 
space was first created by Brahma,^' in which the five ele- 
ments of the material world (etlier, air, fire, water, and 
earth), t 'V('re confusedly mingled together. He separated 
them, ai'< signed to each its proper place, for the perform- 
ance of bfiice. He first separated the subtile ether, 
which has the quality of conveying sound, from which was 
derived the pure and potent air, a vehicle of scents, and en- 
dowed it M’itb the (p\aV\ty of tduc^ . and sound ; from ether 
proceeded light or fire, making objects visible, dispelling 
gloom, and had the qualities of figure, touch, and sound. 
From light proceeded water, with the quality of touch, sound, 
colour, and taste ; and from water was deposited earth, with 
the (pialities of touch, sound, colour, taste, and smell. In 
each of the elements of organs was contained more or less of 
the qualities of happiness, action, and inertness. From 
satwa-ijun, the first ([uality in space, ai'ose the power of 
hearing, in n hich organ is contained much of the element 
of pure ether, ami in this manner the perception of sound is 
conveyed to the soul by means of the mind ; air, in like man- 

Brahma the Great God ; Faramdtmu (<t<rsrT^l), the 

Supremo Being ; Pradhdnn Nature ; Pshwara (^^), the 

Supreme Buler of the Universe. 

t See ])ni:e .‘>0. 
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ner^ conveys the sense of touch or feeling through the skin ; 
fire, sight through the eye ; water, taste through the tongue ; 
and earth, smelling through the nose to the souU The 
M^ho^e of these five elements, and their functions, give birth 
to the power of thought and decision. From the second, or 
active quality {Raja-gun) in space, arose speech ; from the 
same quality in air, arose the power of the hands ; in light, 
that of the feet ; in water, that of generation ; and, in matter, 
that of expulsion. The five senses, the five organs of action, 
the heart, which comprises sense and action with mind, are 
animated by the soul from the embryo state. 

The soul desires knowledge, and, through the channel of 
the mind, acts on vision, and produces the perception of 
visible objects ; tlirough the ear, the perception of sound ; 
through the skin, touch, &c. It invigorates the five active 
members, the five perceptive members, five elements, 8cc. It 
is pure, beholds everything as an indifferent spectator, while 
united with matter ; in the same way as the eye is affected 
by light, the pot of water by the fire, iron by the magnet, 
fire by fuel, the shadow by the substance, the arrow by the 
string of the bow, so does the Divine particle act through the 
material organic world. 

The soul, when it exists in the body, has the qualities of 
piety, morality, and justice, — of happiness and misery, — of 
continence and lust, — of anger, folly, arrogance, avarice, anti 
ignorance, — of energy, breathing, dejections, will, and un- 
derstanding, — of mental judgment, memory, knoivledge, ef- 
fort, and sensibility. 

The combination of the soul and hotly gives rise to the 
different dispositions of persons, which are derived from Pri- 
kritiy or Nature. 

1st. A happy disposition {Saiwa-gun)^ is said to be derived 
from Vishnu.-^ If, in excess, it affords light, and produces 
knowledge and happiness, the person avoids bad, and strives 
to perform good actions ; he has patience ; is a lover of truth, 
holiness, faith, knowledge, and understanding ; has no bad 
desire; possesses a good memory; is • charitable, just, firm, 

* From Sa/wa, good, and gtm, a quality, 
t From risA, to overspread. 



ciiul is devoid of anger ; is coiitcnled, and without uviinei : 
hence, when (from wisdom) appears at all 

ih(' gates of the body, it iiulicates that Satwa-gun predomi- 
nates witliin. When such a person dies, his soul is conveyed 
to the regions of those immaculate beings who arc acquainted 
witli tlic Most High. He becomes a Deva. 

2d. An active disposition {Raja-gunY^ proceeds from 
Brahma^ and signifies desire, the love of gain, industry, and 
commencement of works : and produtvs unhappiness w hen 
in excess. Such a person is miserable, inquiet, unforgiving, 
and |>ervaricali!ig. He has no mercy ; is liauglity, proud, 
lascivious, intemperate, passionate, changeable, and covetous. 
When a person with sueli a disposition dies, his soul re-ani- 
matos another body of a different and inferior nature. 

yd. When an inert or wicked disposition {Tuma-giu})'\ is 
in excess, it proceeds from Siva ; and is indicated by a want 
of eyergy and love of retirement, secrecy, and distraction of 
thought ; lie neither believes in God nor in another state of 
existence ; he is a great sinner ; is without understanding or 
knowledge, so as to be unable to take care of his wealth ; and 
is sensual, slot hful, procrastinating, and stupid. When such 
a person dies, his soul is conceived again in the womb of 
irrational animals. 

Kaeli of these dis])osilions coniine, the incoiTiiptible spirit 
of the body. The i<a(wu-giu)n being pure, clear, and free 
from defects, iiispiri's the soul with sweet and pleasant con- 
sequences — the fruit of wisdom. The Raja-gtm is of a pas- 
sive nature, arising from the effects of uorldly tlesire, and 
imprisons the soul with the sense of sloth, intoxication, 
and the feidings produced by action. ^'i^e Tama-gua^ 
being the offspring of ignorance, is tJie confoiiiider of all the 
faculties of llie mind. As one or other of these (jualities [ire- 
dominates so will the eliaraeter of the individual be formed. 

The harmonious acUoi» of the live elements and their (piali- 
tics constitutes healtli ; and thr increase or diminution of one 
or more of the humors, formed from the elements, produces 
disease. To reduce these humors when superabundant, and 
increase them when wanting, were the principles upon whieli 

* From Rajat to desire, and quality, 
t From Tama, darkness, and tjau, (juality. 
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their system of citrc was based. To accomplish these objects 
a strict regimen was enforced, and certain articles of food and 
particular medicines were prescribed to increase or diminish 
these elements according as they were supposed to have de- 
viated from the healthy proportion.* 

Another peculiarity of the Hindu belief is the supposed 
separation of the human race into four classes in order that 
they might be multiplied. Each of these classes has differ- 
ent qualities, distinctions, and occupations. 

1st Class. — ^The Brahmans, the emblems of wisdom, 
proceeded from Brahmans mouth ; and their occupation is 
to pray, to read, and to instruct. 

2nd Class. — The Khetriya, the emblem of strength, came 
from his arms ; and they are destined to hold the land, to 
defend, and to govern. 

3rd Class. — The Baishya (or epitome of nourishment) are 
sprung from Brahmans navel ; and their province is to culti- 
vate the land, to traffic ; and, by these means to providi^ 
man, in the social state, with the necessaries of life. 

4th Class. — ^Thc Sudra, the emblem of subjection, pro- 
ceeded from BralmuVs feet; and arc intended to labour, to 
serve, to travel, Ac. 

As the Brahmans v’erc allowed to marry into the other 
classes, there were, at ua early period, other distinetions to 
be made. The offspring of the Brahman with tlie daughter 
of a Baishya, was called Ambasta, or, more commonly, 
Baidya ; and it is stated in Menu, that their profession is 
Medicine. 

The early age at which this division of the Hindu nation in- 
to castes took place, each of which was devoted to a particular 
branch of the useful or ornamental arts, rapidly accelerated 
the advancement of knowledge. It enabled this people to 
accumulate the experience of generations, and to acquire a 

♦ “There is a class of physicians,” according to Megasthenes, 

among the Germanes (Brahmans) who rely most on diet and regimen, 
and next on external applications, having a great distrust of the effects 
of more powerful modes of treatment. They arc also said at tliat early 
period (about A. D. 300) to have employed charms in aid of tlxeir medi- 
»'incb.” (Strabo, lib. w.) 



of i*\]K’rhK‘ss, and lo dc\Tlo|H’ an cxlcnl of iiii>;cnuil y, 
lliiil, 1‘vcii ill IIk' present advanced slate of the arts in Eu- 
rope, has scarcely lieen cipialled. The distinctions of sects 
likewise enabled the nation to set apart the most distingnish- 
eil class, in order that they mie;ht devote themselves to the 
aeipiisition of kno\vled<xe ; and the Brahmans thus became, 
like the Druids and Monks of Europe, at a much later pe- 
riod, the <:;real improvers, and, by their skill and enterprise, 
tane^ht tin' nation how much happiness and comfort mii^hl 
be extracli’d from the rich resmirces of nature. The know- 
h'di^e of a remedy to assnai^e pain, or of a principle in the 
jircM'ntion or Ciiri' ol a disease, was too important a disco- 
\crv not to be rei*nrded ; and the ph\sicians were so sensible 
of the \ast im|)oitance of such knoa ledn’c. as to seek not 
only to retain them in tiieir families but. likt'wlse to test their 
accuracy, and to modify and e\leml them accordingly to tlu'ir 
own CN’poriciu'c. 

The dilhcullics of the subject, and the importance ol 
health, wliili' these induced the Hindu saiiyes to accnmulali 
oliservations, must have provi'd to tlu'in tlie weakin'ss oftluni 
unassisted faculties, and their ieynoraiice of llu* operations of 
nature, which led them to call in the assistance of tlieir i;ods 
either as jiractitloncrs, or as counsi'Ilors. 

'riic follo'vin^ are the names of ilindu iiyods, who were 
su[)|»osed to possess a knowledge of the medical jirofession. 
ilrahuKu the creator, or rreativi' principle. 

the destroyer, or destroy ing principle, 

Imlra^ the king of hea\en. 
the god of llie snii. 

Dhannuintan^ the great ph\sieian, king of Benares. 
^Lshtriii'ihinuiras^ the twin pliNsieians of the gods. 
naka^ the rrajdpitfi, 
fa — Obree . 

5, Baradusa. 

,, Paniaara* 

• "This wus more natural from their behoving that sickness \va> .» 
^roof of guilt of the person in the pn.M iit or in a ibniicr ^tato of cxisl* 
eiico ; <o i 'ul oven lu the tunc of Alox.naloi il ^va^ coiiMdored 
•;r,iOL'lul foi the ho)} ^ophi5^l^ (!)r;dllllilll'^ ) lo bcMiK . and ihoy jml an 
• ml to ihem&cbes wiicn they fell into that culamil>. '.SUubo, lib w’ '' 
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No goddess of medicine is represented as having flourished 
until at a late period, when the small-pox made its appear- 
ance and committed great ravages in Hindustan. 

Particular gods are supposed to superintend different parts 
of the body, and it is to them that prayers are offered up be- 
fore operations are performed or medicines exhibited. The 
following are the chief of their gods : 


Ungi, fire, superintends tlie 

tongue. 

Bdyu, air, 

99 

life. 

Indra, firmament, .... 

99 

strength. 

Baruna, water, 

99 

understanding. 

Surytty sun, 

99 

sight. 

Chandra, moon, .... 

99 

understanding 

Vishnu, preserver,. . . . 

99 

courage. 

Brahma, creator, .... 

99 

soul. 

Samudra, ocean, .... 

99 

navel. 

Dhruba, stars, 

99 

eyebrows. 

These are the chief, although all the gods have particular 


duties assigned to them to answer particular ends, and are 
accordingly propitiated in their several characters. 

These deities were supposed, at different periods, to have 
taken compassion on the sufferings of their weak and erring 
creatures on earth, and communicated to a few favored mor- 
tals, the means of pre* anting and curing diseases. The 
following are the principal medical works that were thus im- 
parted to the Hindus : 

1. The Ayur Veda\% the most ancient system of medicine, 
and is of the highest authority. The age in which it was 
written is not known, and fragments only of the MS. are 
now procurable. From the terseness of the descriptions, 
there is said to have been considerable difficulty in under- 
standing it, and many commentaries were written on the sub- 
ject, and it is to them alone we have to refer. In the first 
part of thf following work I have given an account of this 
curious Veda, which is said to have been prepared by Brahma 
in the Satya Yug. 

2. The second work, called Ayugranta, is said to have 
been written by Siva in the Treia Yuga. Part of this work 
is said to be recorded in some of the Taniras. 

3. The nature of medicines and disciises is treated of iji 
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SOUK* of tlio Panunm, jKn ticMihirly in tlie ([tjni Pftnht, I'boM 
works wove jiivpan'd liy PePlvs and lUshis^ uiid/ somcH| 
llunn arv still prorurablv. 

J. \\V find th(' nainrs of llio followinijf autliors in tin* JMo- 
ho/Mmta;'^' tluy air said to liav(‘ (lonrislicd undvr YtffUtis- 
/liira, in thr bvi^innini; of tin* Zw/// Viff/a. 


Name ol’tlic Work. 


Author’s Xame. 1 

1 

1 

Found. 

i 

jsuj>pos(*d to he 
! eoverahle. 

Atiyn 

b'glii llesa 1 

('hnrak;i j 

Mliila 

lAtri SaiigiiH . . . 

('liaruka 

1 

• * ‘ 1 

. . Hilda 'J antra. 

tliil iikaruit 

1 

. . khitukarim Tanti':i 

kaiMsaru 

i 

. . 'Parusani {Sangita. 

IfmltJi 

K;'irj)}U‘i 

niuuuMiutari .... 1 
Siislinitn 1 

1 Ilarita Sangiti'i. . . 

Susbruta 

. . i 

. . j Kurpari Tantra. 


TJiosc vvorks air supposed to have' bikini pr(‘pan‘d I)y ililb i- 
ont MuffiSf on the plan in a great measure' of llu‘ orii^inal 
Aynr Veda, The anatomical part appears to have been pre- 
pared from actual disseetiem. The f^ llowing is a list of tin 
principal medical work.s which are now found in Himlustaii, 
aftt'r the great works of Charaka and SnshnUif. 1'liey an* 
arranged in tlie probable order in which tliey were prepared 


Aupadhanaha, a sy.stcin of Surgery. 

Aurabhra, 

D(». 

Bhila Tantra, a system of Medicine. 

Jatukarna Sangita, 

Do. 

Parasara, 

Di>. 

Iljvrita, 

Do. 

Bhagavat:i, 

Do. 

Bhava-prakasa^ 

Do. 

T< id rananda^ 

Do. 

Chakradatta, 

Do. 

PrachararantabaFu 

Do. 

Sarangadhara, 

Do. 


IVntfeii, (fcronhity la Bt^ulhj^ A. IJ Ooo 
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Rajaiiirgliaiita^ a system of Materia Medica. 

Chakradatta^ Do. 

Drabyaguna, a commentary on the last work, 

Mddhaba Nidaiia, a system of Nosology. 

Bangaja Ratnabali^ a system of Pharmacy. 

Rrisa Ratiiakar, treats of metallic preparations. 

Rasendrachintainani^ Do. 

Rasendrakalpadruma^ Do. 

Madhumati; a system of Medicine.* 

The names of Dlninwantari, who is also called tlu? King 
of Benares (Kasi Raja) or Debadasa, is found slated with 
those of Charaka and Sushruta in poems written in the time 
of Nala Raja. These poems are allowed^ from internal evi- 
dences, to be of great antiquity. In Charaka the names of the 
Muni8’\ appear to have flourished before nly tliology was intro- 
duced into the Hindu system of religion j as these names have 
no connection with the names of their gods, who were after- 
W'ards most probably introduced by degrees, as the various 
objects and operations of nature were deified and named 
by their votaries. Professor Wilson supposed j: that from 
the Charaka and Sushruta being mentioned in the Puninas, 
the ninth or tenth century is the most modern limit of our 
conjecture ; while the style of the authors, as well as theii 
having become the her^..es of fable, indicate a long anterior 
date. One commentary on the text ^f Sushruta, made b\ 
Ubhalta, a Casluuerian, is probably f)S old as the twelftli or 
thirteenth century, and his comment, it is known, was pre- 
ceded by others,^^ Dr, Royle, in his Essay on the Anti- 
t|uity of Indian Medical Scienco,^^ has cited passages from 
the Latin translations of Avicenna, Rhazes, and Serapioii, 
in which the Charaka is incntionod. Professor Wilson U of 
opinion, that the Arabians of the eighth century cultivated 
the Hindu Works on Medicine before those of the Greeks ; 
and tiiat the Charaka, the Sushruta, and the treatise called 
Nidana, &c., were translated and studied by the Arabians in 
the days of Uaniii and Mansur (A. D. 773), either from the 

« See also Sir Wbitclaw AinsHc’s Materia Indica, vol. ii. p. 491' 
f‘ See Note on Mill’s History of India, vol. ii. p. 232. 

^ See Sir \V. Jones' preface ; and Moimtstuart Elphiiislone’s 
Kory of India, vol. i. p. 42/ vt 
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(ini' mills, m more probiiiily ii*om Iriiiishitioiis niiule itt Ji sIjI! 
earlier period info l!i(‘ of Persia.'’' 

Others supj)os<‘ that the Vedas were conipili’<l in the four- 
teentli century before Christt (sec Asiatic llcsciirehcs, voL 
viii. p. 4S^)), and the ^I'nar Vtda supplement added proba- 
bly some eiMituries jiflerwards, about the time of Menu’s code 
of laws (H. C. IKK)?). 

Tliis remarkable code appears to hav(' been wrlltim at, ;i 
time wluMi the prejudices of caste, did not (‘.vist ; and 
whiMi look i M i;* iit the Sun or strokiiif^ ii cow sulbcient. to 
purify a person wlio had touched a huniiin bone. 

As the result of the abo\e remarks it apjiears that lit a very 
ciirly iii^e the Hindus liiid made mueu i»rcater ;oivancis in 
eiv ili/ation, and the arts and scitmees t h:m any laher Jineiem 
people; iind while tlie mitions of ilu‘ west havil been slow iy 
advaneini;* in civilization dnriiii;’ the hist two Ihonsaiid Ncms. 
the Hindus, ]>y the dc[)rcssiny^ iidlu(‘U(‘e of hjrei'^ii sid'jn.;M 
tion, arc at present in a low’er social (*omlition th.!!; tlj w aj>' 
pe»ir to have been in, three centuries befor'the (’llri^‘i.ni era. 
It was most pr()l)ahly at tliis early period that they ^tlldi^‘d 
the lu‘idin< 4 ‘ art with such success as to (mable them to (in - 
duel' systematic works on medicine, derived from tliat source 
of knowledge which the pn'judicc of mankind is so much 
opposed to. Susliruta informs ns ihat a learned pliN .^ieian 
must eoinbinc a knowledi^e of book.s, or theoretical knov\- 
ledice with ilissection of the iiuuian body, aud practice, '^i’liis 
explains why the ancient system of Hindu medicine was so 
complete in all its parts, and so permanent i.u its infiiiejiee 
and warrants the i iforenee that several centuries w ere rc- 
<|uired to form it.J 

In comparing these Medical AVorks, and compiling tlu' 

See tlie llemjirks by Professor Wilson on ibe Intli.m Physicians at iho 
Court of Hagdail; by Rev, W. Cureton. — Jvnvual of the Jt. A, Sotofi/, 
vol. vi. |>. 105. 

t Mr. Colebrookc arrived at this conclusion from a pas'sa^'c from the 
Jyotish of one of the Vrtas, v/licn the northern Solstitial point is 
reckoned to be in the middle of Aslvshu and the southern at the lje«rin- 
iiing of Sr/tvishtitff, or Dhmushtfut ; and then declares what he had 
elsewhere, shown that •* such was the situation of those cardinal points ui 
the Fourteenth Century before tlic (Christian era/’ 

i See Profesbor Wilson’s Note on Mill’s History of India, vol. ii. p, 232. 
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following Commentaries, I have rejected some portions a'i 
wortliless, while I retained all such parts us appeared peculiar 
ill theory, or important in practice. 1 have sometimes been 
obliged to restore passages altered by the carelessness or 
ignorance of compilers, or of commentators. It is probable 
other portions might have been omitted or enlarged with 
advantage ; I believe, however, it will be found, that I hare 
erred more frci|ncntly in the latter than in the former parti- 
cular. For arriving at the true meaning of words and ex- 
pressions, I have had the assistance of able Pandits, of these 
I must particularly mention the assistance I have derived 
from Abhaycharan Tarkapaiicheiian, now superintendent of 
the Bengali department of the College of Muhammad 
Mohsem, Hoogly, and of Madhusudaii Gupta, Lecturer of 
Anatomy to the Medical College, Calcutta, whose accurate 
Knowledge of the medical shastras is combined witli an ex- 
tensive knowledge of the sciences of Europe. 

To the general reader I beg leave to state, that I luive 
embodied what I conceived to be impoitant and curious 
in these most ancient records of medicine ; and I trust that 
the publication will be of use in removing that blind 
reverence which an imperfect knowledge of the Medical 
Sliastras is so liable to engender among the Native physicians, 
and which has operated most perniciously in retarding tin* 
advancement of knowledge ; while at the same time it will 
assist in giving the proper degree of credit to the ancient 
Hindu philosophers. An examination of their works will 
convey an idea of the extent and accuracy of tlic knowledge 
of the ancient Hindus, and will enable the physician to com- 
pare it with that of Europe, amongst its ancient inhabitants, 
as well as the moderns. As utility is the principal object of 
this compilation, I have added such remarks, as appeared to 
me important in illustrating the history of certain diseases, 
such as syphilis, small-pox, &c. 

The orthography and pronunciation of the Sanskrit pro- 
per names will be sufficiently correct if attention be paid to 
the following rules ; — 

1st. The consonants to be pronounced as in English. 

2rid. The vowels as in the Italian language. The long 
vowels will be distinguished by the following marks : 



,1 is to l)c soiiiiilod like .1 in papa, 
a . . :iy in say. 


I ... (•{• ill S('(', 

0 ... I) in So. 

n ... 00 in too. 

I ri‘"rot to find many I'ri'ors In the orllioi'rapliy of nanu's, 
iuid in one or two places (he .)pi!iion.s of the Moderns have 
lieen slated with tiiose of the Ancients. These errors wtndd 
not have oeeurred had I not been ohliijed, on aeeount ot ill 
licaltli, to leave India : and had I not on my return to this 
country^ been statioiii'd at a distance from Calcutta, as the 
u'ork j)a.ssed tiirouj,di the o.tss. I feel most grateful to 
tho.se friends >vho kindle, and ahlv, a.ssisted me in the 
emergency. 


Dacca j '^Ih September, IMo. 
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HINDU SYSTEM OF MEDICINE. 


BOOK I. 

) 111? BOOK WILL BE DEVOTED TO THE CONSIDBBATION OP THE OeIGIX 
AND IIlSTOEY OP MeDICINE ; OP THE EANE OP pRACtlTIONBEfi 
AND DUTIES OP TkACHERS ; OF THE CHARACTER AND DUTIES OP 

Pupils; op the duties op the Physician, Attendants, and 
Patient ; and of the Hbcompence of Pbactitionnis. 


CHAPTER I. 

Origin and History of Medicine, 

In the sacred works of the Hindus it is recorded that the four 
unmortal Vedas*, named Rig, Yajur, Sdma, and Atharva were 
recicived from Bramln^ one having been produced from each of his 
four mouths. These works were the original code of divine legisla- 
1 ion, and contained all the knowb^dge required by mankind during tlie 
Satya Yugaf, or the first age, during which man remaiiied pros- 
perous, virtuous, happy, and free from disease. 

Ill the second age, or Treta Yuga, a third of mankind were repro- 
i»nte ; and disease appeared, life was curtailed, and memory impaired. 

* From ved, to know. Besides the four Vedas, the Hindus have other 
j^acred records ; as the Slwistres, or commentaries upon the Vedas, now 
Ihc great rule of faith. Eighteen of the most celebrated Puranas were 
written by Vyasa, the “ compiler,” an inspired Brahman, one of the seven 
immortal beings of the regal race of Purti. He was aided by other 
celebrated Pandits such as Paila, Vaisam Payann, Jaymini, and Suniantil. 
licRldes these, the Hindus have numerous other commentators of (heir 
»<ncred works. 

t From Satyu^ truth and ngc 
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In the third a^e, or Dwdpara Yuga, half of the liuman race 
depraved ; and during the Kdli Yuga, the present age, the corruption 
of mankind was such as to cause a still farther curtailment of life, 
and embittered it by numerous diseases. 

Bramha, however, had such compassion on man’s weakness and 
suffering, that, he produced a second class of sacred books called 
llpav^das*, one of which named Ayur-veda, which was intend- 
ed to teach the proper manner of living in this world, by pre- 
venting and curing diseases in the present state ; and wliile the 
individual thus enjoyed health he may perform the various j)urposes 
of this world, and thereby ensure his happiness and prosperity in 
another state. 

Other Shastres say that this Ajmr-veda was obtained from Siva. 
It is the sacred medical record of the Hindu^} ; and is of the highest 
antiquity, and authorit}^ This work is said to liav^e consisted of 
one thousand sections, of a hundred stanzas each, or a lack of 
verses (slokas). Bramha, pitying the weakness and suffering of 
mankiinl, and the im])ossibility of their learning so large a work, 
abridged it, and divided it into eight parts (tantra). Little of 
the original work has escaped the destructive ra\'ag(*s of time. 
Fragments only have been preserved, in the works of commen- 
tators ; but, as all their information on the science was derived from 
what was considered the full and true account of every braneJi of 
the healing art, we are enabled, through their works, to judge of the 
arrangement of the great original : tliese divisions are as follows : — 
Isf. — Sal^a, Surgery, included the mode of removing external 
substances accidently int.oduced into the body, as grass, wood, 
stones, iron, earth, bones, liair, and nails. Pus, wliich lias not been 
(‘vacuated, and also the means of removing the dead child from its 
mother ; of healing wounds inflicted by slairp instruments, as knives; 
of applying bandages, and using sui^ical instniments, in the dif- 
ferent operations ; of applying escliarotics and fire ; and of the treat- 
ment of different kinds of inflammation, abscesses, and other sur- 
gical diseases. 

2?id, — Sdldkya^ includes the description and the tixiatment of exter- 
nal and organic diseases of the eyes, ears, moutli, nose, and other 
diseases which are situated above the clavicles. 

These two divisions constitute the surgical diseases of modern 
schools. 

* Joined to, or appended to. A kind of supplementary Vida, said to 
he derived immediutely from the Vedas. There are four of thefH\ the 
irst is called Ayur-veda; signifying the period of living; and 

» > know. 
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— Kayaehikitsd, Tliat is describes the diseases which affect 
the whole body ; as fevers, dysentery (otesara), heinateinisis (rakta' 
peta), consumption (soslia), mania (unmada), epilesy (apasnara). 
Leprosy (kusta), diabetes, (bamutra), gonorrhiea (niaha), and other 
diseases of tlie same kind. 

This may be considered as constituting tlie practice of Physic. 

4///. — Bhutaridya, or the means of restoring the dcrang(Hl faculties 
of the mind, sui)posed to be jiroduced by demoniacal possessions ; 
as by the anger of the God’s devils {asurs)^ or another 

kind of devils {gcindarha), dtanigods or devils (Jdhsha), giants 
resembling devils {rahs/ias), spirits of dead men (pc^rzy/W/m), and 
other kinds of dt‘vils (jdhochdii). 

These various dtanigods, when enraged, were siipp()sed to enter 
into the i)ers<)n, and produce the various diseases of the mind ; which 
could only be reinov<‘d lyy ])rayers, medicines, ablutions, and offerings 
to the otlendcd deity. 

5///. — K((uttidv((h/trHyd, comprised tJie trcjatmeiil of Infant.s, the 
effects of bad milk and iiii])roper diet ; the nature of infant diseases, 
jncludiiig those produced by the displ(*asure of certain demigods 
{Gruha)’^, In this division also was included tin' treatment of 
wet-nurses when their milk w'as bad. 

6th, — A(jad((tdntra, In this div ision the administrnt ion of antidote> 
for ])oisons was considered ; ns for proN enting the efii'cds and diseases 
produced by mineral, V(‘gctable, and animal j>oisi)ns ; as the bites 
of dangerous serpents, insects, 8tc. 

7/4 . — Rasdyanatantra treated of those medicines which cure dis- 
eases in general, and restore youth, beauty, and ha})i)iness. This di- 
vision embraced chemistry, or more proptTly alclicMiiy ; as tlie chief 
end of the ehemical combinations described in it are mostly nictal- 
lurgic, and tlie intention was to discover tlie universal ni(‘dicine, 
the j)auaeea that would render health permanent and life perpetual. 
Such a medicine was supposed to prestTve the energies of youtli, 
strengthen memory, lengthen life, and }>revent as well as cure 
discavses. 

Hth . — Vdjikarana-tanli'a, This division made known the best 
means of increasing the human race, by pointing out tlie mode by 
whiidi tone was given to the weakened organs of generation, when 
the scjisibility of tliese parts became diminished or deranged. 

These remarks, on the division of this most ancient work, as given 

Many of the diseases of children are still supposed to be produced 
by the entrance of devils, into the child’s body ; which arc expelled bv 
particular prayers offered u[> to Pancluinam (Siva ) 

2 
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II Stisniin, ike. arc tlic only jmru wliicli have come down lo^u.*! 
'I'liey «aHord the iiieontestalile evidence of tiie Hindu Me<licu) 
wrilinf^'< liaviiig been the result of observation and experience , 
although the authors assigned a divine origin to them, in brder to 
inert ase the respect paid to the books, and to themselves. .They 
thus seem to luue arrang<‘d th(‘ diseases according to the fre^jueney 
t>f the assislaiioc ie(iiiir(‘d from tip* art, and in the* order in which 
tlie knowletlge of inedieine iiatuvidM ad\:uiced 

Tlie saeved ^ !////>• I cda eoiit.fnied aho a description of tla- 
arueture of the human body <*btained from dissection ; an account 
of the causes and diseases to which it is subjeel, reduced to a syste- 
matic form ; the enumeration of many useful remedies ; and the 
()recepts f<»r pre?er\ ing health, and curing diseases. 

In some of tlu' sluistres (Cliaraka, Susruta) it is stated that Bram- 
ba first instructed iJ/z/iZ/sa the V.'rjtipdtiy the father of in 
the Atjm' JWo, as he was an (H*ean of wisdom. He \v role a 
book named llu? ChlhUsu-Darshttna^ and by him it was eommum 
«*ated to the two vl‘./»/rb.*.s, or idlspring of the Hun (Hurja). Others 
•• !y l!»at liraiuha ga%f‘ ^Iie Ajptr FHo to SV/r/v, who like the PIkcImis 
o(* the Greeks, was suo]k)m<] tola* tljc foimtaui of medical knowlediu 
among the Hindus. The Ashwiiis bcH aJiie tlu* medical attendants 
of the Gods, wrote works on nu‘dieine niuiu'd Cldh 'dfui'-rafucjnnli'tt. 
and the limmhutjijtt. By llieir reimirkable cures, the A^/itvhts h<* 
raiiie very celebrated. VVlien tlie fiftii head of Brainha was cut ol) 
by Ihtprahft. it was joiiu'd again by them, so great was th»‘ir know- 
ledge of Htjrg^ery, They also cimd iunnetliately the w'ouuds Ir? 
die battle betwe<‘ii tiu* Gods aiul gic'iits {astfra). Indr.*, 

had another opportunity of judging of tlicir knowledg;e by then 
ciiriiig his paralylii'. arm. Many other remarkable cures w(‘n* ae- 
foinplisluMl l>y the two Adiwius, On witnessing these elfeets Indra 
became desirous of oaiiiiiuing the? and In* v;a-» taught 

by the Ash wins. 

Some linn* aft(*r this, mankind, inconsequence of tlu*ir wickedness, 
became divided into sc^cts, ignorant, restless, unliappy, and alilieted 
with nuuu*rous painful, and dangerous diseases ; and as healtli is llic 
origin of desire, virtue, lioliness, riches, and c\ternal happiness, so 
diseaso diminishes strength, energy, faith, knowledge, holiness, and 
length of life. It also debilitates the senses, and detiles and 
destroys the soul. 

Tlic sacred Sagos (Munis) were gTieved at a sjiectacle $o nielan^ 
chf ly, mid, in onler ti> searcli for a remedy, Bharadwtija^ Aireyn \ 
wdth numerous sages, met in the Iliuudeya Mountains. 

.\ccording to Oiarnka ilicir names were as follows 



Atfgi/ctj Jamadagni, Vasishto, Kitst/apo, B/trigu, Airofa^ Gan- 
*ama, Sdnkhgfu Pulastga, Nanidtti Ostia, Agasta, Bataadt ctt, Mar- 
kumleya, Aswanagan ParUtsh 't, B/nkshtaatnya, Bharadtvajtf, Kap- 
mjtda^ Visioamitra, Aswaraitya, Bhargubu, Chyabanu, ijb/djti^ 
Gargya, Sondilya, KaumVdya, Ahurkshi Dt vrda, Galavp, Sott’ 
hrifyci, Vnijavapi, KitsUtcf, Vndarayana, Bartsa, Samloma, Knpytc^ 
Katyayana, Kutdiayana, IMkaFocy, Dhaumtu Mat kid, CnHiupo, 
Sarharaltshyo, Hitxtnycikshyo, Lohthshya, Paitigi, Satnutka, Sa- 
htnioya, Mmtreyno, Gfu(tanntyani‘* niid others. 

These holy sages were distressed at the sight of the weakne ss and 
sufferings of mankind, which liad increased to sueli a degree, that 
they saw, with the eyes of their understandings, that the only 
method of removing such calamities was by the assistance' of India 

These prophets resolved to send one of their number ti» the thou- 
sand eyed Indra in Heaven, to make known to him the condition of' 
mankind. Bhanidwaja agrei'd to go to Indra to aeipiire <i know 
ledge of mi'dieino. He went, and l)eheld him res[/leiidant iik(* 
fire, and by the followiiig pray(T propitiated his favor : Oh I kitig 
of the Gods! created for the salvation of mankind, J h:i\e been 
sent by th(> sages of the earth, to ask your assistance. Take pit) 
on the weakiK.'ss and infirmities of man, and fwieh ns {hvAyar- 
veda* Indra was ])U‘ased to gr.mt the prayer of I he petitioner, 
and enlighten him in iheprecejds of the seiemee (»f medieiiic' ; as, fi^ae 
his aciiLiirenienl^, these alone were required to be iinpiirl(‘d. Thes(‘ 
precepts embraced an enumeration of the eaus(‘s, synipt(ans, and tlu 
properties of medicines for those in health, iis well as in su kne.s. 

With this knowledge of Ayur-vvdn, the s.igc returned, and ?•< ■ 
latcd to the Uklds the principh's wlneli ht‘ had thus aeepdred. 
These consisted of : — 

1. General character of every thing rSamana. ) 

2. Classification (Visesa.) 

3. Eleimaits (Drabya.) 

4. Qualities (Guna.) 

5. Actions (Karma.) 

<5. Combinations (Sanjoga.) 

means of such a knowledge, tin* Rishis remaniod laMlihy, 
and happy. Among these Alnya imparted (Ik* knowledge wljieh* 
he had thus actpiired to liis pupils, for the good of mankiml . 
among tlii'se, the ehii'f w'cro AgutbLStt, Bfabt, Jaifthnan, Para- 
mro, IJaritaj and Kshyavepuni, 

^ I give these names, as their meanini^ is now m#knowjj , j»rovin‘» 
tUiii work to have existed before the liindu PuntlKOJU was iu.>titut'‘<l 
irmu wliicli their proper names arc now derived. 
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The uiiderstaiidings of these sages being opened, by the instmc** 
tioii they received, and they distiuguislied the peculiarities of dis- 
eases, the qualities of medicines, and gained much distinction by 
the cures they performed. TJiey are said to have lived '^in health 
to a very old «nge. These sages wrote works culled by their own 
names, as Agmhesatantra, Bhelatantray JntukarnasanhUa^ Pur* 
asdrasauhita, Jlaritasanhita and Kshgarapanitanfra, 

These works were read before the assembly of the sages (^Pishis)f 
who were so much pleased with their arrangement, and the instruc- 
tion conveyed, that with a noise which reached to Heaven they 
resounded the praises of the authors. Agnihesa was de- 
clared to have produced the best practical work, and after it was 
corrected by Charaka it received his name. He therefore became 
the instructor of practitioners upon earth, as the Prajapati were in 
Heaven ; and this is the most ancient and the most celebrated 
Hindu Medical work. 

As it is arranged in the form of dialogues between the master 
and his pupils, the j)lan is dcvsultory ; for although it follows 
the division into eight parts of the Ayur Veda, tlie subjects dis- 
cussed seem naturally to have arisen at the conferences, between 
the master and students. Thus, the 1st division contains the 
Materia Medica, the arrangement, and the uses of Medicines, the 
rank of practitioners, the origin of medicine, &c. 

The following may be ottered as an example of the manner in 
wliich philosophical subjects are treated in one of the cliapters of 
Charaka. They are the questions asked by the pupil Agni* 
besa, which were answered by Airegn their teacher. “ What' 
is the soul ? How is it produced ? What is the cause of the 

formation of the body ? Is the soul ignorant or wise ? Is it 

eternal or destructable ? What are the temperaments ? What 
are the diseases ? What are the proofs of the existance of the 
soul ? Why do some pundits say that the soul is inert., inde- 
pendent, represses the passions (bhassi), omnipresent, and omnipo- 
tent ? Why do they call the soul kHragatt^ or emanation of 
the deity ? Why is it called witness of the actions of the body 
{Sdki)f If inert, why do we see its actions? If independent, 

why does it enter the body ? Wluni a rcq>resser of the pas- 

sions {bhassi\ why is it always desirous of enjoying the pjxssions, and 
greaving over our misfortunes ? If the soul is omnipresent, why 
does it not feel the pains of others ? If omniscient why do we not see 
it in mountains, and hills, and other things ? Does the soul exist 
before or after the formation of the body ? If the soul is the 
science or witness, kis it any other judge? How does it sup^yort 
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|wins of disease? Do practitiomirs employ means to pve\ent 
disease, to cure them when pi*<*seiif, aiul what is th(‘ treat* 
meiit? What ivS the caus<» of* pain ii) <liseas", and , 'here is i< 
situated? Ilow many kinds of pains ar<‘ then*? Ilow' a7*(! Uu* jiains 
removed 

The work of C'haraka is of the highest rank ; hut fnun the aiih(»r’s 
want of e\a(‘t attattmiieal and ])at! a 'logical knowl<*(lg(*. his mauia'i* id 
treating the sul>je('t, and arrangement ofdi>e.ees it is ofttai ohsrare, 
altliough his deseriptl(»ns may he aceiirate. In this work simph'ine-- 
dicines are deserihed, is w'ell as their eonihinations* 'ri)es(* reni(*di(*s 
iiiereaseil in nuinher. and hei-anu* more extrai again in tiu'ir n uhi 
nations, in the tlierapntical department of inon* modiM'Ji works. 

In otlier works of autlunity, it is staled that when tlu* N’edas w(*n' 
lost in the deluge they w<*re recoven'd hy ihegn'at si rjx'n! 
upon the thousand he.ul ofwhieh ihe world rests* At iIk' enuruing 
of Ihc' oei'an l)> the goih (l)rrf(ts\ and demons the w'ater 

of the oet'an was e(m\(‘r<(‘d into milk, aial tlit'ii inli> butter, from 
whiefi pr<*ei<ju.s gifts {raf^tas) wen* deri\(‘d. Among iheM* was 
Dhanwantari, tla* physician, or holy sage, tla* po.sM's.stu* of ttie water 
of life {AiUrifn^) drayk by the immortals. 

l>hanwantari was instiiuted in the At/ftr W'lfa by ludra. and 
praetis(‘(l m<*diein(‘ with great snee(*ss in Ib'axiai, and l>e(*ame e<*le- 
hrati'd tht're: But witnessing the ignm*anee and misery of'mankinik 
and the freijm'ney ami fatality of tin* disi*ases whieli aHlieted them, 
luj deseended upon (sirtli lo I'un* tljeir miladit's, and to instrnel 
them ill the nu'aiis (d’ preN-entiiig, as well as olbairing diseases. J|(‘ 
heeame king of AV/.s/, or Benares, and aec,nired niiieli ei'lebrity hy 
tlu* eiin*s whieii he peifoimed. 'flu* di\ ine sag<">*, awan* of his great 
knowledge*, and uitne>.^ing the misery of mankind in eonsi'ijiuHief* 
of their iguoraiwi*, resoUed to petition Dlumwantari lo assist them. 

With this intention Onpudfumha^ Atn'ahftnf^ J^onsh- 

kalfthata^ Kitrahirja, (iottiwraa^ Uukveia, Sasruht, W'en* sehjcted 
to visit Dvvfhlasa or Dlumwauturiy king of Kasi, forinc'rly the 
pnaetitioner of Heaven. On their arrival at Benares, they found 
that Dhanwuintari had ri'tlred to the Jungles. I'hey folhe.vi'd him to 
his retirement, and as they apt>roached Jiiin, after mutual salutations, 
they deliverod the following atldrcss : — “ l)(*ign Sovereign Ruh’r, 
to bestow ii[>on us tlu* power of jireveiiting and curing the many 
diseases under which mankind is suffering, — affecting their bodies 
(Srmro), tormenting their minds {Manak\ and which, with tlio nu- 

♦ A fhrta also Vishnu ; which is to say the end, endless, eternal) 
boundless. 

t AmrUa^ that which gives life . 
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nierouA accidental {(igvntcL) and natural diseases (s^oahhahika\ dth^ 
imss tliem so much that they seem to be without friends. Tlieiv 
seeming destitution grieves us much, and we pray tliat you will 
l)estow upon us a work to instruct us in tlie cause, the uature, 
and tlie cure of diseases ; for retaining health, and for promoting 
(lu! welfiire of the soul in another world. Like scholars, we come 
to receive this information from you.” Dhanwantari answered, 

Vi)ur wishes shall be granted.” The sages then informed their 
pr(H'ej)tor that as they were all of the same sect ; one of them should 
ask the questions, and write down the answers required, and the 
tithors observe the answers. 

Susruta, son of Visdmitra, a contemporary of Rama, was chosen 
to be the person to be ini^tructed in Medicine. Bhanwantari said 
that Ayur-v6da is for the cure of diseases, and for the preservation 
of health. But it is too voluminous to be recollected by the present 
degenerate race of mankind ; he therefore recommended Sursuta to 
abridge it, and to arrange it into parts, so as to be easily understood 
by every^one who perused it with attention. 

The work which Susruta prepared is still preserved, and after 
Cliaraka, it is the oldest book in Medicine which the Hindis possess, 
and is still of high authority. The manner in which it was produced 
is as follows ; — 

Bhanwantari asked his pupils, on what shall I first lecture ? They 
answered, on Surgery; because formerly there were no diseases 
among the gods, and wounds were the first injuries which required 
treatment. Besides the practice of surgery is more respected, as 
affording immediate relief, and is connected with the practice of 
medicine ; although the latter has no connexion with surgery. This 
was agreed to; and we find the explanation of the eight parts of 
Ayur-v6da, in six Books of Susruta, os follows : 

Is/. Surgery (Sdtra Sth^na), in which is considered the origin 
of medicine ; the rules for teaching, the duty of practitioners, 
the selection and uses of instruments and medicines, the influence 
of the weather on health, and the practice to be followed after 
surgical operations. Then foUows the description of the dis- 
eases of the humours and surgical diseases ; the restoration of 
defective ears and noses ; and . the removal of extraneous sub- 
stances which have entered the body ; the different stages of 
inflammation with their treatment, different forms of wounds 
and ulcers, and the r^men of patients labouring under surgical 
diseases. The description of good and bad diet ; of prognosis ; the 
kind of messengers to be employed by the sick ; and of diseases, 
* From So, well and Sruta, Shastres. 



firddoccd the deraiiged actions of the senses^ and of ioearahle 
disdlim 'nen’ follows the preparations required for aecompuiyiiig 
a nyah in war, the doty of the practitioners, the difierence of cli- 
mates, the different classes of medicines according to their sennble 
qualities, a description of the fluids, and of the different preparations, 
and articles of These subjects are treated of in forty-six 

chapters. 

2nd . — Nosology (Nkl&na Sth&na) the description and Diagnosis 
of diseases produced by vitiated humours, or derangements of blood, 
bile, wind, and phlegm. The s y mp to ms and causes of Rheumatic 
diseases, of piles, stone, flstulo-in-ano, leprof^; diabetes, gonorrhoea, 
and ascitia ; the i^ptoms of unnatural presentations in midwifery, 
large internal abscesses, erysipelas, scroAdm hydrocele, venereal 
disease^ and diseases of the mouth. These, ilibjects are considered 
in sixteen chapters. 

3rd. — Anatomy (Sarira Sth^na), or streejtdre of the body. The 
description of the soiil, and the elei^nti^ parts of the body ; of 
puberty ; of conception ; of the growth of ite different parts of the 
body; of bleeding; of the treatment of pregnancy, and of infciits. 

This division has ten chapters. 

4^.— Therapia (Chikitse Sthdna), in which the exhibition of 
medicines, the history of inflammations, the treatment of fractmes, 
rheumatic diseases, piles, stone, fistula-in -ano, leprosy, 
and dropsy are given : the manner of extracting the child in unusual 
positions, the remedies for restoring health and strength, and Ibr 
prolonging life ; the means of preventing diseases ; the use of clysters ; 
and of errhines, and the use of the smoke of different substances. 
These are considered in forty different chapters. 

3^.-«^Toxocology (Kalpa Sthllna). The means of distinguishing 
poisoned food, and descriptions of different mineral, vegetable, and* 
animal poisons, with their antidotes is given under this head. This 
division is treated of in eight chapters. 

6^4. — The supplementary section (Locales Uttara Sthana) inclu- 
des various local diseases ; as those pf the eye, nose, ears, and head, 
with their treatment ; the symptoms and treatment of fever, and its 
varieties ; dysentery ; consumption ; gultm ; diseases of the heart ; 
jaundice ; discharges of blood, and fainting. This is followed by 
the treatment of intoxication, of cough, hiccough, astlima, hoarse- 
ness of voice, worms, sterterous vomiting, cholera, dispe|)sia, and 
disuria. It also treats of madness, epilepsy, apoplexy, the different 
tastes of substances with their effects ; tlie means of retaining health, 
and the different opinions of practitioners regarding the humours. 
These fubjects are treated in sixty-m chapters. 

B 
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Tt thus appears that the ancient cdittmentators on the a3riir-vedii 
did not allow the prejudices that now exist against touching the 
dead Body, to interfere with that important and necessaxy branch 
of knowledge, which can alone be acquired by dissection. 

The Charaka and Susruta are the ground work of the more 
recent medical systems ; in which their authors have uniformly 
adhered to the classification, and general details of the originals. 
But these imitators being Ignorant of anatomy, and the usual 
causes of diseases, are still more defective in their descriptions 
particularly when they did not follow the more ancient writers. 

It was by means of the work : « f ^haraka and Susruta that all 
the sages (Munis) dSre alleged to lave been jnsti'ucted in medicine ; 
and the variety of opinion t* be found in the treatises lue^ ^fl:er- 
wards wrote, was in conseqiK^nce of the shortness of their com*' 
pilations, their poetical loi ju, and the g^eat extent and difficulty of 
the subject These Sag** are said to have practised medicine as 
a means of accomplishing much good to mankind ; and they became 
famous by the number of lives which they saved. Those who 
were taught by Charaka, V ame Physicians ; aud the followers of 
Susruta, Surgeons. 

Charaka is superior to Susruta in the accuracy of his descrip- 
tions, in the classification of liseases, and in the plan of treatment 
which he recommends. While Susruta is principally celebrated 
for his anatomical descriptions, and judicious principles pf surgery 
which his work contains. 

To such authorities the Hindu practitioners invariably looked, to 
the entire neglect of that careful and continued examination of the 
progress of diseases, by which alone their true nature, and success- 
ful treatment are discovered. The works of these commentators 
embraced the whole system, and the erroneous principles upon 
which their theoretical speculations were built is not detected, in 
consequence of the contracted space occupied in their descrip- 
tions, which discard minute observations on disease, or specific 
details regarding the opinions of others. 

The two following Medical works deserve to be mentioned heife. 
Babhaia compiled a treatise called Ostongo-reedoya. This was 
principally taken from Charaka and Susruta. The manner of treat- 
ing the subject, and the arrangements are much the same. It is 
written in a clear style, and the author explains passages which 
were not before understood, in the original works. 

About tl ree hundred years ago, a compilation was made from all 
the most celebrated medical works, and called Baboprukaad. The 
author collected aU that was most precious from the w<Hdu left by 
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other sages, and named the work after himself. By its clearness, 
and excellent trangement this work explains the difficulties of 
the more ancient medical shastres, forgotten, and corrupted. This 
work was compiled for the u^e of practitioners, and is prefered by 
them, as it gives an admirable account of all the practical parts of 
the Hindu inedical science. » 


CHAPTER 11. 

Pnttk of Practitioners, and Duties (f Teachers > 

Isi the Purdnas it is stated that a young wcxit^an of the Vaisyo 
caste, called A/nhd, was serving as a menial to Gnlaha, the Muni. 
He was much pleased with her, and while blessiiig' iier, informed her, 
that she would have a beautiful and respected sod. She told this to 
her parents, who asked the sage how that could as she was not i 
married ; and that the birth of a child would 'faring disgrace upon 
the whole family. The sage told them that it would be so ; that 
the child should be called Virabhadra (very fortunate), that he 
would be much respected, and his profession would be that of me- 
<licine. This child was the first of the Vaidya, * or Medical caste. 

His thirteen sons were taught by the sacred Siiges the works 
they had written, and tliey became most learned pundits, and skilful 
physicians. It is from their descendants that the Hindu physicians 
are derived, and now form the caste of Vaidhyas, These physicians 
have free access to various shastres, or commentaries on the sacred 
writings. Brahmans learn the medical shastres for their advantage ; 
Khetriyas for the benefit of their health, and Vaidyas for their 
subsistence. The two first castes are not allowed to receive any 
pecuniary recompense for their assistance to fhe sick. 

Other castes may learn the medical works when they are honest, 
learned, and men of good descent. Even those of the degraded 
Sudra caste may be taught the Ayur-veda, und^ such circum* 
stances. 

Teacher, “ The fi^et of the Teaclicr is the origin of all happiness^ 
and, like a light in a dark room, he will illitainate the contracted, 
and dark mind of the pupil ; or, as quicksilver, properly mixed 
with other metals and exposed to heat, will be changed to gold, 
so wiU the words that come out of his meuth be pure and valuable.*’ 

* Or one who understands vidya (i. c.) the Ayur-ved, or Medical 
Shastre. 

b2 
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In the ancient works it is stated that the teachers of the xae£cai 
profession were Rishis, or Ascetic sages. They conveyed their 
instruction in the form of lectures, which were delivered in open 
public places, at which many students attended. These sages tra- 
velled about with their pupil^ curing diseases, so as to affor# them 
the means of witnessing the effects of different manners and customs, 
and different medicines, climates, and fonns of diseases. The pH* 
pils kept notes of these lectures, and many of these compilations are 

in existence. 

At present the Teacher instructs three or four pupils, in mapy 
cases his relations, who are maintained at their own houses. In 
other cases the Teacher supports them. They contini e five or six 
years reading the shastres, seeing the preparatimi of medicines, and 
their enployment, for the cure of the sick. The teacher in many 
cases receives no emolument from his pupils, being content with 
the honor and merit of bestowing knowledge. This merit is consi- 
dered to be of the very first order ; procuring for him renown in 
this world, and the highest benefits in a future state. In most cases 
however, rn allowance is made to such Teachers by their rich neigh- 
bours. 

A goc^ teacher is like rain falling upon the germinating seed, and 
should possess the following qualifications A perfect knowledge 
of the shastres, joined to extensive practical knowledge and skill. 
He should be kind and humble to every one; he should have no defects 
of body, and should always be ready to expose the good, rather than 
the bad qualities of others ; he should be clean and neat in his person, 
and possess and exhibit to his pupils all kinds of medicines and instru- 
ments. He should always be increasing his knowledge of books^ 
and should neither be angry by the improprieties of others, nor 
fatigued by their importunities. H^ should be kind and considerate 
to his 'pupils and be able to explain the most complicated statements, 
in the simplest, and most perspicuous language. Such a person as 
this, who instructs a pupil, when of good parentage, is like the 
seasonable cloud and rain upon the com field, which quickly ma- 
tures its valuable produce.” 

Such a man is not therefore aged, though his hair is gray. The 
Gods considered as |ged, the person who, though young in years, 
has read, and understands the vedas. As an elephant made of wood, 
or an antelope made of earth, such is an unlearned Brahman : who 
has nothing but the name.” (Menu, p. 44. and 156 157.) 

Should a Teachw give improper instructiona to his pupil, or pe- 
fusewith him bad books, he wiU bear, the weight of the riln of hia 
popQ, and the seeds which he sows will not produce good fimits. 
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Tkese vaidya teachers are cdten more learned, and have less pride 
than the Brahmans.* ** They are usually poets, grammarians, 
rhetoricians and moralists ; and may be esteemed in general the most 
virtuous, and amiable of the Hindus. Instead of the vedas, they study 
the Ayur ved, and imaniti, or instruction of Princes, and^ instead of 
law, the Nitisastras, or general system of Ethics. Their Sahitya, or 
Cavya Sastra, contains innumerable poems written cliiefly by physi- 
cians, which supplies the place of the Puranas, since they contair all 
the stories of the lUhnayan, Bharata, and Bhagawata : they have ac- 
cess to many treatises of Alankfira or rhetoric^ with a variety of works 
in modulated prose ; to the Ndtaka, wJdeh answers to the Gand- 
harvaveda, consisting of regular dramatto pieces, in Sanscnt and 
Prakit. Besides which they usually get hj heart some entire dic- 
tionary and grammar.” 


CHAPTER llh 
Character and dtUies qflhtpih. 

Brahmans should teach the sons of Brahmans, of Khetriyas, 
and of Vaidyas, who belong to the third order of Hindu castes. 
The last are the professed, though not .<th6 exclusive medical class 
among the Hindus. Other shastus state that a Khetriya should teach 
the son of a Khetriya, and Vaidyas a Vaidya, kc. 

In all cases the Medical student should be the son of a respecta- 
ble and ancient family, who is either the sen of a practitioner, or of 
one who respects the medical profession. He should be inquisitive 
and observant, not covetous, zealous, or lazy ; he should be a 
philanthropist, possess a generous heart, and his disposition should 
be amiable, and happy. The indications of such qualifications are, 
an agreeable voice, a small tongue, eyes, and nose straight, with 
thin lips, short teeth, which do not expose the gums, and thick hair 
which retains its vigour.” 

** With such qualifications even the son of the Sudra may be taught 
theshastres, with the exception ofeertain prayers (mantras), ^e tea- 
chers fiuth in God will thus remain, and be conveyed to such a pupil ; 
and the teacher will afibrd glory to the scholar, evea should he be a 

♦ The reverence with which a Brahman is held is not surprising when 
St is considered that they are sprung from the mouth of Bramlia, that 
they are the gmudians of the sacred books, that all the offices and 
benefits of re&ibo must proceed fiwm them, and, as Gods, they hold 
the detdnies of man at their di^iosaL 
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Rajah, and after death the Teacher will go to the heaven of Indra 
(Iiidraloka). 

The successful student should be active in his duties, and not 
fatigued by his studies, he should possess gravity, a good memory, 
acute senses, and considerable acquirements. 

Without such qualifications and indications the youth should 
be rejected. 

These students of medicine dnter their names as the pupils of 
some celebrated Brahman or Vaidya, who teach the science of 
medicine. When the student has learned one brahch of the medical 
art, or that followed by his Father, he is not allowed to change it 
for another branch, although he can change his professuon at 
any time. 

A fortunate day is to be selected for the pupil to commence read- 
ing the sliastres. On that occasion he is to be clean in his person, 
and the place in which he is to study should be purified. A raised 
part of the room, a cubit square, is to be cleaned With cows’ dung 
and strewed with Kusa grass, after which fire is to be placed upon it, 
with several kinds of sacred wood, upon which ghee is to be poured, 
while prayers (mantras) are repeated. Ilie pupil while being 
initiated should stand near the fire with his face towards the east. 

Tlie master (Guru) and other Brahmans are then to pray over some 
dried rice, and the Guru should sprinkle water over the assembly. 
He is then to place a Brahman on liis right hand, over which he 
prays as he throws a mixture of curdled milk, honey^ and ghee over 
the sacred fire. The scholar does the same, and his lesson b^ns. 
The Guru declares that he must henceforth discard lust, anger, 
covetousness, ignorance, laziness, vanity, pride, envy, revenge, cruel- 
ty) actions. He must always be engaged in the 

search after truth, and ii. the performance of good actions ; he must 
be clean in his person wear a humble and peculiar kind of co- 
oured clothes ; and his beard and nails should not be cut during 
the period of his study. 

He must always lespect his teacher and parents ; put the dust 
of their feet upon his head, and obey them in eveiy thing. He is 
thus addressed by the guru : — 

” When I say you may eat, drink, sleep, and rise from bed, you 
must immediately obey. K the scholar does not perform all this he 
sins, his understanding wiU diminish, and his glory will be quenched.” 

** Wliatever 1 say you must believe, and carefully follow my 
instructions. You must be careful to act so as to please and 
if 1 do not acknowledge your good actions, I shall sin and my 
knowledge will be barren.” 
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In the treatment of the diseases of Brahmans, Gums, and the 
poor and helpless or people who come from a distance, you must 
be as careful as you would be of your own relations, by which you 
will make more firiends, acquire virtue, wealth, and a good name. 
You must not be displeased at my treating you as a son, a 
servant, or a beggar, you must harbour no bad thoughts, you 
must be moderate in the indulgence of your appetites, and you must 
be cont^ted with a small recom^nce. By night and by day your 
anxious desire should always be to consider how you are to cure 
the sick under j^our care. You will avoid bad company, and 
neither give medicines to a culprit who has been condemned by a 
Rajah, to a woman whose husband and guardians are absent, nor 
receive any thing but food from a wife, without the consent of the 
husband. You must avoid entering a hcmse, as a medical man, 
without an invitation, you must walk slowly, witliout gazing, and 
observe deliberately, but you must only observe the patient, and the 
symptoms of lus disease ; and you must not express the period of a 
fatal disease. You must not vaunt your own knowledge, for although 
the learned may be pleased, the ignorant wfll be angry at the ex- 
hibition of learning in such a situation. After visiting the sick, 
should the disease be complicated, you must detail the symptoms, 
and consult other physicians as to their nature and treatment.” 

As the shastres contain the precepts of numerous prophets and 
great physicians with their descriptions of diseases reduced to a 
proper order, you must study them with care ; by which the stupid 
and illiterate pupil will be instructed in Ms duties, and the intelli- 
gent and industrious in the manner in which that knowledge is to be 
improved and extended.” 

“ The shastres are not to be read on unlucky (astami) days, or 
when the sun is obscured by clouds ; on the two first days of a new 
moon ; when it thunders ; at unseasonable times ; at the morning 
dawn, or evening twilight. The student must not study on holidays, 
or the day on wMch he meets a corpse, on which the Governor of the 
province is sick, when fighting occurs, or when war approaches.” 

The Brahmans were first called Brahmanha, and when they have 
received the string they are* called Dwlja, or twice born ; in like man- 
ner, the Physicians are called Ambashta, and Vaidya from 

Veda (iT^) when they have acquired the ayur-veda, or medical shas- 
trea. Besides the Ayur-veda, the physician requires to know different 
other sciences. But if a Vaidya does not know or does not follow 
the prec^ts of the shastres, he will be like a thief, and such a 
person exercising medicine, wiU commit as great a sin, as beating a 
BAdmuMDi. 
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The preceptor, daring the tbae be teaebee hie pt^ eboald nW 
two pieces of cloth, his mind should be calm, and he should be regu- 
lar in his attendance. 

In teaching, the progress of the student must be at first slow, tom- 
menciiig with the nomenclature of the profession, and^hen aequuring 
single subjects, and lastly the whole system. He must first read slowly 
and distinctly, without much effort, and avoid a monotonous intona- 
tion, or acquiring a dislike to the subject. The instruction should be 
given without pain to the instructed ; and sweet gentle speech must 
be'lused by a Preceptor who cherishes virtue. When at his lesson, 
care must be taken not to allow any one to pass between the pupil 
and Teacher, as it will interrupt the supposed passage of good 
qualities from the latter to the former. 

If the Student seek for long life, he should eat with his face to the 
east ; if for exalted fame, to the south ; if for prosperity, to the west ; 
if for truth and its reward, to the north. (Menu p. 28 ch 2 52) 

When a student has studied medicine, and has understood, 
examined, and remembered the symptoms of disease with the 
actions of medicines and has acted for himself, he is to receive the 
authority of the Rajah to practice medicine. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Duties of the Physician^ of his aitendantSy antd of the Patient 

There are four circumstances required in the cure of a disease,— 
a physician ; a disease that* is known ; a reasonable patient ; and 
'medicines, instruments, and attendants. Each of these subjects will 
be considered in this order. 

DuJties of a Physician. The duty of a Physician relates to his 
person, character, i^quirements, and observances. 

Herson. The Physician should possess a healthy body ; he should 
keep his nails and beard short ; his body pure, his clothes clet\n, 
and wear shoes, and a small.turban. He should carry an umbrella, 
and stick In his hand. 

Should the Practitioner not know his duty, the cure of the disease 
will be tedious and imperfect ; it will also be so when the pulse 
cannot be folt at the xpot of the neck, and when the senses are 
afl^ted. In such eases the Practitioner should always inform the 
rdations and friends of the sick perscm of the state in which he 
is in, before prescribing. 
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Character, The succeisM student, after leaving his preceptor, 
should be cleanly in his person, love and obey his Teacher, and should 
be active and studious to find out the proper meaning of the difiicult 
passages he]^had learned by heart. Should these passages not be un* 
derstood, or should the student know the slmstrc\s, and not practice 
the profession, he will be like an ass carrying a heavy load of fragrant 
wood without discovering, and enjoying the fragi’ance of his burthen. 

The Physician should possess a good xneinory, and be always amia- 
ble, cheerful, and collected. His language should be mild, candid 
and encouraging, rather like that of a friend than an acquaintance, 
and he should be always ready to assist the &ick. His heart should be 
pure and charitable, and he should carefully follow the instructions 
of his Guru, and of his predecessors. Such a physician should 
possess a character for strict veracity, of calnai temper, and of the 
greatest sobriety, and chastity. He should be a ^an of sense and 
benevolence, and his constant study should be hoiw; he is to do good. 
As a person may be afraid of his father and mdjkhcr, friends, and 
guru, but not of his Physician ; so the physician siukuld be more kind 
and considerate to the sick than a father, a mothei^^ a friend, or a guru. 
To these qualities should be added, that of affection for learned 
friends, the constant habit of visiting the sick, and seeing them treateci 
by experienced persons. Without such a combination of qualities, 
knowledge will retard rather than advance his progress. lie should 
know the causes and varieties of disease, and the means of pre- 
v«iting and curing them, a.id have the reputation of accomplish- 
ing cures quickly. He should study to remove curable diseases, but 
must avoid treating healthy persons. A good physician will continue 
to visit his patients diligently, examine them carefully, and be not 
fearful, but give medicines cJways when the patient can live : But 
if a physician attempts to treat an incurable disease, it will diminish 

his reputation, friends, and riches. 

Acquirements. A good Physici^an should be acquainted with his 
profession, but so various are the qualifications that the combination 
is rarely to be found, even in heaven. He should be acquainted,— 

la#,— With the introductory remarks of SutrustMna, which 
considers the relation of customs and habits, and the knowledge 
of those duties which the sliastres regulate, with reference to 
disease. 

2nd, — S&iifOy or structure of the body. 

Srd,—Nidin, which includes the invasion (Purburn) ; and 
symptomsXJBf^) of diseases. 

^^^CkikUsa and upas^ conceriiuig the rcgittteii and the 
Medidiiai wliioli cure ^seases. 


c 
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— Upadraba^ including all unusual symptoms which deve- 
lope themselves in the course of disease ; as delirium, thirst, &c. 

Sth. — Kolpa, concerning poisons. 

To such acquirements, the physician must have practised his pro- 
fession as well as studied tlie shastres, wliich were compassionately 
revealed by the Gods, Without such a knowledge of books he will be 
confused, like a soldier afraid in the time of action, will be a great sin- 
ner, and should be capitally punished by the rajah. On the other hand, 
a want of practical knowledge will impede his advancement, and his 
senses will be bewildered, when called on to treat acute diseases. 
Such a physician will not be esteemed by the great, as he cannot pra- 
tice with success when only instructed in half his duty. Such a per- 
son is the murderer of his species, and the medicine prescribed by him 
may be compared to poison, or lightning — such ignorance prevents 
all the good effects of remedies. As the two wheels of a chariot, 
or the two wings of a bird, assist in their progress, so will the 
knowledge of the shastres, and of practice, lead the physician to 
proceed with safety and success in the treatment of the diseased ; 
but, should the physician want either of these essential qualifications, 
his progress will be impeded, as one wing or one wheel will impede 
the progress of the bird, or the chariot. It is the combination of 
both these qualifications whicli is required ; when medicine be- 
comes like the water of immortality {Amrita). Suck a physician, if 
he is to acquire celebrity, must still daily endeavour to improve 
his mind by an attentive perusal of scientific books. If such a 
physician docs not gain money after he has been taught the shastres 
it is his own fault. 

When such a Vydya is spoken to by a patient in a peevish or 
hasty maimer, he will remain calm, mild, and courageous ; and 
cherish a cheerful hope of being, able to save the sufferer’s life. 
The practitioner should avoid frivolous or improper language, par- 
ticularly with females ; he should not sit down upon the same bed, 
and the only presents he should receive from them is food. He 
should be frank, communicative, impartial, and liberal, yet ever 
rigid in exacting an adherence to nfhatever regimen or rules he may 
think it necessary to enjoin. Shoiild death occur under the care of 
such an earthly saint, it con only be considered as his inevitable 
fate, and not the consequence of presumptuous ignorance. 

The presence of a physician for the cure of a disease is most 
important ; indeed, as indispensable as a pilot is to a boat, as a 
coachman in guiding a chariot, or as a general to an army. If a 
physician is not consulted wh^ a person is ill, he will soon die^' as 
a lamp exposed to wind is continually liable to be extinguished. 
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Some severe diseases are cured immediately, by a good physician ; 
but simple diseases are increased much by the want of early assis- 
tance. At the commencement, like a young plant, it is readily 
rooted up, but as it expands and grows^n strength the difficulties are 
much iiicreased. Even for a slight disease the assistance of a prac- 
titioner will be of much use ; for as a large man at the bottom of a 
pit may get out by long continued exertion, his extrication will be 
much facilitated by the assistance of a friendly hand. As in war, a 
sword may defend many, so in the hand of an enemy it will destroy. 
In like manner the shastres and water may become the cause of 
destruction instead of benefit to mankind. 

Some practitioners have many instruments and medicine which 
they do not know how to use, such are calculated to deceive ; and 
by their arrogant manners, and being without a knowledge of the 
shastres, are enemies to mankind, and are called Chhadmachara* 
Those who possess the favourable qualities of Physicians, without the 
necessary knowledge, are called Pratirupaka ; a|kd those who know 
the medical shastres, and are well acquainted with the causes, 
symptoms, and means of curing disease, and their prevention, will 
be fit to be the physician to a Rajah. Such persons are called Suffii 
Sddhaka, 

The first two are sometimes allowed to practice by the neglect 
of the Rajah, and they may be known by their vanity, and ill will 
towards the good physician. Such persons flatter the patients 
friends, are diligent, take reduced fees, are hesitating and doubtful 
in performing difficult operations, and pretend that their bad success 
is caused by the bad attendants, &c. ; such persons avoid the so- 
ciety of learned persons as they would a jungle. 

Still some patients will be saved when under the care of such a 
physician, as a worm in destroying one of the sacred shastres will 
sometimes leave in its depredations the rude representations of 
some of the sacred letters. A bad physician may cure one patient, 
by which he endeavours to establish his fame, without considering 
the thousands he has killed ; such a person is like a boat in a storm 
without a pilot, or a blind man in the perform^ce of any work, and 
is to be looked upon as the angel of death. If such a fellow has 
his fancy inflamed, he is like a deadly serpent, and should be 
avoided. 

The Practitioner who knows the value of quicksilver, &c. ; is like a 
god ; one who knows the qualities of herbs and roots is like a man ; 
one who knows the use of the knife and of Are resembles a demon 
(Asor)*^ and those who know the pit)per prayers to be oflferod np 
111 the time of sickness i^ke a prophet 

c 2 
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Tb^ following eharurters uiJI nevei* be respected as Physicians:—* 
When the person is born in, niid inhabits a village which has a bad 
rifiine, or visits the sick without being called. A bad Physician does 
ri<it pay respect to the Brahmans, spiritual Teachers, or superiors ; he 
leaves the duties due to tlie memory of his father unfulfilled ; wears 
bad clothes, speaks on improper subjects, and in an improper 
manner, or neither speaks nor gives medicines. Such a person does 
not pay respect to astrologers, to the seasons and times, , to the 
influence of the planets, to the opinion of friends, or acknowledges 
the power of holy men. Such a physician will never be respected ; 
and the great physician, D/ta mean far i himself, possessed of such 
qualities, would not be liked or esteemed. 

Should a proud physician reject the shastres, and the advice of 
his Guru, all sorts of evils will follow him ; and if he cannot repeat 
the usual prayers, is ignorant of the nature of disease, and takes 
money, he should be punished by the Rajah, as a thief. Should a 
physician speak disrespectfully of the shastres, or incorrectly of the 
Ayur-veda, or of astrolog}^ the same punishment shall be inflicted, 
on him as that for killing a Brahman. 

From these observations, it appears that the duties of a physician 
requires the exercise of sound judgement, unimpeachable integrity, 
profound learning, embracing an intimate acquaintance with many 
shastres, and a constant and extensive practice of his profession. 
To these qualities must be joined unremitting attention, a good 
heart and disposition, a knowledge of the appearance and varieties 
of disease, aud th#maiiner of preparing, and exhibiting the proper 
remedies, ^ 

A physician should not visit the enemy of a Rajah ; as he 
should always speak the truth, avoid speaking disrespectfully of 
ancestors, and of other good, exalted, and pious persons. He is not 
to walk lyltU the wicked, foolish, or low-born persons, or with the 
patients enemy. He must avoid riding on wicked horses, elephants, 
or the like, living in empty houses, or in places where bodies are 
burnt ; in very retired places, containing wild b^sts or reptiles, 
where people are quarrelling, especially with cutting instruments in 
their hands, or animals armed with horns. He is carefully to avoid 
walking behind biers containing dead bodies, moving in the shadow 
of the images of the Gods, of cows, Bralmians, or in the smoke of 
burning bodies, diseased persons, enr great sinners. The physician 
as well as other persons should neither look at the rising nor set- 
tStig sun. He should neither inform a person that a cow is eating 
what belongs to him, nor ^peak ill of a Rigah* He should not walk 
t^oii Hie tops of rode% beat watmgreairiiwilfa his hands or 
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feet» prevent or resist any inclination of the body, to discharge any 
thing. He should avoid drinking or eating out of a broken vessel, 
or out of the hand ; and should not sleep with his face to the 
north. Ganesah had liis head chopped of!' for so doing by Sunni, 
and the head of an elephant substituted, as it was found sleeping 
with its head in the same direction. 

Observances, When called upqp to attend a patient, the physician 
is to mark the following circuhistaiices : — He is to observe the 
manner, speech, and dress of the messenger ; the state of the planets, 
and the time of the day ; and the good or bad omens. He should 
note the occurrence of accidents, in walking, or in seeing impure, 
weak, imperfect, or divided objects : In such eases the person will 
die of the disease. This will be rendered mere inevitable, should 
neither presents nor respect be shewn to the praotitioner. 

Before a physician visits a patient, he shotild first remark the 
position he is in when the messenger arrivee to consult with 
him ; and, by the persons countenance and , conversation, endea- 
vour to ascertain, whether or not the patient ^11 survive. As he 
proceeds to visit the sick person, he must carefully note any 
good or bad omens that may occur regarding the messenger, the 
flight of birds, the relative position of animals, &c. Seeing cows, or 
Brahmans ou the right liand side are favourable, ns also corpses, 
jackals, vessels of water, &c., when seen on the left side. It is 
unfavourable when lizards are heard when leaving the house, when 
vultures, or bad characters are seen, or when the Physician is 
called by another person, or is hit by any thingHbchiiid, or when a 
person sneezes. 

If the physician meets a person carrying out a vessel of water, 
earth, seeds, fruit, ghee, sees a bull. Brahman, or scorpion, when 
coming out of the sick person’s house ; or the figure of a geiii, a fire 
vessel, or a bow for arrows, the person will die. Seeing animals 
in unclean situations, on the right and left hand, bad sinners, very 
old and blind persons, or an enemy, are bad omens. 

If the Physician an-ives at the same time at the patients house 
with milk, the omen is favourable. 

The physician should avoid visiting a sick person during the 
night. When he gets up in the morning, and has performed the ne- 
cessary purificatious, he is to visit the patient residing in a clean 
place. 

The physician should av^d visiting a patient in a place where 
there is faair^ bones, spikes, stones, chaff, ashes, broken stone vessels, 
e|parcoail^ or in impure situations. 

If olyeet seen in the morning is a holy nan, the person’s 
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mon^ will increase ; and if a bad man it will diminish. Should the 
person be at enmity with a soothsayer, he will become poor ; with a 
physician, ^he will soon die; and with a Brahman toil will be the 
only recompence he will get for his exertions, and he will soon lose 
his life. 

Should the air at the time be cool, and pleasantly scented it is 
favourable ; but if with a strong wind blowing with a disagreeable 
smeU, the prognosis of the disease should be more guarded. These 
and various other indications are explainded in the Medical works, 
and seem to be founded on the Hindu belief in fatalism ; a system, 
though sufficiently plausable with the ignorant, is fraught with many 
and great evils. 

Useful indications are supposed to be derived from the dreams of 
the physician, as well as from those of the sick person ; and a long 
list of the good and bad subjects of dreams are given. In general, 
favourable dreams consist in seeing brahmans, cows, rajahs, clean 
water, splendid houses, &c. ; and the reverse in seeing the person 
cleaning himself*, riding on an unclean animal, low caste persons, 
dead acquaintances, killing or fighting, unclean animals, falling down 
a precipice, loss of eye-sight, and other impure objects or defects, 
&c. The good and bad dreams in different diseases is likewise 
given, wliich seem to be good or bad according to the greater 
or less importance of the changes of the symptoms which they 
indicate. 

The physician should first ask questions at the attendant regarding 
the disease ; what things he has eaten, and what he has done to pro- 
duce, or to influence the disease. The physician should then mark 
the signs of longivity in his patient. These are long arms and fingers ; 
large eyes, forehead, trunk, teeth, mouth, and hands, feet, and 
shoulders. • Persons will live to an old age who have long respira- 
tions, and a large space between the mamilse, the fore-legs short and 
fleshy, the neck short, and speak and act sensibly. A person with a 
large body and good voice, deep navel, vessels and joints well formed, 
much hair on the body, the external ears long, the body strong, 
more particularly the head, quickly dries when wet with oil or water, 
from above downwards, and the senses are good* such a person 
will live long, and should be treated by the physician. The want of 
such signs will indicate a short life, not exceeding 50 years ; and 
when moderate in their manner of living, and rich, they will not 
exceed the age of 70 years. When such a person lias not been dis- 
eased from his birth, has grown fat gradually, as well as in liis know- 
ledge of the shastres, he will live long. The.person will live a 
moderate period dfhen the lines on the palms of his hands, and long 
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lodgitudindl lines on the back are well formed, but with large exter- 
nal ears, and the end of the nose prominent, the person may live 70 
years. When the bones of the fingers and forearm are short, testi- 
cles pendulous, breast and back contracted, ears short, nose pro- 
minent, and gums are seen on laughing, and eyes are not steady, 
such a person will live 50 years. Then follows the proper propor- 
tions of both the large and small members, and the proportions of 
the size of each part of the body for indicating the length of 
the persons life. 

It is necessary to recollect that a good Brahman, and a Hajah, 
will be cured of a disease with difficulty, as they will not always 
take the proper remedies, and the physician is afraid to urge his 
instructions strongly. The same is the case with women, children, 
and old people, who do not observe the proper directions. In 
like manner, those who do not explain their oomplaints, who are 
weak in intellect, are poor, and avaritious ; who will not spend their 
money, or have bad tempers or dispositions, afe dissipated, and are 
without friends, will be cured of their disease with difficulty, as 
they will not strictly follow the directions of the physicians. I*i 
such cases the disease may be rendered incurable# 

2ndn The Nature of the Disease, The physician (chikitsaka) 
should next mark the nature of the disease, the seasons of the year, 
and enquire from what country the patient comes. He is to mark 
which of the humours (dhhtu) ore diseased, and how they can be cured. 

There are three kinds of these duties : — 

Ist — To cure the diseases of wind (vayu), bile (pitta), and phlegm 
(kaph) which occur without causing other diseases. These derange- 
ments are the usual cause of disease, and produce the change of 
disposition, and the peculiar feelings of the sick ; besides one disease 
may produce another, which sometimes diminishes the symptoms 
of the first. 

2nd . — ^When a disease is present, how it is to be cured? and 

Zrd . — When a primary and secondary disease are present, and 
require to be cured ? 

The physician is to observe the general appearance of the sick 
person, his age, and the condition of his body, his tanperament 
and strength, the state of the mind, and the food which he 
has been used to. He should examine the symptoms of the 
disease with his ^es ; consider the probable result of the disease 
by his judgement, and its similarity with other diseases ; as there 
is a good and a bad form of every disease. The symptoms enu- 
merated in the shastres, should be observed, more especmUy the 
state of the pulse^ of the tongue as to moisture and dryness, the 
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condition of the bowels, urine, and sleep ; his general feeling, mors 
especially the state of the nose, head, hands, feet and abdommi* 
The s^te of the patient’s appetite and internal fire ; the part of 
the body attacked, and the state of the various vessels (serd), and 
the abdomen (kastha) ; particularly where the stomach presses upon 
the food to digest it (pokasia) ; where the undigested portion is 
situated (toasia) ; where digestion takes place {pdkasayd ) ; and 
where the dejections are retained {molasaya) next the bladder and 
pelvis. The seat of the blood (Jokerit, &c.) the heart (hit) and the 
lungs (phuspus) are to be considered ; and the period when the 
disease increases, and intermissions occur. The kind of caste, 
temper, and disposition ; the degree of fear ; the state of the dejec- 
tions ; and, in females, the state of the cataininia, &c. If the patient 
cannot speak, those about him should be asked the usual questions 
about the disease. 

The disease is next to be examined by tlie five active senses, and 
by speech. By the touch is distinguished the feverish heat or cold- 
ness of the surface, the dryness or moisture, the softness or hardness, 
the size of the vessels, and the irregularities of the skin. By the 
hearing, the passage of air in deep seated abscesses, wounds ; and 
in the intestines, by coughing, &c. 

By the signs of longivity and strength of the body, and the 
changes in the colour of the skin, &c. ; as leprosy, and various forms 
of cutaneous diseases ; by the state of the tongue and of the urine ; 
the quantity of which is to be noted, and the quality, which is 
known by ants being fond of it, by the sight, and by the smell. In 
like manner the other secretions and discharges, as from ulcers, 
&o., are to be examined. 

By speech, the Practitioner learns the time of invasion and pro- 
gress of the disease, the sex and habit of body ; the nature and de- 
gree of pain ; and the state of the appetite, the strength, and the 
evacuations. Unless the disease is well explained, seen, and known 
the practitioner will not understand it, and will be made foolish by 
his ignorance ; whereas the knowledge, and judgment of the physi- 
cian, like a lamp which illuminates a room, enables him to under- 
stand the nature of the diseases of the body. 

The physician has special duties to perform to a Sajah as they 
differ from other men $ not in the formation of the Ix^f, but by 
their nature, which is to command and to pardon. Tbese^quhlities 
are received from God^; luid, as an exalted being, he is dis tingiiiiilie d 

the superiority of his voice and manner, by the purenelM of ^ 
heart, and by tiie jiostness of his actions. The 'physician sUottU be 
careAil in the time of war, to |Hdnt out the road he is to trav^ ; of 





his water, food, and shelter : and of the food of liis horses and ele- 
phants. The physician is to live near the person of the Ilajah, and be 
like his shadow, or his standard. Medicines and instruments should 
always be at hand ; and he should be allowed to liave free inter- 
course with the sick. But the care of tlie physician should not 
end here. It should extend to the water, and the food of the army, 
as wen as of the beasts of burthen which the enemy may endeavour 
to destroy by poison*. The good physician will detect this, and may 
be the means of saving the army. 

3rd, Medicines and histruments. When called to a patient, the 
practitioner is first to remark if there is still life, and strength, in 
the sick person ; his age, temperainent, and (‘otmtiy^, and this know- 
ledge will modify the kind and quantity of niedkhic to be given. As 
long as life remains in the root of the throat, and tlie smses remain 
perfect, the physician may give medicines, as the pt rson, under such 
circumstances, may be cured. Even old, inveterate, and incur- 
able diseases, may be alleviated by a judicious line of treatment. 
If, therefore, a practitioner, after the necessary Examination, knows 
the disease, and that it may be cured even with diihriilty, his duty is 
to endeavour to alleviate the sufferings of his patient. Should the 
ulloted period of his life upon earth have expired, he will die 
notwithstanding the best directed means for his recovery. It is 
proper, Iiowever, that much caution be used in the employment 
of medicine in fatal diseases, as a physician may alleviate pain, but 
cannot give life ; and by administering medicines in such cases, with- 
out previously stating the danger tlie patient is in to his relations, he 
will only bring discredit on himself, and on nis profession. .Taking , 
such precautions, the practitioner may give medicine even when the 
patient is senseless, without any pulse, and only breathes. 

The medicines proper for the individual case, and the manner in 
which it will be most proper to administer them, must be carefully 
observed ; care must also be taken that the medicines be obtained 
from a good soil and neighbourhood. Those from Himalaya 
Mountains are the best. The physician should, however, not only 
know the names but likewise the various qualities of these medicines. 
For this purpose he should penetrate forests, and climb mountains, to 
examine them in their natural situations ; and should not despise the 
information obtained from hunters and shepherds, who may have 
had opportunities of witnessing their effects. 

♦ The Burmese are said to sprinkle the decoction of some pdsonotia 
plants upon the trees, to as to destroy the elephants belonging to their 
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The medicines should be collected on a fortunate day, and at a 
lucky hour. They should be gathered by the physician himseh^ 
with suitable prayers. Should a person of another caste touch or pre- 
pare the medicines, and not the physician who prescribes, they will be 
rendered inert, even should a Brahmun have prepared them. When 
the proper medicine has been gathered and prepared in the prescrib- 
ed manner, and administered at the proper time, the effect will be 
as if Vishnu had administered, and entered into the body of the 
sick person ; but the medicine will be of no use to the sick unless 
administered by a physician, as it will otherwise be like the lump 
of prepared clay, without the aid of the potter to fashion it. A phy- 
sician should, therefore, be his own apothecary, preparing and pre- 
scribing those medicines which are peculiarly appropriate to each 
paxticuiar case, and being unknown to others, constitutes one of his 
peculiar excellencies. 

The qualities of medicines, depend on their colour, smell, and 
kind of juice. The active power of medicine should be great, but 
the quantity should be small. These quantities should be carefully 
observed, and the medicines given at the proper season, and stage 
of the disease. 

The persoifs disease is then to be examined, the state of the hu- 
mours and blood ; the seven essential parts (dhdtu), and lastly the 
evacuations. He is next to decide on the nature of the disease, 
administer the proper medicines^ and give directions regarding diet 
and regimen. 

It is of much importance that the disease be treated at the pro- 
per time ; and the patient be of the proper degree of strength to 
admit of the disease being cured. Active treatment should not 
be employed in a slight disease, nor a mild treatment in an acute 
disease. Should the treatment employed be doing no good, it 
should be changed ; but when the symptoms are yielding, under 
a particular plan of treatment, it should be continued. 

That kind of treatment will be successful which diminishes the 
disease, by equalizing all the humours ; and that is bad treatment, 
which increases on^, as it diminishes another humour. The treat- 
ment should be commenced from the first appearance, of the disease ; 
as it is like fire, poison, or the enemy, and a small portion deranges 
health. 

Should a physician exhibit medicines the first day he has seen 
the patient, without properly ascertaining the nature of the disease^ 
he will ^e like the angel of death (Yama). Such medicines as 
cure vital air, bile, and phl^^ when diseased, are not disagreeable 
to the persem ; do not produce any bad effects ; and, given at the 
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proper time, are the remedies to be employed. A Vaidhya should 
prepare the medicines ; although this is stated in other shastres to 
be the province of Brahmans. The susruta shastre says that any 
competent person may administer medicine, but the Vaidya de- 
clares whoever does not take medicine from this caste will go to 
hell. Even Brahmans are declared to have no authority in the 
practice of physic. Any other caste preparing or touching medi- 
cine, but the physician who orders its preparation, will render it 
inert. 

4^A. Messenger and attendants. The person who is sent for the 
physician should not be of low caste, a fool, one of questionable 
veracity, or a great sinner ; he should not appear before the physi- 
cian distressed from fatigue, by a rapid journey, or appear to be fear- 
ful of the result of the sick persons ailment. The messenger 
who has Ids hair knotted, clothes old or wet, or is scantily or sloven- 
ly dressed, carries a cutting instrument, Ac., as a sword or stick, holds 
ashes in his liands, will be as the angel of death. If he be a Dandi 
or Faqir, or is deformed, or defective in a member, or rides upon 
an ass, camel, or buffaloe ; or wears a band of red flowers round 
his neck, the prognosis is unfavourable. If the Messenger lias his 
body anointed with oil, or if covered with the deposit of a river, or 
blood be flowing from his body ; or if he be of a bad temper or dis- 
position, so as to speak hastily or indiscretely it will be unfavour- 
able, If he rubs his shoulders, back, head, or hair with his hand 
while speaking, it will be like a decree of Yama^ the angel of 
death. Should the Messenger arrive so as to meet the physician on 
the south, and the physician not wishing to visit the sick ; or if the 
messenger stands on one foot, sneezes, or stumbles at the patient or 
physician’s house, these signs are unfavourable. Should he find 
the practitioner with his face turned towards the south ; with cut- 
ting instruments near him ; in an unclean situation ; naked, bath- 
ing, eating, sleeping, or making holes in any thing ; these signs are 
unfavourable. It is also a bad omen when the Messenger finds the 
physician preparing a body for the funeral pile^ killing birds or 
the like, or boiling or preparing medicines with lire. Should the 
messenger arrive at the house of the physician at twelve at night, 
or at noon, or when certain stars are in the ascendant the prognosis 
is unfavourable. 

The messenger should always present a present to the physician. 
He should be of the same caste as the sick person, and should be 
dressed in clean white clothes, have a good appearance, and be 
strong and intelligent ; of a mild disposition, and know the lucky 
seasons, and the shastres. 

D 2 
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The medicines should be given by a healthy dependant, possessed 
of an amiable cfiaracter, so as to prevent the m^hinations of the 
patients enemies. 

The friend wlm relates the progress of the disease must be exact 
in his descriptions, and be careful that the patient takes the medi- 
cines regularly. 

5tL Duty of the Patient. A person rejecting a Vaidya, or phy- 
sician, will be punislied in Hell ; whereas when a Vaidya is employed 
the patient will go to heaven, even should he not be able to see 
the sacred Ganges in his dying moments*. 

The diseased person will carefully recollect the directions of the 
physician, must follow them with exactness, and must not be afraid 
of the effects of the medicines which have been ordered. 

Should the disease commence at an unfavourable time, or if 
the physician visits the patient at night, or during an unlucky hour, 
or should he have been borne at an unfavourable moment, the person 
will die of the disease. A patient with a good dis^sition, with his 
body of the natural colour, and with the signs of longivity ; who is 
patient, has a strong mind, senses perfect, with no fatal symptoms, 
and has confidence in his physician, is easily treated, and will have 
the best chance of being cured. Should the patient be strong, the 
disease curable, and he has riches to defray the necessary ex- 
pence, and follow the usual customs and directions of the physi- 
cian ; and his mind is favourably influenced by the shastres, and 
has faith in his physician, he will recover. The prognosis will 
be unfavourable when the sick person is impatient, angry, and 
disobedient ; wanting in courage, is ungrateful, and desponds ; also, 
with those who have no confidence in the practitioner, fatal symp- 
toms will quickly follow. Persons at enmity with the physician, 
and endeavour to deceive him, are cured with difficulty, and 
are to be avoided as much as possible. The patient will die who 
lives in the house of a person who despises the physician. The 
different appearances observed on the physician’s approaching and 
leaving his patient wdll vhry his prognosis. 

The patient is to <»xpect to be visited in the morning, after the 
customary prayers and ablutions, is to prepare the medicine as order- 
ed, and is to sit in a clean, convenient part of the house for both the 
dok person, and the physician. 

* Many respectable Hindus will only receive medicines from a Vaidya. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Reeompence of the Physician. 

When a physician has cured a disease' he is entitled to the usual 
gifts for the performance of a good action. These will vary with 
the rank and condition of the patient. Money will be the reeom- 
pence bestowed by the rich ; friendsliip, reputation, increase of virtue, 
-prayers, and^gratitude will be that of the poor. When a Guru, a 
Brahman, or a Dandi, a relative, a humble and good friend, or 
one without relations consults a physician, lie must not accept of 
any pecuniary reeompence : His reward ia such cases wDl be an 
increase of knowledge, and the gratification of his desires in having 
an opportunity of performing a good actiop. His cures will 
ensure the admiration, and the esteem of aft men ; he will be hon- 
oured and respected as a master, and after deitli he will go to heaven. 
Should the patient prove ungrateful after bflipg cured, his holyness 
and good fortune will pass to tlie physiciai. But the physicum 
must avoid administering remedies, to hunters or great unpers. 
Such people do not deserve lus assistance. 
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ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY. 

UhSEB this HEXB VIU. BE COESIDEBED TOE THEOBT OE THE EutMBNTS ; 
Genebatioh, and Growth of the Boot; natdbe of the cob- 
FOBIAE (aKATOMT), TITAI., AND SPIBITCAJ. FABT9 ; OF TUB TBX- 
FEIIAMENTil ; AND OF DEATH. 


CHAPTER I. 

Elements of the Body. 

At an early period the Hindu PhUosophers reduced the material 
world to five elementary principles, and primary qualities ; by the 
agency of which, they explained the appearance, composition, and 
condition of the world, and the structure and functions of the Body. 
The five elementary principles were earth, water, air, fire, and ether. 

The peculiar qualities Of each of the elements are as follow : — 

The Earth has smell (gandha) ; the water, taste (rasa) ; the air, 
touch (sparsa) ; the firj, colour (rfipa) ; and the pure ether, sound 
(sabda). Besides these they have likewise the following qudities: 

Earth, which is the heaviest element, is possessed of the qualities 
of smell, sound, tangibility, visibility, and taste. It enters laigdy 
into the formation of the body, and of all solid and heavy substances. 

Water possesses Brand, tangibility, visibility, and taste j bestow-i 
the sense of coolness, fluidity, weight, and smoothness on bodies ; 
and has much the quality of happiness (satwaguna), and of inert- 
ness (tamaguna), and is transparent producmg light, and wdght. 
It forms the different fluids of the body. 

Air is possessed of sonorousness, tangibility, and lightness ; and 
firom having the quality of action (nga guna) in excess, it has the 
moving powers, and qualities of bodies. 

Fire possesses sound, tangibility, and visibility, and gives taste. 
The medical property of fire is to afford heat, digestion, colour, li^t, 
and beauty to the body. It produces the pasrions^ bodily strength, 
and valonr of the individual ; and from poesesring mueh of the 
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quality of goodness (satwa), and passion (raja guna), it gives it light- 
nesS) and movement. 

In viewing the wonderful operations of nature, the Hindu Philo- 
sophers seem to have been soon arrested by the beautiful and varied 
adaptation of design to the end, by the order, harmony, and mutual 
dependence which pervades the whole of nature. This seems to 
have led them to the conclusion,* that inert matter was insufficient 
of itself to produce such effects, *aiid that there M^as a fifth element 
for performing the operations of the body, like the great soul which 
regulates those of the world. This induc<Ki tJiem to add, at an 
early period, another or spiritual element to those of inert matter, 
which they called pure ether (dkasji) ; which was supposed to be 
separated from the others, and possessed the prqjerty of sound, and 
form. It predominates in the organ of hoarii^g, and fills up the 
porosities of living bodies, and tlieir hollow cavities, as those of 
the bones, See. ; and is full of the (piality of goodness (Satwa guna). 
This Element is altogether undistingiiishable by our senses, and is 
only made known to us through the evidence of our under- 
standing. 

These elements are all nourishing to the body, and are contained 
in different proportions in every sort of food ; so tliat after digestion, 
each element, by an irdierent property, joins with that which already 
forms a part of the fabric of the body, in the following manner ; skin, 
vessels, bone, hair, and flesh, are made up })rincipally of the element 
of earth ; alvine evacuations (mala), urine, semen, blood, and pldegm, 
of water ; hunger, thirst, and insensibility, are produced by fire ; 
movement, conscience, termination of a work, retaining happiness, by 
air ; and desire, revenge, stupidity, fear, shame, is produced by an 
excess of pure ether. There being both an active or warm, and a 
passive, or cold principle, which are increased and strengthened 
by the rays of the sun and moon. 

The body or microcosm, is also divided into different parts, which 
correspond with those of the globe. It has its mountains, its cold 
and hot situations, with the various oceans. Each of the fluids are 
also influenced by one of the seven planets which regulate their 
condition. 

The same reasoning, which was supposed applicable to the external 
world, was used for the explanation of the constitution, and fabric 
of the animal system. Hence, all living bodies, among which 
vegetable bodies are placed, are supposed to be composed of the 
live elements, with the element producing action or life superadded. 
Living bodies are produced from vapour, vegetation, incubation, and 
parturition ; as insects, plants, birds, fishes, reptiles, and animals. 
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Of the latter, man is the chief, and in proportion to the complicated 
structure of his body so is his liubility to disease. 

The essential or elementary parts, when mixed, form vital bodies, 
which are divided into two classes, one of which is stationary, tlie 
other moveable (jangama). This class is produced from the womb 
(jar&ynija), as animals (pasu), and man (raanusha). 2nd, from eggs 
(andaja), as birds, snakes (sadoso), &c. ; 3rd, from the warmth of the 
earth, as worms, ants, mosquetoes, fleas, &c. ; and 4th, (udjbidgo) such 
as break their habitation, and thus gain their liberty, as frogs, &c. 

The second or stationai^ class consists of four varieties : — 

Uf, Vanaspnti or trees in which the fruit is without flowers. 

2nd, Vrihsha trees with flowers and fruits. 

3r//. Verada, creepers. 

4th. Asndie, annuals. 

The same elements and qualities, by their combination and actions 
constitute the human body ; wliieh is governed by an independent 
principle, or soul, which acts through the medium of the members ; 
and is an emanation from tlie great soul of the world ; into which 
alter certain purifications, it is again absorbed. As long as the soul 
remains in connexion with the body, the diseases with which it is 
afflicted may be removed ; and it is proper that diiring all this 
time, remedies should be employed for the purpose. 

The following is the Hindu theory of the foniiation of tlie body : — 


CHAPTER II. 

Generation. 

It is stated in medical works, that as the mould receives the 
seed w'hich is to form the future plant, so the menses of the female 
receives the semen of the male, which germinates in it. Hence 
in treating of generation, the secretion of the menses is first con- 
sidered. 

When the menses appear monthly, the female is moist, plump, has 
desire ; and is happy, with her hair flying about. Her eyes are 
languishing ; her sides, arms, breasts, thighs, and hips are in a 
state of excitement. The menses continue for seventeen days^ 
during which the woman may be impregnated, and not at any other 
season. During the flow of the menses the mouth of the uteru^ 
which is like the mouth of a rue fish, is open like the water lily, 
exposed to the rays of the sun ; and after this season, the mouth of 
the uterus again contracts, and closes like the petals of the lily, 
when the benign influence of the sun is absent. 
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The menses are of a red colour, like the blood of a hare, or of lac- 
<fye. It should not stain cloth, when it falls upon it ; and should be 
without smell. The menses are derived from the two vessels of the 
uterus, which discharge their contents by the influence of the vital 
air, into the uterus and vagina. The menses remain till the dOth 
year, when the woman is of a weak constitution ; but it continues 
longer, when the individual is strong. 

During the discharge of the menses, much attention is required 
to be obscr\'ed regarding the conduct of the woman, as the state 
of the parents at the time of conception will affect the offspring in 
a very powerful manner. During the first three days of the dis- 
charge, the woman should remain pure, she must sit and sleep in a 
purified situation, upon tlie sacred grass (kush) ; she must eat 
out of a new earthen vessel, or from a leaf, she must not sleep 
during the day while the menses flow, or hef offspring will be very 
sluggish : should she shut Ikt eyes at the time of conception, the 
child will be blind ; should she shed tears, the child^s eyes will be 
sore ; should she cut her nails during the ^w of the menses, the 
child will be deformed ; should she anoint of bathe herself during 
these three days, the infant will be afflicted with leprosy ; should 
she laugh or speak loud, the infant will be unhappy and deaf ; and 
should she fatigue herself, the offspring will be employed in low 
occupations. 

The father should neither be very old, nor very young. If the 
father is not twenty-five, and the woman beyond sixteen, the offspring 
will die in the uterus, if it be born alive, it will live but a short 
time, or if the infant lives the senses and other parts will be in- 
complete. Therefore a very young man, or a very old woman 
should be avoided. They should be in good health, the genital 
organs free from disease, and the female should neither be hun- 
gry, nor have eaten recently before connexion. The semen should 
be received into the menses as a seed dropped into a* good mould, 
and like it germinate, producing conception. As milk taken into 
the stomach nourishes the child, so the semen requires to be 
animated with the menses to form the germ. 

Slmuld conception take place on the Ist or 2nd day of the menses, 
the ofikpring will die soon after birth. If conceived on the third 
day, the child will he weak, diseased, and deformed, and will die 
age. 

Iff the husband ^is not at home on theTourth day of the menses, 
the wife is first toregmsd the sun afbr bathings as the best object ; in 
order that her ofikpring may resemble thatj^luminaiy in his qualities of 
hedowiiig strength and beauty, and riiould the first object rite sees, 



after batliing on the 4rli Jay, be a deformed individual, her offspritig 
will also be so. The female is next to perforin tlie necessary ceremo- 
nies to ensure offspring with the assistance of the Brahmuns ; she is 
to eat in the afternoon of the fourth day, bathe, rub her body with 
scented oil, put on clean clothes, and ornanieuts, aiid at nigiit visit 
her husband. But should there be a great discharge of the menses 
on this day, she must not visit her husband ; as the semen will be 
washed away as by a swollen river, and will tlius prevent (;oncep- 
tion. Such cases are to be treated as other cases of Menorrliagia. 

When the female conceives on the 4th, Gtli, 8th, 10th, and 12t!i 
days of the menses they are the fortunate days. It is when concep- 
tion occurs, towards the last of these days, that; the offspring will 
live long and have few diseases. If eoiiception occurs after the 
12th day, it is unfavonrabh* to tlie offspring. When conception 
occurs oil the uneipial days of the menses, a female child will be 
born ; w^liile on tlie (‘tpial a mah* will be prodiu ed. 

Numerous forms of irregularities, and diseases of the menses 
prevent concept ioii, tJie principal of which are derangements ol’ 
the humours, in which cases the air, bile, and phlegm stop the 
flow of the menses, by closing the passages by which this evacua- 
tion flows. 

When the menses are irregular, or are stopped, the \\\)man should 
live on fish, a kind of pulse called hidotha^ linseed (tel), masculi, 
butter, curdled milk, acids, and sura (a kind of wine). 

Durga asked Siva the nature of the body, Sl>a answered ; know, 
O Durga ! that tlie body is formed by a mixture of the <*iiergy of 
the male and female, in this way : During a fortunate eoimexion 
the heat produced gives the semen the quality of the water, and 
the air conveys it to the uretlira of tlie male, frrflu which it 
passes into tlie vagina. When it enters the uterus it mixes with the 
heating qiuJities of the which the menses possesses, and forms 
the embryo. It is when the mixture takes place, and has become 
solid, by their respective qualities of cold ami heat to which the soul 
is added. Should the germ have more of the qualities of the semen, 
a male child will he formed, and of the menses a female child ; 
and should the qualities of both be eqiud, the child will be a 
hermaphrodite. 

Signs of conception. The indications of conception, during the 
day it has taken place are ; the woman feeling fatigued, languid, 
and tliirsty, a weakness of the two thighs, a retention of the 
semen and blood in the uterus, and a throbbing in the vagina. 
The signs (f Pregnaneg^ are the skin round the nipples becoming 
a dork colour, and the hair upon the body becoming more distinct 
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and'immiiuent. The person feels weak, the eyelids lieavy, and tiie 
eyelashes closed ; much saliva is secreted ; sickness and vomiting 
occur ; and even pleasant smelling things are disliked, and produce 
sickness. In this condition the woman must not approach her hus- 
band ; she must avoid fasting, vomiving, or strong purgatives ; grief 
or fear ; stretching or severe coughing ; dragging heavy weights ; 
riding on horseback ; sleeping during the day ; or sitting up at 
night. She roust not be bled, nor strain in passing her dejections. 

During Pregnancy, if tlie woman is not gratiiied with what she 
wishes to eat, and the air is deranged, the child will be crooked 
and cripple, or will be small in size, dumb, or cannot speak distinct- 
ly ; will be blind, or hnve his eyes defective, or will be an unbeliever 
in the sacred shastres. In other such cases these defects are pro- 
duced by acts of previous wickedness of his own, or of his parents 
ill a former state of existence. 

Whatever is wanted by the pregnant womafi should therefore be 
supplied, when a perfect child will be born. If the woman desires 
to see a Rajah, the child will be great and rich ; should the mother 
wish to adorn herself, the child will be wdil formed and vain ; 
should the mother wish to see a holy man, the child will bo holy, 
and just, and if she longs to sec ferocious animals the offspring will 
be of that description. In like maimer the desire for particular sorts 
of food indicates the disposition of the infant, and the form of his 
body. When the mother wishes to eat buffalo’s flesh the child will 
liave blood-sliot eyes, much hair, and he will be warlike ; and when 
liog’s flesh, he will be sluggish, and sleepy. 

If any injury be done to the mother, or she suffers in any way, 
rhe child in like iiiaiiner suffers. The menses, after conception, goI*s 
ill part to flirm the phiceiit;i, and as tiie blood flows every month, it 
coagulates to form tlio embryo ; an upper layer being added every 
month to the* mnbryo, ami aiiotiier portion to the breasts, of the 
mother by which the imunmm are increased in size. 

The pt'riod of d<*livery extends from nine to twelve months, and 
after this time when the female is not delivered, the abdominal 
swelling must be considered os the effect of disc isc. 


CHAPTER III. 

Otowth ami faucliom of the liody. 

There is no peculiar organ for th(» semen, but it is 8U})i)oscti to 
lie contained in every fwt of the Imdy, us butter is in the milk, or 
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•iiignr ill tlif* siigai-caiip. Thor** is a duct on tlie right side of tlio 
moutli oi‘ the uriiiiirv bladder, where it is collected, and passes 
fhrougli th(* urethra in the time of coition. 

TIk* mouses of the woman disappears when she conceives, and it 
circulates towards the mamime wliere it i s collected and produces 
milk. 

The germ thus forjn«*d c-oiitaiiis a small proportion of tlic five ele- 
ments ; each of wdiich assists in promoting the devclopemeiit of 
the other elements, and of the l>ody in general. Jiva or tin; 
soul is last engendered, and like firb“])rod!iced by a burning glass, 
the mi\tuie of the menses and semen jn-odnee heat. When the 
air wSej)a rates the ])articles of the semen it produces twins, triplets, 
&c. M hen one of the constituent parts of the embryo is unheal- 
thy, the conc(*pti()ri will be so ; and, if iioth the menses and semen 
arc impure, as when the parents are afiected with leprosy, the off- 
sj)ring will also be affii<*tcd with this disease. 

The germ in the uterus is like a slmib, tlie vesseds of which are 
connected w ith the uterus, by whicli the blood of the mother is cir- 
culated in it, and nourished. The germ is near the fire of the mother 
at the navel, is inflated by the air (vAyu) and fire, which the embryo 
contains, by which it is txpuiidod into its different parts, forming 
the vessels, circulating the juices, and from which its members 
are formed ; lik(^ the potter giving figure to the piece of clay upon 
his wheel. 

In the fir^t montli, the mixture of the semen and menses forms 
small mass like a pea (kolala) ; seven days after conception it has 
the form of a bubble, or inflated bag. On the tenth it is red, and 
on the fifteenth it resembles a small round piece of flesh : This 
sliortly enlarges in the same imperce]»tible way nc the Moon enlarges 
in size (.lyotistatwa) : At one month it has small fibres proceeding 
from it, and is animated with life (Prdna). The point of the vertebral 
column, is to the body, what Mount Svmerii is to the world, and i.. 
that i)oint the gods of the body reside (Jlramha, Vishnu, &c.) 

Should the germ become of a circular form (pinda), it denotes a 
male ; an oblong fo^-ni (Pashie) a female ; and an ircgular form 
(Arbuda) a hermai»hrodite. In the third month five eminences 
appear, which when developed become the hands, feet, and head. 
The other smaller parts of the body are then but imperfectly 
formed. 

In the fourth month the members are more distinctly developed ; 
and the heart of the fetus being perfectly formed, life receives its 
active powers, and has a desire for the assistance of sense and ac- 
tivity, Life then acts as in its former state of existence* 



In the fifth month, tlie powers of the mind are increased ; and life 
performs its usual actions. The nose, mouth, eyes, tliroat, and 
abdomen may now be distinguished ; and at six mouths all tlio mem- 
bers are formed, and the understanding is added. 

At the seventh month, the body is completely formed, and the 
members can act separately, and possess life, mind, and understand- 
ing. The essence of the strength t)f the system (ozah) is imperfectly 
formed, even at the 8th month ; and on this account, should the 
infant be born during this month, it will die. During the 8th month 
the joints are formed, the parts move on e. jh other, tlie fetus re- 
quires food, and, by the heat of the mother strength is added. At 
nine months the mind and memory are active, it moves about, and 
it receives nourishment from the motlier. According to some, by 
means of a vessel which passes from the mother’s breasts to the 
mouth of the embryo ; by others it is stated that the vessels of the 
umbeliacal cord have a cornmuiiication with the vessels of the mother, 
and convey blood to the fetus, by which it is increased in size. In the 
9tii month, the woman is to remove to the house (sutikd grirah) pre- 
pared for her delivery. 

At the tenth mouth * the fetus acquires knowledge, and prays to 
God, and secs tlie seven heavens, the earth, and the inferior regions. 
By the air of the pelvis (opana bayu) the fetus is then expelled ; 
as an arrow is shot from a bow, and the (^hild falls insensible to tlie 
ground. All his former knowledge is immediately forgotten, and 
on losing so many pleasing illusions, he cries (Jotis). 

During the time tlie fetus is in the uterus it does not discharge 
its evacuations because they are in small quantities, and the air 
which discharges them is not present in the intestines (iwkasia). 
The fetus does not cry in the uterus, as the mouth is closed by the 
ietal membranes, the wind-pipe is fill(‘d with phh'gin, and there 
is no passage for air. TJie respiration, sleej), and turning of the 
fetus are performed by the mother, as she sleeps, &c. 

By nature, the situation and form of the ditierent parts oftlicbody 
are developed. So that the hair is formed on one part, and is absent 
at another part of the body. If the quality of luippiuess (satwa- 
guna) be in excess, the child knows the state it held in its former 
condition ; and does good or bad actions accordingly, and acquires 
its former qualities. 

The hard substances of the fetus, as hairs, bones, nails, teeth, 


* Nine Calender months seem necessary for the perfection of the 
fetus; that is 39 weeks or 273 days from conception. The liiiidu 
Sbastres allow ten calender months or 300 days. 
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vessels, ligaments, &c., are produced from the semen, and resemble the 
same parts in the father ; and the soft parts as flesh, blood, fat, 
marrov, heart, navel, liver, spleen, intestines, are formed principally 
from the blood of the motiier, and resemble her. 

The growth and strength of tlic body, the different colours and 
the duration of life, are produced from the (rasa) according to the 
qualities of the food of different kinds generally taken by the parents. 
The senses, knowledge of the arts, and life (jiva), happiness, misery, 
are produced from the parent’s good or bad actions in a former state 
of existence. 

Tho fetus in utero is bent on itself with his head upwards, and 
mouth towards the spine of the mother. Ilis hands and feet are 
bent, and during parturition the air turns the body and brings 
the head downwards, and he knows his former history. The uterus 
is a dark and disagreeable place, which the Brahmans eledge is a 
kind of purgatory. If the mother eats proper food, the child re- 
ceives its nourishment from the umbelical cord which is connect- 
ed with the mother, and by means of the cord the blood is con- 
veyed to the fetus which thereby grows. 

The sex of the infant is known by the right mamm® containing 
milk first, the right eye being larger than the left, the woman wish- 
ing food of the masculine kind, and dreaming of the water lilies of 
difierent species, and her mouth, and the colour of her lips of an 
agreeiible colour. The opposite indications are the proof of an in- 
fant being of the male sex. Twins are known by a depression along 
the centre of the abdomen ; and when the two sides of the abdomen 
are depressed, and the lower end is a little prominent, with a depres- 
sion ill the middle, a hermaphrodite is known to be contained in 
the uterus. 

The small vessels in the embryo produce first its growth, before 
the members are produced. The mixture of the semen and blood 
or embryo increase, and life enters it ; the air separates tlic 
different members, the fire prepares the elements, tho water 
moistens, the earth stiffens, and the sky ((ik^sa) increases the fetus. 
When the embryo has hands, feet, mouth, nose, ears, buttocks, &c., 
then it is called the human body, and is composed of six principal 
parts ; four extremities, the trunk, head, abdomen, back, umbilicus, 
forehead, chin, nose, neck, bladder, are the single parts of the body. 
The pairs are the ears, eyes, nostrils, eyebrows, temples, shoulders, 
cheeks, axillas, mamm®, testicles, sides, buttocks, knees, arms, thighs, 
The body has nine orifices, like a house with nine doors. Tliey 
are Ihc urethra, anus, mouth, nostrils, eyes, and ears ; The vagina 
forms the tenth in the female. There are ten fingers and ten toes, TJte 
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other parts of the body are the skin, Kolah, (tissues) fluids (dhiltu) ; 
dejections, (mala) ; and humours (dossoh) ; with tlie liver, spleen, 
lungs, pancreas, heart, stomach, urinary and gall bladders ; tlie 
intestines, kidnies, vessels, ligaments, tendons, membranes, median 
connections of the body, bones, joints, muscles, vital parts, the 
veins, arteries, nerves, and capillary vessels, esophagus, wind- 
pipe, &c. 

Saunaka says that the head is first fonned, because ; it is 
the principal part of all the organs of sense. Kritahirya says that 
the heart is first formed, because it is tlie seat of the mind and 
knowledge. Others that the lunbiliacus is first formed, because 
from that centre ^he otlier members grow. Some say the trunk, and 
others that the hands and feet are first formed, as they are the root 
of the active members. IJhanwantari says tliat all these opinions are 
incorrect, and that all the members are formed at the same time but 
are, extremely small, as the first sprig of the bamboo contains the 
leaves, &c, of the future plant ; and as a coast it iient part of the 
mangoe is only visible in its state of ripeness, and cannot be 
detected when the tree is green. 

With the child is produced, the period of !iis life, his actions, 
whether virtuous or vicious ; his acquirement of riches, or experience 
of the senses, and death, will be varied according to the actions he 
performed in his former state of existence. The acuteness of his 
senses, the extent of knowledge, the duration of his life, and hap- 
piness or misery, being produced from the soul ; so the strength, 
colour, health, memory, will be derived from the nature of the food 
used by the parents. 

As long as the elements remain in due proportion, the body re- 
mains in health, this state is called Prakriti^ and when increased 
or diminished in its proper proportions it is called Vikriti, 

On these qualities, and to these alone, the physician at- 
tends. From the elements, the eleven senses are produced to 
perform their peculiar offices, as the sound of the ear, &c., and 
is confined to it. 

The parts of the fetus are formed in the foil Dwing manner:— 

The Liver and spleen are fonned from the blood ; Lungs from 
its froth ; and the large intestines (cecum) from its impurities. 
The essential parts of blood and phlegm are concocted by the fire 
of the body, into which the air (vdyu) enters, and forms the intestines, 
anus, and bladder. The tongue is fonned from the essential parts 
of blood, phlegm, and flesh. 

Air, with the assistance of a proper degree of heat, separates 
the soft parts, and forms canals, and passing between the flesh forms! 
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tlio different inubclos. When those canals are filled up with marrow 
they form nones. This opinion arises from their suj)posin^ that the 
hrain and spinal marrow are the niamnv of tlicse bones. The air 
t*nteriiig among tlie soft parts forms the different receptacles 
of the bod'', as the stomach and kidnies, which are derived from the 
essential parts of the blood. The testicles, and its appendages are 
fornu'd from the pure part of flesh, blood, phlegm, and liit. The 
heart is formed by the essential parts of blood and i)hlegm, to 
wl)i(‘li all the principal arteries are coiiiiected, by which life is pre- 
scr\’c*d. It resembles a water lily, with its head turned downw'ards. 
When the person is awake it is in activity, and when asleep it is 
sluggish. It is the seat of the understanding ; and if the (piality of 
darkness and ignorance predominates (tamagima) the person sleeps, 
and when the (satwaguna) prevails the person remains awake. 

Sleep is a kind of deatli, derived from Vishnu, and the ignorant 
sh'ep mueh, and those who lane much sotwiignna sleep about mid- 
night, and those wlio have much rajogiina sleep oceasionally and 
witliout any reasonable cause. When th(‘ tamohguna and phlegm 
predominate in the heart, a kind of sleep (syncopy) occurs, from 
which the individual cannot be awaken : In tliis it resembles 
doatli. 

8Ieep dining the day shotdd always be avoided, e.vcept during 
excessive heat, as it is considered a sin, and is unfivourablo to 
health by deranging the humours aud producing disease ; such as 
coughing, asthma, catarrli, heaviness of tlie body, pain of the bod}', 
dyspejjsy, fever. Want of sleep at night, produces the diseases 
of air and bile. But children aud old people, and those wlio 
have indulged in an excess of venery, who have consumption, 
drink imieli, or are much fatigueil by travelling, or other exercises, 
or those who are very hungiy, or labour under indigestion, may 
sleep an hour (48 minutes) in the day time. If the person does 
not sleep during the night, he may take half the quantity of sleep 
during the day. Sleeping during the day deranges air, bile, and 
phlegm, and many diseases are produced by it ; as coughing, diflicult 
breathing, &c. ^Night watcliing deranges air, and bile, and pro- 
duces various diseases ; hence sleep should be taken *it night. By 
sleeping at the proper time it will prevent disease, and will retain the 
heart, as well as strength, (!olour, and semen in their proper state. 
It will also prevent too great thinness or fatness, and such a 
person, with a good constitution, may live a hundred years. 

When phlegm is diminished, and air and bile increased, by 
passions, and any hun^our of the body lessened by their causes, flic 
sleep is disturbed. 
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If* a person regulates sleep by his will, it will not be favour- 
able. A certain period of sleep daily, is necessary to health. Too 
much air, bile, or grief, destroys sleep, diminishes the dh^tu, and 
injures the health of the body. In such cases oil with turmeric 
and other like things applied to the head, and the body will promote 
sleep. Bathing has a like effect, as also champooing, eating good 
rice, flower^ peas, cake' sweet-me^jts, oleaginous food, milk, with 
the juice of flesh, especially animals that burrow in the ground, or 
the flesh of birds, rasins, and sugar eaten at night. The bed, &c., 
being soft and agreeable, will also promote sleep. 

When sleep ^ protracted it if to be obviated by vomits (song- 
sodhana) and a purge, by spare food, blood letting, and causes pro- 
ducing mental depression. When cough, or fat, or poison have pro- 
duced it, exercise is to be taken at night. When there is thirst, 
colic, or hiccough, want of digestion, or diarrhoea, sleeping in the 
day is proper. 

Dreaming, It is the soul which dreams. Whatever was seen 
or heard when awake, is represented by the mind, during sleep ; 
and is the impression of good or bad actions, when there is much 
rajahguna in the heart. 

Drowsiness^ is indicated by the senses not remaining in their state 
of activity ; the body is heavy, the person yawns, he is tired, is 
drowsy, and desires to sleep. It is produced by an excess of p/r, 
phlegm, and tomahguna. 

Yawning. During a long inspiration the mouth is extended, fol- 
lowed by a short expiration, and a flow of tears from the eyes, is 
called yawning. 

Langour is when the perse i is fatigued without a cause, and the 
respiration is weak, and imperfect. 

Laziness when the person has the capacity, without the inclination 
to act ; and wishes enjoyment without exertion. 

, Nat sea is accompanied with an increased flow of saliva and tears, 
with pain in the breast, and an effort to reject the food, but it does 
not reach the mouth. 

Fainting. When bile (pitta) and tamaguna are in excess, it 
produces this effect. 

Swooning is produced by an excess of rajaguna, with bile and 
air. 

Digestion. Six varieties of the digested part of food or chyle are 
distinguishable. When the food is astringent, 8t)iir, moi^t, &c., the 
chyle wiU bec6mc of the same nature. Vlien digestion is accomplished^ 
the respective elements unite with those which bad entered into the 
formation of the body ; the earth unites with the earth, the water with 
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the water, kc*, and they, acting on the inherent qualities of each of 
the hve elements, mix and increase those in the body ; smell, 
the property of earth, with that of the body ; taste with water, touch 
with air, and noise with ether (dkdsa). The juice thus separated from 
its impurities is called chyle (rasa), which nourishes, strengthens, 
and gives colour to the body. 

Some Pandits suppose that it requires a day and night to form 
and distribute the digested mass, to the last deposited part the 
semen and menses ; others suppose six days are required, and some 
one month before digestion is completed. The first class of Pandits 
suppose the fluids are formed and circulated as a wheel turning 
round, and supplying the various essentia' parts of the body (dhdtu.) 
If an article of food or medicine increases much the semen, and 
fluids, they may require only a day and night to accomplish this, 
and such an increase cures some diseases of the body. As the beard 
does not grow, nor the flower yield its smell at an early stage of 
their growtli ; so in tLj child, the semen, and the menses remain 
for a certain time undeveloped which is also the case in old age, 
like over ripe firuit. 

The strength, or vital principle of the body ( Oja or tej) is situ- 
ated in the chest along its centre, and is produced by a mixture of 
the pure fluid ; in the S8n;e manner as a bee sucks the juice froUi dif- 
ferent flowers, and produces honey. Oja exists as long as the per- 
son lives, and it is this which retains the body in its healthy state. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Structure of the Corporeal part of the Body {Analmty,) 

The Body consists of Humours, {Dossoh) and essential par^s, {dhdtr ) 
with their appendages : — 

Section 1. 

Humours, 

The air (vayu*), Bile (pitta f), and Phlegm (kofaj), are the 
three pillars or supjiorts of the system. If deranged they art: 

* Viyu from Va, to go, was first formed. 

t Pe' 1 , from Tapah, hot ; from which the heat of the Body is derived. 
Koffa, siUso\ from siliso, to embrace. 
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tW ‘Cause of disease, and death; ana, with the blood, they retain, 
and eventually destroy the body. Without these three Humours 
and the blood the individual could not exist. With the essential parts 
of the body, anu the appendages, and impurities, t'ley form the 
fabric of the body. 

As the moon sheds moisture, and abstracts the Sun’s rays, which 
dry up and bestow energy upon the eart^., and the aii moves from 
place to place, so does phlegm bestow moisture, bile withdraws it by 
its heat, and air wafts it about in the microcosm, or animal body *. 

Va'yu, spirit, or air, flows through all parts of the body, 
and performs all its actions. It is ox the active quality (rajaguna) ; 
is invis'ble, is of a cooling quality, is extremely light, and is always 
flowing more or less quickly ; it conveys the essential parts over 
the body ; perforr s respiration, and all the actions at the outlets 
of the body, the circulation of the fluids, and activity of the 
senses, and of the understanding. It dries up the fluids, is soft, but is 
afiected by heat, and cold ; and like the Sun’i rays, it piepares and 
separates the fluids, and dejections. It produces liappine£«- when 
healthy, and with heat increases the hot state of the system. It is 
principally found in the small intestines (puckas^ia), thighs, ears, 
eyes, senses, and all the canals, the testicles, and the anus. It pro- 
duces the active properties of the body and its organs, and retains the 
body in its proper state. There are kinds of air according to the 
situations they occupy. 

a. Vital air {Prana vit/u) which passes through the mouth and 
nose, and by it diglutitioii is performed. It is situated in the chest, 
and is the supporter of pr&na^ or life. * While this remains in 
health, so does the iiidivirUial ; it gives movement to the blood, 
and by it the food and drink are conveyed to the stomach, and 
strength to tiie body : when diseased it produces hiccough, and diffi- 
culty of breathing, &c. 

b, Ap&na vdyu is contained in the rectum, urc-hra, &c. ; and 
is situated under the puckasia, It separates the dejections, urine, 
semen, menses, and expels the fetus. It is also situated in the 
buttocks. When deranged it produces diseases of the bladder, and 
the anus, diseases of the semen, and constipation. 

r. Snmana vaipi is situated in the stomech, and small intestines 

* This ingenious theory which has been so frequently renewed, and 
v.as for so many ages universally believed, s-^ems to have been derived 
from ^ the Hindus ; from whom it was adopted by the Egyptian and 
Grecian Priesthood. ^ It is defective, however, in excluding the blood 
vtrluch, notwithstanding, has been stated as one of the fundamental parts 
of tlie IJody. 
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(amassia, and puckassia) ; performs the digestion of the food, 
separates the impurities, produces blood, and fat, and separates the 
urine, alvine evacuations, &c. When diseased it produces loss of 
appetite, goolmoh, diarrhoea, &c. 

d, Vdana hayu is situated in the hollow of the neck, above the 
sternum. In health it p’^oduces speech and singing ; and other 
functions of the voice, abo\e the colar bones. When deranged it 
produces various diseases of the upper part of the neck. 

e. Beana hayu is found acting in conveying the fluids over the 
body, and in performing its functions, and those of the juices. It 
produces the flow of the blood; and perfe/ms walking, jumping, open- 
ing of the eyes, raising or depressing tilings, &c. If diseased all the 
body becomes affected. 

Vital air is thus supposed to flow over the body, to produce and 
to retain the various vital functions of the body ; as joy, respiration, 
and its various actions : it also mixes with the humours, and regu- 
lates the movements of the body. 

When the air is diminished weakness is produced, the person 
speaks little, he is melancholy, and it diminishes the understanding, 
&c. Vital air, is deranged by carrying heavy weights, by severe 
exercise, by excess in venery, much study, falls, or walking very fast : 
by always pressing the Lody, by injuries, fasting, jumping, or swim- 
ming ; by not sleeping at night, by riding upon horse-bock, ele- 
phants, or in carriages ; by much wa^’iing, or using much sour, 
pungent, bitter, or dry substances, or light cooling vegetables, 
flesh or certain kinds of pulse, &c. Air may be deranged by the 
quantity and quality of the food which is eaten, by certain ac- 
tions of the body, and by exposure to the cold, and moist air, 
early in the moruiiig. If all the varieties of Vayu are diseased the 
person dies. 

2nd, Bile {jntta) is a hot, bitter, oily fluid, having a {peculiar 
smell, like that of raw flesh. It is of a blue colour and sour, when 
anconcocted ; and is hot and pungent like fire or pepper, and of a 
yellow colour when properly p.'» pared. It produces animal heat, 
and it possesses the quality of Satwaguna. It is situated principally 
in the stomach {Amassia), and small intestines {puckasia .) ; but it is 
also found in the liver, spleen, heart, eye, and skin ; where it is mixed 
with th( blood, other fluids. Its principal situation, howevei, 
is between the stomach and small intestines, from which it passes to 
the different pai*ts of the body in which it is found. There are the 
following five kinds of Bile. 

a. PachekUy or that which assists digestion, and is situated be- 
tween the stomach and small intestines. It digests the six kinds of 
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food ; and separates the chyle, urine, and feces. As the sun imparts 
its properties {tej) to the moon, so bile imparts its properties to the 
phlegm, situated in the stomach. The stomach is therefore like a 
cooking pot containing water and food, which is boiled by the heat 
of the bile underneath it. In this way digestion is performed, and 
the blood is rendered more fluid. 

When digestion is performed its qualities are like fire, and dries 
up the thin part of the food, and is called onola or fire, and se- 
parates the pure part from its dregs. It gives strength to the body, 
and as a candle enlightens objects around, so bile conveys its pro- 
perties OA'er all the body. 

b. In ^he liver and splee the bile gives a red colour to the 
chyle, and is called ranjaka, 

c. In the heart it produces sense, memory, pride, and is called 
Sadaka. 

d. In the eyes it produces sight, and is called alochoka, 

e. It gives the skin its shining, clear, and healthy colour ; absorbs 
applications to the skin, and is called brajoka. Bile when not 
deranged produces the sense of sight, digestion, and the functions 
of organs by its heating and concocting properties. It produces 
appetite, and thirst, and retains the body soft, giving the pro- 
pei colour to the body ; and also joy, pride, memory, &c. Bile 
varies in difterent seasons ; in July and August it is increased ; in 
September and October it is liable to be diseased ; and in March 
and April it is diminished. 

When deranged, the internal fire or heat of the body is diminish- 
ed, as also iis colour, and digestion. In this case the nourishing 
chyle (rasa) is not properly separated in tlie organ called Amassia, 
and produces the indigestable dejections called ama, or more pro- 
perly white slimey discharges. If the s^ime be mixed with air, 
bile, aiid phlegm it deranges the seven dhdtu. 

The increase of the five elements, and their five qualities, of 
which the body is couiposed, will be best understood by following 
the course and changes of the food when eaten. The food by means 
of pr&n viyu reaches the stomach (amassia\ where it is softened 
and mixed with the piilegm in the stomach, and becomes red and 
sweet. By the air situated in the navel {samdna the fire is in- 

creased, and it digests the food in the stomach, whicli becomes frotliy 
and sour, it then passes to the place of bile (grinni), which is si- 
tuated between the stomach and small intestines. When well con- 
cocted by the bile situated there, the food becomes pungent, being 
mij^ed with the chyle. It then passes to the pukassia, or place in 
which digestion is perfected, and is separated from its impurities. 
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The impure fluid part passes by means of vessels into the bladder ; 
and the solid impurities by means of the apitn vapUy passes into the 
moldsia, or large intestines. The pure part of the digested food is of 
a milky colour, and is conveyed to the he art by means of the domoi - 
nic vessels, where it is mixed with the blood. Charaka calls these 
vessels the chyle carrying vessels {rasyani). 

Should the fire be too strong it burns the food, and it becomes 
sour, and generates bile. Wlien the fire dries the food, it produces a 
hard mass, which is bitter. After digestion the prepared food some- 
times becomes sour, by its mixture with substances of this quality. 
When digestion is not properly performed, the internal fire and 
strength are diminished ; tlie person beeomes weakened, and diseases 
are produced, oarticularly the disease which is called dma. 

When morbidly increased in the body, bile produces a yellowness 
of the skin, much heat, a desire for cooling articles of food, and a 
loss of sleep and strength. The person cannot see perfectly, and his 
eyes, feces, and urine become yellower than usual. 

The hair of a person with such a temperament, becomes quickly 
grey, he perspires easily, his body is pale, his eyes are easily inflam- 
ed, and he is impatient, perverse, oph dative, vain, anu consequen- 
tial j is amorous, his conversation unguarded, is addicted to false- 
hood, is fond of abstruse studies, &c. Bile is deranged by anger, 
grief, fear, covetousness, malice, great fatigue, fasting, by eating 
roasted articles of food, by excessive veuery, by sour, salt, and hot or 
heavy food, by mustard oil, or cakes ; by certain kinds of pulse, as 
mustard seed ; by vegetables, fish, flesh, curdled milk, butter-milk, 
spirits, and heat of all khids. 

Zrd, The Phlegm (Kofa), is the impurity of the chyle, and 
it is conveyed by the prana vayu along the domonic vessels, and 
mixes with the rest of the phlegm in the body. It is cooling, 
moist, sweet, and when imperfectly prepared it is salt, and mixes 
substances together, &c. It is wliite, heavy, oleaginous, and gli.v 
tening, and possesses the quality of tomohguna in excess. It is 
principally found in the stomach, in the breast, in the heart, at 
the root of the neck, in the head, in the eyes, in the throat, and 
tongue ; and is found in the joints, in vessels, and all moist parts. 
There are five kinds described : — 

a. In the stomach {amasia) it softens the food, and lubricates 
them together, and is called Kledoka, 

h, Ahalamhana, is situated in the shoulder-joint, and neck, and 
it strengthens tliese parts, and also the breast. 

c. In the tongue and tliroat, it produces the various tastes, 
and is called, Unsamt, 



47 


di In the head, it keeps the brain, the eyes, and other senses 
moist. It retains thdr respective qualities, and is called Strehena, 

e. It keeps the joints moist and ready to perform their actions, 
and is cidled slesona. 

If not deranged it retains the body in its proper state, produces 
its glistening appearance, and moist state. It strengthens the joints, 
produces the heaviness and strength of the body, and enters into 
the formation of semen. The temperament it produces is indicat- 
ed by a greenish colour, and the person is fortunate, is of a fine 
colour, and is fond of sweet things. He is grateful, patient, and 
is without covetousness. He is strong with a white eye, his hair 
is black, and he dreams of water. 

When morbidly diminished it produces iiapurities ; the body 
dries, the internal heat is increased, digestion is diminished, tlie 
joints move with difficulty, the person is incommoded with thirst, 
weakness, and watching. In this state it le^tes its natural situ- 
ations, and passea to other parts of the body. It is deranged 
by sleeping during the day, taking no exercise, using much 
sweet, salt, sour, or cooling substances ; as also oleaginous and 
heavy articles of food, as' milk, and the like ; barley, various 
kinds of rice, the flesh of the buffalo, and those animals which 
live in water. It is also deranged by eating always the same 
food, or eating too often, or cooling things of all kinds. This 
humour is also deranged by the seasons ; in November and De- 
cember it is increased, in March and April it is liable to be de- 
ranged, and in May and June it is diminished. When much in- 
creased it produce indigestion, loss of appetite, langour, lassi- 
tude^ and vomiting. 

It is supposed that the phlegm is contained in the parts above the 
navd, bile in the trunk above the pelvis, and air in and below the 
pelvis. In the morning phlegm predominates when the body feels 
cool ; in the middle of the day, bile predo’ninates, when people feel 
hot ; and in the evening air is the strongest : at niglit the skme order 
is observed. When these divisions meet, phlegm and air are the 
strongest. In like manner the age of man is divided into three 
period ; to the 15th year phl^m is strongest ; to the 50th, or man- 
hood, bile is the strongest ; and after that, or in old age, air pr«;- 
dominates. In like manner where these periods meet, phlegm and 
air are strongest. 

The same changes are observed m the seasons, and in the period 
of digestion of food, and physicians should be careful of them in the 
deployment of remedies. On this account hot things should be 
given in the morning or to the young ; cooling things in the middle 
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of the day, or to adults ; and tonic and pungent food in the evening, 
or in old age. 

The bcven dMtu and the impurities remain at rest and incapable 
of action until acted on by air (vayu), and are wafted by it over 
all parts of the body, as clouds are wafted about by the wind, and 
through its influence they perform their respective actions. The 
air (vayu) presides over the ton senses, and is therefore the 
natural lord of all the actions of the body ; it acts quickly and 
strongly ; often deranges bile and phLgm, and produces many 
diseases. It is always present in the body, gives strength, and 
retains it in a state of health. It is diftiised every where over the 
body, as well as in the world, of which it is the ruler, performing 
all the actions in it. 

Sometimes the different humours are increased in quantity, either 
separately, or in combination of two or more together ; but bile and 
phlegm cannot pass from their o^vn receptacles by themselves, with- 
out the assistance of air, which is the only active humour, as a high 
wind striking upon water, throws it about, so vital air acting upon 
the other humours increase them in quantity, and they are thrown 
about out of their proper receptacles. Thus, when air, bile, phlegm, 
and blood are increased, they pass from their own receptacles and 
mix with the other humours. Sometimes they are diffused over the 
whole body ; at other times to only a part which is irritated, and 
then form disease, like the cloud which accumulates over a part, 
throws down rain there. 

If air is mucli deranged, it leaves its own receptacle, and passes to 
another situation, producing noise in an unusual situation. Bile in 
like manner produces heat, a burning sensation, and dryness ; when 
phlegm is increased, and is changed in its position at the time of 
its passage, it destroys appetite and digestion, and produces langour 
and vomiting. In cases where air, bile, phlegm, and blood are de- 
ranged, and accumulated in the abdomen ; they diminish appetite 
and strength, produce giilmoh and bradrodri, or large abcesses in the 
abdomen ; also costiveness, cholera, dysentery. See, 

If deranged, air passes to the receptacle of bile, the medicines for 
this disease are to be employed for its cure ; and bile, if deranged, 
passes to phlegm. This is to be cured by removing diseased bile. 
If phlegm passes to the locality of air, this is to be cured in the 
usual way. 

Brumha, the creator of the world, is full of the rajagunay and 
resembles air ; while bile resembles Vishnu, and is like him full of sat- 
waguna. lu like manner phlegm resembles Siva, with his inactive 
qualities, and is the destroyer of the body. 
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Wken these liiimoiirs aocuimilate in the blndder they ptoduec 
diabetes, stone, disuvia, and other diseases of th(» nrine. When 
they accumulate in flu* j)enis they pnaliiec* strietur<‘s. swellings, &e. 
In the anus they produce tistula-iii-ano, )>iles, and the like. In 
the scrotum and testicles, they produce diilerent forms of Ilytlrocele. 
If towards the head lliey produce the various dis(*ases of the head, 
eyes, Ac. When collected in the blood and tlesh. the humours ])ro- 
diice leprosy, diiTerent kinds of cutaneous diseases, and iutiaimuation. 
If to the fat they produce ditlerent kinds of tumours and swellings, 
particularly of glaudular parts. In the bone tliey produce indamina- 
t ion, and other like diseases. In the feet elephantiasis, rheumatism, 
and the like. When ditfused over the whole la)dy, fever and other 
diseases of the body, as small ])ox, Ac., arc tlic cons(‘C|uence. 

If such derangements of the humours reinaiu for some time their 
(‘ffects may appear afterwards, and slowly produce the peculiar 
symptoms of disease. 


Skction JL 

Essevtial Paris ( D/tdfu,) 

Tin* Essential Parts, or the su])j)orters of the body, consist of the 
Inird and soft parts, and fluids of ti»e body. 

These are tlie <’li\le (rasa), blood (rakfa). tlesh (mrinsa), fat 
(meda), boiu' (osthi), mavn»w (mapa), and s< men (sakra). These 
s/‘veii (‘sscntial parts of the body form ihe fetus, nourish, and 
sustain life, and retain tin* system in a healthy state; they gi\e the 
soft feel, the colour, and the strength of tin* boil\, and the action 
of the senses. When diseascul or diminished, the body wast(‘s, and 
the person dies. Tims will the period of lite vary with the kind of 
fo( d which is used. Good chyle produces good health, and witli 
it bravery, strength, and a fine colour of the ])ody, and retentive 
memory. 

a, Chjfle (rasa) that moves in the body is obtained, and is sepa- 
rated from tlie four kinds of food which is digested, and is 
said to be the essence (stira) of the food. It has a glutinous, 
cooling, and li(piid appearance ; is sweet, and is of a white co- 
lour. It is principally situated in the heart, liver, and spleen ; 
and by meaiis of the vessels called daman(H>, it is conveyed to the 
diflerent parts of the Ixwly hy i\\a samana nhjn; and nourishes 
the dliatii, and is chang by the bile (ranjaka) into blood (rakta) in 
the liver. This kind of bile is supposed to redden the fluid.s, when 
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ii is calU‘<l blood. Tho chyle thus ch.-ingcd mixes with the blood, by 
moans ut‘ tin* snmnna, r/upt. If tlie Bile be either too strong, or not 
strung enough; or tin food is not properly digested, it becomes 
pungent, h sr. t s ii sour taste in the mouth, and like poison produces 
dise ase. Tin* eliyle then passes along to the heart, to nourish and 
increase tin- (ilailn and ])arts of the body, as fields irrigated by 
canals of water, w hieli moisten, and afford them its qualities. When 
chyle is mueli increased it prodnccs nausea, and an increased secre- 
tion of sal'va. ''J’here arc two varieties of chyle ama (eli}ine), 
slightly impure, and imkwa or chyle in its pure state which 

nourishes the body. 

Tliere is a difference <»f opinion as to the uses of the chyle, some 
supposing that it nourishes the parts directly, others suppose tliat 
by means of vital air (Praii-vayu), it is conveyed to the danianee 
vessels by ^hicli it is sent to the blood, and mixes with it in 
the spleen and liver, where ‘t becomes red, is purified by the bile, 
and remains there for five days and a half. It then passes to 
the flesh, and reiuains there some time, and is purified by the bile 
(pitta), or a kind of internal Are, and is conveyed to the different 
parts of tfie body, which it retains at its proper temperature, and 
nourishes tlie flesh. In the same way it passes to and remains in the 
fat, bone, Ike., which it nourishes, and purifies with one part; while 
another impure pari (mala) is rejected. Perspiration is the impu- 
rity of the blood in the fat ; as the tartar is the impurity of the teeth ; 
and other secr(*tions have impurities which are in like manner 
tlirown ofl*. The last dhatu to wdiich the chyle passes is to the semen, 
which has no dregs : so that the tdiyle, like sugar, requires different 
processes to purify it, and at each stage it throws down impurities. 

The chyle retail ns the j)ersoii in good spirits, increases the blood, 
he., and if not properly prepared, it becomes sour ; and deranges the 
the dha'tu. If dinuiiished there is pain in the breast, the person 
shakes, hab swimming in the head and moistuess in the eyes, wi^i 
thirst. In one month the cliyle changes to blood, flesh, fat, bone, 
and marrow, from which semen, and the menses are produced. 

(k Blood (rakta). The blood is derived from the digested parts 
of tlie chyks ami by being tioncocted by the bile becomes red, when 
it is called blood ; wliich combines, and nourishes the other essential 
parts of the bmly (dhatu). 

The blood is thin and limpid, like water, has a pecidiar smell, >s 
of a red colour, and light. Tliese qualities are derived from the Hve 
elements; as the smell from the earth, the fluidity from the watt 
redness from the fire, mobility from the air, and lightness from the 
ether (akasa). When blood redoniinntes it produces the rednesa 
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**! tin* «‘U*N and body, and fullm*s'; uFilio vessels, in a healthy stale it 
lvr(‘|>s t !i<‘ body of a j’ood <*«)hair, iiiereast*s! slriaii^th, and the Hesli 
in* bulk <»f (he b»nl\, nuiirislus the orphans, and moves, li\es, and 
retains their beinjr. It prtV'rves \itality (jixa) wirn li it distri)>iites 
o\(‘rall tin* body; ]>i!t in different <]!iantilies, beinp: den\(‘d from 
tlie heart as its fbuinaia. 

The blood is knov. n t(* be in, a healthy state, w hen ilu* nails, 
ey<lids, palate, toiiirue, lips, palms of the hands, and soles of the 
fei't are of a rethlisli eoleur, and of a shining apjiearaiiee. h retains 
th<‘ fullness and hurdle’ s rS the alxloinen, giN<*s tlu’ u’llow tinge 
to lh<‘ skin, reduces lie’ !i sit of the bod}', and ri’iiilers it heavy, 
anil listh‘ss. 

Tlie blood is ehanged and )M‘o»niees the meiHsJos, Vkhieh (lifter from 
the puHi fluid, Ix ing formed h} the iiiteinal fire of the body, and 
flowing eoiitinually tlir(*<‘ whole days during every montli ; from the 
to the oOth \ear of agi*. 

AVheii tie* blood is diminished in (piantity iu the bodv, the skin 
lieeomes dry ami rungli, tie* vessels feel la\ and feeble ; it increase,* 
tie* internal heat of the body, and jn'oduees fevers, and other diseases; 
in which sour and cooling food and drink are desir<‘d. 

Blood is ne\er deranged by itself, as Mdiatever a<*ts nnfavonrably 
on it produees lirst its effect upon the air, phlegm, and bile, and 
tlieii it acts on the blood. On this aeeoimt the diseases of the blood 
are cured, by first curing the derangements of the humours. 

c, (mdnsa, miisoles). Is produced by air (vdvu) tliieken- 

ing the blood, which is digested by Jieat. This inereas(*s the firni- 
ne-ss of the body. The air passes through the l)ody, and l)(*ing ac- 
companied with the proper degree of heat, forms t lie large canals, 
and divides tlie flesh into different luiiseles ; in which the vc‘ssels 
are lodged that contain blood. By means of' these, it pnn'ei'ds 
as the lily rises from (lie ground, and is nonrislud l>y water, ike., in 
i*s progress upwards. When the blood is dige.s|(*d in tla* flesh, 
with the internal fire, its essential parts nourisii the fli.'.h, and i(^ 
<lregs produce the wax of the ears, ik<;. 

When diminished and dri(*d up iu the alxlomen, cheeks, and lip> 
pelvis, thighs, breasts, armpits, nates, and m‘ek ; if pUMluei s p.iin. ami 
the prinei]nd vessels are diniiiii.sheu in si/**. N\ hen ii preddiniaates 
it increases the si/e of the biitloeks, ehe{'I..s lip’*, thigiis, jh’min, and 
calves of the legs, and gives a geni*ral hea\ine^, io rl»e body. 

fi. Ft.t (meda) IS g(*iu*rfited froni liie bliMn! in th** tle’^li, and is 
tn large qiumtilits round tla* eyes, thid. l. an.! bi<as}. when pro- 
perly dig(‘sted by the action (»f iis inl('»n;il lire. If produces 
perspiration, keejn the body s'hinit g, and haid ; woily. ,itul heaw - 

c '1 
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;ni<l is tlu* cause* of the growth of the body, its obsity, and streiigrh. 
U is tiitfused over tlie body, but its chief seat is in the abdomen. 

Whi n the? fat is diininished the splecni may be easily felt, the 
jfnnts <vv\M dried, and moving them gives pain. In such cases 
ujiMi.d fotul is always desired. When fat predominates, the body 
a|>iK‘a)s smooth aiid glistening, the abdomen and sides are in- 
rrea.sed in ; cough and asthma are j)roduced, and the body 
lias disagrt*c.!))lo smell. It is supposed that the essential part of 
tiv blood and fat produce bone. 

e, Bnnrs (osthi), and cartilages (tormia ) as new bone, are usually 
consiileicd luider the same head. Those give form to the IxmIn, 
and to tliem all the soft parts are attached. When the bones an? 
all united together, they form the skeleton (kankala). Bone, with 
blood are I he [uirts from which the marrow of long bones, including 
tlie })raiii and spinal marrow, are forjned. When digested the ex- 
cretions (mala) of bone form the nails and hair. When the ele- 
ments of bone are diniiidshed in the system they become painful, 
tlie te(‘th and nails eraek, become loo.v, and ili(‘ l)ody l)ecom(‘s dry 
Where lione iiredoiuinates, anotlu'i* portion grows over the old 
hone; and a more than usual numbe;* of teeth arc formed. 

Some authorii say there are o(H) (Susrula), otlu'rs 30(> (C'ha- 
raka), bon<*s iu the body. Tins diUiavnee i> owing to tludr count iug 
the eartileges with the bones. Th(‘ bones are connected togelhe; 
by capsular ligaments. The Bones are : — 


1*7. Extremitu'b. 


Trnv Nnnthi'r. 

Vp Lr. 

11 H 

5 5 

0 1 
8 b 
2 2 

0 I 

1 1 

80 80 
GO 60 

^'u^v.l)er off >nes of the 
cMreinitics 120 


Numhvr — tSanscr/f /I uf/iors 

Up. h. 


lioiU'S in the and 

tots 30 ho 

Bong hones of each hand 

and foot 8 K 

Wiist and ankle IG 12 

Jlcel 0 2 

Fore aim and leg 4 4 

Knee 0 2 

Ana and thigh 2 2 

60 60 

Bones of the extremi- 
ties* 120 


Fingers and toes 

Metacarpus and meta- 
tarsus 

Heel bone 

Carpus and tarsus 

Fore arm ami leg 

ratella 

Arm and thiirh 


' samoidi bulled aie not counted. 
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2nd, Head and Trunk. 

True Number, Number — Sanscrit Authors, 


Brought over 

Bones of the skull ... ) 

'J'eraporal bones j 

External Cartilages of 

the ear 

Cheek bones 

Jaw bones 

Billet bone 

2 OB nasi, and 1 carti- 



Teeth of adult 

" 3 Hyoid Car- 
tilages 

Throat I Arytoiioid 
Cartilage 
^ 1 Oi> Hyoides J 
Neck, cartilages of the 
wind pipe 


Bones above the neck ... 

Clavicles 

Vertebra; 

Sacrum 

Scapulae 

Breast bones 

Curtilages between ster- 
num and clavicle 

Encifurined Cartilage ... 

Ribs 

Sternal Cartilages 

Cartilages, tubercles, &c. 

Coccyges 

Sacrum 

Auuominata 


120 brought over ... 120 

Bones of the skull 6 

g Temples 2 

Ears, cartilages 2 

• Cheeks 2 

2 Jaws, upper and lower ... 2 

2 Palet 1 

2 Nose 3 

1 Teeth in Adult 32’" 

Throat 4 

3 Neck 9 

82 


Bones above neck 63 

(Akoka) or clavicles 2 

C2i Vertebrae...] 

J 4 Bones of the f 

Back saert^ ' ^ 

Scapjlilfe 

9 '’4 Breait bones 

I 2 CartB^^es 
between the 



Breast 

sternum and 

63 


clavicle 

2 


2 Pieces enci- 

24 


formed carti- 

4 


, Iftges J 

2 


24 Ribs 

4 


24 Sternal car- 


Sides, 

tihiges 

2 

36 in 

24 Cartilages 

2 

each. 

tubercles and 

24 


the transverse 

24 


processes of 

24 


vertebra; J 

2 

Pidvis. 



1 Coccyges .. 

2 Sacrum, 

Auuominata 


Bones of the trunk 


117 Bones of the trunk ...... 117 


Number of Bones in the 
Body 


Number of Bones in the 
300 body .* 


300 


There are five varieties of bones : — 

1. Flat Bones, kapald; as of the knee, liip, shoulder, cheek, 
jnilet, temple, and head. 

2. Teeth, Ruchaka, 


* Charaka says there are 32 alveolar bones, and 30 teeth, 
t Charaka say^ 25, with 24 ribs. 
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3. Cartila<Tes {tnntna) nose, ears, neck, and eyelids. 

4. Iloiiiid J>(ni(*s (Jtolia) are those of the luiiuls, feet, l)aclv, Nidov 
abdomen, and sacrnin. 

5. Long bones {nalahn) as tliose of the arms, legs, metacarpal, ami 
metatarsal bones, and the other like bones (»f the body. 

Boi^es are insensible, immoveable, and as tlie centre of a tree 
is the hardest, so the ])ones are the most durable part of the liody ; 
and remain after all tlie other parts have decaj ed. 

/’. Brain and Marrotv {niajjd.) Tlie Brain and marrow art* 
situated within the bones and iiourisli them, and their imjmvities 
are the S(*cretions from the eyes. The 31ajj i gives strength, and 
the shining apiiearance to the body. WJicii tlie niarrow is inereas<;>(l 
there is a heaviness of the eye, and of the wliuie bixly ; and wlien 
diseased it diminishes semen, mid produces pain in the long bones. 
The essential parts of marrow and brain mix with the blood, and 
produce semen. 

r/. Snnen {s'nifra). Is the last essential part formed, and no- 
thing is produced from it in the body. It retains the body in its 
proper state of health and strength, is the generative prineiph'. 
and during its excretion it produces pleasure ; when diminished, i( 
causes pain in the penis, and testicles, and the person beeomes 
impotent. When it predominates there is an increased flow, and it 
produces stone. The female has desire for the sex during the flow 
of the menses, which acts in them as the semen does in the male. 

These seven essential parts of the body (dhatu) are contained 
in seven organs called kolla, or their receptacles. 

The filood retains all these parts in their proper state of health. 
Some Pandits believe that life is the blood, aiid others say that life* 
is the sotwa, raja and tarna gunas, v/ith the five sensejs and the* 
soul. 

Ozah is the essential part to the seven dhdtu above enumerated 
wliicli gives them strength. It is cooling, oily, of a reddish, or slightly 
yellow colour ; is diffusible and transparent, and is the principal su]»- 
porter of life. It is spread over all the body. If destroyed, the 
body will soon die. It is deranged by severe wounds, by the diminu- 
tion of any the seven essential parts ; by the passions, anxiety, nmcli 
labour, and hunger. If it is in a health}^ state the btxly becomes 
firm, the proper functions of the organs are performed, a good colour 
is given to the body, the external and internal functions, and the 
organs of sense are retained in a healthly state. When deranged tlie 
person feels languid, with a loss of strength. The body feels heavy, 
sw^ollon, and drousy, and its colour ehaiiges. If diminished, the 
person becomes thin, with fainting, delirium, and death. 



Section III. 


Fxcretiojts (^Inla) 

Are the impurities of tlio seven essential parts, the dre^s of the 
ehyle is i)hJ(*gm ; of the blood, bile ; of tlie Hesh, the secretions ni' 
tin* (Mir, nose, 8tc. ; of tlie fat, perspiration ; of tlic bon(\ the nails, 
and hair ; of the brain and niaiTovr, tlie secretions from tlioeyes, hv. 
Th(‘ semen has no dregs or impurities, but others say that (Ozab), 
an oily transparent fluid, which is formed all over the body, is the 
ess(*iitial jiart of life, and is its impurity. This is the strength of 
the body, and is principally situated in the thorax. 

^ilrhic evacitntknis are the superfluous part of the nutritions food, 
which form the feces ; when diminished by dysentery, purgatives, 
or the like, pain is felt in the breast, and sides of the abdomen, ^^’hen 
luneh increased it produces pain in the belly, with a gurgling noise. 
When in the proper quantity it keeps the body in a proper state ; 
and it siqiports the air, and internal fire in a healthy condition. 

I hnne is contained in the bladder, and keeps the parts moist. 
When diminished, pain is felt in tlie pelvis, and little urine is dis- 
charged. When much increased there is a frequent flow with pain 
ill the pelvis, and swelling in the part. 

Perspiration retains the skin in a soft and moist state. If dimi- 
nished, the pores of the skin are closed, the skin becomes dry, tough, 
and deranged in its action. For the removal of this state, oil is 
to be rubbed over the body with warmth and moisture. Wlieii the 
perspimtion is increased there is a bad smell of the body with itching. 

Milk increases the size of the mammije and is the food of tlie 
infant. When diminished, the mammae become lessened, and little 
milk is secret(Hl, and in these cases medicines which increase jililcgm 
are to be used. W'hen much increased the mammae are enlarged, 
with a flow of the milk, and pain. 

Tlie.se impurities will be dimiiii.shed by much purgingor vomiting ; 
and also eating those substances in considerable (|uaiitities which 
diminish air, bile, &c., will have this effect. One mola when cons- 
tipated, diminishes the others. In like manner disagreeable food or 
melancholy ; violent exercise, fasting, excess in veiiery, &c., have the 
same eflect. There is however no certain quantities as they vary in 
diftlreut individuals, according to their size, he. The jiKr(?ase or 
diminution of their fluids is therefore stated by comparison. When 
heultliy, all the secretions and essential parts are supposed to be in 
a proper state ; ami it is the duty of the pliysiciau to restore them 
to their just quaniity ; if increased, they must be diniiinsluMl ; ami 
if diminislied increased. 
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Others state that oily exudations, somiiml fluids, blood, dandrif, 
nrin(‘, fa:*eis, earwax, nail-panngs, phlegm, tears, concretions in the 
(‘yes and sweat, are the twelve impurities of the human frame.’^ 
(Menu. p. 164. Ch. V. §. 135.) 

Section IV. 

Joints ( ScmdhL ) 

The joints are of two kinds the moveable (chala) and iin- 
niovoable (sthira). 

Of the first kind are the joints of the extremities, jaw, and ver- 
fcbrai. All tlie others belong to the second, or immoveable class. 


TIk^ moveable joints are ; — 

The 4 toes, 3 in each 12 

Large toe 2 

The foot, knee and hip, one each 3 

In each leg 17 both 34 

Hand in like manner 34 

Joints of the extremities 68 

The Loins 3 

Spinal Column 24 

Thorax 24 

Breast 8 

Joints of the trunk — 59 

Neck 8 

Throat 3 

Connection of vessels with the 
heart and organ of thirst 
(kloina) 1 8 

The roots of the teeth 32 

Pomum Adami 1 

Nose 1 

Eyelids 2 

Jaws 2 

Ears 2 

Temples 2 

Cheeks 2 

Above each eye-brows 2 


Carried forward 


75 


127 



5 ^ 


Brought up 7,5 127 

Above each tenjplos 2 

Head .> 

Crown of tlie licacl 1 

Toiiits above the nock ?S3 

Total 210 


There are eight forms of joints : — 

a, Kara^ hinge joint as those of the lingers, toes, wrist, ankles, 
knees, elbows. 

b, Udukhahij as tJic ball and socket joint, slioulder, hip, teeth. 

c, Samudgctm Like the instrument for cutting beellemit ; as the 
shoulder-blade, coxis, pubes, and innominata. 

d, Proiara^ as the neck, back. 

€. Tummsehfinee (sown as with tluread), sutures of the skull, 
joinings of the illium, ischium, and pubes* 

/. Biosatunda^\Xy^e joints of the lower jaw, which resemble a 
crows beak (coronoid process). 

g* (round) as of the orbits, throat (larynx) and thorax; 

in which the eyes, wind-pipe, bronchap, and heart are situated. 

A. Sunklia burta in the ears, as the os hyoides. 

Section V. 

Ligaments^ fyc, (Sndgv) * 

Ligaments bind together and strengthen the frame work of the 
bones, like the strips of ratan which are eiri^i^oyed to bind the pieces 
of a boat together, so as to prevent the entrance of water, and to 
support heavy weights. 

These Ligaments are divided into thos j of the extremities, trunk. 


and head. 

each toe there are 6 ligaments 30 

Soles, sides, and joints of 

the feet 30 

Leg 

30 

Knee 

10 

Thigh 

40 

Hip-joint 

10 

Tlie proximid extremities 

1 50 Opposite side 1 50 or 300 
150 Do. 1 50 or 300 


Ligaments of the ex tremities 600 


* This includes nerves which arc not considered scparatcl.v 
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Brought forward 600 

JLigammfs of the Trunk. 


In the Loins 

60 

Back 

80 

Chest 

30 

Sides, 30 in each side 

60 

Back of the Neck 

36 

Head 

34 


Number of Ligaments of the body 900 

There nre fi^ir varieties of Ligaments. 

a. Protauohutce, long ligaments, as of the legs, feet, and joints. 

/>. JJri/fo, round ligaments and tendons, as of the penis, &c. 

e. Prithu, thick ligaments and tendons ; as along the sides, 
breast, back, and head. 

d. Susira, those with holes in them, as in tamasia, pokasia, and 
bladder (bnstec). 

The physician, b) knowiiig exactly the situation of the external 
and internal ligaments, will be able to remove extraneous bodies 
which have penetrated far into their substance. 

■Wounds of these Ligaments (and nerves) are most painful and 
dangerous. 


Section VI. 

^fusvles (Pashee) 

Muscles cover, striMigthen, and retain in their places, vessels 
tendons, bones, and joints. 

The size of the muscles differ according to their situation ^oid 
uses. They are : — 

Ihthahu nr broad and large. 

Peieba, small. 

Pfiff, narrow 
Sthulah. thick. 

Birto, round. 

KrussOy short. 

Stheroy hard. 

Mirct ', soft. 

SlucknOy smooth and shining : and, 

Korkasha^ rough. 
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They art* us follows : — 


In the two hands and feet 

400 


Trunk 

66 


Above the nape of the neck 

34 


1st. In the extremities 


500 

Each finger and toe 3 or 

15 


In front of the foot (tarsus) 

10 


Above the ft>ot (metatarsus) 

10 


lender the ankles 

10 


In the leg 

20 


Knee 

5 


Tliigh 

20 


Ilip 

10 



— lOOtW) feet 200 

Two hands the same 


200 

2nd. In the Trunk 


400 

Anus 

3 


Penis 

1 


Fremiii of do. 

1 


Testicles 

2 


Hips, 5 on each side 

10 


Above the bladder 

2 


Abdomen 

5 


Umbiliacus 

I 


Vertebral column 

10 


8ide 

6 


Breast 

10 


Upper breast 

7 


Place of life, and amasia 

2 


Liver, spleen, and rectum, 2 each 

6 


3rd. Muscles above the na|)e of the neck 

66 

Nape of neck 

4 


Jaws 

8 


Throat and upper part of the chest 

2 


Pallet 

2 


Tongue 

I 


Lips 

2 


Nose 

2 


Carried over 

21 

466 


II 2 



till 


Bruuglit u^i 

Eyes 

Cheeks 

Ears 

Forehead 

Head 


‘21 

2 

4 

2 

4 

I 


Above the neck and head 


4(>0 


34 


Total number of muscles 
Females have 20 more muscles^ viz 
Five in each mamm® 

Vagina^ 2 external and 2 internal 
Uterus 

For conveying the semen and blood 
internally 

In these positions the muscles vary according to their actions. The 
muscles of the penis and testicles of the male are retained inter- 
nally in the body of the female. Besides whicli there are spiral 
muscles like those of a shell ; the first circle being the vagina, the 
second the neck of the uterus, and the third its cavity. In the uterua 
is contained the fetus with the mouth of that organ turned down- 
wards and shaped like that of a ruejish. 


10 

4 

a 


500 


20 


Section VII. 

Vessek. 

The vessels arc distinguished from each other by the names $erd, 
damanee and srota. The appearance of these vessels is nearly tlie 
same ; but they differ from each other, by their actions. 

The navel is the origin of all the vessels, and the principal seat of 
the life (pran), as it is situated there in larger quantities than else- 
where. The navel may be said to resemble the root of a waterlily, 
from which the diiTerent vessels proceed to all parts of the body. 
The navel is thus the root of the vessels of all living animals*. It is 
surrounded by vessels like the central part of a wheel which receives 
spokes from the circumference. Among these, forty principal vessels 
are enumerated. 

Serd are the vessels which convey blood, air, bile, and phlegm. 

* This idea is derived from the appearance 'of the vessds in tneir 
fetal state. 
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The branches of these vessels are like those of the leaves of' tn^es, 
which ascend, descend, and cross. They nourish the body as a gar> 
den is irrigated by a small brook. These vessels, as a river, distri- 
bute nourishment in their course, and keep the body flexible, and 
ready for action. Of the forty principal vessels, ten contain air, ten 
bile, ten phlegm, and ten blood. Each trunk is attached to its own 
receptacle dosa. They are of all sizes, and life is contained in 
different degrees in different vessels. The midling size contain 
principally air. 


The ten trunks of vessels which convey 


air are divided into 

175 

branches. 

Do, Bile Do. 

175 


Do. Phlegm Do. 

175 

»» 

Do. Blood attached to 

the spleen and liver 

175 

•» 

- 

— 


Total 

700 


Air vessels have 25 branches in each lower 

extremity 

50 


Do. do. 25 in each upper do. 

50 


Tlie air vessels the trunk are as follows 


100 

In the anus, penis, and buttocks 

8 


Two sides 

4 


Back 

(> 


Belly 

6 


Breast 

10 



— 

34 

Neck 

14 


Two ears 

4 


Tongue 

9 


Nose 

6 


Eyes 

8 


Air vessels in the neck atid head 


41 


Number of air vessels 175 

The vessels that convey bile, phlegm, and blcKKl are the same in 
number as those which convey air. But, in the eye, bile has ten, air 
has two instead of four ; and in tlie ears two. The phlegm and blood 
have the same number. All vessels, therefore, arc supposed to con- 
taiu air, bile, phlegm, and blood, but in different proportions. 
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When they contain more air, bile, phlegm, or blood, they are called 
air vessels, phlegm vessels, or blood vessels. 

The colour of air vessels is red, and air appears in them ; those 
of bile are blue and hot, and those of phlegm are cool, of a whitish 
colour, thick, and their contents seem to remain at rest. 

If air circulates properly in its own vessels, the person will act 
properly, and the functions of the body will be performed in such 
a manner that the individual will enjoy health ; his understanding 
will be good, and he will possess all the other good qualities of air. 
If deranged, various kinds of the disease of air, will be produced. 

If Bile is in a proper condition, the person will have a healthy 
appearance, his appetite good, the internal tire will be strong and 
healthy, and lie will possess other good qualities. But if deranged, 
the diseases of bile will be produced. 

If Phlegm acts properly the skin will be smooth, the joints healthy, 
and the strength will be good, and he will have the other good qua- 
lities of phlegm. If deranged, it produces the peculiar class of 
diseases of phlegm. 

Blood. This fluid produces and nourishes all the other essential 
parts of the body. If the blood is in a healthy state, the persons colour 
remains good, the surface is sensible, and it produces the other good 
qualities of blood, and when deranged it developes the various 
diseases of blood. 

When the air vessels are alone deranged, disease is not produced, 
but when deranged, with an increased quantity of bile, and phlegm, 
disease is the consequence. By the state of the eight principal vessels 
the physician knows if the patient will die or live. There are 
two vessels in the hands, two in the feet, two in the throat, two in 
the temples, and two in the nose, which are thus to be examined. In 
the foot the vessel is b^^hind the maleolus internus, and is in length 
two Angers breadth ; ii i the hand it is three breadths of the Angers, 
in the neck two breadths of the Anger, and in the nose two, at 
which the pulse is felt. The two vessels of the hand are however 
the principal ; and if their contents flow naturally the person will live 
and do well. In these situations are the vessels containing the indi- 
cations of life, and a sensible physician will examine them all, and if 
air flows naturally it will be favourable. If in any of these the semen 
is deranged in the vessel, and air flows naturally, the person will 
live, this air produces the pulse*. When the pulse is to be judged 
of, three Angers are to be put upon the vessel at the wrist ; the 

• Physicians feci the pulse at the wrist, ankles, temples; and some- 
times at the nose, or neck. 
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first, next the hand, represents or indicates air or Brumha, the 
second bile, or Vishnu ; and the third Phlegm, (Mahesur or Siva j. 

Should air be deranged in the vessels, sometimes it will be cured 
by pressing, champooing, or opening the vessel ; or by perspiration 
or friction. These remedies must always be employed. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged, and increased in quan- 
tity, they do not rem in the same vessels, but j)ass into different 
channels, as into those of one of the other fluid. 

The vessels carrying principally blood, are very red ; but are 
neither very hot nor cold. Seme of these vessels may be opened, 
others cannot be opened with impunity. Should they he wounded, 
the person will die, or the part will be rendered imperfect in its 
actions. 


There are four vessels which should not be Opened in each e’;tre< 
mity : — 

1 IjaU ddra 1 


2 Urbee 
1 Lohetaka 



seated 


3 


4 

There are in the trunk 136 vessels, of which 32 should not be 
opened ; 4 are in the buttocks ; 3 in each side of the spinal 
column i in the belly 4 ; and in the breast 14. Above the clavicles 
50 are not to be opened. In the neck 16 ; in the jaw two on each 
side ; 4 below the tongue, 4 near the nose, 1 in the soft palate, 
one on each side of the eyes, and one in each ear, one in each side 
of the forehead, two in the temples, two above it, one between the 
eyebrows ; and six in the upper part of the head. 

It is stated in some books that there are innumerable vessels 
consisting of those of a large and very small size, which are like 
decayed leaves in which the interstices of the leaves have been 
removed. They are said to form 3i cotees* of vessels, or 300 
lacks of all sizes and figures. These all arise from the navel. 

Damanee vessels f. 

These include vessels and nerves ; by which the different func- 
tions of the body are performed. 

* One cotee is equal to one hundred lacks. 

t A tubular vessel of the body, as a vein, nerve, &c. Other shastres 
say that they proceed from the turtle situated in the navel with four 
legs; ten vessels from Vhe proximid extremity, ten from the lower, two 
from the mouth, and two from the anus (Tantra). 
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'J'liere are 24 of these vessels, which for the most part proceed 
from the wavel. There are 10 that proceed upwards, ten down- 
wards, and two laterally. The upper ten perform the functions of 
hearing, touching, seeing, tasting, and smelling. They also perform 
breathing, gaping, sneezing, coughing, laughing, speaking, and cry- 
ing ; wlien these vessels approach the heart, the ten are divided into 
three each, forming thirty branches. Two these are divided into 
twelve, of which two convey air, two bile, two plilegm, two blood, 
and two chyle. Eight others perform hearing, seeing, tasting, 
smelling, two being allowed for each function. By two speech is 
performed, two make a noise, two produce sleep, two waking, two 
convey tears, two the milk of the female, and two in the male 
convey semen. These constitute the upper vessels. 

The actions of the ten lower vessels, situated under the nave), 
are to carry the air of the abdomen, for acting on the urine, dejec- 
tions, semen, menses, and the like. They separate all these parts 
from each other ; and by tliem the chyle is separated, and the body 
nourished, and retained in health. 

These ten vessels become thirty in the stomach (amasia) and 
intestines (pukasiu) ; two of wdiich convey air, two bile, two 
phlegm, two blood, two chyle, two the solid, and two the fluid ftH)d, 
two for the urinary organs, and two for producing the sen\en, and 
two for conveying it externally, two for the menses, and by two 
the d(*jections are discharged. 

From these, lumicrous other branches proceed ; the whole body 
being <*nveloped by the branches proceeding from the four lateral 
trunks. These are innumerable and terminate in open orifices on the 
surface, and convey perspiration, retain the body in a healthy state, 
and by tlioir communications convey external applications into the 
system. By these vessels feeling is produced, and by them tlie oil or 
water is drawn into the system, and tlu‘y cool, refresh, and clean it. 

S/'otfi (or caifah). 

These vessels convey prana or vital air ; the food (onna) ; water 
(uda) ; chyle ('rusa) ; blood (rokta) ;fat of the-flesh (mansha) ; urine 
(imitra) ; feces (puricn) ; semen (sukra) ; and menses (artobo). 
From <»ach of these numerous other vessels arise. 

Should the two vessels conveying life (prana) be wounded at the 
root ; which is in the heart, the person siuvams, bends forward, be- 
comes delirious, shakes, reels, swoons, and often dies. Should the 
two vessels < conveying food, the root of which arises fitan the 
stomndli be wounded, the symptoms will be fl.itiileiicy, pain in the 
aMomen, loss of appetite, vomitings thirst, blindness, and death. 
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There are two vessels, which convey Chyle^ the roots of which 
are in the breast. If wounded the body dries up, and the same 
effects are produced as when the vessels conveying life are wounded : 
the person generally dies. 

There are two vessels for conveying blood, the roots of which 
are in the liver and spleen, and if they, or the roots of the other 
blood vessels are wounaed, the ^'Crson becomes of a pallid or gray 
colour, with fever ; much blood is lost, and the eyes become red. 

There are two vessels for conveying Jlesh, the roots of which are 
the veins (sira), and skin (twak), and the root of the vessels wliich 
convey blood which if wounded produce swellings drying of the 
flesh, and enlargement of the vessels (sira) conveying blood (aneu- 
rism), and the person dies. 

For fat there are two vessels, the roots of which are in the sides 
and loins, and when wounded produce perspiration, coolness of 
the body, the palate dries, the body swells, and there is tliirst. 

There are two vessels for conveying urine, the roots of which 
are in the bladder, and penis ; and if wounded the bladder is dis- 
tended by the collection of urine, and the penis swells. 

There are two organs for containing dejections, one of which 
arises from Pakwasaya, and the other forms the anus. If wounded 
costiveness (dnaha), and a bad smell are produced, and tlie intestines 
swtill, or become knotted. 

The semen has two canals the roots of which are in the breast ; 
and two from the testicles. If wounded they produce impotency, 
and the semen is discharged very slowly, and is jnixi‘d witii blood. 

The menses have two canals, the roots of which are the uterus, 
and the dainaiiee vessels, which convey tlie inensc‘s. When wound- 
ed, th^ produce barrenness, and the menses ceaso. 

Section VIII. 

Cellular tissue, and fascia of the Jiady (kald). 

The cellular tissue connects, and surrounds, the <lifferent parts 
of the body, and separates the seven esseniiaJ pa*lsfroru each other. 
The tissues which thus retaiii the iliflercjit parts of the body toge- 
tlier are of seven kinds ; — 

1^/. Mdnysa'ihard * is sitnalcnl between the muscles, and in which 
the vessels (rugs) pass, and divide into branches, to nourish 
the nt^hliouriDg part'^, as the lily rises from the ground, and re- 
ceives its uourisliment froiu the water and earth. 

* From in^ngsn tiesli, and dhara surrounds. 
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2nd. Raktadhura * * * § in which the blood is contained, in the spleen 
and the liver. They h?tain the blood, as the juice of trees is retain- 
ed, and is discharged Wtieii cut into. 

3;-d. Medodhara f is the organ in which all the fat is retained, 
the cliief place of which is in the abdomen (the omentum). "When 
the fat is contained in the bones it is called majd. 

Ath. Shshmadhara { which forms the bags containing the 
phlegm ; With which the joints are lubricated, sind rendered supple ; 
as oil is applied for the movement of wheels. 

Pnrishadhara, in which the dejections are retained in the 
abdomen, it is attached to the pakavasa, and is situated between the 
liver nnd tlie intestines. 

()M. Fdtadhara, or organ which receives from the stomach the 
four kinds uf food, taken by sucking, dividing with the teeth, drink- 
ing, and licking. These kinds of food are digested by the heat of 
the bile (pittatejn). 

7/A. Sttkradhara retains tbe semen, wbicli is dispersed over all 
the body with other fluids, in the same manner as milk contains 
butter, or the juice of sugar cane, sugar-candy. The principal seat 
of the semen, is two fingers breadth on each sides the neck of the 
bladder ; and the semen passes along the urinary pissagcs, and is 
discharged in a state of pleasure. 

Section IX. 

Orgvinft or Receptacles ( dsaya.) 

There are seven of these receptacles, with an additional three in 
tlie female. They retain the Humours of the body in their respec- 
ti \'0 situations ; such as air, bile, and phlegm, blood, chyle, chyme, 
urine, and feces. 

The receptacle of the blood is the heart ; under which the organ 
of phlegm is situated. Still lower down (distid) is situated the 
stomach (aniasaya) between the breast nnd navel. Under which is the 
(pittas aya), receptacle of bile; below which is the rcc<*]>fa<*le of air 
(pavanasaya), or place for the excretions § ; and below that if 
the receptacle of urine (vasti or bladder). Tlie female has three 
more receptacles ; the uterus, and two receptacles for milk, or the 
mammae. 

* Raktfi blood, and dhar . retains. 

f Meda fit. and dhara retains. Maja brain, saroia marrow. 

I Sle^hllla phlvgin, and dliara retain. 

§ CMiaraku divides these into large and small intestines, and gives each 
a nauit. 
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Section X. 

OtijiceB of the Body. (Bahisrota.) 

There are nine orifices in the body of the male ; the mouth, two 
nostrils, two ears, two eyes, the anus, and the urethra. 

Females have the orifices of the two mammse, and the vagina, 
more than thos^ of the male. 

Section XI. 

Shut. (^Twak). 

The skin is said to be in a state of health whey it is soft, and has 
much hair. The skin consists of seven layers, or iiembranes ; as milk 
when boiled, forms a coating like that of the akin. The skin gives 
the seven ditferent kinds of colour to the body.: 

1st. Avahliashini (cuticle) this is the external layer, and is trans- 
parent. Its thickness is about the eighteenth part of a grain of rice. 

27id. Lohitd is the sixteenth part of a grain of rice in thickness. 

Zrd, Swetd is a membrane of a white colour^ and is the thick- 
ness of the twelth part of a grain of rice. 

Ath. Tdmrd is of a copper colour, the thickness of an eighth 
part of a grain of rice. 

6th. Vedmt is the sensible part, and is the thickness of the fifth 
part of a grain of rice. 

6th. Rohini is the thickness of a grain of rice. 

These membranes are not found in the head or fingers, but arc 
distinguishable when there is much fiesh in the part examined, as 
the belly, extremities, &c. 

Ith. M&ngsadhara. These parts of the body are innumerable, 
and retain the muscles in their places. 

Section XII. 

Supplimentary Parts. 

Principal tendons (kandar6) are sixteen in Number 


To each foot two 4 

]>o hands 4 

Neck, and front of the body 4 

Back i 4 


I 2 


Carried up 


16 



From the tendons of the extremities the nails proceed. Tho'se of 
the neck bind it to the trunk, and it is a tendon which extends to 
form the penis. 

The back and buttocks are bound together by mere tendons ; 
which pass down and form the testicles. 

There are also 16 Jala (like a net) and are fonued of vessels, 
&c., which strengthen, and bind the joints ; and six kurcha which 
form bundles of parts. 

Sebani (sowing or sutors), there are five sutors in the head, 
one in the frenum of the tongue, and one in the frenum of the Penis. 

Section XIII. 

Dissection of the Human Body. 

All the Rishis are said to have recommended the dissection 
of the human body, as proper and necessary. Menu, the great 
legislator, and the one most respected by the Hindu sages, says 
( 85 ) ** one who has touched a corpse, is made pure by bathing” ; 
and again (77) should a Brahman touch a fresh human bone 
he is purified by batliing ; and if it be dry by stroking a cow, or 
by looking at the sun, having sprinkled his mouth duly with water.” 

Charaka^ one of the munis, and Physicians say, that a 
practitioner should know all the parts of the body, both ex- 
ternal and internal, and their relative positions with regard to each 
other. Without such a knowledge he cannot be a proper practitioner. 

SusmtUf a Rishi of the highest rank, says that a jogi (a holy 
man) should dissect, in order that he may know the different 
parts of the human body ; and a surgeon and physician should not 
only know the external appearances, but internal structure of the 
body ; in order to possess an intimate knowledge of the diseases to 
wliich it is liable, and to perform surgical operations so as to avoid 
the vital parts. It is by combining a knowledge of books with prac- 
ticfd dissection, that the practitioner will alone attain an intimate 
knowledge of the subject of his profession. 

The body wliich is to be examined by dissection should be that 
of a person who had neither been destroyed by poison, nor had died 
of a long disease, as the structure of the body will be altered by 
the deleterious substance taken, or destroyed by the ravages of 
disease. In like manner the person should not have been very old, 
and all the members should be in a perfect state. 

When a proper body for the purpose has been selected, the 
dqections are to be removed, the body washed, and placed in a 
frame work of wood, properly secured, by means of gras^ hem|s 



or the like. The body is then to be placed in still water, in a situa- 
tion in which it will not be destroyed by birds, fishes, or animals. 
It is to remain for seven days in the water, when it will have become 
putrid. It is then to be removed to a convenient situation, and 
with a brush, made of reeds, hair, or bamboo-bark, the body is to 
be rubbed so as, by degrees, to exhibit the skin, flesh, &c., which are 
each in their turn to be observed before being removed. In this 
manner the difierent corporial parts of the body already enumerated 
will be exhibited ; but the life of the body is too etherial to be dis- 
tinguished by this process, and its properties must therefore be 
leai^ed with the assistance of the explanations of holy medical 
practitioners, and prayers offered up to God, which, conjoined 
with the exercise of the reasoning and understanding faculties, con- 
viction will be certain. 


CHAPTER V. 

Vital ParU {Marma). 

The description of these parts, and the consequences of their 
being wounded, afibrd a convincing proof of the great practical 
experience of the Hindu writers. The advantages of having a good 
and attentive medical attendant, compared with that of an ignorant 
one, is emphatically declared to be as great as the diflerence of 
the individual, being restored from weakness and deformity, or 
even from death after much suffering to pt;rfect health. 

In Susruta the dangerous parts are all named and described ; 
and the necessity of avoiding them in operations pointed out. The 
consequence of wounds near the great toe in causing tetanus ; in 
the palm of the hand, in producing such a degree of hemorrhage as 
w ill require amputation of the arm ; of the effects of wounds of the 
testicle and groin, and of the fractured bones of the head and breast, 
which are tobe raised or removed, &c., are all stated in this prac- 
tica Iwork. 

There are five kinds of Vital parts 
Flesh has (m^gsa marma) 1 

Vessels (sira manna) have 1 

Nerves and Ligaments (sniyu marma). 1 

Bones (ostl marma) 1 

Joints (sandhi marma) ^ 


Carried up 


5 
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Brought forward S 

The following are the varieties of vital parts : — 

Flesh has 1 1 

Vessels 41 

Tendons, nerves, and ligaments 27 

Bone 8 

Joints 20 

Varieties of vital parts of the body. 107 

These parts are also divided as follows : — 

In each leg there are 11 , in both 22 

In each arm 11 , do. 22 

In the abdomen (udara) there are 3, and in the 
thorax 9 12 

In the back there are 14 

Above the trunk 37 

107. 


Vi(alpar(s of the disiid extremities, 

1 . Kipra, The space between tlie gi-eat toes, and the one next 
it, if wounded or bruised, tlie person will die with tetanus. Hence 
a hire cf a serpent is >x*ry dangerous in this part. 

2 . Talahridaya, Under and behind the 4 th and 5 th toe. If 
wounded deatli will be produced with great suffering. 

3. Kffnha, above the Kipra, and on each side of it. If wound- 
ed there will be an unsteadiness of the foot. 

4. Kurchasira, under the ankles, it will produce pain and swell- 
ing. 

5. Gidpha, the ankle joint, which produces pain, and the joint 
becomes stiff, and the person lame. 

6 . Indrabasti, along the anterior and posterior part of the leg. 
If blood flows largely, the person will die. 

7^ Janu, or vital part in the knee. When hurt, it will produce 
lameness. 

8 . AniMamw, Three fingers in size above the knee. When 
wounded it will be followed by much swelling and stiffness of the 
Joint. 

9. Urbi, middle of the thigh. If wounded much hemorrhage 
will follow, with death. 

10 . Lohifaka, a little above the last, and below the groin. 

When wounded, from the great hemorrha^, paralysis of that side 
will occur. 
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II. Vitapa. If the part between the testicles and groin be 
wounded, the person wiU become powerless with a loss of 
semen. 

Both upper extremities have the same vital parts as the lower, 
differing vnly slightly from each other, 

Fifai parts of the Trunk. 

1. Guda. If that in the anus he hurt, it will soon kill tlie person. 

2. Basti, or urinary bladder, if wounded the person will soon 
die, excepting after the extraction of the stone. If one side be 
wounded, a fistula will form, but the person will not die. Should 
the vital parts in both sides be wounded, tlie person will die. 

3. Ndbhiy between arnasia and Pukasia, when wounded where 
the vessels (jriginate, the person will die. 

4. Hridaya or heart, which is between the two breasts within 
the thorax. If wounded the person will soon die* 

5 Stanawnta is in two parts, situated below the breast ; and 
is two fingers breadth in size. If wounded death will be produced 
by the severe cough, and astlima thus produced. 

*6. Stanarohita^ above the breast two fingers breadth, if wound- 
ed severe cough and asthma will take place, by the visera being 
filled up with blood. 

7. AjialdpUy in the axilla. When wounded under the axilla, a 
gr^t discharge of blood and pus will precede death. 

Vital parts of the Back. 

Should the loins on each side of the back {Koteekotoma) be 
wounded above the sacrum, from the blood lost, the person will 
become of a yellow or bad colour, and die. 

1. Apastamha. The two vessels which convey bayu in the chest. 
If wounded cough pnd asthma will produce death. 

2. Kakundara. The side of the spine near the buttocks when 
wounded is fdllowed by a loss of feeling, and the person cannot 
move the inferior parts of the body, which become paralized. 

3. Nitamba. When the sensible parts of the two buttock# 
have been wounded, the lower limb shrinks ^p, and becomes weaken* 
ed, and the person dies. 

4. Pkrswasandu is situated on each side of the trunk and lower 
part of the abdomen (iliac region); when wounded the person 
will die^ from the flow of blood from the organs. 

5. Vrihati^ on each side of the spin^ near the breast ; the 
man if wounded there, will die from the great hemorrhage. 
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6. Angsafalakay at the upper part of the spinal column, wlieii 
wounded, tlie arm becomes insensible, immoveable, and dries up. 

7. Arujsa. If the shoulder joint be wounded it disables the arm. 

Vital parts above the trunk. 

There are 37 vital parts above the trunk ; of which two are on 
eacli side of the tracliea. There are four vessels called neela (blue) 
and two (manya) ; which if wounded or bruised the person cannot 
speak, or tlic voice becomes changed, and he loses his taste. 

2. Sirn Matrika, on each side of the neck, there are two 
vessels ; if wounded tlie person will soon die. 

3. Krihatika^ or the joint between the head and neck, if 
wounded, the head is always in motion. 

4. Bidura, under the lobe of the ear, if wounded the person 
becomes deaf. 

5. Fana, should the inside of the two nostrils be wounded, he 
cannot smell. 

6. ApangOy below the extremities or above the eyebrows, if dis- 
eased or wounded the person will become blind. 

7. Abarta, above tlie eyebrows, if wounded, they produce blind- 
ness, and diseases of the eye. 

8. Sangkha, the temples, if wounded the person will soon die. 

9. Utkhapay above the temples, if wounded, the individual will 
live as long as tlie instrument is in the wound, but if removed he 
will die. Should it be allowed to remain, and medicine be given 
to discharge the instrument it may drop out of the wound, and the 
person may live. 

10. Sthajmm, Between the eyebrows, the same effects will be 
produced as in the last case. 

11. Sunantay the live joints of the head, if wounded, will pro- 
duce fear, insensibility, madness, and death. 

12. Si-ingatakay should the vessels at the union of the eyes, 
nose, ears, and tongue be wounded, the person will soon die. 

13. AdJiipcttiy inside of the upper part of the head, at the 
passage of the vessel along the bone (lateral sinus) wounds will 
soon destroy the person. 

In operations, sensible parts are to be avoided and a surgeon 
and Physician should know all these parts. 

When a member is cut off^ the parts contract, and less blood will 
>fiow ; but if wounded ii^ a vital part it will generally cause 
death, by the number of vessels that are divided, while the deranged 
air produces much pain. T]|c jicrson dies in such cases, as a tree 
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Tull dio if the roots be divided. Hence if the vital parts be woundetl, 
as ill tlie palm of tlie hand, the arm is to be amputated to save the 
individual’s life. Should a person live after such injuries, the parts 
will be left in a state of weakness, and his recovery will depend 
entirely upon the skill of his medical attendant. 

if a bone of tJie head or breast be broken, it is to be raised or 
removed by the assistance of instruments. Wounds of the legs 
or arms will not be fatal, if the vital parts have escaped. In these 
vital parts the qualities of the moon, air, stipeugtli (tej), and raja, 
satwa, and tamii gun, and also life (Jivatma) are retained in consi- 
derable quantities. Hence, the fatal eHeets which usuall}^ occur from 
injuries of those jiarts. The senses become imperfect or destroyed, 
the lUKlerstandiiig be(‘omes changed, and various kinds of pain are 
}m)duced in sucli wounds, followed by death. Wiien the fatal 
tonnination of wounds of vital parts is prevented at tlie time 
of the injury, death will be produced, some days after, with much 
suffering and weakness. In those situations, where injuries do not 
jM-oduee fatal couso(iuenees, but an imperfect action of the part, they 
are cured by the skill and care of the surgeon. By wounds in such 
situations death is produced on the instrimnuit being withdrawn, by 
the escape of air (v<iyu). Sac. If wounded near a vital part, and 
there is a bad surgeon, the person will become a crippla 

There are five varieties, or degrees, of vital parts. In one 
variety the person when wounded dies quickly, of which there are 
19 ; another in a few days, of which there are 33 ; one when an 
external substance enters, it produces a fatal effect, as soon as it 
is withdrawn, there are 3 such parts ; another kind produces 
iamciiess, 44 are of this kind j another produces only puin, of which 
there are 8. 

When any of these parts are injured, it destroys the individual, 
from the portion of life it contains. Those that produce death 
suddenly, have the quality of lire and, like it, quickly destroy. The 
kind that destroy life only on the instrument being withdrawn, 
which liad inflicted the wound, is in consequence of the part having 
the qualities of air (vayu) : In this case, the external instrument 
closes up the air, &c . ; and as soon as it is removed they escape, and 
the person dies. That which produces pain and lameness has 
the qualities of tlie moon ; as it is cool, and steady, and retains life. 
That which produces pain has the quality of fire and air ; by 
increasing which, the pain is produced. Some Pundits suppose that 
pain is produced by the injury of the five elements. 

When the five varieties of sensible jiarts, the vessels, &c., 
are wounded } the effect is increase by the number, and the 
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person dies. If only four are wounded, he will live a few 
Wlien tliree are wounded, and the instruments removed, the person 
will die soon after its extraction. If two are injured, an imperfect 
action of the part will be the consequence ; and if only one be in* 
j,ured, there will only be pain. 

These four varieties of vessels are generally contained in sensible 
parts ; and retain the body in a healthy state ; but if the sensible 
parts are wounded, the air is increased ; it passes through the four 
species of vessels, produces mucli pain, and causes fainting, and 
death. Should an external substance be required to be withdrawn 
from a wound, the surgeon must first carefully observe the sensi- 
ble parts, and then remove the instrument. If the vital parts are 
wounded towards their centre it will produce death in a few 
days ; and it will produce an imperfect action of the part, when 
wounded on one side. Those vital parts which produce death 
on the instrument being discharged, when wounded near the 
edge, will give much pain. The other parts give much pain when 
wounded directly ; but will produce little pain if wounded on 
one side. 

The same symptoms and consequences will take place should 
the parts be lacerated, crushed, or burnt, as when wounded with a 
catting instrument. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Sjtiritiial part of the body. 

Life {Pr&na) consists in the combination of the soul (bhutdtmd 
purusha, jivatma) ; the mind (manah) ; the five senses (Indriya ) ; and 
the three qualities of goodness, passion, and inertness, (Satwa, Riga, 
and Tama) 

The soul (purusha) is a shadow or emanation from God (Paramat- 
nuC, Ishwar), the eternal, who is without beginning or end, is invisi- 
bly immortal, and is only known by reflection. When it bedews the 
five eleme its it produces the living body, and becomes by its actions 
evident. It is liable to decrease, and is influenced by medicine^ 
There is no difference between the human soul and the soul of the 
world $ this beina only the exterior and condeseeiidiiig manifesta^ 
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Xion 01 God, wliile the human soul is its reflection into itself, and 
its elevation above itself is the Divine soul. The presence of the 
soul is necessary to animate the body ; is full of knowledge and hap- 
piness, and is possessed of judgment. It produces waking and sleep- 
ing ; and combined with mind is like a coachman who directs the 
senses, and regulates the body, suffering from its wickedness, or 
enjoying its beatitude. The soul is always in a state of purity, when 
separated from the body ; but neither acts usefully, nor otherwise, 
useless when united with mind, and the female energy (prakriti). 

When the soul enters the embryo it forms the knowledge (vidya), 
and ignorance (avidyd), wickedness, &c., of that individual. In some 
medical works the soul is represented to exist in Ijeasts, animals, 
and demigods according to its conduct in former states of existence. 
When the soul (Jivdtma) has bedewed the bo4y with its twenty 
four qualities, it performs all the corporeal funciions, and sensible 
actions ; as vision, hearing, touch, &c. ; and by it we speak and act. 
If it acts on good works, the person will be good, and his soul 
win go to heaven after death. 

When the soul is united with tlie mind (ma»ah) ; it produces 
desire, activity, enmity, happiness, grief, mmry, intelligence, 
exertion, judgment, memory, dexterity, and useful knowledge. 
It produces expiration and inspiration, closing and opening the 
eyelids, understanding, reflection, consideration, memory, the 
exercise of the arts, and performs the action of the senses. 

The mind (manah) is a quality or power of the soul by which 
the person thinks and reasons. It is incomprehensible, and is known 
by its actions through those of the senses. As it is single only, one 
sense can act at the same time, as it requires the presence of the 
mind for the comprehension of any thing, and the understanding 
with ideas of its own operations. 

The mind is chiefly situated in the head, between the eyebrows ; 
clhers suppose that it is in the heart, and resembles the light of a 
lamp, by which the person knows, sees, hears, tastes, and moves. 
It proceeds from itself, as the silk worm weaves its thread from it- 
self, and forms its own house, which it regulates, and in which the 
diflerent qualities (guns) are produced. When disposed to separate 
fi’om the body it is drawn back by these qualities, as a loadstone 
retains a piece of iron, by their mutual influences ; in which situa- 
tion it remains immoveable. (Tantra). 

Some Pundits say that the soul (Jivatma ?) and the mind (manali), 
are the same essence ; as there can be no soul without mind, nor 
mind without the soul. 

The five elements form the five organs of sense, (Indriya) as the 

j 2 
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nose, ears, &c. ; the five objects of sense (Indriydrtha), sound 
smell, &c. ; and the five perceptive judgments. Above these is placed 
the mind, which is incomprehensible by them, and is alone rendered 
evident through the action of the senses. These are deranged by too 
great or too little exercise, while moderate exercise retains them in 
good hcaltli. 

From these remarks it appeals that the soul, the emanation from 
the deity, united with the mind and senses, perform all the vital 
actions of tlie body. The body, mind, and soul are considered, 
therefore, as the three pillars which support the living system. 


CHAPTER. VII. 

Nature of Temperaments. 

The opinion of the Hindus as to the formation, and condition 
of the world, afforded a natural means of explaining the tempera- 
ments, or peculiar qualities, of the body. The predominance of 
one or more of the humours ; and the qualities of goodness, passion, 
and inertness, explained the peculiarities of habit, and character ; 
and, as more shades were obsen^ed, in these the simple excess of 
one or more of these agents, were explained by their peculiar mixtures 
which produced the dispositions (rf the Gods, sages, demons, and the 
lower animals. The latter being only supposed to be inferior states 
of the animal body, which in a higher condition form man. These 
explain the theory of the temperaments found in Hindu Medical 
works. 

At the time of the mixture of semen and female blood* whatever 
humour, whether air, bile, and phelgm, is in excess produces that 
particular temperament. Hence there are seven temperaments, 
one being produced by an excess of air, another of bile, and a third 
of phlegm ; a fowth, fifth, and sixth, from an excess of two of these 
humours ; and a seventh temperament is produced by an excess of 
tluree humours, air, bile and phlegm. 

1. When air is in excess the person is not inclined to sleep, or 
to become warm. His disposition is bad, and he becomes a thief ; is 
proud, and has no honor ; is always singing and dancing ; his hands 
and feet spHt, his hair and nails are dry, and he is always angry and 
boisterous. He speaks untruths, he is always grinding his teeth and 
biting his nails, he is always impatient, is not a firm fnend, Is 
changeable, and forgets good actions. His body is slender and dry, 
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he^Iways walks fast, is always in motion, and liis eyes are always 
rolling. He dreams that he is flying about the air, friends are few 
and his riches of little value. Such persons as have an excess of air 
have the disposition of the goat, jackall, hare, camel, dog, vulture, 
crow, and ass. 

2nd. A person with an excess of bile perspires much, and he has 
a bad smell. His skin is of a yellowish colour, his flesh is soft ; 
his nails, eyes, pallet, tongue, lips, and the palms of his hands, 
and soles of his feet are of a copper colour ; his fortune is bad, 
and his hair becomes soon gray, the upper part of his head 
bald, and his skin wrinkled as if by age. He eats much, and 
dislikes warm articles of fowl, is soon angry, and is as soon pacified, 
is of moderate strength, and does not live long. His memory is 
good, he is a good man of business, and speaks accurately, and to 
the purpose. His appearance is fine, and in company he excells 
in speaking. He dreams of gold, and yellow flowers, fire, lightning 
and falling meteors, dislikes saluting a person, and is angry at 
others not doing so, is never content, &c. His disposition resembles 
serpents, owls, cats, monkies, tigers, and bears. 

3rd. Phlegm in excess produces a liglit greenish or blue colour 
of the body. The person’s fortune is propitious, he is pleasant to 
look on and l>andsome, likes sweet things, is grateful, constant, just, 
and forgiving, and is not covetous, is strong and understands with 
difficulty, and is an implacable enemy. His eyes are white, his hair 
is fine, black, and waving. He is wealthy, and his voice is strong 
and loud. He dreams of lilies, geese, and large fine tanks. The 
angles of his eyes are red, his colour pleasing, and his members 
are well formed. His regard mild, his disposition is very good 
(satwaguna), and he is charitable. He is active, honors respect • 
able persons, and is kind to them ; and knows the sciences. He 
retains his friend, and health remains constant ; he is careful, but 
gives much. He is of the nature of,- Bramhsi, Indra, Shiva, and 
Vanina ;'of lions, horses, elephants, cows, and bulls, and of the bird 
upon which Vishnu rides (Garura) (sefroething between a man, and a 
bird like a goose). 

When two or three humours are in excess, they are known by 
the combination of the two or three classes of symptoms. 

Some suppose that the disposition is derived from the elements 
of the body. In this case air, fire, and water resemble the temper- 
ments of air, bile, and phlegm ; and the temperament of earth 
produces a large and strong body, and the person can suffer much. 
When there is an excess of pure ether the man is holy, lives long, 
and the external openings of the body are large. The disposition 
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of individuals are either satwa, raja, or tama ; that is g^kKl, 
passionate, or inert. 

When the qualities of the Gods predominate in the embryo, the 
following will be the indications. When the qualities of the God 
Brain ha predominates in the body, the person will remain clean, 
religious, and learned in the Vedas ; is charitable, hospitable, per- 
forms ceremonies, and prays to liis Guru. 

If the quality of Indra be in excess in the body at conception ; 
the in. In idual will be great, magcstic, and powerful, and employs 
many dependants. 

If the qualities of neptune ( Vanina) be in excess he is always 
desir{)ns of cool things, is patient under suffering, is of a yellowish 
colour, and his hair is like that of a lion, lie speaks pleasantly or 
kindly. 

The qualities of the God of riches (Kvvera) predominating, 
the person will be a peace maker, liave much wealth, have 
many children, will be careful, rich, and fond of collecting 
wealth. 

W'itli the disposition of the God of music {Ganddhurva) predomi- 
nates, the j)erson will have a desire for good smelling things, and 
flowers, and will be always wishing to dance, sing, and play. 

The disj)ositioii of the angel of death ( 1 qr judge after 

death, are as follows : The person acts agreea]>le to orders, and acts 
properly, has no fear, lias memory, is always clear, is not angry, is 
not ignorant, lias no hatred. 

The person witli a disposition of the sages {Rishis) is always 
pronouncing the names of the Gods ; follows the orders of the 
shastres, and always rciup’ns pure and prays frequently, lie has 
much knowledge, especially of the arts. When the Satwa gun 
predominates in the eifibiyo, the individual will possess these qua- 
lities. 

The bad in disposition are those in wliom the qualities of the demons 
(^Asnrns) predominate. These persons will be very rich, and inspire 
teiTor ; they are great warriors, fierce, and alwa3'8 inclined to oppress 
people. The eat once a daj^ and require good things and never 
peiform the usual ceremonies, ou such occasions. 

With the qualities of Serpents, such persons are always hot, 
fearful, fierce, forget pei'sons, and do not act fairly. 

Birds* A person with this dis|K> 8 itiou is not inclined to change 
his work ; indulges in lust, is always eating, angry, and restless. 

Bukhpasa or Giants. Such a person is constant to one work, he 
produces fear, and caliunniates, acts unfairly to others, and has 
much pride. 
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IViBdch or devil. The person always wants to eat the fragments 
of others meals, is of a hot disposition ; rejoices in wickedness, is 
courageous, and has no shame. 

Preta (demon).. His dis])()sitioii is difficult to discover. The per- 
son is always lazy, and always wishing to act improperly, is cov etous, 
and is not generous. The above six disposition have iimcli passion. 

Persons with much of the qualities of Beasts {Pasha gana), lun e 
a bad memory and act badly ; they are always dreaming that they are 
with women ; do not work themselves, and entice others from work. 

One with the disposition of Fish is always changing, has no S(‘nse, 
is always fearful, always wants water, and will injure others. 

Men having the disposition of Trees^ always wish to remain in 
one place, are always eating, will not work. 

A physician is to notice such dispt)siti()ns, and in his practice to 
act so as to remove an excess, or increase a delBoiciicy. 


CHAPTER Vlli. 

Ages. 

There arc three ages, childhood (Balya), manhood (madhya), and 
decrepitude (varddhakya). 1st. childhood extends to the loth year, 
and is distinguished by three stages : — 

a. Period of suckling to 1 year. 

b. 'Flic period in which milk and rice are the food ; which extends 
to the second year. 

c. Wheii the food is rice ; which extends from the 3rd to the loth 
year, during which time Phlegm is in excess. 

2nd. Manhood (madhya) extends from tlie 16th to the 70 th year; 
and is divided into four periods. 

a. Vrkldhi or giwtli, which extends from the 16th to the2(Xh 
year. 

h. Jaurana. From the 2()th to the 30lh year. 

c. Sampiirnata^ from the 30th to the 40th year ; when all 
the humours, senses, strength, (bala) are in their full developement. 

d. from the 40th to the 70th year ; when all the powers 
of the organs are gradually diminishing. Bile is at this period iu 
excess. 

3rd. Decrepitude ( Vdrddhakga) extends from tlie 70th year till 
the person’s death ; during which the humours, senses, strength, and 
animation diminish daily. The muscles become soft, and flaccid, 
the iiair turns gray, and falls the body becomes bent, and tlm 
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person is afflicted with coughing, asthma, and other such diserjses. 
He cannot perform any work ; and other signs of decrepitude appear ; 
like an old house in the rainy season with many props. In this 
period of life, air is in excess, and nervous diseases prevail. 

It is supposed the male at 25, and the female at 16 years of age, 
arrive at their perfection in figure and strength. 

In youth and in old age, the application of fire, caustics (actual 
and potential cauteries), blisters, &c., and the use of strong purgatives 
are to be avoided ; or when required they are to be administered in 
a weaker form than usual, and administered by degrees. There are 
likewise fat, thin, and middle sized individuals. In the first the 
humours are to be diminished ; in the second increased ; and in the 
third the humours are to be preserved in the same state. Some of 
these thin persons are strong, and fat individuals weak. Among 
all the principles of our treatment the strength of the person should 
first be observed ; as without it, the administration of many medi- 
cines, and the performance of operations is improper. 


CHAPTER IX. 

On death {Mrityu) 

Death is the separation, of the soul from the body ; of which there 
are one hundred and one ways in which a person may die ; one of which 
at the time appointed, is natural death, which takes place about the 
hundredth year of age ; the others are accidental, which occur 
from numerous causes, as bad living, intemperance, poisons, fire, 
lightning, drowning, sin, &c. ; these are to be guarded against 
by care, medicines, and prayers. Man is like a coachman driving 
his own carriage ; if this be well made, and if he continue to drive 
cautiously, it will go a long time ; but, if he drives it upon bad 
roads, the wheels will get injured, and the carriage will be soon 
worn out. 

Should he indulge too much in the gratification of the senses, he 
will die like a deer, which is supposed to be deluded to its destruction 
by the sweet sounds of the lute which the hunters use ; should he 
indulge in lust, like the Elephant ; in sight, like the butterfly in ap- 
proaching the lamp ; in smell, like the bee which is inclosed and 
crushed in the flower, which has attracted it by its smell ; in taster 
like the fish by the fisherman’s hook : So beware of indulging too 
muqh itt any of the pleasures of sense, else it jnSL lead, in IlKe 
r, to year destruction ! 



SI 


Death is always near ; and when it occurs, nothing but the sins and 
virtuous actions which have been performed, accompany the souP. 

When a person leaves his corpse, like a log or a lump of clay, 
on the ground, his kindred retire with averted faceo ; but his virtue 
accompanies his soul* Continually, therefore, let him collect virtue, 
for the sake of securing an inseparable companion with which he 
may traverse a gloom, how hard to be traversed ! For, in his passage 
to the. next world, neither his lather nor his mother, nor his wife, 
nor his son, nor his kinsmen, will remain in his company : his virtue 
alone will adhere to him. Single is each man born ; single he dies ; 
single he receives the reward of his good, and single the punish- 
ment of his evil deeds f 

The wise and foolish, the great in rank, the low in condition, 
all die in the same way. As a rich man has more foresight than the 
poor and ignorant, so the former is more anxious about his detitli, 
which must happen to all ; but it is the holy man who has least 
dread of its occurrence, as being more prepared than others for the 
njcessary change. 

After death, the body is like a house without a tenant ; and the 
five elements slowly separate and join their like ; the atoms of 
earth join the earth, the watery mix with w^ater, &e. Deatli is there- 
fore called in Sanscrit Panchatwa^ or separation and passage to the 
five elements. To promote this separation of the elements after death, 
which would be defiled if buried, and to purify them in their passage 
from the body, so as to enable the earth, air, fire, water, and ether, 
of which the body is composed, to join the mass of the same ele- 
ments which compose the world, the bodies of Hindus are burnt. 
‘‘ What then dies ? not the body, for it only changes its Ibrm ; 
and certainly not the soul ! Why then regret the death of relations 
and friends, if they have passed through life with propriety ! such 
grief is indeed natural, for it is universal, but it is the ofispring of 
our igorance and our selfishness. 

As the body is continually changing in its progress through life, so 
death is merely one of these clianges. The body is frail, but tlie 
soul is incorruptible. Some say that an infant is bom, that a person 


♦ “ A mansion infested by age and by sorrow, the seat of maladies, har- 
rassed with paina, haunted with the qualities of darkness, and incapable 
of standing lone; such a mansion of the vital soul let its occupier always 
cheerfully quii^* Menu, Ch. vi § 77 p. 183. 

t Menu Chap. IV § 239, 240, 241,243. The same idea is thus ex- 
pressed in another Sanscrit work. The wise man meditates on the ac- 
quisition of knowledge and riches, as if not subject to sickness or death ; 
and cultivates virtue as if death had already seised him by the hair.'* 
(Uitopadeslia), 
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is dead ; that this one is the murderer, andtliat body the murdered ; 
but these are foolish exclamations ! The body is alone destroyed, 
not the soul ; as it only changes ite position, like a person rdio 
casts off his worn-out garments. Cutting instruments may wound 
him, water may purify him, and air may dry him up, but the soul 
remains always the same. Those who are born must die, and who- 
ever dies must be bom again j and as the elements were invisible 
and separated, before the fornaation of the body, in like manner 
they are again separated and dispersed upon its dissolution. 

At the moment of death the material elements of the body sepa- 
rate, and the vital soul, which has an invisible body (linga sharird)^ 
resembles the form of the body it had inhabited, and retains the 
organs of sense and of action. On separating from one, it joins itself 
to another, and according to the actions the person had performed 
in his former state of existence, so will be his future condition* 
As a seed of an inferior or superior order, so will the plant be ; 
thus may the soul animate a man who will grow old in a de- 
formed and diseased body ; with a mind wicked and miserable. 
This union of the liberated soul, and its juncture with the seed 
of another body, takes place immediately ; as a leech on leaving one 
piece of grass, must immediately attach itself to another. Thus 
that immutable Power, by acting and reposing alternately, reWvifies 
and destroys, in eternal succession, this whole assemblage of im- 
moveable and locomotive creatures. 

Beatitude is to be obtained by the coercion of the members, by 
abstaining from hurting and afflicting, or giving pain to sentient 
creatures ; when the individual becomes fit for immortality.” Menu, 
§ 60. When the vital soul has been purified by the good deeds which 
have occurred in the body, it is absorbed into that supreme essence, 
the divine soul of all beings, which withdraws his energy, and placidly 
slumbers. Menu adds — Let him not wish for death let him not 
wish for life ; let him expect his appointed time, as a hired servant 
expects his wages.” (Chap. YL § 45, page 178). 



BOOK III. 


THERAPEUTICS. 

The Hindu sages suppose that diseases are either produced by sins 
committed in a former state of existence ; by derangements of the 
humours ; or by the combination of these two causes. The former 
class can only be removed by certain saerifleei, prayers, penances, 
and gifts ; the second class only, are those which may be removed by 
the employment of remedies. By this means, flie physician knows 
that when a disease does not yield to the employment of proper re- 
medies, it must belong to the first class of diseases, and will be only 
cured by the means prescribed in such cases. The third class of di- 
seases are produced by a combination of sins and derangement of 
humours ; these require for their cure the employment of prayers, 
and of a proper course of medicine. 

The means employed by the physician for curing diseases, will be 
considered under the following heads. 

Istly — Hy geology or regimen. 

2ndly — Materia Medica and or preparation of Medi- 

cal agents ; and, 

3dly — Surgery y or all manual applications for the cure of inju- 
ries and diseases. 


CHAPTER L 
Hygeology. 

The Hindu Legislators appear to have been convinced, at a very 
early period, of the importance of a knowledge of the means of pre- 
serving health, as we find various laws were enacted for this pur- 
|)08e ; and in order td enforce these precepts among a rude people, 
incapable of appreciating their importance, and disinclined to obey 

il2 
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them, religion was employed to afford its powerful assistance. This ex- 
plains the numerous precepts of Hygeine which we find in the sacred 
works of the most ancient people ; and which necessarily vary in their 
nature with the climate, and the character and habits of the people. 
In the sacred works of the Hindus, these laws are so numerous 
that it is impossible that any single individual should follow them. 
On this account they are probably more generally neglected than 
they would have been had the catalogue been less numerous. A fact 
much to be regretted, since the climate requires so much more at- 
tention to Hygeine than a more temperate one. The most important 
Hygeian precepts will be considered under the heads of relative and 
personal precepts. 


Section I. 

Relative duties. 

Climate of India , — The extensive country known among the an- 
cients by the title of India witJiin the Ganges, lias been famous, 
from the earliest ages, for the wisdom of its sages, the richness of 
its productions, and the fertility of its soil. It is now named Hin- 
dustan*, and is bounded by the River Indus on the west, and north 
by the Himalaya mountains ; on the south by the Indian ocean, and 
on the east by the hills and forests of Assam. From the magnifi- 
cent range of Mountains in the north, Hindustan consists mostly of 
extensive })lains, whicli possess a rich and black loam, consisting 
of clay with a considerable proportion of silicious sand, fertilized by 
various salts, and by decayed animal and vegetable matter where it is 
watered by the Ganges. In other parts of the Panjub, in Bengal, and 
the adjacent provinces, there is a considerable extent of clayey soil. 
In Sind and Gujerat the soil is sandy, and in Malwa a rich deep black 
mould prevails. The soil is generally unproductive in Gundwana, 
and Orissa \ and neai* the coasts, of the Malabar and Coromandel sides, 
the soil is sandy and generally very poor, while the Table land of 
the Peninsula of India is generally fertile. The eastern part of Hin- 
dustan is intersected by numerous branches of large rivers, which 

• The word JTind, from whence HMu and Hindustan are derived, is 
of Persian origin, from Hindu, black, or dark and st’han, a place, or 
country of blacks. Others suppose it may have been derived firom JEGrpm^ 
the supposed son of ifay?t| the son of Noah* 
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irrigate the rich plains of Bahar, and at not a very distant period 
seems to have formed, from its rich deposits, the large, flat and finiit- 
ful province of Bengal, to which the following remarks principally 
apply 

In the Hindu medical works three climates are mentioned, the 
moist, the hot, and' the mixed, or temperate. 

The moist country (Anflpa) is distinguished by having much water 
upon its surface, by being intersected by rivers and being irre- 
gular in its surface, wifh liigh mountains, and tail trees. In such 
a climate the air is cool, and the wind temperate. There lillies 
and other water flowers abound ; geese, ducks, cranes, and other 
such birds are common ; and fish and serpents are numerous. In 
such a situation the inliabitauts arc unhealthy, and are short-lived. 
There diseases of air and phlegm abound, and the inhabitants are 
fat, indolent, and Aveak. In such situations Ihe juices of the 
body require to be dried by the use of hot, dry, kind ligiit food, in 
small quantities ; so as to strengthen the internal fire. 

The second or Hilly country (Jaiignla), is clfkacterized by the 
heat of the air, ajid by the prevalence of hot Winds, by large and 
arid plains covered Avith dwarf trees and prickly slirubs, growing 
at a distance from eacli other. In such a country tliere is little 
water upon the surface, and it can oid^ be obtained by digging wells. 
In such a climate tlie bamboo, the akanda (CaU)tropis gigaiitca), the 
kul (Zizyj)hus Jftjffha), Vj\gyaduiiiur (Ficus glomerata ), the Giib and 
Kenduka (Diosj)yros glutinosa and Di<»spyros melanoxyloii), and the 
like trees arc found. The inhabitants of such climates are remark- 
able for having litth^ muscle, for having large bones, and being good 
workmen. The diseases of air and bile are most fre(|ueiit ; but the 
climate is healthy, and the inhabitants are long-li\ ed. 

When the two above cliniaiis are found in tiiC same country it 
is called mixed, or temperate (SadJiarana). The heat and cold an* 
more equable, the derangements of tlie air, bile, and phlegm are 
equalized, and the climate is favourable to life. The inhabitantb of 
such a fortunate region are stronger, more ^ igurous and healthy, 
than in either of the other two climates. It is, however, worthy of 
remark that a person who is attentiix* to his regimen way live with 
impunity in any of the above climates. 

When a person is born in a particular climate, and has air, bile, , 
and phlegm deranged, on going to a worse one, tlie derangement of 
the humours increases and will destroy the person ; or if^ he 
journies to another and better climate the tendency to disease 
removed. 

Whatever is the custom of a climate as to food, clothing, 
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is to be followed, when the change will not produce any bad effect 
If the disease is recent, and the individual strong, it will be cured 
easily ; but this will be retarded or promoted, by the predisposition 
of the climate and season to affect such diseases. A complicated 
disease will always be cured with great difficulty. When one 
remedy does not produce the expected good effect, another should 
be substituted for it. But if a remedy does some good, it should 
be continued, in preference to a hundred others which have not been 
tried. If no other treatment can be devised in such severe diseases, 
the one adopted should be continued. The remedies must be varied 
according to the climate, season, age, and constitution of the 
affected person. If this is not observed, bad effects will follow, and 
other disorders will be produced. 

Time (kala) like a God is produced perfect in root, stem, and 
branches. It has neither beginning nor end ; or is like a wlieel which 
is always turning. It produces life and death, and tlie good and 
bad qualities of every thing, excepting that indistinguishable some- 
thing, called the ultimate elements of the world (Paramdnu), from 
wheilce another world will be ultimately formed. 

2nd, Of Tim4i and of the seasons. Time is divided as follows 
15 winks of the eye are equal to a kashfha ; 30 kashtha 1 Kala ; 20 
kalds 1 Muhdrta ; and 30 Muhdrtas to a day and a night ; 15 days 
1 Pakhsa or fortnight ; one of which is the dark (Krishna) and the 
other light (Shukla) ; 2 Paksha 1 month (masa); 2 months are equal 
to one Ritu or season ; 3 Ritu 1 Ayana ; 2 Ayana 1 year ; and five 
years make one Yug. The sun forms the distinguishing qualities of 
the seasons. It dries tha Earth, which is softened by the moon ; and 
with the assistance of wind it promotes the growth, and life of 
organized matter. 

Seasons (ritu) are divided into uttard^ana, when the sun is sup- 
posed to be north of the equator; and Dakhsindi/ana, the six 
months when it is supposed to be south of the equator. 

The seasons are six in number, each consisting of two siderial 
months each. The succession of them is always the same ; but the 
vicissitudes of climate in them will depend on the position of the 
Equinoctial colure. Sometimes the year is reckoned by Ayana^ 
from September (Shravan), and January (indgha). 

a. Cold Months, Shishira, (M^gha and Phalguna or January and 
February), during which warm clothing is to be used. Air is in excess 
during this season ; when the broths of animals, iish, amphibious 
animals, and substances mixed with ghee, are to be taken. The wine 
called Sidhu is to be used, and honey mixed srith water ; milk and 
different aweetmeats ; &t, and new rice ; and wann water Is always to 
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be used. The body should be well rubbed with oil, which should also 
be applied to the head. The person should sleep in a room near the 
centre of the house, so as to be warm, and removed from the wind. 
Warm clothing should always be used during this season. The 
food should be in small quantities, and hot and dry substances 
should be avoided. 

b. Spring Months, Vasanta (March and April). All orga* 
nized bodies are generated during this, or the spring season. The 
air is then clear, flowers are numerous, and the countr}" looks beau* 
tiful, with the new leaves on the trees ; and man is cheered by the 
song of birds and the hum of bees. The south wind now begins to 
blow. In this season the plilegm predominates, and its diseases ap* 
pear. The internal fire is diminished. Emetics and purgatives should 
be employed, and heav)% oily, and sweet substances are to be avoid* 
ed, and sleeping in the day time should also be guarded against. 
Bodily exercise should be used. Tepid water should be used for 
every purpose, and the body should be rubbed with sandal and other 
fragrant woods. Use barley and wheat, the flesh of deer, hares, and 
wild fowls. Drink sidhu and Mada (wine) and reside in a gar- 
den with women. 

c. Hot Months, Ghrishma, (May and June), The hot season, in 
which the rays of the sun are powerful, with warm wind from the 
south, which makes this season oppressive and unpleasant, increases 
air, produces debility, and affects even the understanding. The earth 
becomes hot and dry, the rivers diminish, the water is warm and light, 
and the earth appears to smoak. Birds and deer proceed in search 
of water ; and the juice of plants is raised, and their qualities are 
diminished ; creepers, grass, and the leaves of trees are di minj^h^ 
and fall off, dried and decayed. 

During this season the diseases of air prevail. In it use cool 
liquids and food prepared with ghee. Drink different sherbets, 
and use broth of wild animals and birds ; eat rice with milk and 
ghee ; by which means a person will not lose his strength. Little 
wine is to be used, and always mixed with much water. Salt, acid, 
and hot things are to be avoided. Do not take much exercise. 
Reside in a cool garden with a large tank and flowers ; avoid ex- 
cesses in venery. Sleep during the day in a cool room, and at 
night repose in the upper rooms, and use the hand pankha (fan) 
sprinkled with sandal wood and water. 

d. The Rainy season, Varsha (July and August). During this sea- 
son the sky is loaded with clouds ; the wind easterly, with much light- 
ning and thunder ; new grass and leaves appear ; the rainbow is beau- 
tiful ; numerous graceful creepm of the class of convolvulus appear, 
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of various colours, blue, and pink. The banks of the rivers, 

and the trees iijxui tlicm nre broken away by the force of the torrents ; 
tilt; tniilvs jnid arf‘ adorned by varied coloured lilies ; much 
clear roniiujK's uj^ou the surface of the earth, and vegetation 

proccNMls 'jIhtc are many clouds which obscure the sun 

and planets, and inii(‘h vain falls. Towards the end of the season 
till <0 is little tlmndir. Theclo.idy diminish the light and heat, 
and with the', water of the moon (dew), reduce the juices of living 
nninials, and thi lr siroi’gth. Water is impure, during this season ; 
the body i < ••’isP, the cold (lump air affects the strength of the inter- 
nal fire, and tin* food is burnt in the body, by the increased 

quantity ofliilr. 

In J 7/ A,//// the iippetite is diminished by the derangement of 
the humours, cuasad liy the heat and moisture ; and new water 
has an acid quality, 'i'hi* food should be sparingly given, and 
r hould ncithiT be too hot nor very cold ; sleeping in the day time 
ai.,1 exposure to the cliinato are to be avoided, as also the use of 
ri\er water. Too mi^ph exercise, exposure to the sun, and venery 
are to inohh il. Water mixed with honey is to be used, and in 
a cdoiuly day tak(‘ food mixed with salt, acids, and ghee ; barlc}', 
wiicat, aihl olvl rice are to be used, with the broths of wild animals 
and ton is. T’ac wine of grapes, and fresh water which has been 
boile d, an i > be drunk. Anoint the body with fragrant oil, and bathe 
dally ; n e light and white clothes, and live in a liigh and dry house. 

5 Tlie J/'./.s/ Season, Skarat, (September and October). During 
this MMson \\io sky is overcast with wliite clouds, and the tanks are 
full of waU r jibes. The earth is covered with salt, and many trees 
nre rooted uji and die. The surface of the earth appc" vs irregular. 

During this season the. sky is clean, with white broken clouds ; 
flic air is snltvy, the moisture on the ground dries, the sun’s rays 
inen’ !.>(• ii. ' tu ngth ; and by the changes in tcnij>orature bile and 
cougii produce diseases. In this season the w’ati r is pure, and may 
be used freely for batliiug, and for drinking. Vegetation is 
vigorous, the country beautiful ; and food produced during tliis 
season is not good, but is improved by keeping, if it admits of this. 
The lakes are covered with lilies, reeds, and wJiite flowers. Ducks, 
&c., abound. 

J>isea8es of the Bile prevail in this season. The food and drink 
to be used should be light, cool and sweet ; with tonic and bitter 
articles. Such food as wild fowds, hares, and animals of the. same 
kind ; mutton is also good, with rice, barley, wheat, and the like. 
Use purgative medicines and blood-letting ; while exposure to the sun 
and heat and night air are to be avoided, more particularly the east 
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wind ; sleeping during the day, too, is lo be avoided ; as also fat, oil, 
fish, the flesh of ampliibious animals, and acids. The clothes should 
be light, and clean. 

6 Cold season^ Haimania (November and December), The water 
during this season becomes clear, cool, and heavy. The rays of the 
sun diminish in influence ; and phlegm is increased, as is exemplified 
in its discharge from the nose, from colds. 

The Bilious diseases, which were common during the last season, 
diminish during the present, in which healthy, cool, northerly airs 
prevail. A mistiness hangs over tanks and rivers, like clothes which 
cover the bodj". TJie cows, slieep, buffaloes, and elephants look clean, 
and several trees such as priyangu, punnaga, &c,, are in flower. 

The seven last days of one season, and the seven first of the new 
one, are called ritusaiidhi (the junction of seasons). During this time 
the regimen of the former is gradually to be left off, and that of 
the succeeding one substituted. 

Diseases from Bile are cured bj' the cold sensem 4 those from phlegm 
diminish in the hot season, and from air during the moist months. 
The morning is like the spring season, noon life the l»ot, anti even- 
ing like the rainy season. The same changes occur in the night ; tlio 
first watch being like the rainy season ; tlie second like the moist ; and 
the morning wattjh, like the cold season. In these tiin(‘s, air, bile, 
and phlegm increase like llie seasons ; and in the process of tUgestion 
they increase in the same manner ; during the first stage pidegm 
predominates, then bile, and lastly air. 

Tlie irregularities of tlie seasons produce an unfavourable effect on 
health, and both food, water, and medicines lose their good effects, 
and various diseases are produced. It is during these irregularities 
that plagues appear, devils rage, and sin prevails. Poisonous air often 
produces^the same effects. The odours of flowers mi;i:ed with poison- 
ous air produces derangements of phlegm, difficult breathing, vomit- 
ing, discharges from the mouth and nose, headaclie, and fever. There 
is an influence of planets and stars, from the bad situation of dwelling 
houses, the place in which persons sleep and sit, and tlu^ diseases 
of the horse upon which he rides, is liable to effect the rider. These 
are to l>e prevented by changing the person’a residence, by prayers, 
by the removal of sin, by different sacrifices and ceremonies, by 
the intercession of Brahmins, and by visiting holy^laces. 

In these remarks we have the evidence of considerable correct- 
ness of observation ; as the increased communicating power of moist air, 
theunhealthynatureof certain situations, for preventing orcuriug dis- 
eases ; in which a change of situation is very properly recommended. 
Bat these remarks are mixed up with false statement^ from the de^ 
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sire of the writer to explain all difficulties by superstitious faii- 
cies ; thus whenever a child is attacked wi^j^ sickness, it is supposed 
to be produced by the attack of certain devils ; such as graha, asura, 
rakbyas, bhuta, &c. ; to relieve which different prayers (mantras) 
and ceremonies are performed, with generally the addition of certain 
remedies. 

When a disease continues loiig, the situations of planets and 
stars are calculated ; by which the long continuance of the disease 
is explained, and for the relief of which certain ceremonies and gifts 
are performed. 

The heat of the fire cures diseases of air and phlegm. It also re- 
moves passing pains. It promotes the dejections, and removes 
shivering and discharges from the nose, mouth, and eyes, It in- 
creases the diseases of blood and bile, and during sleep retains 
the humours in a good state ; it improves the colour of the body, 
strengthens it, removes dozing, and promotes happiness and in- 
ternal warmth. 

The heat of the sun when very strong, is drying ; and promotes 
perspiration, .faintness, giddiness, thirst, and the heat of the 
body. It increases the bad smell of the body, deepens the dark 
colour of the skin ; and increases the diseases of the bile, and 
blood. 

Shadows remove the bad effects of heat, as they have a sedative 
cooling, and pleasant quality. 

The smoke of fire increases bile and air. 

Dew and mist increase phlegm and air. 

Moonlight cures diseases of blood and bile. 

Rain increases strength, is cooling, increases semen, sleep, lan- 
guor, phlegm, and air. 

Easterly wind^ increases phlegm, is cold, has a saltish quality, and 
is heavy. It diminishes appetite, increases laziness, the heat of 
the body, and strength. It produces diseases of the blood cOid 
bile, is bad for those with sores, or who are affected with poison, 
and diseases of phlegm. It removes the derangements of air. It is 
good for persons fatigued, and it diminishes the form of consumption 
produced by phlegm. It also give strength, and softens the body. 
A Southerly wind is pleasant, does not produce heat, and has a light 
and sedative quality. It is good for the eyes and strength, it 
cures diseases of blood and bile, and the air is not deranged by it. 
Westerly wind increases internal heat, dries the body, and di- 
minishes the bulk of the body and strength ; it produces a roughnesa 
<xf the skin, diminishes the strength, and health. It dries up phlegm 
and &t. Northerly wind is soft, coeding, light, agreeab^ and slightly 



91 


sedative. It promotes the dejections, and increases diseases of air, 
bile, and phlegm. In healthy individuals it increases the phlegm, and 
the strength. It is good for severe cough with bloody sputa, for 
diseases from poisons, and does not derange the humours. 

The air from Pankhas, removes faintness, thirst, perspiration, 
fatigue, and heat. The Tal Pankha (common hand pankha) and 
cliowry and cloth pankahs, cure deranged air, bile, and phlegm ; are 
cooling, and increase happiness. 

There are three prevailing seasons in Bengal, the cold, hot, and 
rainy seasons. From the end of February, and during March and a 
part of April, may be considered as spring months, and are the most 
agreeable of any of the year. Towards the end of March, and during 
the months of April, May, and a part of June the weather is very 
hot ; and in the northern and more inland provinces a violent hot 
wind blows from the west, loaded with almost imperceptible par- 
ticles of sand. In this season the weather is so oppressive as to 
confine the inhabitants to their houses, during the great heat of 
the day. Vegetation is destroyed, and these provinces are reduced 
to a burning tract of sand ; while the air of the • neighbouring 
mountains remains cool and pleasant, during these hot months. 

In the upper provinces the rains begin in April and May ; but 
in the plains they do not commence till the beginning of June, and 
continue to full till the end of July. The rain disperses Ihe 
accumulated heat, which would otherwise be insupportable. During 
the months of August and September the rain falls less frequently 
and copiously, and the long day and high altitude of the sun, with 
an atmostphere loaded with moisture, render the weather excessively 
oppressive and sultry ; particularly when the air is calm, which is of 
frequent occurrence, as the Monsoon changes at this time. The cold 
season commences in the month of October, when dews are heavy ; 
the cold increases, and during the months of November, December, 
ana January, it is often intense in Bengal and Behar. In these pro- 
vinces the cold has generally a damp disagreeable feel, whereas, in 
the northern and westeni provinces, snow and ice are common on 
the Mountains, and the air is dry and bracing. 

From such an extensive country, and variety of soil and climate, 
the vegetable and animal productions are of the most varied des- 
cription in the different latitudes, heights, and exposures ; and man 
himself affords great varieties in his physical and mental powers in 
the different situations and climates in which he resides. In the 
Northern Provinces of Hindustan, the men are tall, strong, and 
actNe, and are distingiushed by their courage and mental qualities ; 
as we advance to the more sultry and moist climate of Bengal, the 

1.2 
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inhabitants become of lower stature, possess greater agility, and are 
capable of enduring great fatigue, have little courage or mental 
aptitude, but great cunning and retentiveness. They are generally 
of a fair olive colour, handsome in their youth, and in after life in 
proportion to their rank, and healthy and guarded occupation ; but 
become of a dark olive colour and plain exterior, in proportion as 
they inhabit low and damp houses, live on unhealthy food, and arc 
much exposed to labour, and to the inclemency of the weather. 
In general the head and face of the Hindu are small and oval, the 
nose and lips prominent and well formed, the eyes black, and the 
eyebrows regular, and full *. The females are distinguished for the 
gracefulness of their forms, the softness of their skins, their long 
and black hair, dark eyes, and delicate persons. These peculiarities 
are marked in youth, but rapidly fade. The fairness of the skin 
also differs — depending on that of the parents, and on the occu- 
pation and exposure of the individual to the sun, &c. 


Section II. 


Personal Duties, 

The practitioner should give instructions to persons not only as to 
the manner of curing, but also of preventing the occurrence ufdisease f. 

The following remarks will be considered under tlie heads of 
duties — a rising from bed in the morning ; h cleaning the mouth ; 
c anointing the body ; d exercise, shampooing, and rubbing the 
body ; e bathing, y' clothing, g food, and h sleeping J. 


* The intelligence of the Bengdlfs is much more marked in the higher 
classes th»n among the lowtr. In the ft»riner, the brisk and intelligent 
boy, that receives in:^truction readily, is fickle and restless ; and from the 
short period he attends school, from the enervating nature of the 
climate, and tlie vitiating influence of Hindu Society, is too often trans- 
formed into the stupid and sensual men. 

t bodies are cleansed by water, the mind is purified by birth, the 
vital spirit by theology and devotion, and the understanding, by know 
ledge (Manu. p, 161 . ch. v. § 109 . 

I So careful were the Hindu authors of the regimen of the sick, that 
they even noted the hour at which the disease commenced, the length of 
time to be devoted to sleep in different diseases ; how often tlie pa- 
tient is to clean bis teeth, and wash his month ; and the kind Of house 
in which he should reside. Such particulars captivate the ignorant pati- 
ent and his friends, who fancy the practitioner possesses a great extent of 
knowledge from the care with which these trifles are attended tO| wl^e 
they often neglect important indicatioua. 
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cu It is ptoper to rise from bed sometime before sun-rise, to 

perform the duties of nature, with the face towards tJie north. 

h. After these duties the teeth are to be cleaned with a piece of 
a fresh branch of the nim or catechu tree, and the mouth and eyes 
and face are to be cleaned with water. Should these not be got, 
branches of any other kind of wood, not hollow, may be used. 
Persons are not to clean the te^th when it produces vomiting, 
when the food is not properly digested (ajirna), in diarrhaea (afisii'r), 
in shnl, in disetises of the teeth, during the first eiglit days of fever, 
in asthma (shwasa), when the mouth is dry, in cough, in epilepsy in 
fainting, in headache, and in diseases of the eyes. Tlie teeth should 
not be cleaned before the tenth year of the child’s age. 

When a powder is used for cleaning the tooth it is to be formed of 
honey, long pepper, black pepper, and dry ginger, &c. This is used 
daily, and a soft brush of the above wood may he used. Cleaning the 
teeth promotes appetite and happiness. 

For cleaning the tongue, a piece of gold, silver, or wood ten 
finger’s breadth in length, with a thin edge, may hi* used as a scraper. 

The mouth is to be washed with water, ghoe, oil, or tlie like ; 
which strengthens the teeth, and promotes api)etite. 

c. The Hindus, and all Asiatics, anoint their bodies daily with 
oil, more especially their heads, ears, and feet ; which they suj)pose 
is conducive to health, by increasing good forture, improving 
tlie colour aud softness of the skin, increasing happiness, sleep, life, 
strength, and curing perspinition, bad smells, and lassitude. It 
also diminishes the diseases of air and phlegm, increases the seven 
dhatu, and improves the marrow, and the colour of the skin, and t ..e 
organs of sense. It also cures diseases of the feet, prevents puinfiu 
cramps of the fingers ; and as long as the head is kept moistened 
with oil, it prevents headache, improves the hair, and prevents its 
becoming gray. In all cases in which bathing is to be avoided, 
th3 anointing of the body will be advantageous to the person’s health. 

Mustard, or any other fragraijt oil, is used for anointing the body. 
Anointing the face with sweet smelling oils, as females often do, 
retains the eyes healthy, and the face soft and pure, the mouth and 
lips like the lily, the eyelashes beautiful, and the skin clear like 
light. Using such, increases riches, children, and other desirable 
objects. Anointing the ears prevents deafness, &c., and the diseases 
of the nape of the neck, and of the condyles of the jaw. Anoint- 
ing the feet improves the eyesight, and prevents the feet firom 
cracking. The Body should not be anointed at the beginning of fever, 
when the food is not digested, or after purging, vomiting, and 
tftMwiiML The Hebrews^ in like manner, especially their females, 
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made much use of oil ; and it was considered by them as a mark 
of esteem, and honor to offer oil to those that went to see them, so 
that they might anoint their heads *. The modern method of anoint- 
ing the head at the coronation of kings is derived from this custom. 

The hot climate and slight clothing, and exposure to a burning 
sun, increases the action of the cutaneous vessels, and renders the 
skin hard and dry ; and if perfect cleanliness is not observed, it be- 
comes incrusted with its own discharges, and with foreign matter 
which irritates the part, and prevents the proper action of this impor- 
tant organ. To prevent such a consequence, oil is ordered to be rub- 
bed over the surface before it has been washed, by which it is ren- 
dered soft, and pliant ; it also promotes an equable perspiration, and 
an excessive degjree is avoided which would weaken the body. 
Whenever the Hindu feels indisposed, the body is anointed with oil, 
on the same principle that Solomon, in his Proverb;, speaks of admi- 
nistering ointment, ‘‘ which rejoices the heart, which may be a heal- 
ing medicine to the navel, &c”. In this case the oil was mixed with 
other vegetable oils to render its effects more permanent. The 
metallic oxyds were sometimes added so as to form ointments, 
liniments, and plasters. The latter medicines giving them a due 
consistence by their drying effects on the oils. 

Several oils are prepared with those medicinal plants which are used 
internally, and are applied externally in different cases of disease ; 
especially in old fevers, spasmodic, paralytic, rheumatic diseases, 
in affections of the mind, as madness, &c. 5 and these oils are sup- 
posed by the Hindus to be thus used more advantageously than 
when given internally. Medicines keeping the feet and the outlets 
of the body clean, promote health, and are good for the eyes and 
skin. After the person has adjusted his dress, prayers are to be 
oflered up to the gods. 

d. Exercise increases strength, prevents and cures diseases, by 
equalizing the humours; it prevents fatness and laziness, and strength- 
ens the firmness of the body. It removes grief, increases the 
internal fire, and the body becomes lighter, more vigorous, and 
ready to work. If ^daily used, it prevents the bad effects of indi- 
gestible and unusual articles of food, and fat food so desired. 
Walking is always to be used, particularly by those persons 
who live on rich food ; such exercise is to be used evening and 
morning, especially in the cold and spring months, while fatigue 
is avoided. 

Persons with diseases ofthe blood and bile, with fever, difficulty of 
breathing, dizziness, asthma, feitigue^ and ail kinds of cough, and 
* See Luke vii. v. 46. 
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dryness of the body, should avoid exercise. When the mouth is 
always dry, with difficulty of breathing ; in diseases of the air and 
bile, in boyhood and old age, after eating, and before the food is 
thoroughly digested, or when there are sores upon the body, exer- 
cise is to be avoided. When reduced in flesh by lust, such exercise 
tires and increases fever, phlegm and thirst ; and increases diseases 
of the blood and bile. Should much exercise be taken, it produces 
cough, fever, and vomiting ; after exercise quietude is proper, as it 
increases strength, cures a superabundance of fat, and removes the 
feeling of fatigue. 

e, Shampooiiiy cures diseased phlegm, air, and fat ; the members 
are retained liealthy, as well as the skin, and it increases internal 
heat. Rubbing the body is pleasant, cures ama$ia, improves the 
skill, i-id the body feels light ; it also cures itching, small pimples, 
diseased air, and impurities in the abdomen. If the body be rub- 
bed uitli a brush, the fire of the skin will be iiuircased, and perspi- 
ration thou cures itching, and small tuhcrclcs. Tlic nails, beard, 
innstaeboes, and hair are to be cut every flt’th day. Tlic hair is to 
be combed and cleaned; nliieb impro\es health. 

f, RaiJnng, Tlicrc arc several kind of baths (.sverv/fr). The fol- 
lowing are the most common:-— 1st. Cold bat liing removes the inor- 
dinate lieat of the body, fatigue, pL‘rspivation, itehiness, thirst, and 
promotes happiness and pleasure. Tt rcm(*ves the impurities of 
the body, clears the senses, lemoves drowsiness and sin, increases 
seuie:i, retains the blood pure, and iiieiva^cs the internal heat. If 
warm water is poured on the licad, it is not good for the eyes ; but 
the use of cold water strengthens vision. Ihithing in very cold 
water in the u inter deranges phlegm and air, and during the hot 
season warm bathing increases bile and blood. Bathing is not 
proper in diarrluva {(ilisiir)^ in the beginning of fever, in diseases 
of the ear. or in those of the air, in swellings of tlie abdomen, in 
indigestion, and after eating. Bathing the feet is to be used for 
removing imjiuvities, local diseases, and fatigue. It retains the 
eyes clean, increases semen, and prevents the approach of devils. 
Independent persons, such as ricli merchants, bankers, talukdars 
and others, generally bathe at 10 or 1 1 o’clock, and after perform- 
ing these ceremonies they breakfast. Shop-keepers, day-labourers, 
ike, cat, at 10 o'clock, a handful of rice which has been moistened 
for half an hour iu water, or a handful of gram moistened, and do 
not generally bathe till after 12, 2, or even 3 o’clock. There arc 
some who bathe twice or thrice a day, but they are few in number. 
Tills description applies to the male inhabitants of towns. The 
higher class of females seldom liathe in rivers, but do so iii 
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tanks, in their respective gardens; or in warm water, between 10 
and 1 1 o’clock. Widows of the lower class are not strict, and do 
not observe the rules of the Shastras regarding bathing.* 

The cold bath is used in some inflammatory fevers, and in mad- 
ness {unmdda) ; and locally in some external inflammatory swellings 
{vrana), 

2nd. Avagliha sweda, or warm water bath. It is prepared with 
several medicinal plants, and is used either locally or generally ; for 
relieving pain, in different kinds of fevers, spasmodic affections, &c. 

3rd. Vapour Baths (Ushmd meda) are much employed by the 
Bengalis, more particularly for removing pain. They are made by 
heating a quantity of water in an earthen pot, over which a lid had 
been placed. The patient is first well rubbed with oil, and then 
sits on a chair over the pot of hot water, with a cove ng of 
clothes thrown over both, Wlicn any particular part of the body 
is pained, this only is exposed to the steam bath, and in other cases 
medicinal plants are added to increase the good effects of the remedy, 
as milk, nim leaves, and other such drugs. 

4th. Vpandha meda or hot cataplasms of medicinal plants. 
These are made into a paste, heated, and applied locally to relieve 
pain. In other cases these medicines are applied locally, with hot 
vapour. A tube is \ised to convey the vapour to the diseased part. 

5th. Tdpa meda is the frequent application of a hot hand, a 
heated cloth, or a bag filled with hot sand or salt.f It is used 
for relieving local pain, and for promoting the warmth of the body, 
when it becomes cold, in any disease. 

After bathing apply Surma, or antimony, to the edges of the 
eyelids ; which improves the sight, clears the itchiness, or any 
unhealthy humors of the eyes, and prevents the bad effects of the 


* The Hindu men and women may be seen proceeding towards the 
sacred Ganges in the cool of the day, the one with his small copper 
Iota, the other with her antique earthen pot perched upon her head, 
amidst the rustling of the beautiful palm trees, which almost hide the 
graceful cupolas of the neighbouring temples. After washing their 
heads with some of the mud and water of the Ganges, they proceed 
to clean their teeth with the branch of a tree which they have brought 
with them. They then wash their bodies, using mud for soap, fiU,ib^eir 
vessels with water, and return home. ’ ' ' i 

t In some cases the earth is heated, and a plantain leaf is extended ‘ 
over it, upon which the person lies. 

' ri.:i 
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glare of the sun^ aod the diseases of the eyes in general. Persons should 
not use S(lrm& who have sat up during the nighty who are much 
fatigued, who have vomited, who have eaten recently or are feverish. 
Medicines are sometimes added for increasing some particular 
effect 

g. Clothing, After bathing, the body is to be well rubbed with 
a piece of clean cloth, which produces a good colour of the skin. 
Silk, and warm red clothes diminish the diseases of air and phlegm, 
and should be used in the winter season. The clothes should be 
light, cool, and thin during the hot weather. In rainy and cold wea- 
ther, warm white clothes of a medium thickness are to be used. Care 
must be taken always to wear clean clothes, wliich is good for the 
skin, looks well, and promote happiness and longevity. 

A ptece of cotton cloth tied round their middle is all the clothing 
the poorer classes of natives have ; it is only when they appear in 
public that they add the turban, or piece of cloth to clover their heads 
and shoulders. The turban defends the head from heat and cold, 
and prevents the determination of the humours to the head. If 
tlie person uses it continually he will live long, and his head will 
remain clear, and cool. A single piece of coarse cotton cloth, seve- 
ral yards in length, is the usual dress of females. Such clotlies, 
particularly with the addition of ornaments, prevent the approach 
of the Rakshyasas or devils, increase strength (ojas), improve good 
fortune, and retain the heart happy and contented. Sandals are 
to be put upon the feet to strengthen, and to protect them. 

A paste of sandal wood, and other fragrant drugs, is then lo be 
rubbed over the fore head, chest, and iippe; extremities. A prayer 
is offered up to God, and gifts presented to tlie Brahmins. 

The Umbrella protects the person from rain, wind, and dust ; it 
diminishes perspiration, protects him from the influence of dew, 
retains the colour of the skin and eyes, and promotes health. A 
stick protects the person against beasts, and it prevents fatigue. 

h. The Native Houses are well adapted for the climate, being 
raised from the ground by prepared earth ; with wliich the walls are 
likewise formed, and a thick thatch covers it, and extends beyond 
the walls so as to form a protection from the heavy rains. They are 
usually well ventilated in consequence of a space being loft between 
the wsdls, and the thatch. These houses are divided into apartments 
to suit the convenience of the family, and the mud walls and thatched 
roof keeps them in an equable temperature, ’n consequence of the 
unsettled state of many parts of the country, the houses of a family 
or tribe are usually baiit in tlie form of a square, or a series of 
squares, for their mutual protection. The open central qiace is 
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nsitally kept clean, and is covered above, in days of festivity, when 
the prescribed ceremonies are performed to their tutelar Gods, 
pTaced in a separate house on the north side of the square. In some 
parts of the country their houses are made of sun-burnt or fire- 
burnt bricks, and the houses are often two, or more stories high. 
In many parts of the country the houses or villages are fortified 
to protect them from wild beasts, and from their enemies. 

i. Diet The Hindu medical writers usually commence the cure 
of a disease by arranging the diet that is to be followed by the sick 
^rson. So much do the Hindu Physicians rely upon diet that they 
declare that most diseases may be cured by following carefully, 
dietetic rules * ; and if a patient does not attend to his diet, a 
hundred good medicines will not remove the disease. The general- 
ity of diseases being supposed to be produced by derangement of the 
humours, if one or more are morbidly increased in quantity, their 
indications of cure are commenced by promoting the just balance 
of the elements and humours, by a judicious choice of aliments, and 
by such means as assist the vital principle on the completion of 
the assimilation. On this account they have not only been careful 
in describing the regimen, but also the food and drink for the 
different seasons, and even the vessels in which they should be 
kept. 

Food gives strength, and colour to the body, and the essential part 
of life {ojas). It also supports the heat of the body, increases and 
diminishes the humours, retains these in their equilibrium j keeps tlie 
person happy, the senses active, and the memory ^tentive, while 
it supports life, and promotes longevity. 

The different articles of food which are employed to nourish 
the body will be considered under the head of general remarks on 
food derived from the vegetable, and animal kingdoms ; with a few 
remarks on condiments ; under which will be considered articles 
derived from the mineral kingdom, including water and medicinal 
liquids. The form in which food is taken into the body will vary its 
effects upon the system ; but some articles of food are always whole- 
some, even from birth to old age ; as water, milk, rice, ghee, &c. 
A second kind is always dangerous to health as fire, escharotics, and 
poisons ; the one burning the part, the second destroying it, and 
the third killing the individual. 


* Or as Baglivi expresses the same opinion, as the heading of one 
of his chapters ** de ciborum delcctii, live de methodo curandi niorl)Os 
ciuamplures per opportunum ciborum genus, sine ope reiiiedioruui. 

Op. omnia, T. 11 p. 530. 
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Some substances are injurious to the system when mixed and 
prepared io a particular manner, when they become like poison : 
Thus pumpkins, mushrooms, bamboo-shoots, plumbs, dried vegeta- 
bles, unleavened bread, goats or sheeps. flesh, pigs flesh, salt, spirits, 
when eaten, or drank with milk, resemble poison. Sometimes 
articles of food act on the humours favounibly or unfavourably, ac- 
cording to the state of tlie body. One article will be good for deran- 
ged air, and another bad for deranged bile, &c. Again the state of the 
article will modify its effects. Red rice, which grows in the cold sea- 
son, wheat, barley, and other grain of the same kind are good, and pre- 
serve health ; whereas rice which has sprouted, mdsh kal&y (Phaseolus 
radiatus), fat, honey, milk, jagree, when eaten with the flesh of do- 
mestic or amphibious animals, or with fish, are so bad as to resemble 
poison. Milk with honey, and vegetables in general should not be 
used together. Pepper and a kind of v^etable called kakam&chi 
are notto be used ; as also honey, and hot water. When animal 
food is to be used, the bile is to be carefliHy evacuated, or it will 
derange the person’s health. 

Butter-milk, with honey, ghee, a variety of fishes, and the flesh 
of deer, are^not to be eaten together ; fish and milk, or its prepara- 
tions, or fish and sugar, and its preparations ; hogs-flesh prepared 
with honey, are to be avoided ; plantains with buttermilk, curdled 
milk, or milk with sour fruits, before or after eating, are improper. 
Pigeons fried with mustard oil ; honey mixed with rain water, and 
kept in brass pots for ten days, should be avoided. These remarks 
are particularly applicable to boys and strong persons, and those 
who take violent exercise. 

2nd. Food may act unfavourably by the quantity which is taken. 
Thus honey and ghee, oil and marrow, or honey and water, oil and 
ghee, or fat, are bad when eaten in large and equal proportions. 

3rd. The following mixtures of articles possessing certain tastes 
are improper, as sweet and sour articles, sweet and salt, sweet and 
pungent, sweet and bitter substances, or bitter and salt articles. 
Such mixtures should therefore he carefully avoided j as th^ form 
bad chyle, and thus the appetite &c. is deranged. Such mixtures, 
however, will not injure the health of the young and strong, those 
who live in a pure air and take much exercise ; and those ac- 
customed to their use, by whom they may be eaten in small quantities 
with impunity. But in ordinary circumstances, when their bad 
effects are felt, recourse must he had to the use of emetics and 
purgatives, and such medicines as have a tendency to equalize the 
humours. The article of food which are wholesome from mixture, 
and preparation ; are those which derange air, and diminish bile. The 

M 2 
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opposite articles of food which moderate air, and derange bil^ are 
unwholesome. By improper mixtures wholesome articles of food 
may become as poisons. But the kind of food to be used most be 
varied according to the age, habits^ and seasons as well as to the 
individual’s idiosyncrasy. 

There are four forms in which food may be taken— one 
kind is taken without being chewed as drinks (pita) ; another is 
lapped (Ifrh^) ; another sucked (chdshya) ; and another kind of food 
is chewed (kalita). 

According to Charaka there are six varieties of food. 

1 . Soft food (bhojya) as rice, &c. 

Soft sweetmeats (bhakhya). 

S, Hard food (charbya), that requires chewing to prepare it 
for digiistion. 

4. Drinks (Peya). 

Liquids that are lapped (lehya). 

b. Food that is suck^ (Chdshya), such as mangoes^, sugar- 

Lo(Ki and medicines are also divided into six different classes, 
according to their effects on the senses. These are into sweet, acid, 
i)itter, pungent, and astringent. These tastes are however, 
hy disease. 

Sweet articles of ft^od increase the semen, the milk, and the 
Ifi ; wliile they improve the eyesight, asthma, worms, and affections 
of tlu* tliroat. They also increase phlegm, the strength of the tissues, 
JO id humours ; retain the body in hefdth, and promote longevity. 
I'hcsf? substances arc? good for the soul, and cooling for the body. 
They cure dorangeineiits in air and bile, promote appetite, and 
arc useful in correcting the effects of poison. 

/>. Acid articles of fotnl promote appetite are cooling before and 
heating after eating. They are agreeable to the taste, promote diges- 
tion, and increase bile and phlegm. They increase the blood, and 
restore irregularities and derangements in the air, bil^ and phlegm. 
When they have been often taken they produce weakness, and 
emaciation of the body, and sometimes they produce blindness 
(nyctalopia). Acids act quickly, and produce itching, irruptions over 
the body, a palor of the skin, and a swelling of the body, with 
thirst, fever, and boils. 

c. Salt articles ci food relax the bowels, promote digestion, 
and increase appetite. They also promote perspiration, remove 
derangements of the air, bile, phlegm, and blood ; produce a glossi- 
ness of the surftice of the body, diminii^ or cure apbrodisia, are 
cooling, and heal sores. 1%ey are, however, bad for the eyes ; and 
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if long continued, they derange the humours ; the skin becomes 
covert with irregularities upon its surface, followed by leprosy, 
weakness, and by symptoms produced by poisons having been taken 
(visarpa). 

d. Bitter food is not pleasant to the taste, but is dry, and light 
to the stomach ; increases bile and air, and produces diymess, heat, 
and diseased milk. If taken before eating it improves the appe- 
tite, removes wonns, thirst, poison, leprosy, epilepsy, nausea, heat 
of the body, and fever. It corrects too much bile, and phlegm. 
It also improves the flesh, fat, marrow, urine, and dejections ; in- 
creases memory, is cooling, and is good for the palate and throat. 
But if always eaten it has a bad effect, deranging the hiunours, 
and producing diseases of air. 

c. Pungent articles of food are of a dryii^ nature, increasing 
the appetite and milk, and diminishing thirst and fever. They cure 
diseases of phlegm, diseases of the throat and head, itchiness, and 
internal pain. But if eaten for some time in ooasiderable quantities 
they produce thirst, weakness, shaking, pain over the body, and 
derange the spleen. 

/. Astringent articles of food are cooling, and cure diseases of the 
bile and phlegm. They increase air, particularly flatulence, they clear 
the blood and flesh, and are heavy to the stomach. They produce 
costiveness, and stop diarrhsea, and thicken the dejections ; they re- 
move diseases of the skin, and heal wounds and sores. But if taken 
for some time they produce costiveness, a swelling of the abdomen, 
thirst, and weakness, and retard the circulation of fluids in the 
body. 

For ensuring good digestion the patient’s passions must be 
regulated. He must sleep at night in a protected room ; must 
use warm water to bathe with, and take bodily exercise. Such 
observances are considered to be most necessary to health. 

I. Articles of food derived from the Vegetable Kingdom, 

There are seven parts of vegetables employed for food. * These 
are the leaves, flowers, fruits, wood, branches, roots, and mushrooms, 
^h^ are more easily digested in the above order, which is followed 
in the Hindu medical works. 1 prefer the order in which the dif- 
ferent articles came into use as the food of man. 

Fruits, The form and size of fruits would soon fix the attention 
of mankind, and with the culmiferous and leguminous vegetables 
would form the primordial food of man. In Hindustan there are 
a *great variety ed indigenous specimens of these articles of food. 
The fidkfwing are the principal 
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Knglish. 

Scientific* 

Scmtcrit. 

Pomegranate, 

Punica Granatum, 

Darima. 

Myrobiilan, 

Phyllaiithus emblica. 

Amalak&. 

Custard apple, 

Annona squamosa, 

Sleshmdtaka, or at&. 

Plumbs, 

Prunus, 

Badari. 

Apples, 

Pyrus, 

Simbftik^. 

Quince, 

Pyrus Cydonia, 

Tahar. 

Wood <npple, 

Feronia Elephantum, 

Knpittha. 

Leuion, 

Citrus acida. 

Matulunga. 

Mango, 

M Mangifera, 

Amra. 

Hog plumb, 

Terminaiia Chebula, 

Ilaritakf. 


^IVult t?ee^ J Artocarpus Lacucha, (Rox,) Lakucha. 


Kurindu 

Carissa Carandas, 

Karamarda. 

Guava, 

Psidium pyrifenim. 

Parabata. 

Tamarinds, 

Tamarindus Indica, 

Amlika. 

Rose apple. 

Eugenia, Jamborosa 

Jambdl. 

Jack fruit. 

. j Artocarpus Integri- 
{ folia, 

Kanthaphal or 
Kantal. 

Pine apple, 

Bromelia Ananas, 

Shatanetra. 

Palms* 


Cocoanut, 

(Cocos Nucifera ;) 

Narikela. 

Date tree. 

Phcenix dactylifc^ra, 

KarjGra. 

Fan Palm, 

• r Borassus flabeleifor- | 

' Tala. 

1 mis. J 


Pamplemus, Plantain, &c., &c. 



The following varieties of oranges, lemons, citrons, &c., are indi- 
genous to Hindustan, and were well known to the Greeks and 
Romans. They increase bile, improve the appetite, and cure dys- 
pepsia. 

There are several varieties of oranges (Kamala), but they are not 
distinguished by different names. 

There are different sorts of Lemons, (Nimbu,) such as Limpaka, 
K%nji, Ndrangi, Batabi, Kamala, &c. 

Dtnpes , — Tliese fruits are of the genus Amygdalus, &c. 

J^iuies, — Apricot, Prunus Armenaica 5 Cherry, P. Cerasus &c. 


Cticarbilaceous fruits or Gourds* 


Water Melon, 

Sweet Melon, 
Common Cucumber, 
Bottle Gourd, 
Pumpkin, 


Cucumis Melo. 
C. Momordica, 
C. Sativus, 

C. Lagenaria, 
C. Pepo, 


Kharbuj. 

Phuti. 

Sasha B. or Khira. H. 
Kadu. 

Kumra. B. 
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Squash Gourd, C. Melopepo, Saphari Kumra. 

Fig tree, C. Citrullus, Tarbdj. 

These fruits have from the earliest times constituted an impor- 
tant part in the diet of the Hindus. 

Vegetables, In general vegetables are not easily digested, as they 
increase air, bile, and phlegm, produce worms, and constipate the 
bowels. They are rendered more •wholesome when boiled and 
seasoned. If employed alone for food they derange the system, 
affecting particularly the colour of the skin and eyes, and diminish- 
ing semen, blood, and memory. 

The leaves of the chilu, hastakiy sunishannaka^ tanduliyd, and 
mandukapamty are considered the most wholesome kind of vegeta- 
bles. They are usually prepared by being boiled in water, fried 
in ghee, and then seasoned with salt. In some cases they are 
dressed with butter, and tonic compounds dtUed Ticta barga ; 
such as Prapunnara (a kind of Cassia), Somaraji (Senatula Anthel- 
mentica), Patola (Tricosanthes dioecia), Varttikf, (Solanum melon- 
gela or the egg plant, &c. 

The Esculent rooLs are very numerous. The following are the 
chief varieties. The Arum Colocasia ; A. Marcr<n*hizon, and A. Pel- 
tatum 5 the roots of the different varieties of lotus (Nymphoea Lotus), 
&c. ^(ShaWk) Nelumbo (Padma) ; Yams (Dioscorea) ; Spanish 
potatoes (Convolvulus Batatas), beet root ; onion j garlick ; leeks \ 
white and red Carrots ; raddishes, &c. 

The generality of European pot and salad herbs are found indige- 
nous in Hindustan. The following are a few of these : — 

Cauliflower (Brassica), broccoli, parsley (apium petroselium), 
spinage (spinacea oleracea), common lettuce (Lactuca sativa). 
Garden cress (Lepidum sativum), endive (cichorium endivia), 
mustard (Sinapis nigra et alba), with many others. The properties 
of each of these are given in the Hindu medical works, with their 
effects on the diflerent humours, and on diseases. 

The Graminivorous seeds form a numerous class which afford 
the chief article of diet to a large proportion of the inhabitants 
of Asia. The principal varieties of corn and pulse were derived 
from Asia, and they are peculiarly fruitful in Hindustan, and 
fipom their hard consistence they may be kept in. a good state 
for long periods. Rice (oryza sativa) in the form of paddy, 
when covered with its husk, in a dry situation will keep for 
years perfectly fresh and good, and may be transported from one 
part of the country to another with great facility. A large popu- 
lation almost entirely live on this grain, of which there are numer- 
ous varieties. The sMli rice, when of a red colour, cures diseased 
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air, bile, aud pldegin ; cleans the eyes, increases the strength, 
semen, and uriiu*!, and removes thirst. Atapa, or Sun-dried rice^ in- 
creases tlie diseases of air, bile, and phlegm ; is heating, increases 
the perspiration, alvine evacuations and urine. It is considered indi- 
gestible, and weakens the body. When the plant has been trans- 
planted, the rice is rendered lighter, and more easily digested. 

New rice is heiivy, increases phlegm, gives an oleaginous ap- 
j>earance to the body, and promotes the secretion of semen. 

Old rice is pleasant to the taste, is dr^dng, improves the 
a})petitc and internal heat. It is light, and increases air. The rice 
of sixty days growth, which is produced in the rains, or in the 
months of August aud September, is considered as forming the most 
wholesome food ; and is called Shashtika, A small red rice, called 
liaktashaliy is considered wholesome ; aud the kind called Kan{)vka^ 
is considered good.* There are twenty other varieties, which are 
distiiiguislied by the size, and colour of the grain. 

Parched rice is iiiucii used, and is considered nourishing, increas- 
iiig appetite, and curing the diseasjes of j»hlegin. When the parched 
rice has been preserved uuhusked (khai) it is considered more whole- 
some, inrroasing appetite, removing thirst, vomiting, dysentery, and 
great fatness. It a^so removes the diseases of bile and phlegm.^ 
Rice-water, aud rice and milk, are also considered very whole- 
some. The particular qualities of each preparation are given at 
length hi the Hindu Medical writings. 

Wheat {godhuma) has been used, and has been an article of food 
from time immemorial in Ilindostaii. Several varieties are cultivated 
with suecess. It is considered nourishing ; increases the appetite, 
Hesh, and strength, and the seven humours, improves the general 
health, and increases the semen. It cures the diseases of air aud 
bile, and increases plilogm. 

Barley (Yava) is co^isidered nourishing. 

Sesamum seed (Til) is now principally used as a condiment. 
lj*guvnnous Secds^ or PvJse, The list of these seeds is very 
long ; the following are some of them ; — 

Pea, mattar (Pisum Sativum,) ; Bean (vicia ) ; the different 
varieties of Dolichos, tlie black seeded (D. Lablab,) the D. Labea, 
the D. bidorus, or horn-grain, and the D. Catjang. The Pliaaeolus 
communis (common bean), and the P. inaxiraus ; P. nanus ; P. 
minima ; P. mungo, &c. The chick pea (ciccr ariotinum) ; the 
Cytisus (cajaii) ; the Frigonella (Tsenura Grseeuin) are i.iumeniied 
with many other excellent varieties of pulse. They should be eaten 
aflter bein^ well boiled, or in the form of porridge, or soup. 

Animal Feoef.«^lt is probatde that for many ages the use of 
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the flesh of aulnials tiras unknown, from the want of weapons and 
the strength and acti\ity of the animals ; but when this kind of food 
was brought into use, it seems to have been considered as a great 
luxury. Ill these ancient times, the chief of tJie household usually 
acted the parts of the butcher and cook. TJie flesh of animals was 
then considered as agreeable to the taste, increasing the bulk of 
the body, and the strength, and curing tlio diseases of air. It is also 
said to be heavy to the stomach, and wlien digested is sweet. The 
writers of the more ancient sliastrcs lived in a cool air, and were 
accustomed to an active life, which rccpiired the use of more animal 
food than is projior in Bengal. This was probably one reason of 
the superiority of the ancient Brahmins over tiicir more degenerate 
descendents ; who are sniall in stature, and incapable of those 
mental and corporeal exertions which raise a people in the rank 
of nations. Tlie indigestible nature of the flesh of some of the 
animals of the country, with their lundoan habits, rendered them 
objects of disgust. Pork, oven in Europe, is sometimes unwholesome, 
producing diarrhsea, griping and vomiting, and- sometimes resem- 
bling the effects of the most violent poisons. The flesh of this and 
other animals is not so digestible as in move temperate climates, 
where their food is of a superior quality. The want of exercise and 
food during the greater part of the year, renders the flesli of such 
animals peculiarly unwholesome ; and seems to have induced the 
Hindu Legislators to inculcate the transmigration of souls. Such 
an opinion must at once Irave prevented tlie general use of 
animal food. It was most i>robabl^ introiluccd into Greece by 
Pytliagoras. 

It is stated that, during the three first Yugas, cow’s and bufluloe's 
flesh were used for food. Its prohibition is thus accounted for : — A 
prophet had a favourite cow killed by his scholai’s during his absence. 
On his return he was much displeased, and directed that, in future, 
should a Hindu use the flesh of the cow during the kali yuga he 
should loose caste. Another legend states that a prophet, in perform- 
ing a religious ceremony which requin d the offering of cow’s flesh, 
with gur, honey, and oil, used such jiowerful prayers that the cow 
rose up out of the sacrificial fire. It was, however, found that a 
part of the animal was wanting ; on enquiry the Bralimin’s wife 
confessed that she had taken a part of the sacrifice to eat it. On pro- 
ducing it, two v^etables were found growing from it (the Lashun, 
garlic ; and Pylij, onion)* The flesh thus recovered was put up on 
the cow, and it adhered and completed the animal, wliieh was, in 
consequence, directed not again to be eaten. Cow’a flesh is said to 
cure the diseases of bile, sores in the nostrils accompanied with 
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want of taste, and prevents relapses in fever. The flesh of calves 
cures tlie diseases of air, and increases phlegm. Besides the flesh 
of cows and buffklows, deers, hares, hogs, goats, and sheep were 
used by the ancient Hindus as food. The flesh of animals are 
digestible in the following order, the first being the least so ; the 
pig, tiger, cow and deer. 

Flesh boiled with oil is hervy, increases bile, and is heating. 
Dried flesh removes fatigue, is of use in diminishing bile, in curing 
the diseases of phlegm, and sores in the body. 

The flesh of domestic animals was not given to the sick as it 
was consideied heating. On this account the flesh of wild animals 
was substituted, as they were supposed to be more whole- 
sonu', such as deer, of wild fowls, &c ; the fat in these cases 
being carefully removed. Animal fat and marrow were sup- 
posed to cure diseases of air, and increase the diseases of blood, 
bile, and cough. Broths were made of the flesh of these ani- 
mals, and given to invalids ; they cured old fevers and in- 
creased strength, improved the voice and eyesight, increased the 
strength and semen, and cured boils. They strengthen the joints, 
and promote their cure when wounded. If given with rice, broths 
cure old fevers, strengthen the individual, while they lighten the 
heart, and cure the diseases of bile. The Hindus are directed, 
at the same time, to abstain from hard and indigestible food, such 
as curds, milk, oil, jagree, with various kinds of pulse and 
leguminous plants. 

A}tmal Secretions. — Milk is heavy, cooling, and sweet, gives 
a shining appearance to the skin, strengthens, fattens, and increases 
semen ; it cures the diseases of air, bile, and phlegm. Goafs Milk is 
sweet and cooling ; it is binding, promotes the internal heat ; cures 
ractapitta (Ha morrage) and diseases of air, bile, phlegm, and blood ; 
as Goats cat many medicinal plants, drink little water, and are very 
active. Sheep^s Milk is sweet and heavy, and increases phlegn* and 
bile. Buffaloes milk is drying and heating, but cures swelling of the 
abdomen, and diseases of air and phlegm. Mare's milk is saltish, 
sweet, and light. Woman's milk strengthens the soul, increases flesh, 
and the consistence of the circulating fluids : it should only be 
drunk fresli, Cow*s Milk is pleasant, and very wholesome. It is 
cooling, sweet, promotes semen, cures diseases of air, blood, and bile, 
and promotes memory^ strength, and longevity. Early in the morn- 
ing this milk is heavy, and constipating. It is not good when the 
cow is nea * calving, or when there is no calf ; the best milk being 
when the calf and mother are of the same colour, particularly when 
of a white or of a black colour, with erect horns \ and when the cow 
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lias eaten the leaves of the sugar-cane. Milk that has been kept a 
day is heavy, and constipates ; and fresh milk increases the secretion 
of phlegm from the nose. When boiled and drunk warm, it cures 
diseases of phlegm and air ; when allowed to cool, it cures the 
diseases of bile. The milks of goats and asses are not so wholesome 
as that of the cow. They should not be drunk fresh ; and salt may 
be added or the milk may be boildd. 

2. Curdled Milk is formed by adding a little sour milk, or dal, to 
milk which has been boiled and cooled. It should be allowed 
to stand for a night before being used. It is cooling, increases 
the internal heat, and is useful in the cure of agues, diarrhsea, 
dyspepsia, and strangury ; it increases the phlegm, and the secretion 
of semen. 

3. Butter^Milk (Ghol) is made by stirring about curdled milk, 
until butter is obtained ; or this is produced in the ordinary way. 
It is good for persons who have take poison, who are labouring 
under diarrhaea, dyspepsia, vomiting, strangury, jaundice, piles, 
spleen, or ague. It diminishes fat, phlegm and air. Fresh Butter 
is sweet and nourishing ; it is cool, agreeable, diminishes bile and 
air, and promotes the secretion of semen. It cures consumption, 
chronic cough, asthma, ulcers, piles, and tetanus. It increases 
strength, and is good for children. Ghee is made by boiling butter 
for a few minutes to dissipate the watery part, when it may be kept for 
a long time. It is sweet, and softens parts. It is useful in madness, 
epilepsy, and ague. It diminishes air and bile, and improves 
the appetite, memory, and the beauty of the body. It also pro- 
motes longevity, and preserves the eyesight. Gli* e which has 
been kept ten years and upwards is called old ghee, which 
is said to cure sudden blindness (timira), morbid discharges from 
the nose, eyes and mouth ; difficulty in breathing, fainting, 
lepros}", and epilepsy ; diseases of the vagina, pains in tlie ears, eyes, 
and head ; old fevers, carbuncle, and diseases of air, bile, and 
phlegm. 

Flesh of Birds, Their general properties are, that they cure the 
diseases of air, bile, and phlegm ; improve the colour of the skin ; are 
slightly heavy, and sweet ; increase the semen, memory, and appetite ; 
and give consistency to the alvine evacuations. The principal 
of these are partridge ; jungle-cock ; common cock ; peacock ; pi- 
geons ; water-wagtail ; taylor-bird ; duck ; paddy-bird &c. 

The flesh of animals and birds is not good the second day, 
when they are tainted. Such as liave been drowned, or killed with 
an arrow, as this may have been poisoned, are digested with 
difficulty, and produce diseases, particularly of air, bile, and phlegm. 

V 2 
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The upjier (atlaitted) part of the male, apd the lower (sacral) part 
of the female are the heaviest. The flesh of female quadrupeds, 
and male birds, is the lightest. The flesh of large animals which 
work much, and eat little, is heavy, in the following order : head, 
shoulders, spleen, skin, liver, fore-feet, and hind-feet, tail, testicles, 
abdomen, and urinary organs. The humours are heavy in the 
following order : — blood, flesh, fat, bones, marrow, and semen. 

Such I3irds as live on flowers are thin, and increase the bulk of 
the body ; such as live on fish, increase bile ; and such as eat rice, 
remove the diseases of air. 

Flesh should be eaten the same day it has been killed ; rice shonld 
be prepared lapidly, and a man shovild live with a wife, use 

nfllk, ghee, and boiled water which has been allowed to cool, as they 
promote health and strength. The opposite articles have a con- 
trary effect on the health ; as putrid flesh, exposure to the morning 
sun, now curdled milk, sleeping in the morning, &c. 

Fish produces a shining appearance of the body, is slightly heating, 
and sweet ; and increases the air, urine, and alvine secretions. When 
white, fish increases the strength, phlegm, and bile ; it is of advan- 
tage to health when the person labours under diseases of air, 
when used by wrestlers, by those accustomed to violent exercise, and 
those who are tired. Black and small fish are light, and constipate. 
They increase the appetite and strength, cure air, and are of 
use during convalescence. White fish increases «air, bile, and 
phlegm, gives a shining aj)pearance to the skin, is digested with 
difficulty, and produces a laxative effect upon the bov^els. Fish 
roes are pleasant and increase air, phlegm, and semen, diminish 
the appetite, and produce a bitter state of the stomach. 

Fish when boiled is heavy, and cures the diseases of air ; it in- 
creases the strength, removes fatigue, enlarges the muscles, and im- 
proves vision. Dried fish constipates, and weakens the body, and is 
digested with difficulty ; when roasted, fish is heavy, increases the 
semen, flesh, and strength. In such cases fish should be prepared 
with oil. These properties of fish are increased and modified, 
by mixing them w»th other articles of food, as with the leaves 
of certain trees, pumpkins &c. Rui is the best of all fish, 
and others in the following order ; bekti, chital, shol, garai 
jheoya ilish,* baiil, gagar&, garka, balsguni, chenga, kai, patl, 
te{i, chund, chanda calsa, d^Iinkond, chiugri. Turtles were used, 
and were stated to cure diseases of air, to increase strength, semen, 
and memory, and to improve the eyesight. 

The Allowing are supposed to be the proportionate nutritive 
qualities of certain articles of food - 
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Rice is eight times lighter than cakes. 

Milk ,, ,, flesh. ,, 

Flesh „ „ oil. „ 

Sugar, Saccharum Officinarum, has been known in the east 
from the earliest antiquity ; it is the sweet cane of Scripture 
“brought from a far country,” and offered up by tlie Jews among 
other sacrifices to Jehovah (Isa. xly. are 24. ; Jer. vi.20.) The fresh 
juice is cooling, increases semen and urine, is pleasant, increases, 
strength, and cures the derangement of air ; it improves the dejec- 
tions, and diseases of blood and bile, is sweet, gives a shining appear- 
ance to the skin, increases happiness and flesh, and is heating. 

After the juice has been exposed to the air for some time, it is 
heavy to tlie stomach, is heating, cures derangements of the air and 
phlegm, and increa*»es the shining appearance of the skin. Gur or 
the inspissated juice, is sweet and pleasant to the taste, and gives 
strength, and a shining appearance to the skio. These qualities are 
improved by keeping, when it removes derangements of the air and 
bile, and purifies the blood. It is heavy to tfee s’toinaeh, increases 
semen, purifies the urine, increases the strength and flesh, and 
produces intestinal worms. Sugar is of use in diseases of the blood 
and bile, in fainting, vomiting, and thirst. 

Oils — There are numerous plants wdiich furnish a large supply of 
oil from their seed, which is extensively employed by the Hindus 
for the puq^ose of unction, for their subsistence, and as an oflbring 
to their Gods. Besides the oils extracted from the different palms, 
and the m^dhura, (Anise) it is obtained from the almond (Pistacha 
vera, or Pistachio nut) ; sesamum indicum ; sinapis alba et nigra, or 
mustard oil ; S. Oricutale, the til oil ; Ricinus or Palma Christi, the 
Ram Tila of the Hindus, and the Huts-elli of the Mussulmans, &c. i. e. 
castor-oil ; the tillee, or linseed oil ; curumbo oil ; and Coringa oil. 
Other oils are also used in medicine, but they possess the same qua- 
lities as the seeds from which they are extracted. On tliis account 
they are used for the same diseases. V^etable oils are bitter and 
sweet, and are good for the skin, and alleviate all diseases. Oil is 
heating, when taken internally ; it increases the diseases produced 
by bile, and constipates the bowels, and lessens urine. 

Liquids . — These may be considered under the heads of water, 
and medicinal drinks. 

Water — The Hindus were very careful about their drinking 
water, and ascribed the appearance of many diseases to bad water. 
Pure water has no taste and is considered as cooling, relaxing 
th^ body, and improving the senses, and the genml health. 
They considered the water of wells, or natural springs in the aandy 
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beds of rivers, as the most wholesome, as they promote digestion and 
strength ; the river and fountain water at the bottom of high 
hills, was considered less wholesome 5 and the most unhealthy was 
considered to be the water from brooks, and the stagnant water 
of tanks, and reservoirs : this water was supposed to produce 
indigestion, obstructions, and lethargy, with a predisposition to 
fever. 

Eain PFater, when preserved in a clean vessel, was supposed to 
cure the diseases of air, bile, and phlegm, and improve the health. 
It keeps the mouth clean, and improves the state of the tongue, teeth, 
and memory. It was considered to be heavier during the rains than 
in the cold, and hot weather. Hail-water was considered peculiarly 
wholesome. 

Water was supposed io be improved by boiling, and its effects 
were varied according to the quantify dissipated by evaporation. 
Water which has been boiled and drunk cold cures air, bile, and 
phlegm, also cough, fever, and constipation. It remove^* great 
fatness, and increases the internal fire. 

Water mixed with the other elements produces six tastes, or 
sweet, sour, salt, pungent, bitter, and astringent. When the food 
contains a large proportion of water and earth, they produce a sweet 
state of the stomach. The sweet, sour, and salt articles, diminish 
air ; the sweet, bitter, and astringent, diminish bile ; and the pun- 
gent, bitter, 'uid astringent, diminish phlegm. 

Medicinal Drinks , — The usual drink for the sick, is water in 
wliich a little of the infusion of cinnamon and cassia has been mixed. 
By others the drink is varied with the nature of the disease. When 
air is deranged, water in which the infusion of such medicines as cure 
this class of diseases, as long or black pepper, sugar, &c. is to be ad- 
ded. When bile is deranged, pure water is either given, or its cooling 
qualities are increased by the addition of the infusion of ushira, 
or kaskas ; gandhatrina, a fragrant grass ; Sugar-cane, Ikhyu ; kusha, 
a kind of sacred grass &c. \\ hen phlegm is deranged, the infusion 

of cinnamon, black or long pepper, cloves is to be added. 

In fever, produced by derangement of air, bilr, and phlegm, the 
fresh juice of the kau, a kind of grass, is recommended instead of 
water. 

In hemoptysis (Rakta Pitta), the fresh juice of the Kashanda 
(pumpkin) and pomegranate are the best additions to the drinks. 
In cases of swelling, or Dropsy y an infusion of dry raddisli (mhlaka), 
ginger, soot, &c., are to be used. In Leprosy the infusion of catechu 
(khadira) is to be used, with the infusion of black pepper, and sugar 
candy. 
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Condiments, In weak digestion, water mixed with camphor, or in- 
fused in native mint (Fading) is to be used. Beetlenut, camphor, 
cloves, long pepper, pepper, dry ginger, and other spices are mixed 
with slacked lime, surrounded with the leaves of pan, and chewed as 
a condiment. It cleans the throat and voice, promotes digestion, 
keeps the breath sweet, improves the senses, and gi^'es an agree- 
able appearance to the person. It increases semen, and should be 
used after vomiting, bathing, and slee])ing. The Hindus also use 
as condiments, nutmeg, cloves, cardamuin seeds, cinnamon, tur- 
merick, mustard, sandal-wood, debdani wood, ginger, black, 
and long pepper, capsicum, coriander seed, aniseed, assafoj- 
tida &c. 

Wines. Within the first year after the debarkation of Noah from 
the Ark, he made wine from the grapes of Mount Ararat (Gen. ix). 
The vine also thrives well in the northern parts of Hindustan, but 
not in Bengal. It is only in the northern parts of Hindustan that the 
grape is sometimes converted into wine, from flie fermentation 
being too quick, and from the heat and moisture of the lower pro- 
vinces. The grape is considered cooling and aperient, by the 
native practitioners. All wines are moderately strong, and are 
divided into sweet, and sour. They all increase bile, and dimi- 
nish phlegm, and air. They are also tonic, stimulating, in- 
creasing the acuteness of the senses and appetite, and promoting 
digestion and Jiealth, when properly used. There were different 
kinds of wines used by the ancient Hindus, which received dif- 
ferent names according to the fruits, flowers, and other substances 
from widen they were derived. The wine which was made from 
the grape was called Siddha ; from raisins ^kismis)wr/r^/nt77ia ; from 
the flowers of the Bassia latifolia, madhwaka ; from jagery or gur, 
goura or surd. 

In the Veda shastras the use of wines and sjdrits are forbidden ; but 
in the Tantra they are allowed, and the worsldi)pers of Shiva indulge 
in their use. 

When digestion has been completed, the state of the stomach wdll 
depenii on the qualities of the food or medicine which has been 
taken. When bitter and astringent articles of food or medicine have 
been eaten, they produce a bitter state of the stomach ; sour food 
produces a sweetness after digestion ; and sweet and salt food pro- 
duce sweet eructations from the stomach. 

During the rains, light and stomachic food with 'rs should be 
preferred, while liquids and oils are not to be used too freely ; the 
drinking water should be boiled, and drunk with a little honey. In 
cloudy days exercise is not to be taken in the open air ; the bedroom 
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should be warmed with fires, and all persons sliould sleep upon a 
charp^y, during the night. In Autumn (sfaarat) bitter and sweet arti«* 
cles of food are to be preferred, and light and dean water is to be 
used freely for drink. Exci'cise is to be taken in the evening ; and 
deranged bile is to be cured by bleeding or purging. Sherbets and 
spirituous liquids, especially such as relieve the increased secretion 
of bile, are be used. 

In winter (Shisliiru) saline, bitter, pungent, and warm articles, 
prepared with ghee and oil, are to be taken for food. Meat is to be 
used, and the drink wanned, and accompanied with spirituous 
liquors. The warm bath aud frictions with oil are to be used, and 
exercise taken in the morning. 

In spring (Vasanta) sour, sweet, oily, ^ and saline articles are to 
be used. The drinking water is to be boiled, and spirituous 
liquors are to be mixed with it, to diminish the mcreased phlegm. 
The warm bath, and foot exercise are also to be u|ed. 

Daring the hot season (Grishina), sour, pungent, and strong warm 
substances are to be avoided, and rice, barley, and curries of light 
vegetables are to be used. Food possessing warm qualities is to be 
avoided, and the breakfast should consist of cooling fruits and 
sherbets. The Cold bath is to be used, and thin light dresses are to 
be worn. The surface o^ the body is to be smeared with cooling 
aromatic applications, cool water should be used for drink, and 
sleep is to be allowed during the day. 

The highest classes of Brahmins, as officiating priests, attend 
rigidly to the performance of religious ceremonies, and generally 
bathe in the morning at sunrise. After perfonniiig the ceremonies 
of their guardian Deity, they take for breakfast small sweet cakes, 
or a handful of moistened rice, at 10 or 11 o’clock ; as they must 
always purify their body by washing, before eating. Th^ dine 
on boiled rice, peas, and vegetables, and some of them lusve 
fish curry at 1 or 2 P.M. * 

From eight to eleven o’clock, supper is prepared, and consists of 
the same food as at dinner. The middling and liigher classes mix 
a small quantity of milk and ghee with what they eat at dinner and 
sapper. 

In some houses instead of boiled rice at night, unlevened flour- 
cakes are eaten, with a little ghee spread over it. They are often 
eaten with vegetable curries or boiled peas, or with the flesh of kids, 

* The months of October, April, and January are considered holy, 
when not^ only the priests, but many others, who are di^sirous ''*f an easy 
entraiice into heaven, repair to the river side to bathe, immediately before 
sun rise, and to perform the moroing ceremonies. 
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pigeons^ and otiber birds. These are often eaten with butter by the 
rich. Shop-keepers eat late, and sleep for an hour or two after mid- 
day. Their drinks consist of plain water and sugar-candy, or sugar 
and water, to which lime-juice is sometimes added. 

The principal precepts with regard to personal duties are — ^use 
boiled water for drink, sleep all night in a cool, dry and elevated 
situation, and take exercise ; wash the eyes with cold water, which 
will keep them cool, clean, and diminish heat ; and anoint and 
keep the body clean by frequent bathing. Rest after labour will 
increase strength, prevent fatigue, and promote the freshness of 
the body. 

The diet of the sick is to be regulated by the nature of the sick- 
ness, the constitution and strength of the Individual, and the 
situation, period, state of the appetite, &c. 

k, Sleep, « Early to bed and early to rise,’’ Is one of the old and 
most approved maxims of the Hindus ; which indeed is peculiarly 
applicable in a hot enervating climate like Bengjul, where the night 
air is so pernicious, and the mornings so cool and healthy. The Hin- 
dus sleep on a pretty large mat, with a small azed pillow for the 
head, generally upon the plain ground, or upon a charpay. The mat 
is to be soft and clean, and not circular; the head is to be turned 
towards the east, or rising of the sua ; or south, towards Yama^ 
where the person goes after death, and where is the residence of the 
gods. Cyare is taKou not to turn tlie feet towards their father or 
mother, or superiors. To have refreshing sleep, the mind of the 
person should be tranquil and contented. This will also be pro- 
moted by music, and rocking ; by anointirig the body with oil ; by 
the use of the bath ; by eating new rice, milk, ghee, and the like ; 
by sherbuts and spirits, and such articles as improve the health ; 
by sleeping upon a large mat, in a comfortable house, and at the 
accustomed time. Sleep keeps the humours in a healthy state, im- 
pro^’es the colour of the skin, the health, appetite, and strength. 

Watching increases air, dries the body, and diminishes cough and 
fat, and retards the action of poison. Sleeping during the in- 
cieases cough and fat, and should be avoided in those in whom phlegm 
is increased^ and during the spring, in the rains and winter mon^ 
Btc, It may be indulged in during the hot season, when the habit 
has been acquired and when the air is deranged. 

The Hindus generally rise at 6 o’clock in the morning ; but be- 
fore getting up in the morning and going to sleep, tliey repeat 
eerUun prayers. The person next proceeds to perform the duties 
of tiftture^ and then washes his face, mouth, 8cc, They brush their 
teeth with a amall fresh branch of a bitter tree or plant ; aftarw aids 
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they change their night-clothe8» and go to their business. The 
smoking of tobacco is used morning and night» at bed time, and after 
dinner and tiffin. It should be smoked slowly by means of a long 
tube. 


CHAPTER 11. 

Materia Medica. 

s 

The following remarks on Materia Medica will be arranged under 
the heads: 1st, general remarks on simple Medicines ; and 2nd, 
regarding the most common preparations and uses of Medicine. 


Section I. 

General remarhs on Simple Medicines, 

The Hindu medical writers have recorded many observations on 
the properties and choice of medicines, the situations in which they 
are to be found, the time at wliicli they possess their peculiar pro- 
perties in the highest degree, and the manner of preparing and pre- 
serving them. These medicines are very numerous ; but from the 
few and indistinct remarks which are recorded of some of them, 
they cannot always be identified. 

The following remarks wuH be arranged under the heads of the 
vegetable, animal, and mineral kingdoms. A list of the principal 
medicines will be given in the next Chapter, arranged according 
to their effects. 

A. Simple Medicines from the Vegetable Khtgdom, The belief 
of there being a remedy for each disease, led the Brahmins to 
make a very careful examination of the vegetable kingdom ; and a 
large number of Medicines were discovered, some of wdiich were 
very powerful. The success wiiieli followed tlie eiiiployment of 
these remedies in the cure of diseases was invariably supposed to 
rest on individual sanctity, and the divine pleasure which imparts 
it. Hence the great difficulty of obtaining information ; as it is be- 
lieved that if such secrets are revealed to others, the medicine loses 
Its effects, not only in the iiands of the person to whom its qualities 
have be^i^ rey^ealed, but also of the person who had known them be- 
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fere. It is from such sdfish motives that the properties ofmanj 
valuable medicines have been lost. There are nine such secrets 
which should not be revealed to any one : — these are the age of a 
person ; his wealth ; family occurrences ; his bad actions ; or those 
which reflect shame, or dishonour upon him ; his intercourse with 
his wife ; his prayers to his tutelar gods ; his charities ; and the 
virtues of nostrums the ingredients of which are known to him. 

The simple vegetable medicines are procured from the bark, 
roots, leaves, flowers, fruit, seeds, juices, gums, and wood of plants. 
These medicines are arranged in the following order : — 

1. B&nspdti, or those trees which contain fruits without flowers. 

2. Vrikshya^ thoi^e which contain both flowers and fruit. 

8. Viruiy creepers with flowers in clusters. 

4. Oshadhi, those plants which die after the ft]^ening of their fruit, 
as rice, 8pc. 

The eflect of medicines from the vegetable ldii!|gdom will vary with 
the period at which the medicine is gathered, 4«^ordiug as the air is 
agitated with wind or not, as it is in the sun or Ihiide, as taken during 
the day or night, during the cold or hot weath^, during dry or rainy 
weather, and also according to the interval b4t#een the time when 
the medicine is gathered and that when it is used. 

Medicines from this kingdom should not be pit>cured either from 
the jungly, or from a country covered with water ; neither from 
a dry and sandy ground, nor from one tliat is unequal or has 
many holes, stones, or broken vessels upon it. Situations in any 
way destroyed by insects, or in which white ants have their nests, as 
these are suppos^ to remove the strength oi the eartli, or where water 
drops from a choppered roof, where bodies have been burnt or 
buried, where persons have died, or sacred situations are not 
proper places for raising medicinal plants. Soils iu which there 
is much salt are also unfavourable for the growth of medicines ; and 
plants that grow at unseasonable times, or when very old, and those 
which water forms, or insects have injured are to be thrown away. 

Tbesoilmostfavourablefor thegrowth ofmedicincsisofasoft black, 
yellow, or red colour ; is equal, or heavy ; is situated near water, 
and where trees grow luxuriantly, and the grain is moist and glisten* 
ivtg: in such situations the soil has its proper quality of taste. Those 
of water are found where the place is sweet, and the plants glistening, 
llie qualities fire are greatest, when the soil lias several coloai% 
end vdiere the earth Is light, the trees small and growing at a die* 
titteeftom eadi oUier, and ediere the young leaves of grass, asdiey 
liilMdiroii^llweartl^areofml%ht ydl^ The qualities of 
air pre do mi na te in dry ^aees, of agrayish eobur, like the •Htift of 
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wood. In such situations the earth is light, the trees are few, 
small, dry, and have holes in them, with little juice. The qua- 
lities of ether (ak^sb) are in excess in such situations as are of a green- 
ish colour, are soft in the centre and equal, with many holes. The 
water in such situations is without taste, and the mountains and 
trees are large. 

The rays of the sun and moon produce the colour, 8cc., of plants. 
Thus the yellow colour of trees is produced by the sun, and such me- 
dicine should be gathered during the hot period of the day. Emetics 
are to be gathered at such times, from soils possessing the qualities of 
ether and air. The moon produces the white and cold plants, which 
should be gathered during the cold season, when the qualities of 
these plants will be most energetic. They will then be sweet, moist 
like oil, and cold like water. Purgatives are thus to be gathered in 
a soil possessing the qualities of taste and smell. 

The physician should observe the lucky days and hours, and the 
most favourable period of tlie moon’s age, in order to ensure the 
cure of the disease. The Stars which are predominant on parti- 
cular days are to be observed, particularly those which occur on 
odd days. Medicines which are to be exhibited internally, are 
to be taken for the first time on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. 
They are also to observe the most favourable period of the moon’s 
age, and that fortunate stars are in the ascendant *. 

Before a medicinal plant is gathered in tlic morning, a prayer 
should be said by the person witli his face to the north. Tlie follow- 
ing is such a prayer, which is siip]}osed to remove any d evils which 
may be biding near. 

♦O God! if any devil be lurking here — begone! whether it be 
Vetal, PishaCha, Rakshas, or Shri sarpa (the devil of serpents).’ 
As the shrub is being guthen'd, the person is to say : ‘ O, shrub ! 
ns Bnimlui, Indra, and Vishnu plucked you, for the same reason 
I now remove you.’ 

B. Simple Medicines derived from the Animal Kingdom, 

These are skin, hair, nails, blood, flesh, bones, fat, marrow, bile, 
milk and dejections. Those medicines should be obtained from heal- 
thy animals, which are neither very old nor very young. The urine 
and other dejections should be obtained from the female. 

a, Skin^ nails, and hair, are used for fumigations in intermittent 
fevers, &c. 

♦ There are twenty-seven Stars, rnc of which presides over each day 
of the week. 
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b. Blood, When there has been a great loss of blood, it is some- 
times exhibited internally. 

e, FUsh is mixed with oily and other medicines, and vegetables ; 
and is given in weakness, phthisis, and in nen ous diseases. 

d. Bones, The ashes of bones, mixed with other medicines, are 
exhibited in nervous diseases and those of children. They are also 
used to fumigate. 

e. Fat is used principally externally, as in the form of oint- 
ment, &c. 

f. Marrow is used externally in the form of ointment, and inter- 
nally in cases of weakness. 

g. Bile is considered a stimulant, and is used in fever ; also as 
an external application, as to the eye. 

h. Milk is one of the principal articles of food. It is used in 
combination with decoctions, and given internally in diseases of 
children, and for nervous diseases. It is often used with oil as an 
external application. 

t. Urine is pungent and slightly bitterish and saltish to the taste. 
It is slightly laxative and cures diseases of phlegm, air, worms ; 
and diseases produced from poison : it is also of use in leprosy, and 
in dropsical swellings, jaundice, and dyspepsia. Cow’s urine is gene- 
rally prefen’ed. 

k. Dung, The moisture contained in cow’s dung is used in in- 
flammation, and in discolouring of tlie skin. It is also given inter- 
nally, and prepared with otlier medicines. 


C. Simple Medicines derived from the Mineral Kingdom, 

These consist of metals, ( Dhdtu) and inferior minerals ( Upadhdtu), 

Of Salts {Lavana\ Saindhava is the best form of Rock-salt. 

There are four kinds of kshdra^ 1 Java, (salt-petre) 2 Sarjikd 
(natron) 3 Paksham (Bitloben) 4 Tankana (Borax). 

I. To Yavaksliar, add S..jimati (natron or alkali) and Sohaga 
(borax), &c. 

Sdmndrmn, or common sea-salt, is less powerful than the black 
salt (billaban). It is stomachic, and cures air and indigestion. 

Sarv.ikshar or Sachal, (an impure soda) is used in spleen (gulmo), 
cholic (shill), and dyspepsia. There are other salts, such as Vamaka, 
Udhada, &c. ; but their qualities are the same as above. 

Salt increases appetite ; produces diseases of th*e blood and bile. 
It cures gulma, piles, dysentery and stone. , 

Metals (dhdtu ), — Iron and tin were the only metals used inter- 
nally by the llindu Physicians ; but in the more modern works 
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the other metals are described, and were probably introdaced into 
Hindustan two or three hundred years ago, probably for mercenary 
purposes ; as the Physician, before the recovery of his patient, only 
eceived his recompeiice for the medicine he prescribed. 

The metals now used in medicine are as follows : — Quicksilver^ 
gold, silver, copper, iron, lead and zinc. 

1. Mercury (Siitam, Rasa or Parade.) 

Quicksilver is found in Thibet ; in the form of cinnabar, and in its 
native state in Nepal. 

Shiv declared to Durga that, if prop*erly prepared, quicksilver will 
cure all diseases, even should they be of a fatal nature. Quicksilver 
is used either in its metallic state, or reduced so as to lose its 
peculiar properties. In both forms it is useful for the cure of 
diseases. 

Quicksilver is often in an impure state, as when it is milted with 
blacklead, stone, poison, tin, or other impurities of the same kind ; 
another bad quality is when it resembles fire, and when it disperses 
in different directions. Good quicksilver is of a slight blueish 
colour, like water internally and externally, and bright like the sun 
at mid-day. It is also good when it has a brownish, or whitish 
colour i but if it has a mottled appearance it is not good. 

To purify quicksilver from lead ; mix it with rice-water and expose 
the mixture to fire, which will remove its bad ingredients. To purify 
quicksilver from tin ; mix it with the powder of Vishal (Cucumis 
colocyntliis) and Ankotha (Alangium hexapetalum), and then expose 
the mixture to fire. To remove the other impurities, add the juice of 
Cassia fistula. To purify quicksilver wheii it separates into globules ; 
mix it with the juice of datura and lime, and then expose it to 
heat. To destroy the poisonous qualities of quicksilver mix the three 
kinds of Myrobalan, and then expose it to heat. It is thus fit 
for use. 

Quicksilver is the semen of Shiv ; and being difficult to prepare, 
the practitioner is first to pray to Vishnu, &c., on a lucky day ; and 
agreeable presents are to be made to virgins, and families of Brah* 
mins before the process is commenced. The following prayer is then 
to be offered up to Shiv. 

* 0 Ugra(wrathful one!) I salute you ! and OUgra, I pay my rever- 
ence ! Goraksha, Ishwaro, Sarva, Shiva and Bhadra ; I salute your 
different forms ; and ask your gracious assistance in rendering this 
medicine succeseShL* The quantity of mercury to be {nrepared 
should not be less than one pak; and some say when c^ • 
small quantity can be obtained, prepare two toUs. 

To purify mercury so as to render it fit for bmng used as medi- 
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cine, take of turmerick, brick-dust, suet, the juice of lemons 
(or congee, if limes are not procurable), and the wool of sheep, of each 
one chhatak, and mix it with one ser of quicksilver. The mixture 
is to be well rubbed in a mortar, for one day, and wash the product 
carefully with water. 

Another means of purifying mercury is to place it in a bag which 
is then to be immersed in congee, and exposed to heat. This 
is called a dolajaiitra. By this means the quicksilver is comjdetely 
purified. See fig 1 . 

Another way of purifying mercury is by sublimation. The appa- 
ratus is called U rddUwajiatunajantru ; and is used in this man- 
ner. Take vermilion and the juice of lemons ; dry it in the sun and 
then sublime. It is then to be rubbed with more of the lime, 
or the juice of the Paribhadra (the cor.il tree or Erythrina fulgens) 
and niinba (Melia azadirachta). They are to bo mixed fjr three hours 
and again sublimed. See fig 2. 

Quicksilver is also purified by evaporation, by means of Vaka- 
jantra or retort of this fonn. See fig 3. 

Before quicksilver is mixed with sulphur the followitig prayer is 
to be oftered up. ‘O Shiv, may you so order that this preparation may 
be so made as to enable it co cure all diseases.' When such pray- 
er is ottered up with faith, by a holy Brahmin, it vdll be granted. 
Then mix six parts of sulphur with one of quicksilver, put it in a 
crucible of this form (fig 4 with its opening properly luted, place 
this in a sand bath, which is fornieJ in this manner — (see fig. 5)a'id 
apply heat slowly. W’hen the mixture is completed, take the crucible 
ott* the fire and break it ; the contents may tlien be used for medicine. 

There ar^^ four forms in which quicksilver is used in medicine ; 
the black, white, yellow and red forms. 

The black kind is Ibrmed by dissolving equal parts of sulphur and 
quicksilver over the fire, when the residue will assume this colour 
wh^ch is the most common form in which mercury is used in practice. 

To form whl'e mercury (hydrargyrum precipitatum album). Take 
of Borax, lioney, lac, and the wool of sheep ; mix, and add the juice 
of theBhririgaraja (Verbesena scandens) ; then add sulpliur, and mix 
for one day ; after whicli cxjwse it to the heat of a sand bath until it 
is reduced to ashes. It will be white like pure camphor, and will re- 
semble the corrosive sublimate. Another kind of white mercury is 
made by mixing turmerick, brick-dust, suet, amalaki, (phyllaathua 

^ The cniciiile is made ly mixing two psrts of the ashes of paddy, one 
of the ciirth of white aiilM, uiie |>iut of iron citider<4, one part of white 
stone («4«fied iiiiii) Hiidbiie part ofhair ; mix with goiifs milk, tind l>eat 
half a day. 'I'he cruciLlc is then to be formed, aud dried in the sun or 
fire, fbr use. 
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emblica or emblic myrobalan) boirtf, (beleric in 3 rroba 1 an}aiid harftakt. 

rayrobalan) chftd (treacle), congee, and the juice of the 
ghritakumarf, or Indian aloes, mix for one day, and then add half 
tha weight of prepared sulphur. 

Another form is made with rock salt, blue vitriol, sulphur, cMk, 
alum and quicksilver in equal quantities ; mix the whole with the 
juice of the lemon. This is to be put in an earthen vessel over 
which another is to be placed and the juncture luted (Seefig 6). 
The mixture is then to be exposed for a day to the action of 
fire, when tlie mercury will lie white and prepared for use. 

The use of the white form of mercury is very important. It cures 
rheumatism, and the eighty diseases of air, as well as the diseases of 
bile and phi egm. Should it afiect tlie gums, a gargle of curdled milk 
should be employed. This preparation of mercury will also be found 
useful in shul, (colic,) fistula in uno, in diseases of the eye, in 
diseases of tl«c arms, and in general debility ; as it increases 
strength, appetite, and the general colour of the body. 

The yellotu preparations of mercury are made in the following 
manner. Mix equal parts of sulphur, quicksilver, and the sundu 
plant and myrobalan. Dry the mixture and put it in a sand bath, 
and apply heat for twenty-four hours. When properly prepared 
it has a yellow colour. This preparation increases the jq'petite, and 
cures dropsy and dyspepsia. 

Red Factitious cinnabar or red sulplmret of mercur}% when 
in powder vermilion (Hingula) is prepared as follows ; mix one 
pala of sulphur, and one pound of black lead with the juice of the 
ghritakuinan ; place it in a clean vessel, put a lute or coating of 
mud and cloth, or a mixture of lime and chalk over it. It is to be 
exposed in a sand bath for three days, when it will be found of a red 
colour. 

It cures all diseases, oven of the fatal kind. It removes weak- 
ness, improves the appetite and memory, diminishes fut, and cures 
leprosy. It requires to be given a proper menstruum and mixed 
with otlier medicines. The dose is then one ganja. 

Another form of mercury is prepared by mixing the black pre- 
paration ill an iron spoon. Add a little ghee, and then expose 
it to heat. When melted throw it into a leaf of the plantain. 

It is then called Pasnparjiati or cake mercury and is very useful hi 
dropsy, chronic dysentery, and as an alterative. 

2nd. Gold, Tills, as well as the other metals, is first to be 
reduced bv beating to small thin plates. These are to be exposed 
to a red heat, and in this state cooled separately in oil, curdled milk, 
cow’s urine, congee, and a decoction of kulattUa (a kind of pea). This 
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metal is then considered as prepared for use. Spme only quench 
the iiot metal in the above liquids three times. It is aim recom* 
mended that metals should be cooled twelve times in a mixture 
of the juice of the leaves of the tuk and tikanda trees, with brim- 
stone. In other cases three parts of the metal .are mixed with 
one of quicksilver and exposed to^heat. Other mixtiu^s are recom- 
mended by difibrent authors for oxidhsing the metal. 

The preparations of g. u are considered as most valuable 
medicines, curing nearly all diseases, even thorn in which other 
medicines have been used without any good result. The general 
effect of these preparations is to increase memory, and restore 
the vigour of manhood. 

The usual manner of preparing gold for uie is to mix 16 times 
the quantity of the gold plates to one of leadi . lemon juice 

and ghrita4!umdri^ or Indian aloes. They are to be rubbed together, 
expo^ to heat, and made into boluses of the jaiual size. Or take of 
the mass of gold plates, mix with quicksilver end sulphur, add a lit- 
tle water, or the juice of ghrHacuin&Ay make itinto a large mass ; put 
it in an earthern pot with a mouth well secured, surround the vessel 
with a mixture of clay and cow-dung, and expose it to the sun to dry. 
It is thus to be exposed to the fire twelve different times, until it is 
reduced to powder. Some practitioners mix lead, sulphur, and 
quicksilver. together with the gold, and the mixture is then prepared 
as above. The oxide of gold thus prepared is often mixed with 
other metals ; and is considered a valuable medicine in chronic dis- 
eases, in intermittent fevers, in gonorrhoea, i^nd in diseases of the 
spleen. It is considered an excellent tonic, improving vision, reducing 
the bulk of the body, and is good for consumption, and pregnant wo- 
men and children. It is useful in diseases of air, bile^ and phlegm. 

Silver. This metal is prepared by mixing two parts of it reduced 
to ffluall thin plates, with one of brimstone. These are to be well 
mixed, lemon juice is to be added, and the whole surround- 
ed by a mixture of cow-dung and clay, and exposed to a high heat 
in a furnace, in the same manner as that in which gold was stated 
to be prepared. This preparation is sour, cooling, and astringent ; 
and it cures deranged air, promotes appetite, strength, digestion, 
and the colour of the skin. It also lengthens life, and is of much use 
in all chronic diseases, as it purifies the body and the dejections. 

Capper. This metal is found in the north of India. It is puri- 
fied by boiling for three days with a strong heat, the small thin 
plates in cow*a urine The metal is then to be mixed witl^ two parts 
of brimstone and one part of rock-salt, to which the juice of the 



122 


Imon hai been added. The mixture ia then to be surrounded with 
a coating of cow’s dung and clay, and exposed to the fire of a fur- 
nace, when it is readj^for use. To prevent its producing vomiting 
and purging, put the mixture into a bulbous root called S^rana^ 
which has been hollowed out ; it is then to be covered with a mix- 
ture of dung and clay, and exposed to heat. 

The sulphuret of copper (TutakaJ is prepared by mixing two 
parts of the thin plates with one of sulphur. It is then to be ex- ^ 
posed to heat for two hours. The medicine will neither produce 
giddiness, vomiting nor purging. 

These preparations of copper are found useful in fevers, particu- 
larly the intermittent kinds, diarrhosa, spleen and diseases of the 
liver and blood. It is also, useful in leprosy, colic, piles and in- 
digestion*. 

Lead (sisaka). This metal is found in many parts of Hindus- 
tan and is prepared for use by mixing it with the juice of the Skanda^ 
tree. It should remain immersed for three days ; then wash the metal 
in water, and mix it with the juice of the leaves of the vasaka tree 
(Justicia ganderussa) and sulphur. Put it into an earthem vessel, 
and expose it to a high heat. It is tiien ready for use, and is re- 
commended in gonorrhcea, chronic diarrhcea, in leprosy and in ulcers. 

Tin (Trapu and Ranga). One part is to be mixed with the same 
quantity of sulphur, mix it with the milk of the arka tree (calotropis 
gigantea), and the dry bark of the Banian tree. Rub them together 
in a hot mortar for many days. 

It is then prepared for use, and is bitter and sour to the taste. 

It diminishes fat, the diseases of phlegm, is an Anthelmintic, 
and cures gonorrhoea and jaundice. It is to be avoided in dis- 
eases of air. 

Zincy and other metals are prepared in the same way as copper, 
and their effects upon the system are the same. 

Sulphuret of Anixnrnny (Rasanjana Sanvira) is generally ob- 
tained from Nepaul or Siam. It is prepared for use by placing 
it in lime water, and exposing it for several hours to the sun. It is 
exhibited in diseases of the eye, in the form of a oollyrium, mixed 
with the juice of the ripe pomegranate. It is applied to the edges 
of the eyelid to increase the brilliancy of the organ ; and it is 
also used as an emetic in the first stage of the fever, and in combi- 
nation with other medicines. 

ihwi (Lauha). is found in many parts of Hindustan in the* 


♦ This preparation is also used for strengthening the teeth, and for 
deanuig and improving their colour, 
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fiinn of oxide, in ochres, bog ores, and bther friable earthy substances. 
The two following ores are almost commonly used by the Hindus as 
medicines > 

Suiphate of Iron (kiCshfsha). This is prepared for use by mace- 
rating it in a decoction of leaves of hemp. It is bitter to the 
taste ; and is useful in epilepsy, in white leprosy, in diseases of theeyes, 
in diabetes, in amenorrhoea, and in phthisis. It is considered tonic, 
amenagogue, anthelmintic. An Iron Oxide called Samamanku f 
is prepared by mixing two parts with one part of rock-salt, and with 
lemon juice in an iron vessel. Apply heat, and rub it with an iron 
pestle, until it becomes of a fine red colour. It is then slightly 
bitter and sweet ; and is of use in gononlioea, in diseases of the 
urine^ in worms, and in various diseases ei the bile and phlegm. 
It is usually exhibited in combination with other medicines for 
improving the strength. 

There are also other varieties of iron. The Kanta (steel ?) is 
the best, and is prepared as follows : — The iron Is to be made into 
three small plates — exposed to heat, and qimnched in the juice of 
the plantain tree. Repeat this seven times : make a furnace by 
^ cubit in depth, and the same in circumference 

— ^fill it with live charcoal, mix the iron with half its weight of (Swind 
Maaker) the common Pyritic iron ore, mix them in the juice of the 
three Mirabuli — add one fourth of red arsenic (Manahshila), rub them 
together with sour congee— expose them to heat in the usual man- 
ner with a blast furnace, which is to be well covered ; remove the iron 
when in a red hot state, and quench it in a mixture of the three 
Mirabuli — ^beat on an anvil to separate the oxidized part. Again 
expose the iron as before so as to reduce all the iron to this oxide, 
which is used by rubbing it with cow’s urine ; make it into small 
boluses, put them in an earthen vessel, and expose the mixture to the 
heat of a fire of cow’s dung. Repeat this a number of times — from 10 
to 1000. — It should never be used unless prepared at least with 
an exposure to heat more than ten times, and it will be so much 
better if repeated a great many more times. In this state it does 
not sink in water, and there is no alterative so good as this. It is 
an excellent tonic, improves digestion and removes all diseases. 

When iron has been exposed for many years in the earth it is 
changed to a red colour, easily powdered. It is called monduloy and is 
used for the same diseases as the above preparations of iron. 

Arsenic, — The pellow sulphuretof Arsenic or peUow Orpimeni 
(Haritila) is brought to India from China and the Burman domi- 
nfons ; is purified by boiling it in the water of a kind of gonaro Kus- 
hondo i in lime water ; in oil ; and in sour congee, for two or three 
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haun itt each. This medicioe is also xmrified by mixing it with 
four parts of nitr^ and then subliming it This is done by placing 
it in an earthen pot i^lth another crrer it, and applying heat for a 
day and a night 

This is a very celebrated medicine m the blade leprosy, and in 
fever* It also improves the colour of the body. 

RedAnef^,otTtdOrjMi»e^ (Manahshila) is brought from Japan 
and is prepaid by macerating it in the juice of the Boke tree, 
or in the juice of the fireifo ginger. It is tonic, and is nsed for 
removing diseases of pldegm, for Asthma, &c. 

White oxide of Arsenic (Daarmach) is prepared by being macer« 
ated in the juice of the lemon, and then boiled in the juice of the 
plantain tree. It is used in doses of the fourteenth port of a grain, 
in conjunction with aromatics, to check obstinate intermittent levere^ 
in glandular and Iqirous affections, in the same way as the yellow 
Arsenic. 


Minerals (Upadhhtu). 

Theminerals which are employed in medicine are mica, diamond, 
precious stones, brimstone, ammonia, a particular sheU, and the 
fSragrant earth obtained from Surat. 

1. Mica (abhra) is first to be exposed to a high heat, and then 
thrown into the juice of the JusHcia Gandarussa^ rub them toge- 
ther, and expose the mixture to a high beat. This is to be repeated 
ten times ; when it is considered ready for use. It is reduced to 
powder, and is then sud to cure all diseases. As it increases the 
the secretion of semen it is used few caring impotency, lengthens 
life, and strengthens judgment. 

2. Diamond (hfraka, vigra) there are four varieties ; white, yel- 

low, red, and black. The first is said to resemble the hrabmun class, 
the second the kriiai triya ; and the other two the vaishya and the 
rirddra. The huge, soft, round, square, and bright, without inequa- 
lities or cracks, is considered masculine ; the small, hard, five an- 
gular, and cracked diamond is considered feminine, and the oblong 
and triangular kind is considered as neuter. The first is the best 
kind, it alone should be used in medicine. * 

It is prepared by bring covered with day and cowdung^ and 
mqmsed to heat for a day and a half. Soak it then in the urine of 
a horss^ expose it to h^ seven times, when it is considered pre- 
pared touse. 

Use. It lengthens life^ and improves the strength andscriour of 
the body ; and cures many diseases. 

Fre^mts S^mes (iiidoifcya)«»these ace pearls^ and corals. They 
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m prepared by mixing tbera with lanon juiee fer a day. Then 
boil them in a mixture of the juice of the three miiebull This is 
done by exposing them In a bag, covere#with a coating of clay 
and cow-dung— (See Ag. 6) and reduce the medicine for use. It 
is considered a good tonic, and cures many diseases. 

4. Sulphur (gandhaka) is prepared by mixing it with lim^ water, 
oil and congee^ and exposing it to heat, upon an iron vessel, for three 
hours. It is then ready for use as a medicine, and is adminis- 
tered in combination with other metals. 

5. Ammonia (nishaadul) is prepared by mixing it with lime 
water in a bag (golaaguntro) for several hours. It is used in pre- 
paring mercury, and some other medicines. It is not used by itself. 

6. A shell called (shankandbhi) is somelllnes used as a medi- 

cine, in combination with others. It is prepaMA by being macerated 
in lime-juice. , 

7. The fragrant earth obtained from GlfMt called Saurdshtra- 
mat( is prepared by macerating it in the ^dee of the lemon for 
several hours, and then drying it. It is of jhib in cases of chronic 
diarrhoea, and dysentxy. It is generally giveik In combination with 
other medicines. 


CHAPTER III. 

Pharmacy^ or the preparation of Medidnes, 

In this Chapter, the weights and measures, with the preparation, 
and forms, and doses of Medicine will be considered. 


Section I. 

Weights and Measures. 

Weights and measures were reduced to a more exact form by the 
celebrated Maadqpokoro, who is the author of the work named 
Paribhdsha which treats of this subject. Four of the particles 
of dust which are seen floating in the sun’s rays as it enters a dark 
room make one likshd;-**- 

6 Likdias are equal to 1 SontAo or Mustard^seed. 

6 Mustard-seeds make 1 Yava, or Bariey-com ; 

8 Baxiq^-corns makb 1 Giuya(orseedsof Abhisprecatorius.) 

8 Gmjasare equal to 1 Told. 



10 Gunja are eqnal to 1 Pranaka* 

4 Masa are equal to 1 Saanoo. 

2 Saanoos equal to 1 Tola or Wdght of a Rupee. 

2 Tolas „ 1 Karsha or Aksha. 

2 Karsha „ 1 Shukti. 

2 Shuktis or 8 Tolas equal to 1 Pal. 

2 Tolas* „ 1 Karsha or Aksha. 

2 Palae 1 Prasrita (handful.) 

4 Palas ,9 1 Kudava or ^ a Ser. 

8 Palas 2 Kudavas»»l Mansko or Sharava ora Ser. 

6 Palas 1 Prastha or 2 Sers. 

4 Prasthas „ 1 Patra or 8 Sers equal to 1 Adimka, and 

4 Adhaka make 2 Dronas equal to 1 Shurpa or 64 Sers 2 Shdrpas 
make 1 Ghonee or 128 Sers $ and 16 Chonies make 1 Kharee ; and 
100 Palas are equal to 1 Tola*. 

Some authors say that there are 5 Rattis in 1 Masha (Sursutoh) 
others that there are 8 or 10 Tolks in 1 Masha. In general Practice 

5 Ratis are equal to 1 Masha in making pills, extracts, and powders. 
In decoctions and infusions 10 Rattis are equal to 1 Masha, 8 
Masha are equal to 1 Tottah or 64 Jungahs, is equal to and 8 Tolas 
are equal to 1 Pala. These are the weights which are used for dry 
medicines. Several other varieties of weights are given in other 
books. 

Double the weight of moist medicines should be taken beyond 
the dose of diy articles ; until the weight exceeds a Khoorubo, 32 
tolas, or half a seer in weight, when the dose in both should be 
the same. Should the juice of the vegetables be very strong, half 
the dose of the dry medicine should be given. Lists of medicines 
are then given in the medical works, with the dose of each variety. 

The Fluid measure consists of a pot made of bamboo, wood, or 
iron, four fingers breath in depth, and one in circumference. It is 
called korobo or fluid measure. 

Before a medicine is. exhibited to a sick person, the physician 
should examine the state of the air, bile, and phlegm, the internal 
heat, the individual’s strength, the age of the person, the cause pro- 
ducing the disease, and lastly the ingredients of which the medicine 
is composed. He is next to note whether or not the intestines 
have been cleared out, and after the best consideration the medicine 
is then to be administered. 

* A ToU in the Sanscrit MSS. is equal to } Toll of the modern 
weights in Medical works. 
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Section II. 

Preparation and arrangement of Medicines, 

Pharmacy, or the preparation of Medicines, is treated of in four 
Books, stated to have been derived from the great God, Tshwara. 

The Hindu physicians participated largely in the error of em- 
ploying drugs, without examining sufficiently the properties of 
simple medicines, and their application in different diseases ; they 
supposed they augmented efficacy by multiplying ingredients, and 
have crowded their works with numerous compounds, without a 
consideration of the different ingredients. The exhibition of in- 
ternal remedies is generally made without a sufficient reference to 
the circumAances of the case, their comparative efficacy in parti- 
cular cures, and the stages and modifications of diseases in which 
they are employed. They often do not specify exactly the pro- 
portion of the ingredients, but a large number are used in equal 
proportions, although the dose is not always exactly specified. It 
will only be necessary to give a specimen of each preparation. 

These preparations are varied according to the peculiar purpose 
which they are intended to serve. These receipts are often care- 
fully retained, and handed down in families as useful remedies, not 
in extensive classes of diseases, but in many cases as certain cures 
for all sorts of diseases. It being supposed that the value of the 
simple medicines was increased, and their action rendered more 
salutary by a proper mixture, led the practitioners at an early 
period to investigate the nature of these substances, and to study 
chemistry. Thus they knew ttie stages of vinous and acetous fer- 
meutalions. They also used the Pharmaceutical forms of infu- 
sions, decoctions, extracts, mixtures, &c., which improved the 
‘ qualities of these medicines. 

All kinds of medicines are best recent, with the exception of 
honey, ghee, ginger, long-pepper, and belongo. These medicines 
should be kept some time before they are us?d as medicine. 
Fresh medicines should have their proper. smell, which they slowly 
lose, and when they are a year old they are to be thrown away. 
Plants obtained from the Himalaya mountains are the best, as the 
juice of such plants is usually the strongest. Cowherds, hun- 
ters, &c., may be employed to collect medicinal plants; but a 
Brfdimin should be preferred, particularly if he is poor, and ha < 
pertormed the necessary ablutions and prayers. 
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Medicines from the animal kingdom are to be taken for young 
subjects — ^and secretions, such as milk, urine, &c., are to be taken 
after the digestion of the food of the animal. 

The effect of these remedies is either to increase, diminish or 
cure deranged air, bile, and phlegm, or their diseases, or those of 
the essential parts of the body. The simple forms of medicines 
are sometimes applied externally, but when a medicine was disco- 
vered to possess some property it was usually combined with nu- 
merous other remedies of the same kind, in the hope of augment- 
ing the efficiency of the remedy by multiplying the ingredients. 
On this account the individual articles of the Materia Medica were 
rarely employed singly. 

Medicines should be prepared in a good house, and in a retired 
situation. If prepared in open situations, in boats, in bazars, and 
by the sides of roads, their qualities are liable to be injured by 
unfavourable influences. Should a bad woman, or one menstruat- 
ing, touch a medicine it will lose its qualities. Medicines given in 
too small doses will be like throwing a little water upon a large fire 
that rather increases than diminishes it. In like manner too large 
doses of medicine will increase the diseases, and will be liable to 
produce other diseases. 

There is no medicine with one quality, so there is no disease in 
which there is one humor alone affected ; medicines, should there- 
fore be mixed according to the state of the patient, the term, and 
the virulence of the disease. If a medicine consisting of one or 
two ingredients is not found useful, other ingredients should be 
mixed with it ; and in other cases some of the ingredients should 
be removed from the prescription. 


SacTioN Hi. 

Forms of Medicines, 

The qualities of the different medicines arc modified by exhibit- 
ing them in the Pharmaceutical forms of infusions, extracts, mix- 
tures, &c. These preparations are divided into medicines used 
externally, and those which are used intemdly. Of the fbrmer 
class are ointments composed of oil, ghee, or the filce, with the 
juice of the leaves ot tnses, &c. The iaieitiai preparations we 
formed 6f various ingreilimts, and are adhmiistered without any 
referenee to the ciromiistaiiees of their administratbn, fibeif bm- 



parative efficacy and proportions, or tlic stages and iiiodilications oi* 
diseases in which they are to be employed. Some of the sim- 
ple medicines arc very powerful, and iheir action is too little 
known. 

Internal medicines arc usually given in the form of 1. J’owders, 
(^chfirna) ; ‘2. Fresh juices (sttu/rn^a) ; ih Pastes ; 4. Decoc- 

tions, &:c. {Lwdthiiy sh{ta)y and infusions {phdnfa) ; d. Extracts 
iphannita) \ Boasted medicines ; 7. Spirituous mix- 

tures {nrishia, dsnra and suni) ; S. Pills (nitif^d) ; 0. Electuaries 
{cirah'pa ) ; and 10. Ods (^tailo). 

1. — Ponders, Powders, or dry medicines, are often used instead 
of green herbs on account of their scarcity. 

For preparing such medicines, d y the NOgetalde in the sun or 
over the fire, powder it in a pestle and nioitar, imd clean tnc pow- 
der by passing it through a sieve. 

The usual dose of such powders is iVom One mdslrf to half a 
fold, and it is nsuaily administered v\itli waU‘r. 'i'iuy arc usually 
employed in diarrluca and dysentery, and as a purg/itive, emetic, 
\c. 

2. — 77/c fresh juice of Plants This is a fvcqucid form of exhi- 
biting medicines. The juice, is generally of lie lernes, and is pre- 
])iired by boiling and then straining. 

,*1 . — Paste .. Tlicse are made by grinding the nv'dieine between 
two stories. 

d. — Inftisions and DeeoctionSy .‘,r- Infusions are jirejiared by 
mixing one part of the medicine with foui jiarts of boiling water. 
They are to be infused four hours, and the water strained for 
use. 

Panitja, is a weaker fcrni of decoction, which is frcciueiitly ad- 
mimslercd to afford immediate relief, siudi as F'.iaranga luniya 
which is prepared in the following maimer : — 

Take of Mvstdy (Cyjierns rotiiudus,) 

ParputiLay (Oldenhuidia biJlora,) 

Chundanny 'Sandal wood,) 

KuskiiSy tCuscus grass,) 

BJidla Shunthi, (dry ginger,) 

of each an equal quantity. Two io/dA' of this to be mixed u ’. 
two sers of w\.tci' and boiled down to one scr ; dose, a (hh / 
occasionally. '*^bis is an excellent ilrink to check tliir-A. 

For decoctions take two to‘ iS of medicines to half a srr of 
water ; or one part to sixteen parts of water, and boil down to oiu* 
quarter; strain and take this quantity twice a day. Some rccom- 
mend eight parts of water to one of tlie medicine, which is u Ik 
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boiled down to one quarter. These decoctions are made fresh 
as required, and a little honey is usually added. Weak decoctions 
are prepared by adding two tokis to two sers of water, which is to 
be boiled to one half the quantity. This is to be taken several 
times a day. Sometimes medicinal powders are added to the de- 
coction. 

Pdnehann is another form of decoction. It is prepared by de- 
cocting two tokk of certain drugs in a pint of water, and reducing 
it to one quarter ; dose^ a ckhatdk twice a day in cases of fever, 
dysentery, &c. 

Prakapah is a form of decoction in which medicines arc added 
in powder, to increase the strength of the decoction. 

Sometimes the medicine is recommended to be prepared fof use 
by maceration (shitakwdf/ia) for a night in cold water. The water 
is then strained for use. 

The fresh juice of plants is considered the strongest form of 
medicine. The decoction is next, and those obtained by macera- 
tion and by infusion arc the weakest. 

3. — Extracts. Make a decoction of the medicine, mix it with 
jagry, boil until it becomes thick, or until a small portion when 
thrown into water does not mix for some time, nor swim in the 
water ; or when a piece of it sticks upon a board when thrown 
upon it. The extract is then prepared for use. Too much boiling 
should be avoided, as by this means the medicine loses its peculiar 
qualities. 

Bhdimna is made by reducing the medicine to powder and mix- 
ing it with a decoction of the same drug, and then exposing it, 
from time to time, to the inftucucc of the sun. 

G. — Roasting. These medicines {ire prepared by crushing them 
between two stones with the addition of water. When in a state 
of pulp, wrap them in the leaves of the blackberry, or Indian fig- 
tree, tie it tight with a string and cover it with a coating of clay 
an inch thick. It is theii to be exposed to the fire of cow-uuiig 
until the clay is red. It is thou ready for use, and may be exhi- 
bited in the form of powders or pills. 

7. — Spirituous Mixtures or Wines are often recommended by 
writers on medicine. 

8. — Pills. Pills are prepared in different ways ; some are made 
by rubbing the medicine between stones, others by macerating or 
grinding to powder, which is then to be mixed with water or 
syrup, and placed in an open place at night. Other pills are 
formed by boiling and allowing the mixture to stand in the air or 
In Uie sun, and then forming it into balls or pills, which are called 
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Modaka and Gvtikd. Each should weigh from one half to one 
qni^r of a told. There are different names and measures for pre- 
paring them according to the nature of the medicine, and the 
manner in which it is to be used. 

9. Electuaries, These preparations are made by boiling down 
the decoction of the medicine to one quarter, mix sugar with it, 
again boil for some minutes, and when it has arrived at the con- 
sistence of congealing quickly, on being removed from the fire, 
add the usual powders. 

Electuaries to he sucked {Lehya) . These medicines are made with 
syrups, powders and certain ocher medicines. They are very use- 
ful in curing dysentery, cough, hocmoptysis, &c. 

10. — Oils, Oils are usually prepared by miiing four times the 
quantity of milk, whey, cow’s urine, &c. ; then boil, and when tlie 
watery part is evaporated, certain fragrant medicines are added, 
and it is then strained through cloth. Theie oils arc used as 
external applications. Several such preparations of oils are used, 
as errhines. Considerable experience is required in boiling the oils, 
as if too little or too much boiled they will not produce the desired 
effect. 

Ghee is prepared in the same manner ; but without the addition 
of the odoriferous medicine. It does not produce froth as oil 
docs ; and it is known to be ready when the sediment which re- 
mains in the vessel is soft like wax, is easily twisted and does not 
burn with a noise when a small piece is thrown upon the fire. 

Oil, ghee, and jagry cannot be prepared in one day, as the dif- 
ferent ingredients will retain different qualities, and not possess 
the proper uniform quality. Medicines that contain oil, ghee, or 
jagry, extracts, and pills, become useless after a year. The quality of 
boiled ghee and jagry are daily improved by kee[>ing, whereas raw oil 
becomes rancid after two months. Fresh drugs lose tlieir properties 
after one year, some powders are weakened, or are rendered useless, 
after being kept for three months ; other medicines made from coral, 
pearl, ruby, shells, &c., will not lose their qualities in two years. 

These were the most ancient forms in which vegetable medicines 
were employed. In the course of time other preparations, and 
other forms of medicine, were added to those obtained from the 
vegetable kingdom, such as those from the mineral, and animal 
kingdoms. The latter class were usually applied externally uitli 
oil. When this class was used internally they were niixcil with 
ghee ; such as broths, or mixed with other medicines, &c. 
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SECTION I\'. 

Doses of Medicine, 

Iinnioiliately afti^r birth an aperient is to be given, as until the 
bowelb are affected the cl did will not be well. Such an infant to a 
inontli old is to get one rati of medicine in a moist state ; and 
formed with honey, milk, sugar, or ghee. One rati is to be added 
for eucli additional month ; until one year, the dose is to be given ; 
up to the IGth year one imishd is to be given for a dose, one addi- 
tional mtishd eacli year, and more is to be given atreording to the 
age, up to the 70th year. After this age the doses of medicine are 
to be diminished to those tit for a boy of sixteen. 

Aliove seven years, errbines are to be given ; above 1 2 years 
fumigations may be used. In tlic months of October, November, 
January and February, when the season is cold, medicines sbonld 
be given at noon ; in tiie four liot and moist months, May, June, 
August and September, medicines sliould be administered in the 
evening and niorniiig ; and in the rains (July and August), when the 
climate is temperate, medicines may be administered at any time. 

Medicines are not to be administered when the person is much 
frightened, after vomiting or purging, after eating, violent exercise 
or fe\er, when under the influence of great grief, and when he 
cannot sleep at night, when the food is not digested, when the 
body is very hot, and when affected with much thirst. 

Before administering any of the above Medicines, the practi- 
tioner must consider the state of tlie disease, the state of the 
internal fire and strength of the patient ; bis age, sex, Nrc. If too 
strong medicine is given for a slight disease, it will cure the dis- 
ease, hut vAill jiroducc another disease. If such a strong medicine 
is given to a weak person it will produce faintness and restless- 
ness ; in otlier cases it destroys life. If too small a quantity of 
medicine be given, it will produce no good effect . It is, therefetre, 
necessary to he careful to administer the proper dose of the medi- 
cine. In mild diseases give half a pint of the decoction for pro- 
<iucing llic jnirgative effect, -and one told the powder; of the 
paste two folds (that is one told of the present weight). 

In admiuistcniiig medicine, the practitioner should recollect that 
.1 weak medicine will not I'lrr a severe disease, as a large tire can- 
not be (jueiicbcvl by a few drops of water. In like manner strong 
inedUnc, vvbcu gi\(‘n to cure slight diseases, will produce other 
evils, as the root of tlie sun-plant will die when heavy siiowers of 



rain continually fall upon it. Consequently medicine should be 
administered according to the strength and age, to the stage and 
nature of the sickness, and to the kind of medicine as specified in 
the sh&stras. It is also very necessary in preparing medicine that 
the exact proportion of the different ingredients be observed ; for 
if more or less of any one of the ingredients be used than specified, 
it will have a tendency to increase rather than cure the disease. 

Should the sick person be strong, *and not too young, a whole dose 
of the medicine may be given. Thus, with such a person, when 
oil decoctions and the like are to be given, one jpala is the dose. 
To a moderately strong person three fourths of a dose are to be 
given, or 3 akslias or 6 tolas. Should tlie sick person be in a state 
of weak health, or be old, or an infant, lialf a dose should be given 
or five ratisy or one mdshd, whether it be made of oil, ghee, a decoc- 
tion, or any other medicine. Of electuaries and syrups one or two 
harshds may be given, according to circumstances. The dose is 
afterwards to be increased or diminished according to the circum- 
stances of the case, Such as the frequency and consistence of the 
dejections, &c. 


Section V. 

Administration of Medicines. 

The Hindus used either iron or stone mortars, warmed or cold. 
The hot mortar was prepared by exposing it to a fire made with 
the dry litter of goats and the husks of rice. The Pestle was 
made of iron or earthenware. It requires to be quite clean and of 
a sufficient size to hold by the hand. A prayer should always be 
said over the mortar before the medicines are mixed in it. 

The Hindus, like the other ancient nations, fell into the error of 
endeavouring to accomplish too much without examining suffici- 
ently the properties of simple remedies, and their application in 
different diseases. By thus supposing that they augmented the 
efficacy by multiplying the ingredients, they have been led to 
crowd their books with numerous unsuitable medicines. 

The Menstruum in which medicine is to he given is water, honey, 
sugar, &c. ; or such substances as speedily act on all t'le body. 
When Vdyu (air) is deranged, cooling and heating things arc to be 
mixed with the medicine ; for deranged phlegm, warm and dry 
things — ^and for deranged bile, sweet and cooling substances. 

In diseases of the chest, such as difficult breathing, cough, 
ulcers of the thorax, of the nose, affections of the voice, the above 
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menstruum^ are not proper ; as the medicines, such as expecto- 
rants, &c., must be taken frequently so as to keep up their ac- 
tion. 

The time for administering medicines is important, some requiring 
to be given before, others during, and a third kind after eating. 
The general opinion is that medicine should be taken on an 
empty stomach as it is then soon digested ; and like a drop of oil 
let fall upon water is taken into the system and diftused quickly 
over it. The following precepts should be recollected iu the ad- 
ministration of medicines : — 

1. In short and acute diseases the medicine is to be taken 
without food. 

2. The medicine may be taken in some cases with advantage 
before eating. 

3. One half of the medicine should be taken before, and ano- 
ther after food. 

4. By the old and weak the medicine should be taken with the 
food. 

.5. By others after the food. 

6. Another kind should be taken with a covering. 

7. When the disease is in the middle of the body, the medicine 
is to be taken between the two periods of eating. 

8. Another kind is to be taken with each morsel of food. 

9. Another kind is to be taken after each morsel of food. 

10. For asthma, cough, thirst, a vomiting medicine is to be 
administered frequently. 

In treating some diseases, rice is sometimes excluded ; and in 
other diseases, rice alone is allowed after the medicine — in other 
cases more rice than usual is to be taken ; in another form the rice 
is mixed with the medicine when the person is strong, with power- 
ful internal heat. Medicine should not be given after drinking 
water, after long fasting, nor in great weakness. 

When no liquid for drink is mentioned, water is intended; 
when no part of the vegetable is stated, the root is to used ; and 
when no time is stated, the medicine is intended to be taken in the 
morning. 

Before admmistering medicine the following prayer is to be 
offered up ; 

» Oh! Bramhfi! Daksha« Ashwini Kumfira*— Shm, Indra, 


1 of Brambk to whom he first gave the Ayurveda. 

2 The Physician of the gods. 



Prithivi/ Chandra,- Surya* — Oh ! Dhauwantari,-* Divyadasu, ' 
Kashi Nakula,’ and Sahadeva** — Oh! Va 3 ni,® Mala, and 
all sages and indigenous situations of medicines, and every kind 
of devil ! cure this disease : and Oh ! prophets, like Rasui/ahif, * * 
and Mriti which cure weakness and all diseases, may tlie present 
prove such : and Oh ! Vasuki, * ® endue this medicine witli the pro- 
perty of restoring health.” 

To the medicine the person says — “ You are Bramha and 
Vishnu, and like Shiva and Burgii, may you cure diseases ! May th« 
energy of the east (Tndra) and that of the south-east (Agni), 
south (Yama*®), of the north-west (Marut^-^), of the west \arii- 
na*®), of the north-west (Nairit), of the north (Ivuvcra ’ and 
of the south-east (Ishana) approach to bestow the <|unlities l\n 
the cure of diseases.” 

The patient must carefully avoid making faces when he lakes 
a medicine, as this is like Biainha and Shiva ; and it is sinlid so to 
ixt. As soon as the medicine is taken the vessel which contained 
it should he turned upside down. The patient fe then to wash hi'^ 
mouth and a little sweat moat is to he taken to remove the taste. 

When the medicine is digested, it productijs languor, heal, and 
weakness, giddiness and faintness, diminishes rmunory, iVc. It 
sometimes produces intoxication and thirst.” 

Care should always he taken, that a second medicine is uoi 

l Karth, 

Z The moon . 

3 The Sun, 

1 One of the first great Physicians aniont; iiioitah 
5 Ditto. 

() Ditto. 

/ Son of tlic I’hysician of heave i> 
s Ditto. 

9 Air. 

10 Fire. 

1 1 NVatcr of immortality. 

12 The great SCI pent and uulhot ot ft >iit'dudl uoiK 

l.l The judge of men after death. 

1 4 God of air, 

1.5 Of waters. 

16 God of wealth. 

17 A medicihe is known to be properly digested when it acU in iln 
usual manner, and appears hi the motions — while the hotly feolK roht 
and light, with appetite and thirst, and occasional hclching, when tlu' 
person is in good spirits and the senses arc acute. 



friveii until tlie tnie previously taken has been properly digested 
otherwise it will not cure the disease. 


!r»Ki;TK>N VI. 


Usea of Medicines. 

Charaka arranges simple iiicdieines under the following heads. 
They were Jill exhibited in the form of decoction : 

1. Jicanuja^ or that form which gives longevity. 

2. Vrihaaiya^ those which give strength, and corpulency to 
the body. 

3. Ks!nnaka}\ those which make the body thin. 

4. BechanhjUy those which produce a laxative effect. 

5. Sandnmyai sedatives. 

G. Dipaniya, stimulants, increasing the internal fire, appetite, 

&e. 

7. Fah'ya, tonics, or those which increase strength. 

8. Farmya, that improve the colour of the body. 

<J. Kautkya, expectorants, or those which clear the throat* 

10. Jlridijif, that give a good relish. 

11. TriptfyhiKf, those wliich diminish appetite. 

12. Arsliaghnu^ those which cure piles. 

13. Kiishthayhiia, those which cure leprosy. 

14. KandiighnOy which cure itchiness. 

13. Krimighna, anthelmintics. 

IG. ^Ishayh7ia, antidotes for poison. 

17. Sfa 7 iyajanan(f, which increase the secretion of milk. 

18. Siianyashodhana, which purify the milk. 

ir. Shukrajanana, which increase the secretion of semen. 

20. Shtikrashodhana, that purify the semen. 

21. Snehopdya^ that produce smoothness and softness of the 
skin. 

22. Swedopdya, which produce sweating. 

23. Fatnanopuya, emetics. 

24. Berasjanopdya, purgatives. 

25. Hasthdpatiapdyaj enemas of oil, giiee, &c. 

2G. Anuvdsanapdya, oily enemas. 

27. Jurahhirachana, errhines. 

28. Chardaniyrahana, those which stop vomiting. 



29. Trishndnigrahanay those which quench thirst, 

30. Hikkdnigranaha, those which cure hiccough, 

31. PuHshanigrahanay those which stop looseness. 

32. Mfitrakrichranxyay diuretics. 

33. KashaharUy those which cure cough. 

34. Shwdsaharay those which cure asthma. 

35. SotaharUy those which cur#" swelling or dropsy. 

3G. Juaraharay febrifuge remedies. 

37. Shrainakartty those which produce tranquillity of the hu- 
mors and remove fatigue. 

38. Ddhaprashamanay which diminish the burning of the body. 

39. Shiaprashamanay which stop shivering. 

40. Vdoodoprashamanay those which remove temporary swelling 
as urticaria. 

41. Angamarsha prashamanay that remove pain as rheumatism, 
&c. 

42. Skulaprashamanay which cure colicky pains. 

43. Shonitdsthdpanay that stop hemorrhage. 

44. Sangasthdpanay those which restore the senses. 

45. Bedandsthdpanay those which remove pains produced by 
external causes, as injuries, &c. 

Sushruta again divides medicines into two classes, the Sangsho- 
dhanuy or those which evacuate bad humors from the body, as 
purgatives and emetics , and Sangshamana those which diminish 
the exalted action of the humors and restore them to the healthy 
state. 

Medicines may be arranged according as they are supposed to 
cure air, bile or phlegm, or according to their action on certain 
organs. I shall now give a list of the principal simple remedies 
in each class, according to their supposed effects. 

The following are the principal simple medicines which arc 
employed for the cure of deranged air, phlegm, and bile : — 

1. List of Simple Medicines used for the Cure of deranged vdyUy 

{air,) 

Sanskrit, Scientific Names, ^c. 


1. 

Badard, 

Zizyphus jujuba or scandeiis. 

2. 

Ddru, 

Finns Devadaru. 

3. 

Ktishtha, 

Costu» speciosus. 

4. 

Haridrd, 

Turmerick. 

5. 

Faruna, 

Gapparis trifoliata. 

G. 

Mdsha, 

Phaseolus radiatus. 



7. 

(Masha Kalai t) 

(Dolichos pilosus 0 

s. 

Shrinydra, Bho^ 
japatray 

Betula Bhcorja. 

9. 

Bald, 

Sida cordifolio. 

10. 

(White) Bald, 


11. 

Ddsi, 

Barleria cccrulea. 

12. 

Knchchhura, 

Dolichos carpopogou. 

13. 

Shonaha, 

Bignonia luJica. 

14. 

Virataru, 

Penta)>tero Avjuna. 

15. 

Skana, 

Crotolaria juucea. 

16. 

Agnirnantha, 

Premna spiiiosa. 

17. 

Vatsddani, 

Menispermum glabruni. 

18. 

Eranda, 

Ricinus communis. 

19. 

Ashmabhed, 

Plectrautlms scult ellaroiti es . 

20. 

Shatamull, 

Asparagus racemosus. 

21. 

Punamava, 

Boerhavia diffusa v. alata. 

22. 

Fasuka, 

Asclepias gigaiitea. 

23. 

Vasira, 

Potlxos officinalis. 

24. 

Kdnchanaka, 

Michelia champaca. 

25. 

Vardhaka, 

Siphonanthus Indica. 

26. 

Kdrpdsi, 

Gossypium hirsutum. 

27. 

Brischtkdli, 

Tragia iuvolucrata. 

28. 

Paidra, 

Pterocarpus sautolinus. 

29. 

Badard, 

Mimosa octaudra. 

30. 

Yava, 

Hordeum hexastichon. 

31. 

Kola, 

Piper chuvya. 

32. 

Kiilattha, 

Dolichos bifiorus. 

33. 

Viddri, 

Iledysarum gaugeticum. 

34. 

Kuverdkshi, 

Bigiiouia suavc-olcns. 

2 

I. Simple Medicines used for the Cure of deranged Phlegm 

1. 

Kaliyaka, 

Curcuma xanthorrhiza. 

2. 

Aguru, 

Aquilaria agallocha. 

3. 

Tilaparni, 

Pterocarpus sautolinus. 

4. 

Kushtha, 

Costus spcciosus. 

5. 

llaridra. 

Turmerick. 

6. 

Shita, 

Marsilea quadrifolia. 

7. 

Shiva, 

Mimosa suma. 

8. 

Shatapushpa, 

Anethum sowa. 

9. 

Sarala, 

Films longifolia. 

10. 

Rdsna, 

Mimosa octaudra. 

11. 

PraMrjya, 

Cccsaipiiua bonducclla: 

12. 

UdaMfjya, 

Galedupa arborca. 
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13. 

Ingoodh 

The name of a plant commonly called Inguii. 

14. 

Suvarnat DhaMrOt Datura Metel. 

15. 

Kdkadunt, 

Cannabis sativn. 

16. 

Ldngalika, 

Gloriosa superba. 

17. 

Hastikama, 

The castor oil tree. 

18. 

Munjdtakay 

Munja grass. 

19. 

JAmajjaka, 

The root of the Andropogoii muricatiim. 

20. 

Frikati, 

Solanum nlelongena. 

21. 

Mushka, 

Cyperus rotundus ? 

22. 

Surasa, 

Vitex trifolia. 

23. 

Arakvadha, 

Cassia fistula. 

3. 

List of Simple Medicines used for the cure of deranged Bile, 

1. 

Chandana, 

Sirium myrtifolium. 

2. 

Kuchandana, 

Pterocarpus santolinns. 

3. 

llhrxteray 

A drug and perfume commonly called Bdla, 

4. 

Ushlra, 

Andropogon muricaturt. 

5. 

Manjishthfi, 

llubia manjith, Bengal madder. 

6. 

Payasya, 

Asclepias rosea. 

7. 

Fiddr{, 

Hedysarum gangetienm. 

8. 

Shatdvan, 

Asparagus raeemosus. 

9. 

Gundra, 

Saccharum snra. 

10. 

Shaivdla, 

Vallisneria octandra. 

11. 

Kaldra, 

Nymphaea lotus. 

12. 

Kumuda, 

Nymphsea esculenta. 

13. 

Utpala, 

Nymphaea cerulea. 

14. 

Kadali, 

Musa sapientum. 

15. 

Kandali, 

Banana or Plantain. 

16. 

JHrvd, 

Panicum dactylon. 

17. 

Mkrvd, 

Sanseviera zeylanica. 

18. 

Kakoloy 

Cocculus Indicus. 

19. 

Nyagrodhat 

Ficus Indica. 

20. 

Pom/chamida^ 

This is preparad by the mixture of five 


roots, the Bel, Premna longifoha, Cas- 
sia, Gmelina arborea, and the Trumpet- 
flower. 


Actions of Medicines, 

There are five principal actions of medicines; or diaphoretics^ 
eiMticSi purgativeSf (enematci) errkinest or stimulants, — Before any 
of these medicines are given, the body should be relaxed by rub- 
bing oil upon it externally* and giving some oleaginous mixture 
internally. 
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[. Diaphoretics , — There are four kinds of them ; — 

1 . — Tdpamedat or the application of heat. 

2. — Ushdstjoeday or the steam of hot water. 

3. — UpanahaswedUy or the application of certain warm poultices 
or plasters made of different medicines ; and, 

4. — Dravasweddy or fomentations with various decoctions. 

Of the medicines for relaxing the body ; ghee, oil, charbi, marrow, 
and s\ich like are to be used ; of these ghee is the best, as it is 
produced from milk, which is obtained from the cow. This milk 
first yields curdled milk, then Imtter, and with the assistance of 
fire ghee is produced. Nothing else can be obtained from ghee, so 
that it may be considered as pure. For diseases of the bile, ghee 
only is to be given ; of air, ghee and salt mixed : and for diseases 
of phlegm, ghee, long-pepper, pepper, dry ginger and nitre mixed 
together. A weak person with a bad memory and digestion, should 
use ghee to cure them. In certain cutaneous diseases, for open 
boils, and for worms, oil is useful, particularly when the phlegm is 
deranged. To fat people, particularly when the air is deranged, 
oil should first be given, particularly when the dejections are not 
natural. Lard (charbi) is most useful for diseases of the joints, 
bones and sensible parts. 

rersj)irction should not be promoted in the scrotum, throat, or eye. 

When air and phlegm are deranged in a place, or when only air 
or cough is deranged, perspiration alone is to be invited to such 
places. When air and phlegm are deranged, medicines that con- 
tain the qualities of coldness and heat, are to be used. When air 
is deranged, cooling medicines alone are to be used. 

Perspiration is not to be encouraged in very fat, very thin, or 
debilitated persons, when affected with diseases of the blood or air, 
when the diseases are incurable, in dysentery, or when the per- 
son is afflicted with large sores over the body (Kotha), Nor will 
perspiration be proper after poisons, or drinking ; when given to 
the blind, when the abdomen is swelled, or in Erysipelas (vistirpa), 
or Leprosy, or in a bad state of the blood. In such cases milk, 
ghee, curdled milk, and honey should be given after purgatives. 

It is improper to give diaphoretics wl . the body is burnt ; in 
diseases ot the anus, in grief or fear-proaucing diseases ; in pas- 
sions, ill hunger, in thirst, in weakness, in jaundice, in gonorrhoea, 
in hemoptysis, pulmonary consumption, dysentery, during the flow 
of the menses, or after taking much wine ; in pregnancy, particu- 
larly near its termination, in diseases of air, or in fatal diseases. 
When diaphoretics are used under such circumstances they will do 
hai*m, or their peculiar effects will not be produced. 
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In general, emetics are recommended when the stomach is sur- 
charged with phlegm, and purgatives when the intestines and bile 
are deranged. 

Emetics, After the oleaginous or relaxing remedies, and the 
exhibition of diaphoretics, the five varieties of the other remedies 
are to be used. The first of these are emetics. 

When the practitioner has decided on the necessity of giving 
an emetic, the preliminary relaxing medicines with honey and 
Sainphal (an impure kind of salt,) are to be exhibited. This is 
usually done the day before the exhibition of the emetic, more 
particularly when the strength and internal heat of the person are 
great. A quantity of whey, congee water or the like, should be 
taken, and the warm hand be applied frequently to the abdomen for 
an hour to soften it. 

The usual emetic is then to be given with the proper prayer. 
If it cannot be taken for the taste, in the usual way, it may be 
sucked through the stalk of a hollow reed, so that it may be throi^n 
down the throat. The emetic should be taken in the morning. The 
person is to place himself upon a stool, with his thigh parallel to 
the floor, and his head back, and sides supported by friends. He 
will first feel sick, then saliva will flow from his mouth, and tears 
and mucus from his eyes and nose, followed by vomiting. The 
vomiting will be promoted by thrusting a finger or the stalk of a 
lily down the throat. . The vomiting is to be encouraged until the 
stomach is completely emptied ; this is known not to be the case 
by the discharge of saliva, by the bad brcatli, and by the body 
being itchy. 

Emetics are to be used wlien the air is deranged. 

Among emetics, madana fruit is the best — ^and may be adminis- 
tered in the form of powder or decoction with honey and rock-salt. 

Emetics may be given in diseases of phlegm, infiammation or in- 
ternal abscesses, when the bile is deranged, &c. 

If the emetics do not act freel}^, use warm water internally mixed 
with long-pepper. 

The following oinetiot ard to be used when tlie phlegm is deranged. 

White mustard, rock-saflt, and long-pepper ; repeat the dose 
frequently until the desired effect is produced. There are various 
emetics which are exhibited in the form of powder or chocolate ; 
use warm water after these. The dose of the emetic should be 
varied with the strength of the individual. 

When an emetic has acted properly it first produces an evacua- 
tion of phlegm and bile without pain ; the breast, neck, and head 
feel clear, and the body light. The vomiting may be stopped by 
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cnnfling sweet smelling mixtures up the nostrils. One kind of emetic 
acts as a purgative, another restores irregularities of the humours 
(dhatu), and retains the body soft. 

Vomiting should not be excited in cases of sparks being seen, 
or sudden blindness, or great fatigue, in spleen, or in jaundice^ 
when the abdomen is swelled, for very fat or thin persons, for in- 
fants or for very old persons, particularly when afflicted with piles, 
sores or diarrhoea, in tetanus, for persons with hoarseness, with 
hemoptysis or after great losses of ^lood, nor for pregnant women. 
When emetics act as purgatives and/ not as emetics, in the same way 
as purgatives, when they produce enietic effects, they are unfa- 
vourable. The kind of emetic must be varied according as the air, 
bile, or phlegm is deranged ; and various diseases are supposed 
to be produced when the emetic effect is not produced, such as a bad 
mouth, foetid breath, &c. In such cases the person is not to eat, 
and the emetic must not be repeated that day. Should the vomit- 
ing be too severe, it will be repressed by anointing the body with 
ghee, by cold bathing, and by taking internally a decoction of 
rasins (kismis) with sugar and water, and other agreeable drinks. . 
In the afternoon, a warm bath is to be given, and light and 
nourishing food, such as ground pulse of different kinds with the 
broth of wild animals. An -aperient is then to be given to act on 
the bowels,* and food is to be taken in small quantities, to renovate 
the internal fire and thus repress the vomiting. 

Emetics are very useful in diseases of the phlegm, in cases in 
which poison has been taken — in diseases accompanied with much 
thirst — in diseases of the internal heat — in diseases of the mammee 
— in madness, in epilepsy — in elephantiasis — in diseases of the 
humours — in fevers — in want of appetite — in boils-^in diseases of 

the stomach (amashay) — in dysentry — in diseases of the chest in 

large secretions of saliva — in sickness — ^in difficulty of breathing 

when the person has lost his sense of smell and taste— in diseases 
of the lips and mouth — when pus is discharged — in diseases of the 
throat — and in bloody discharges by stool. 


The following is a List of the principal Emetics ^ 


1. Madana^ 

2 . Kufajuy 

3. JimiUaka^ 

4. Ikshydku^ 

5« Ddmurdava^ 
6. Ketavddana^ 
7 * SarshapOf 


Vangueria spinosa. 

Echites antidysenterica. 

Andropogon serratus. 

A bitter gourd. 

Achyranthes aspera. 

A plant with wUte flowers Pandanus ? 
Sinapis diobotoma. 
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8. Garuga, A vegetable and medicinal substance. 

9. Pippaliy Long pepper. 

10. Karanja, Galedupa arborea. 

1 1 . Prapunn64ai padmata Cassia tora. 


Hedysarum alhagi. 

Barleria cerulea. 

Melia azadiracta. 

Physalis flexuosa. 

Calamus rotang. 

Pentapetes Phcenicea. 

Clitoria ternatea. 

A net hum sow a. 

Momordica moiiadelpha. 

Acorus calamus. 

Colocynth or bitter apple. 

Plumbago Zeylanica* 

These medicines not only act as emetics, eridiines, &c., but cure 
all the bad humours from the stomach upwards. From Madana to 
Prapunnaday the fruits alone are used for producing the above 
effect, and from Karvadaru to Chitrd the roots are to be used 
for the same purpose. Sometimes they are used simply, more 
commonly in combination. 


12. Kaviddray 

13. KarvuddrOy 

14. Nimhay 

15. Ashwagandhdy 

16. Vetasiy 
Bandhvjivakuy 

Sitdy 

Shalapushpikdy 
Vimhikdy 
Vacheray 
Mrigahbojani, 
Ckitrdy 


17. 

18. 

19. 

20 . 
21 . 
22 . 
23. 


PurgativeSy ( Vlrechana) and Enemas (unavavana or vasti). 

Purgatives , — The day before a purgative is exhibited the patient is 
to eat light food in combination with warm water, so as to remove 
any disarrangement of the phlegm • the next morning the body is to 
be anointed with oil and exposed to heat, so as to promote perspi- 
ration ; after which the purgative is to be given. Should a purga- 
tive be given without tlie preparatory medicines, the person’s consti- 
tution will be broken, like dry wood at the time it is warping. 
These will vary according to the intention of the practitioner, 
and the state of the bowels which are to be evacuated. There 
are three such situations ; — 

First ; the Mridu KashtUy in which there is much bile and a state of 
looseness ; when if the bile is required to be evacuated, a small 
quantity of the medicine should be given cold. 

The second state is called Krurd Kashtay in which the air 
ind phlegm are deranged, producing costiveness, and the medicine 
acts with difficulty. Jn this case the medicine should be given 
warn and in a strong dose. 

The third state is named the middle state or Madhya kash^, in 
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which the air, phlegm and bile are in equal proportions, and ac- 
companied with a state of bowels neither relaxed nor costive. In 
this case the medicine should be given of a temperate heat and of 
a middle quantity and quality. 

The dose of medicine should vary with the age, &c., of the 
patient. To inhints give sugar with honey. When a purgative has 
been administered in the above form its action should not be sud- 
denly stopped. The patieiit should stay in a closed room, and he 
should not take cold water, nor nse force in the evacuation. 

Wlien the purgative has not produced the desired effect, it will 
produce derangement in tlie bile and plilegm. The body is hot, there 
is no appetite — and there is a heaviness in the belly, uneasiness 
in the breast, itchiness of the arms, and there is not a free evacua- 
tion of the urine. 

When purgatives act too powerfully, they produce fainting, fre- 
quent mucous stools, prolapsus aiii, and pain in the belly. 

When the purgatives act properly, the patient feels easy ; and 
air, phlegm and bile t)ass freely, and lie feeds happy and light ; 
air passes by the anus in the usual ina unci'. After the action 
of purgatives, the patient should take thin and light food — as 
congee, and sometimes broths. . 

If purgatives are taken from time to time in a jiroper form, they 
clear the understanding and senses, improve the strength of the 
organs, and of the body. They also improve the appi'tite and retain 
the humours in a liealthy state, and retard the. approach of age. 

In infancy a mixture of honey, sugar and trivrlt (toori-Convol- 
vulus turpethum) is to be given, in the form of a powder. 

When a purgative acts too strongly with a discharge of blood ; 
in such cases [loiir cold water upon tlic body, and give an emetic, 
with congee and honey ; or give the oily or mucilaginous liquids. 
The enema should be prepared with honey and gliee ; animal and 
vegetable broths should likewise be given. 

Purgatives should not be given during the beginning of fever ; 
that is while the patient feels a slight appetite, and his bowels are 
not very costive. For infants and old or very fat people, purgatives 
are to be avoided, es’ cially when the body is very hot or much 
fatigued — in bloody st .. anU immediately after labour ; also when 
the appetite is bad, in derangements of the blood, bile and air, when 
there are sores on the body, or mternally, when 'here ’s great thirst, 
after loss of blood — and 'a diseases of the lungs. Should a quack 
give purgatives at an improper time he will kill the person. 

Purgatives should be used in fevers, in diseases from poisons, in 
piles, in swellii^o of the glands, in jaundice, in epilepsy, in diseases of 
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tbe heart, in fistula in ano, in vomiting, in diseases of the vagina, in 
colicky pains, as costiveness, and in cholera (vishfichika) in disease 
of the belly (alasaka), in leprosy, in eruptions, in gonorrhoea, in the 
enlargement of the spleen, in hydrocele, in ophthalmia, and in 
general in diseases of the eye, especially in purulent ophthalmia, in 
diseases of the head, ear and nose — in those of the anus and penis, 
in worms, in diseases of the bile, and involuntary discharges of 
semen, &c. 

The discharges produced by purgatives are first, urine, fceces, 
bile, the medicine, and lastly phlegm. 

Of the purgatives the Trivrit^ or as it is usually called Teori 
(Convolvolus turpethum), and Harltaki (Chebulic mirobalan) are 
considered the best. Of the oily purgatives, the castor oil is the 
best. In diseases of air, give Teori in powder (6 annas weigiit for 
a dose) with the juice of the sugar cane. 

In diseases of the bile, the medicine is administered with milk, 
and in diseases of phlegm, the same medicine is given with the 
decoction of long and black pepper and dry ginger. 

The covering of the Harltaki, is to be used like the teorf, in the 
same form and dose — and to cure the same diseases. 

Castor oil is prepared by gathering the seed at the proper 
season, drying it for seven days, and taking the kernels and boiling 
them in water — ^the oil is to be removed for use— in other cases 
the oil is got by pressing the seeds between weights. This oil is to 
be given to children from birth to the tenth year. It is also given to 
old and weak and delicate persons. 

Purgatives may be prepared and exhibited with ghee, oil, milk 
wine, cow’s urine, broths and certain forms of food. 

The action of purgative medicines will be increased by using 
warm water with some infusion, the warm or vapor bath, and friction 
with the warm hand. When the laxative effect is not sufficient, it 
is not to be repeated till the next day ; but when a sufficient effect 
has been produced the purgatives should not b.e repeated for 
ten days. 

The internal fire is diminished by purgatives, and as soon as 
the action is produced, light food is to be given, and a little mango 
bark mixed with congee water is to be used internally, and exter- 
nally friction so as to increase the internal fire. 

The efforts of nature should not be resisted ; but when the per- 
smi is weak, and the bowels loos^ the medicine is to be given 
in small quantities and frequently repeated. When the bowels are 
looa^ and the patient either weak or strong, purgatives are to be 
givmi, and when in that state if the Ixnrels are not freely evacuated 

a 
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the collection of the bad humours, if retained, will produce other 
diseases*. 

A small dose of the purgative should be first given, and when the in- 
dividoars constitution is better known, a stronger one may be given. 

The following are examples of purgative mixtures : take of Hari- 
takf (yellow myrobalan) salt, and long pepper in equal propor- 
tions ; grind them into a paste with water ; dose three drams. 

Or take of Haritakf, (Yellow myrobalan), amlakf (emblic my- 
robalan), vibhitaki (Beleric mjTobalan,) in equal parts. Three 
tolas of this mixture are to be boiled in 48 of water until reduced 
to 12 tol«s. To six tolas of this infusion add three of castor oil. 

Or take three tolas (9 drams) of castor oil, with six of milk. 

When the purgative is required to be taken for diseased bile ; 


the following mixture is recommended ; — 

Take of Garatwak (cassia bark) tola. 

Tejpata (cassia leaf) ^ „ 

Pepper | „ 

Teori (convolvulus turpethum), | „ 

Sugar I „ 

pound and mix with hot water. 

When the phlegm is diseased. Take of Pippali (long 

pepper) 1 | tola'. 

Shunt hi (ginger) | „ 

Yavakshara (nitre) | „ 

Shya'malata (Echites antidysenterica) ... | „ 

Teori (Convolvulus Turpethum), 1 „ 

pound and form an electuary with honey. 

Purgatives, or those medicines which clear the body of diseased 
humours below the stomach. 


1. Trivrit, 

2. Shydma, 

8. Danii, 

4. Dravanti, 

5. Saptaldy 
6* Shankhini, 

7. Vishdnikd, 

8. Vavdha, 

9. Shavalaniari, 
10. Shatraha. 


Convolvulus turpethum. 
Panicum frumentaceum. 
Croton polyandrum. 
Anthericum tuberosum. 
Abrus precatorius. 
Cissampelos hexandra. 
Asclepias geminata ? 
Clitoria ternata. 

A kind of Convolvulvns. 


* This is known by symptoms of derangements of phlegm and bile, 
by the loss of appetite, and henvincss and itcliiness, heat of tiie body, 
and a diminution of the Internal fire.* . The dejections are conatlpated In 
iuclt cases. 
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IL SuvamaJka, Casaia fistula. 

12. Chitraka^ Plumbago Zeylanica. 

13. Kinihi^ Achyrauthes aspera. 

14. Ku$hd^ Poa cynosuroides. 

15. Kdsha^ Saccliarum spontaneum. 

16. Jelaka% 

17. KampilakOy A variety of teori (Couvolvulus turpothum.) 

18. Hamdkdf 

19* Pdtdld, Bignonia suaveolens. 

20. Baritdkiy Terminalia Chebula. 

21. Nilinly Indigofera tinctoria. 

22. ErandUy Ricinus communis. 

23. Kuthikay Costus speciousus? 

24. Aragvaday Cassia fistula. 

25. Mahavrikshuy Euphorbia. 

26. Saptacheda. 

2^. Arka, Calotropis gigantea. 

28. Jatisatiy Halicacabum cardiospermiM 

From Trivrit to Kdshoy the roots are used : and from Jelaka 
to Pdtdld the bark is used, from Haritdki to Eranda the firuits 
of the tree, the leaves of Kuthika and A ragvada are used ; and 
the milk of the other medicines of this list is used for producing 
their purgative effect. 

There is another class of medicines which produce both vomiting 
and purging, they are : — 

1. Kaihdtakiy Several sorts of cucurbitaceous plants. 

2. Saptaldy (Abrus precatorius.) 

3. Shankhiniy (Cissampelos hexandra.) 

4. Devaddli, 

5. Ravilikdy (Momordica Charantica.) 

The juices of these plants are used for producing their 
eflfccts, as the organs of speech for the articulatioii of vowels and 
Sibilants. 

Enemata (anuvdsana). This is considered as the best manner 
of exhibiting purgative medicines in diseases of the lower part of 
the abdomen, and lower extremities. Medicines may be mixed with 
these so as to cure diseases of air, bile and plilegm, as the medicine 
enters the system like water poured at the root of a tree. These 
medicines were much used by the ancient practitioners. ^ 

The general effect of enemas is to strengthen the muscles, and 
to lessen fat. They retain the eye and surface in a healthy state — 
and will retain the body healthy till death, or even lengthen the pe- 
riod of existence. 
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The bladders of pigs, buffalos, goats, &c., are used for these 
iDjections. For this purpose the animal should be healthy and 
full age. Should bladders not be found a leather bag may be 
substituted. 

The injecting pipe should be made of gold, silver, copper, iron, 
hard wood or ivory. It should be smooth, strong and tapering like 
the tail of a cow, with a slightly tuberculated extremity, six fingers’ 
breadth in length to the cross piece, from the first to the eighth year 
of s^ge ; eight or ten from the 9th to 16th year ; and afterwards some- 
what longer. During the first years, the tube should be the size 
of the little finger, afterwards of the ring finger, then of the middle 
finger ; and after the 25th year, the size of the thumb. In adminis- 
tering enemata care must be taken not to introduce it in an oblique 
direction, nor too far or too short a distance, and not to press it on 
one side. The cross piece is likewise varied in length at tlie different 
periods of life. The size of the injection should also be varied 
according to the size of the patient's hands. 

For the very young two handsfull of the liquid is to be used ; for 
a child of eight years four, and of from 16 upwards eight hands- 
fuU. 

There are two varieties of glysters, one without (asnehaka) and 
another with oil (snehaka). 

The following is offered as an example of a glyster in costiveness, 
piles, dyspepsia, intermittent fever, in diseases of the loins, back, 
and intestines. It should be prepared as follows : — 

Take of the decoction of. Suttee. — 

Pushkara, A kind of Costus. 

Krishnapaka, Caiissa carondas. 

Madana, Datura metel. 

Dubdaru, Uvaria longifolia. 

Kushtha, Costus speciosus. 

Yashti madhu, Liquorice. 

Villa, Assafoetida 

add ten parts of milk and four of oil ; mix and administer warm. 
Various other glysters are prepared in much the same way. 

This form of administering medicine is very useful when not too 
ft«$|uently used, in fever, diarrhsea, and dysentry ; in diseases of the 
head and eyes, in tetanus ; in convulsions, and in many nervous 
and other diseases. 

Enemata are not proper in madness, in piles, jaundice, in Minting, 
for the timid or those labouring under grief, in indigestion, in vomit- 
ii^ Jepro^, dropsy, a8tllml^ ooQgb, diseases of the throat, diseases 
«f air, such as swelling of the estraarittoa, before the third or fourth 
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month of pregnancy, and in the very young and old, or when af- 
flicted with nervous diseases. 

Two thirds of the usual quantity of food should be taken before 
the jlyster is to be administered ; before or after eating they will 
produce vomiting. 

Before the injection is administered the body is to be cleaned 
and anointed ; the patient is to rest in the lap of a large man in a 
clean situation ; where there are no currents of air ; he is to recline 
on his left side, and in an hour the enema will operate. 

If the enema does not operate properly, it will diminish the 
internal heat, increase the urine, and will not purify the body. It 
first discharges the dejections, the bile, phlegm and air. In this 
manner it purifies the body. 

Injections by the urethra (uttaravasti). — These should be used by 
a tube fourteen fingers’ breath in length, or the length of the penis, 
with an opening of the size to allow a mustard seed to pass. For 
the female the tube should be four fingers* breath in length and the 
opening capable of allowing the passage of a small pea (mudga). 
For young girls the tube should be two fingers’ breath in length. 
The tube should be covered with oil and gently introduced, and by 
pressing the bladder fixed at one extremity ; crosses should be 
fixed on the tube to prevent its being introduced too far. The 
injection should be two tolas in size. These injections are used 
for diseases of the semen, the bladder and the uterus. 

When there is a burning in the bladder, an injection of honey, 
sugar, or a decoction o# liquorice and cold water is given. In some 
cases injections of ghee are used ; and in others astringent injections, 
such as decoctions of the bark of the vata tree (ficus indica) and 
banian tree. 

After the introduction of the injection the patient should take 
liquid food such as barley water, congee or animal broths. 

After the evacuation by purgatives, emetics, enemata, or blood- 
letting the patient is left with the internal fire diminished, and on 
that account heavy food should be diminished still more— mid 
light and nourishing food should be taken. 

4. — Errhines. 

This is a large class of local irritants ; and they are used with 
the intention of producing sneezing and exciting a discharge from 
the nostrils, by which the head is supposed to be cleared from the 
presence of bad humours. 

There are five varieties of fumes used as errhines:— 



L — Prayojika^ or those forms of smoke which are taken by the 
nostrils at three efforts. For tiiis^ purpose different spices are 
made into a powder, and a tube twelve fingers breadth in length, 
its size of the small finger, and to taper to the end which should 
be the size of the thumb. The aperture should be the size of 
a (Kobo) or small pea ; for eight fingers the tube is to be snr* 
rounded with silk cloth, over which the medicine is rubbed. The 
candle thus prepared is to be set fire to, and the fumes are to be 
drawn into the nostrils. 

2. — SnaUiUtay are prepared by oily substances. They are 
made with wax — different gums, such as gaguli (gum resin) with 
ghee. This is to be lighted and the fumes are to be introduced 
into the nostril. 

3. — Varechanika, those which clear the head. They are made 
with medicines which irritate the nostrils, such as black pepper, 
long pepper, and Aguru a kind of fragrant wood. They are to be 
made into a paste, with which the tube is to be covered and then 
lighted. The fumes produce the effect desired. 

4. — Vdmaniga, which cause vomiting. They are found by 
burning the skin and hair of animals — dry fish and flesh, and 
other substances which produce vomiting. The smoke should 

taken in first by the mouth and evacuated through the nostrils, 
and when taken by the nostrils it should be passed through the 
mouth. 

These are the usual forms in which expectorants are given for 
promoting the secretion of the nen^ous membrane of the glottis, 
trachea, and air cells of the lungs. These are rarely used. In 
diseases of the throat and chest the smoke is to be taken by the 
mouth, and by the nose for those of the head, nose and eyes. 

Kdshaghna^ which cures cough. The usual manner of exhibiting 
it is prepared with medicines which cure the cough, such as, 

Vrihati (Solanum melongena). 

Kantakarika (Solanum jacquini). 

Long pepper. 

Black pepper. 

,Dry ginger. 

The root of the Kankataka Shringhi. 

The proper errhines are five ; 

1.— iVosya, is prepared with ghee, oil, and decoctions of vege- 
table errhines. It is usually used in diseases above the neck, from 
derangements of the air and bile. 

2,Shirw)e9haniyay is prepared with medicines which clear the 
head of pent up hamottrs---eccompanied with weight and pdn ef 
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€be liead. This form is likewise used in diseases of the throat 
pnrticiidarly swelling — ^when worms infest the head and nose^ in 
jaundice, in polypus of the nose — ^when the person can neither dis- 
tinguish taste nor smell ; oily substances are usually employed. It 
is used in diseases of the mouth, eye> and ear, caused by derange- 
ments of the phlegm. 

3. — PraHmarshay is prepared with those errhines which clear 
the head, and is used in the form of powder. It is used in health 
in the following cases, — after waking from sleep, after fatigue, 
eating both in the jtnoming and evening. This medicine cures 
diseases above the neck and retards the marks of old age. 

4. — Avapira is prepared with sugar, the juice of the sugar cane^ 
milk, ghee and animal broths, and those errhines which clear the 
head. It is used for diseases of the heart, as in feinting — for weak 
and delicate persons. 

5. — Pradamna is prepared with those mediclites which clear the 
head in the form of powder, and is introduced into the nostrils 
by means of a tube. It is used in epilepsy, apoplexy and other dis- 
eases producing a loss of sense. 

When phlegm is deranged the errhines are to be given in the 
morning ; when bile, at noon ; and whep the air is deranged, in the 
evening. 

Errhines should not be employed in Kaktapitta, Virakti, after 
emetics and purgatives, in swelling of the abdomen (Udara) in 
involuntary discharges of the semen, in sudden blindness and when 
the air is derang^, after eating much food, or drinking wine, after 
poisons, wounds or injuries of the head, in jaundice, when the 
person cannot sleep, and when very thirsty. 


^Brrhines for clearing the head of humours. 


The following is the list of medicines used as errhines to clear 
the head : — 

Sanscrit. Scientific and other names. 


1. Pippali^ 

2. Viranga f 
8 . ApangakOf 

4. ShigrUj 

5 . Siddhdrthakaf 
6 * ShwishOf 

7 . Marichc^ 

§• KatarATOy 

% Vmif, 


Long pepper. 

A vegetable and medicinal substance^ 
Achryanthes aspera. 

Morunga guilandina and hyperanthera* 
White mustard. 

Acacia sirisa. 

Pepper. 

Oleander or Nerium odonim. 
Momordlee mooedelpiia. 
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Sanscrit. 

Seienti/!c and other names. 

10. Girihamikd, 

Hedysarum alhaji. * 

^11. KinihXy 

Achyranthes aspera. 

12. Vacha^ 

Or^is root. 

13. Jalashulij 

Halicacabum cardiospermum. 

14. Karanja^ 

Galedupa arborea. 

15. Lashunoy 

Garlick. 

16. Alivishay 

Atis or Betula. 

17. Shunthiy 

Ginger. 

18. Talisha, 

Flacourtia cataphracta. 

29. Tamdla, 

Xanthochymus pictorius. 

20. SurdsarjakOy 

21. Ingudiy 

Name of a plant called Ingua. 

22. Mesha, 

A sort of small cardamum. 

23. Sangiy 

Betula Bhoorja. 

24. Mdtulungay 

Citrus medica. 

25. Murangiy 

Ilyperanthera morunga ? 

26. Phaliy 

Blossom of the Sacharum Sara. 

27. Jaiiy 

Phyllanthus emblica. 

28. Shdlay 

Ophiocephalus ? 

39. TdUy 

Borassus fiabelliformis. 

80. MadhukOy 

Bassia latifolia. 

31. Ldkshdy 

Shell Lac. 

32. HingUy 

Assafoatida. 


Sores are frequently recommended to be fumigated. For this 
purpose a tube is used eight fingers’ breadth in length and the fumes 
of the medicine are to be conveyed so as to be brought into con- 
tact with the surface of the sores. 

Gargles, The quantity should be such as can be moved in the 
mouth. The patient should stand erect. He should attend to 
what he is doing, and when it is mixed with the bad humours of 
the mouth nose or eyes, it is to be evacuated and another portion is 
to be taken into the mouth. Gargles usually consist of astringent 
decoctions with honey or urine of cows, or the juice of acid fruits, 
black pepper, long pepper, dry ginger, vacha, mustard, haritaki 
ravi balm, mixed with oil, vinegar, wine, cow’s urine, siilt or 
honey, according to the disease, &c. They may be used either hot 
or cold, and when properly employed they cure diseases of the moutli, 
clear it and produce easiness of the part. 

6. — Emmenagogues. The remedies for restoring or bringii^ 
on the menstrual dischaige are vinegar and acid% cow’s urine, 
curdled miik| khito (a kuid of pea), cow’s nnne and wine. 



These medicines are not often osed^ and as the irregularities are 
often produced by weakness, tonics are frequently given. 

7. — Diuretics. This class of medicines are used in strangury, in 
pain of the bladder, in scanty urine and in gravel and stone. The 
Principal of these medicines are 


Virataru^ 

Barleria longifolia. 

Sahachara^ 

Yellow Earleria. 

Darbhtty 

Poa Cynosuroides. 

Lavang^ 

Nutmeg. 

Kusha^ 

Plant called maiikatha 

Kdsha, 

Saccharura spontaneum. 

Ashwavedhaka, 

Plectranthus sculellaroidcs. 

Agnimantha, ^ 

Premna spinosa. 

Vasuka^ 

Sesbana graudidore. 

Vasira, 

Pothos officinalis. 

Ikshu. 

Sugar-cane. 


~ These medicines are either used in decoction or in powder. For 
this purpose the following decoctions are used with honey and sugar. 
Take equal quantities of : 

Mahdsdhd, 

Kshudrasdhdj 

Madkuha^ 

Sadanstra. 

Two tolas of the mixture are to be infused in a pint of water, 
which is to be put on the fire until reduced to one quarter, when 
it is prepared. 

Parturifacients. — Medicines for promoting the expulsion of the 
foetus from the womb were not known by the Hindu practitioners. 
In cases of lingering labor, manipulation (mantha) was employed to 
promote delivery. 

Sialogogues, Medicines for increasing the secretion from the 
mouth when too dry, are often had recourse to for expelling morbid 
humours from its neighbourhood. They should never be used 
before the 5th year. The medicines which are considered as 
belonging to this class are ; calomel, (rasavdsa) and corrosive 
sublimate, (rasakarpfira). The other medicines of this class are 
black and long pepper, dry ginger, rock salt, acid fruits, Vacka and 
other hot spices. 

External agents stimulating the vital powers. These act either 
externally or internally. 

The external agents are those that produce a determination of 
blood to the part $ ‘2nd, a secretion of semen ; and 3rd the formation 
of pustules. The following are generally used 
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Chitraka, Plumbago. 

A'khanda, Asclepias. 

Sarshapa, Mustard. 

PuHMfay A kind of blistering fly. 

Shobhanjana, Hyperanthera Morunga. 

A'rdraka, Fresh ginger. 

These substances are made into a paste and applied over the part. 
Local and internal stimulants, — Carminatives^ or those agents 
which stimulate the stomach and intestinal tract, and lead to the 
expulsion of flatulence. This numerous class of medicines have 
already been enumerated, under the head of Aliments. The medicines 
(pipal^di) are: 

Fippaliy Long pepper. 

Chaviy A variety of pepper. 

Chitrakay Plumbago. 

Shringaveray Fresh ginger. 

Amlavetasoy Bumex vesicarius. 

Maricha, Black pepper. 

Ashwamodakay Common canary seeds. 

Valdtakuy Seed of Marking-nu plant. 

HingUy Assafoetida. 

JirakUy Cardamum seed. 

These medicines are used in powder or decoction with or without 
•other articles. 

The astringents are used for curing diarrhoea and dysentery, and 
another kind of astringent tonics are of use for the cure of ulcers 
and for stopping hoemorrhage ; the principal are 
PriyangOy Panicum italicum. 

Samagiy Lycopodium imbricatum. 

JDh&takiy Grislea tomentosa. 

PunndgOy Bottlera tinctoria. 

BaktachandanOy Bed sandlewood. 

MatrarasOy A kind of kino gum. 

Basdnjamiy Sulphuretof antimony. 

PadmakOy A kind of fragrant wood. 

B^anavuliy Menispermum glabrum. 

For ulcers and stopping hcemorrhage the following medicines 
are used 

Ngagrodhay Ficus indica. 

Udumbaroy Ficus glomerata. 

Ashwatihoy Ficus religiosa. 

PtahikOy Ficus infectoda. 

Madkakoy liquorice root 



Kakubh, 

Atnra, 

Jambuy 

Madhukay 

Vanjultty 

Tindukay 

BodhrUy 


Penlaptera Arjiina. 
Mangoe tree. 

Rose apple. 

Bassia latifolia. 
Dalbergia ougeinensis. 
Diospyros glutinosa. 
Symplocos ra^cmosa. 


The barks of other trees are used in the form of decoctions oi 
powders. 

J3. Alteratives (Rasdyanajy are medicines which increase 
strength and remove diseases. These medicines must be varied 
according as they are to be administered to the young, the adult, and 
the old. It is only to the two latter that this class of medicine is 
to be administered ; and before giving it, an emetic or a purgative 
should be administered ; as a cloth should be cleaned before 
it is dried. There are four kinds of Rasdyaiili* The first promote 
pleasure ; the second cure diseases ; the third increase memory and 
longevity ; and the fourth prevent the usuid changes of life, such 
as age, thirst, hunger, and other wants. l\ Cold water, milk, 
honey, and ghee may be taken internally, together or separately, 
to restore a proper degree of strength to the body. 2. An- 
other kind of Basdyana increases the memory, and the person’s 
life. Various remedies are recommended for this purpose, as the 
fruits of Sitfi and Avalguja. They are to be powdered and mixed 
with sugar, kept in a vessel for seven days, and then used with 
cold water. During this treatment the person should reside in 
a close roo»n, and continue this mediciue for six months. He 
should only use rice, milk, and sugar for food, and bathe in cold 
water towards evening. His memory will thus be improved and he 
may live for a hundred years. This plan of treatment may be 
adopted in leprosy and dropsy, with the addition of cow's urine 
instead of water. With this medicine the juice of the manduka- 
parfd is used, after which milk should be taken, and barley, rice, 
jesimin, and ghee exhibited for three months. 3. Another kind, 
retains the person young, prevents the hair turning gray, and the 
teeth from falling out. If a man use cold water, milk, honey, and 
ghee separately, or together, he will not soon have the marks of 
old age. For the same purpose other medicines are recommended. 
4. There is a medicine called Soma which produces longevity, and 
removes the marks of age. There are many varieties, but none 
are now known, as sinful jiersons are often iu sight. Numerous 
other medicines of this class are used for increasing the pleasure 
of the society of women. These are nutritious diet, such as ghcc 



aud animal food. 01' this class is considered good food and drink, 
good news, anointing the body, especially towards the full moon, 
the presence of young women, love songs, clear nights, betel-nut, 
wine, flowers, such as garlands round the neck, sweet smells, beau- 
tiful gardens, and a fine prospect. The powder of Viddra with 
ghee and honey, and also the powder of A'malaka with sugar, honey 
and ghee, the flower of barley, &c., wdth milk and the seeds of 
Atmagupta increase the person’s happiness, and his desires. These 
desires will be diminislied — when they are against the heart, when 
the inclination is wanting, when much bitter, hot, salt, or sour ar- 
tides of food are eaten, which diminish the (dhdtu) and desire. 
In like manner desire will be removed by its abuse, certain diseases 
of the external organs, and the division of the vessels. Some cure 
their desires through the influence of the mind, as holy fakirs 
did ; and another class of persons are born without such carnal 
desires. 

14. Oleaginous applications, (Sneha,) such as oil, ghee, fat, &c., 
may be given by the mouth as a laxative, as an errhine, as an 
enema, or for anointing the body, or as injections for the ear and 
urethra, and with food. There are two kinds, vegetable and ani- 
mal oils. Of the latter cow’s ghee is the best — and tel (sesamum 
seed oil) is the best kind pf medicine of the vegetable variety. 
Some of this class of medicines are digested with difficulty, others 
with less difficulty, and a third kind easily. 

Ghee is good for weak persons who have a bad memory, wlio are 
affected with poison, and in diseases of air and bile. Oil is to be 
used externally, but it may be given internally in eases of w'orms, 
aud in costiveness. Warm water should be taken after the oleagi- 
nous substances. 

15. Agents acting by depressing the vital powers are Refrige- 
rants, such as cold infusions both internally and externally. Fire 
is also used. Narcotics , — Very few narcotics were stated in 
the ancient works, Sidi, (ganja, bhang) obtained from the hemp, 
was used, as also Datura. 

16. Chemical Agents, — These medicines are 1st, Escharotics 
and caustics. 2d, Lithontriptics or solvents of urinary stones or 
gravel. The escharotics and caustics will be considered under the 
next chapter on Surgery. 

Lithontriptics are sometimes employed. For this purpose the 
usual diuretics are exhibited, particularly Arjuna, (Pentaptera 
Aijuna,) and Ashwavedaka, (Plectranthus scutellaroides, Roxb.) 

When administered by an ignorant person medicine is com- 
pared to poison, is like the knife, fire, or lightning ; but when ad- 
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ministered with the necessary knowledge, medicine is like Amrita 
or the water of immortality. There are said to be two kinds of 
medicine, one of which gives strength to the body when no disease 
is present, and another class cures diseases when they are present. 
In like manner poison may be administered in the proper manner 
with great advantage in the cure of disease. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Surgery t {Shala,^) 

The frequent accidents which must liave occurred among a race 
of people dwoted to hunting and agriculture, and the feuds that 
were so frequent among them, induced the Hindu sages to pay at- 
tention to wounds, fractures, and dislocations. In this manner, we 
explain the importance which the ancient writers of the Hindu 
system of medicine give to this branch of the healing art, and the 
attention which they bestowed upon it. These remarks prove that at 
a very remote period of their History, the Hindu practitioners were 
accustomed to perform lithotomy, the extraction of the dead foetus, 
paracentesis, thoracis and abdominis, &c. This proves the extent 
of their practical knowledge, and the energy and boldnesss in exe- 
cuting hazardous operations which distinguished their ancient 
surgeons, and forms such a remarkable contrast totlie present igno- 
rant and timorous Surgeons of 'Bengal. This is the more remark- 
able as these treatises were supposed to be written by munia or di- 
vine sages, who would not compromise their character by record- 
ing precepts utterly contrary to the ritual of their law, or at variance 
with the principles and prejudices of their countrymen. Indeed, 
these precepts are often completely irreconcileable with their pre- 
sent notions, which must be considered as slowly growing out of 
the altered state of society, and are unsupported by their venerable 
ancient, and most remarkable civil and moral as well as medical 
institutions. 

According to the Hindu Shastras diseases are cured by the in- 
fluence of prayers and medicines ; and when these are ineffectual 
it is i.ecessary to have recourse to the krife or other sack means. 
According to the shastras, surgery, therefore, may be deflued to be 
that branch of Medicine which principally efleots the cure of dis- 


* To remove rapidly ; or the art of removing foreign substances from 

the body, partieuUurly the arrow. 
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cases by the application of the hand alone^ the employment of instru- 
ments, or the the use of topical applications. 

At the great battle of the Asuras and Devatas, Jagya was severely 
wounded in the neck, and the Aswini Kumdra, or the practitioners 
of heaven, soon cured the wound. This pleased the devatas so 
much that they were received among them with much respect, and 
a share of their honors is still bestowed upon them. Bramha also 
declared that the art of cutting, healing ulcers, setting bones, and 
the use of cscharotics, was the first branch of the healing art im- 
parted by the deity to mankind ; and as the operations of Surgery 
are rapidly performed, and afford immediate relief, they impart 
holiness, riches, and a good name to the performer, and will 
ensure his passage to heaven after death. 

In the Ayur Veda, Surgery is considered as the first of the eight 
departments of the Medical Science ; and Dhanwantari was bom 
to teach this as well as the other departments. He declares, in- 
deed, that surgery cannot be practised with success unless the 
practitioner is familiar with the practice of medicine of which it is 
only a branch. 

The following remarks on Surgery will be considered, under the 
heads of : — 

1st. The structure of the body, and their natural and relative 
positions, so as to enable the Surgeon successfully to perform 
operations. 

2ud. The nature of surgical diseases ; including inflammation, 
ulceration, and fistula. 

3rd. Description of Surgical instruments and bandrges. 

4th. The means of removiug blood from the body, including 
cupping, leeches, and scarifications. 

5th. Styptics. 

6th. Caustics, actual and potential. 

7th. Burns and scalds. 

8th. Directions for performing operations, for removing foreign 
substances from the body, and for treating wounds. 

9th. The means of improving, and of forming new ears and nose. 
10th. Of fractures and of their treatment. 

11th. Of dislocations and their treatment. 

Section 1. 

The importance of having a knowledge of Anatomy in those 
who exercise this branch of the healing art, is so evident ; and has 
been already noted so fully, that it will be stifhcieut to refer to page 
42 for the Hindus’ knowledge on this interesting subject. 
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Section II. 

Nature of diseases which are to he cured by Surgical means. 

Inflammation ( Vrana*, shotlia, or shoplia). Saraswata divides in- 
dammation into two kinds, the one produced by accidents or external 
injuries ; and the other by internal causes. Injuries of the body 
produce the first kind of inflammation, while derangements of the 
air, bile, phlegm and blood or their combinations produce the second 
variety. 

Under the class of accidental inflammations, swellings of all 
kinds wiU be considered, as they always commence with a certain 
degree of inflammation. 

The essential symptom of Inflammation is pus, and the peculiar 
symptoms are produced by the humour that is aflected. In all cases 
the inflammation commences in one point, from which it extends on 
all sides. The varieties of inflammation are produced— 

a. By diseased air. 

5. By deranged bile. 

c. By deranged phlegm. 

d. By the derangement of air, bile, and phlegm. 

e. By deranged blood, and 

f. By external or accidental causes 

a. The variety of inflammation produced by derangements 
in the air, is characterized by the swelling being irregular and soft, 
l)y its red or dark colour, and from its being sometimes large and 
at other times small. The pain of tliis variety is sometimes severe, 
and of various kinds, and it swells and ripens in different ways, the 
discharge being limpid. 

h. The second variety of inflammation, produced by deranged 
Bile, is characterized by the swelling being of a dark red yellowish 
colour, or the colour of a ripe wild fig. Tlie part feels hot and 
painful like the application of a hot iron, and it is accompanied 
with fever. The swelling quickly forms and ripens into a yellow 
discharge. 

c. When the inflammation is produced by diseased phlegm the 
swelling is elevated with round edges, with a central depression. It 
is cold and shining, of a pale yellow colour, with itching pain. The 
swelling slowly forms and ripens. The discharge from the derang« 
ed phlegm is white. 

d. When the three humoiu's are deranged, the swelling is of 

♦ Vrana differs from shotha by its being accompanied with less 
inflammation, and by its not suppurating. 



different colours and is accompanied with various degrees and kinds 
of pain, according as the one or other of the humours predominate, 
and the discharges are of different colours, but generally resembles 
bile and blood, being red, black and yellow, and of various consist* 
encies. This variety is cured with difficulty ; it is large ; some- 
times forms quickly, in otlier cases slowly. Sometimes it becomes 
prominent as it ripens, at other times it remains flat. 

€. When blood is deranged, producing inflammation, the swelling 
resembles that produced by deranged bile, but is of a darker red 
colour. Wlien large it has a dark yellow colour ; and is very hot 
and painful with much fever. 

/. Accidental inflammation, produced by wounds, bruises, &c., 
resembles the other varieties in the symptoms, and only varies in 
the treatment, by cold applicatious being proper in this class, but 
not in the other. When the blood is deranged in this variety, it 
resembles bile, but is of a darker red colour. When air, bile and 
phlegm are much deranged, the swelling will be incurable but will 
suppurate, as also when the physician does not apply proper 
medicines. Wiien sucli a patient does not eat or act in the proper 
manner the wound will not heal. By the wound of a part the air 
is deranged producing pain, and the blood of the part becomes 
mixed with the bile of the part and becomes deranged. In this 
manner, pain, fever, thirst and heat of the body occurs, followed by 
the other s3^mptoins of deranged bile. 

Inflammation is likewise divided into three stages, the invasion, 
the acute, and the suppurating stage. In the first there is not much 
heat nor discoloration, or hardness of the part. The pain and swell- 
ing of the part is likewise slight. In this stage the inflammation 
is said to be, A'ma (unripe). In the second stage the pain is lanci- 
nating, or like the bites of ants, or as if they were running about. 
In other cases, the person feels as if the part was burnt, torn, pressed 
or bound ; the person becomes restless and uneasy, and the swelling 
is much increased and discoloured, accompanied with much heat, 
thirst, loss of appetite, and other symptoms of fever. Tliis stage is 
called pachafndna (ripening stage). The third stage is distin- 
guished by the part becoming pale, the swelling diminishing, be- 
coming soft and wrinkled, and the skin becoming rough, scaly and 
elastic. The pain becomes throbbing, with a feeling of itchiness ; 
the abscess opens, the fever diminishes and the appetite returns 
This stage is called pakwa or ripe. 

This pus is produced by the air, bile, and phlegm, the bile pre- 
paring the pus from the blood. In inflammation the air produces 
the pain^ and the bile ripens the swdllng. 
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Tlie inflammation varies with the tissue which is involved in the 
disease, of which there are eight varieties, according as it affects 
the skin, flesh, vessels, tendons, bones, joints, abdomen, and sensible 
parts of the body. When confined to the skin, inflammation is 
cured quickly ; but when it affects the other tissues, it is cured 
with more difficulty and passes through the difterent stages. 

The air, bile and phlegm when deranged produce inflammation, 
which will vary in its effects accordi^ig to the part which is afiected. 
When it affects the abdomen, it produces gulma, &c., with a puf- 
finess of the abdomen, which resembles the white ant’s nest. Such 
inflammation and swelling may also occur at the anus, pelvis, 
or penis ; at the navel or sides, in the groin, mammae, or 
spleen, in the liver, pancreas, or the organ of thirst. This 
internal inflammation varies in the same manner as the external 
does. When the former occurs in the anus it retains the air in the 
pelvis, and urine is secreted in small quantities and with pain. 
When it occurs at the navel there is a hiccoagh, and a gurgling 
noise. When the sides are so affected, it is from diseased air ; and 
when the groin is so affected, the loins and. back feel very painfuL 
When the breast is so diseased, the person remains doubled up, 
and respiration is performed with difficulty and pain. Wheq the 
spleen is diseased, and when the breasts are affected, the whole 
body is uneasy, and feels painful ; and in the latter disease there 
is a copious secretion of phlegm. When the liver is affected with 
inflammation, it produces noise in the breathing, with hiccough ; 
and when the pancreas is so diseased, the person is continually 
wanting to drink. 

When the inflammation occurs in sensible parts, whether the 
disease be recent or ripe, whether it be large or small, it gives 
great pain. When the^ internal inflammation is above the navel, 
the pus will be discharged by the mouth ; and when under this, 
by the lower outlets. In this case the person will live, but in the 
former he will die. 

When the breast, navel, or pelvis is diseased the person will 
die when it suppurates internally ; but he may recover when the 
abscess bursts externally. The first five varieties of inflammation 
may be cured ; but when produced by air, bile, and phlegm the 
disease is incurable. In all cases of inflammation when it is 
accompanied with the symptoms of Shotha^ such as swelling of the 
abdomen, discharge of pus or blood, vomiting, hiccoagh, thirst, 
painful and sonorous respiration, the fatal result may be expected. 

It is of much impoilance that the Suigeon should be able to 
detect the stage of the Inflammation ; as if the opening he made 

ju 
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before the iiwelUng is ripe, or if it is not opened when ripe, bad 
consequences will follow in either case. In such cases the Surgeon 
will be known from the quack. This fellow by opening the 
unripe inilammation, cuts into blood vessels, tendons, &c., accom- 
panied with a great discharge of blood, or followed by a great 
accession of pain : again, if the inflamed swelling is not opened 
when ripe, the pus buries itself in the neighbouring parts, forming 
large cavities, or fistulous openings, which are cured with difficulty. 
In such cases, the pus, like fire, bums the surrounding parts, which 
like fuel are consumed. 

In the generality of cases of inflammation, (Brana, Shotha) the 
cure will be soon accomplished ; but if injudiciously treated it 
will be tedious. The inflammation is of an unfavourable kind when 
large, when not prominent but shrivelled, when hard or when very 
soft, when very prominent or when very dark, when very cold or 
very hot, when of a black, yellow, red, or white colour, when it 
has an unhealthy disagreeable appearance. It is also unfavourable 
when the pus is in large quantities, when the muscles, vessels and 
tendons are numerous in the part ; when the discharge has a foetid 
smell and has fibrous substances mixed up with it, when the swell- 
ing is large, or there are numerous small swellings, when bad blood 
is evacuated and when the patient is very old. 

The general indications to be followed in the cure of common 
inflammation are, the use of sedatives, local bleeding, poultices, 
opening the abscess, cleaning it, healing the breach of continuity, 
and lastly restoring the natural colour to the part. Sushruta des- 
cribes sixty different indications to be employed in the cure of 
inflammation and ulcers, such as, rubbing and anointing the part 
with certain medicines that dry it up*, pouring water upon the 
part, fomentations, frictions with ghee, poultices with maturating 
substances, with the observance of spare diet, emetics and purga- 
tives, &c. There are eight kinds of incisions which are to be used for 
the evacuation of the pus and blood ; also means to promote adhe- 
sion, as pressure, stopping the bleeding, diminishing the heat, the 
application of thick poultices and astringents, the application of lints 
covered with medicinal pastes, the use of oil, the juice of certain 
plants, the application of certain powders to the ulcers, fumiga- 
tion, means to depress elevation, and to increase or diminish the 
hardness of particular parts, and the application of caustic and caute- 
ries. The last consideration is to restore the natural colour to the 

* Medicine supposed to pass internally by the roots of the hair and 
the perspiring pores. 
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part, to restore or remove hair, the employment of enemas, of band* 
ages, of certain leaves to the ulcers, the means to destroy worms, the 
use of tonics, of errhines, of gargles, of fumigations, and of regimen. 

A few remarks will now be added on some of the above subjects. 
For maturing a swelling, the best medicines are several dangerous 
barks and roots, linseed, carrots, the seeds of (surunga) the mor- 
unga tree ; of mustard seed, the dowers of surdvijaz, and the sedi* 
ment or lees of a kind of beer or spirit. These are all to be com- 
bined with heat. When the patient objects to the ripe inflammation 
being opened with the lancet, the following medicines •may be 
applied, the flower of the marking nut (bald) ; the leaves of the 
castor poleandrum (danti), the leaves of the lombago Zeylanica 
(chitra) or of the Nerium odorum (corbeer). Pigeons or adjutants 
dung is also recommended, and various escharotic substances. 

Old ghee slightly heated is to be applied to the part, and the food 
should be thin and light with the flesh of wild animals, light boiled 
vegetables mixed with oil and salt. The driak should consist of 
boiled water. 

The opening of an abscess should be made when the swelling is 
soft, without pain, is undefined and of the colour of the *skin. 
A lancet should be used, which is immediately to be withdrawn 
when the pus is seen. In performing such an operation care should 
be taken to avoid the vital parts, large vessels and tendons. When 
the abscess is large, the opening should be the length of two fingers 
breadth. When the abscess is prominent, oblong and large it will 
soon be cured, and in order that the operation be properly per- 
formed the surgeon should possess the following qualities ; — boldness, 
steadiness, presence of mind, quickness, and should possess a good 
instrument. Should a fistula exist with the inflammation it should 
be opened. In th^ following parts of the body the incisions should 
be oblique, as in the eyebrows, cheeks, temples, forehead, eyelids, 
lips, gums, axilla, and groins. In the sole of the feet and palms of 
the hands the incisions should be circular, and in the arras and penis 
cruciform incisions should be made. It will prevent the wounding 
of nerves and vessels. After the opening has been made the patients 
face is to be bathed with cold water, and he should be encouraged 
by kind language. The abscess is to be evacuated by pressure, and 
it is to be cleaned with a piece of cloth wet in warm and astringent 
water. A lint made of a piece of rolled cloth and covered with a 
paste made of teel seeds, honey and ghee. A pledget of cloth cover- 
ed with a simple soothing ointment is to be put over the wounded 
part, with a poultice and bandage. The prescribed prayers are 
then to be repeated over the patient ; and he is then to be removed 
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to a well aired, though sheltered room, and placed in a large bed, 
with bis head turned to the east, the residence of the gods, and is to 
be surrounded by cheerful friends. Directions are next to be given 
as to bis diet and regimen. Great care is to be taken to keep the 
patient clean. The wound is to be dressed on the third day, and 
care is to be taken not to allow the wound to heal too soon. After 
it has been healed, the patient is to take care not to use indigesti- 
ble food, he is also to avoid violent exercise, such as running, until 
the cicatrization is complete. In dangerous cases the abscess will 
often require to be dressed twice ^ day, as it in such cases resem- 
bles a house on hre that requires prompt assistance. 

A person with this disease should avoid new rice, heavy pulse, 
hot, heavy, bitter salt and sour articles of food, with dried flesh, and 
vegetables. In all cases the patient should be recommended to 
avoid spirituous liquids, to eat little and regularly, and sleep at night 
the usual time. 


Ulcers {Bruno.) 

Ulcers are either produced from exterior or intenial causes^ 
There are fifteen varieties, some say sixteen. Each of the humours 
or a couple of the humours, then the three humours deranged at 
the same time, or when combined with deranged blood, produce such 
ulcers. There is another kind called a healthy ulcer (Sudo Bruno) 
which is characterized by having a smooth and equal surface, being 
•oil, accompanied with little pain and without any dischaige. 

When the ulcer is produced by deranged air (biu) it is charac- 
terized by its black or red appearance, it is superficial, and dis- 
charges a cold, mucilaginous and scanty discharge. The pain is 
also peculiar, being of a crackling stiff kind. •This pain is severe 
and does not afi<ect the flesh. 

When deranged Bile produces an ulcer, it is of a yellowish blue 
colour, and is surrounded by a red colour and yellow eruptions, 
spreads quickly, and discharges a hot and red matter with a burn- 
ing pain. 

The Phlegm ; when it produces an ulcer, there is much itchiness, 
and it is deep seated. The vessels and nerves of the part are 
affected, and it is hard and white without much pain, and the dis- 
charge is white, cold, mucilaginous and thick. The part feels heavy. 

When produced by Blood ; the ulcer becomes red and is sur- 
rounded by black vessels. The smell is like that of a horse stable ; 
with much pain, great heat, and it discharges blood and is accom- 
panied with symptoms of bile* 
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The ulcers which are produced by the combination of the de- 
creased humours partake of the combination of the peculiar symp- 
toms of each. 

The ulcers are likewise divided into large extent of ulcer, large 
deep seated, very hard and soft, much elevated or depressed, very 
cold or hot, very black, red, yellow or white, or disagreeable looking 
ulcers, or covered with a slough, Irith a foetid discharge, very pain- 
ful or bloody discharge, or very old ; all these are unfavoraUe 
cases of ulcer. . When the discharge is yellow, thin and has the 
smell of raw flesh it is superficial. When the ulcer is situated in the 
flesh, the discharge is thick, only white and mucilaginous. From 
vessels, the discharge is with much blood and it is also watery with 
much purulent matter. When bones are allied ; the discharge is 
mixed with oily mktter and blood, when in the joints they cannot 
be moved, and the discharge is mucilaginciw, frothy and bloody. 
When any of the viscera are affected ; the diseharge may be accom* 
panied with urine or feces, or a watery discharge. 

Treatment of ulcers. The cure of ulcers Is easy when treated 
by a skilful practitioner, and when the patient follows the proper 
regimen. When treated by an ignorant penwm, or if the patient 
does not follow the proper regimen, the cure will be much more 
difficult. The person should live in a large airy and clean houses 
upon a large bed with his head towards the east ; he should be 
encouraged by the presence and attention of friends ; he should not 
sleep during the day, as it will produce much swelling, and a 
copious discharge with itchiness. He should avoid much walking 
and the presence of women. He should avoid new wine, different 
kinds of peas, and fruits, too much salt, pungent articles, jagree, 
cakes, dry vegetables, and the flesh of fish and amphibious animals, 
cold water is likewise to be avoided, with curdled milk and indi- 
gestable food. He should avoid exposure to wind and dust, smoke, 
too much eating, and disagreeable sounds or smells. He should avoid 
watching at night, and eating at unusual hours. He should keep his 
hair, beard and nails short, wear clean clothes, and perform the usual 
ceremonies of religion, and his food should be light and nourishing. 

The ulcers are to be dressed with a cloth covered with new oint- 
ment, and secured by a bandage of silk or cotton. The ulcers 
are to« be cleaned with a watery decoction of cassia fistula and 
other astringent vegetable medicines* Ghee should be prepared 
with the sulphate of iron (kaceera), black Hellebore (kotorohunee), 
turmerick, and the root of the jhtee. / In other eases they 
add astrii^nt bariu or astringents as nimbo^ rtybeerka, yellow 
(Himital) and red arsenic (monosilhuO^ powders prepared with 
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rock salt, the sulphate of iron, and the lees of urine, with boch 
and turmerick, &c. 

Funiigations by means of different rosins, the smoke of which are 
applied to the ulcers. 

Pastes are also applied to the ulcerated surface. They may be 
made of 

Somongaa 

Somo 

Sorolaa 

Somobolko 

C/iondono 

Kaapoluy ^c. 

When the ulcer is much elevated apply the powders of the follow- 
ing substances, sulphate of iron, (kasus,) rock salt, red arsenic, 
mixed with eggshells and the buds of (jaatee). These may be com- 
bined, or one or two of them may be mixed and applied to the 
ulcerated surface. 

Purgatives, emetics, and fasting are to be occasionally used in 
ulcers, and the other indications which have been already stated 
under^the head of treatment of inflammation. 

Should there be much bleeding from the ulcer it is to be stopped 
by means of styptics ; when accompanied with fever and much burn- 
ing on the part, apply cold applications ; when there is little dis- 
charge, the ulcer superficial, and the surface irregular, apply poultices 
made of seeds containing oil, as linseed, with fomentation. When 
the appearance is very dark and the smell disagreeable^ apply as- 
tringent decoctions. When sloughing and dry looking, apply medicines 
to clean the part. When the edges of the ulcer are very hard, local 
bleeding by scarification or by leches is to be used with fomenta- 
tions. When the* edges are soft and flabby apply astringents. 
When the edges are elevated and of long standing apply caustics. 
When the cicatrix is white it will be made black or of the natural 
colour by the preparations of the marking nut. For restoring hair 
to a part apply the ashes of ivory with crude antimony. If worms 
are generated in ulcers, apply the decoctions of ophiorrhiza munges 
(surubad) and Symplocos Alstonia. 

When the worms are produced by cows urine and the like, 
caustic solutions are to be applied. These are obtained fK>m the 
ashes of certain trees. A piece of recent flesh may also be. applied 
over the ulcer so as to attract the worms to it. When the ulcer is 
very old and the person emaciated and weak, give him nourishing 
food, and medicine of a tonic natnre. When produced by poison 
thqr are to be treated as poifonoiis wounds. 
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The intelligent practitioner will vary the local and general treat- 
ment according to the peculiarity of each cas^ and the state of 
the patients constitution. 

The fatal symptoms of ulcers ; are, fever, diarrhoea, fainting, hic- 
cough, vomiting, dyspesia, difficulty of breathing, cough and great 
thirst. 

Fistula {Nulla Btuna) a fistula is either produced by derange- 
ments of the humours, or by external causes. In the latter case 
the abscess may not be opened when ripe, the pus hurries itself into 
the neighbouring parts and forms a canal. When derangement of 
air produces the fistula ; the orifice is small, the surface rough, and 
it is accompanied with much pain. It discharges largely, especi- 
ally in the night, and the discharge is accompanied with froth. 
This form is to be treated with poultices. 

When the fistula is produced by deranged bile, it is ac- 
companied with thirst, fever, and heat ; the discharge is copi- 
ous particularly during the day. The part is to be carefully 
rubbed, and when ripe it is to be opened with a knife, it is then 
to be cleaned, and a hot iron probe is to be introduced into the 
canal. Several kinds of medicines are to be mixed and thrust into 
the wound. 

When produced by diseased phlegm, the discharge is thick and 
white, and its edges are hard and shining. It is itchy and slightly 
painful at night. A mixture of several medicines is made to rub 
into the part so as to soften it ; other medicines are to be employed 
to wash the fistula with, and a director is to be introduced and the 
fistula laid open. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged, together producing a 
fistula, it is accompanied with great heat and fever, sonorous breath- 
ing and coma. The mouth is dry and the other symptoms peculiar 
to the diseases produced by the separate humours. In such cases 
the^ disease is incurable. 

Fistulous openings are usually found in the mammee of women 
after abscesses. In such cases the abscess is to b^ opened and the 
fistula is to be treated as in Budodu. When the patient is of weak 
constitution, is emaciated, is fearful, has lost his appetite the cure 
will be very difficult. When the knife is not allowed to be used ; a 
thread is to be passed through the fistula and is to be strongly tied 
so as to divide the skin which is contained in it. A lint made of 
the following medicines will likewise be found veiy useful. The 
bark of the guntafulaa, rock salt, lac stick, and beetle nut, these are 
to be mixed with the*milk of the eupborbium and introduced into 
the fistnlons opening. 
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Deierdptions of Surgiccd Instruments and Bandages. 

The description of these instruments is neither minute nor 
precise ; and not being illustrated by drawings, or now employed, 
a few only of each class will be delineated. In general the name 
of the instrument was derived from the resemblance to certain 
objects such as certain leaves, &c. 

The hand is considered the first, the best, and the most impor- 
tant of all Surgical Instruments, as it is with its assistance that all 
operations are performed. 

There are classes of instruments, one of which are blunt (jontros) 
the second liave sharp cutting edges (sotros) ; and the third are 
named unosustro or substitutes for cutting instruments, such as 
caustics, fire, horns of animals open at both extremities by which 
suction is made, and gourds which are used as cupping glasses and 
are applied before as well as after the scarifications, I shall now 
add a few remarks on each of those classes. 

Ist. JontroSy or blunt instruments, consist of Swasteeka, San^ 
dansoy TalajontroSy NarujontroSy Solaakaa and Upajontros. 

SL Swustei ka^juntra are curved or hooked instruments which 
are used to extract splinters of bones, or foreign bodies, and in- 
cluding pinchers, nippers and the forceps. They are formed of iron, 
usually eighteen inches long, having heads or points shaped like 
the heads of animals, the beaks of birds, &c. 

b. Satidansa-juntray or tongs, which are of two kinds, one with, 
and another without a handle, and are used to remove extraneous 
substances from the soft parts, as the flesh, skin, veins, &c. They 
are usually sixteen inches in length. 

e. Tala-junira resemble, though smaller than the last named 
instruments ; and were employed for removing foreign substances 
lodged in the outer canals as the ear, nose, &c. 

d. Naru-juntra consist of twenty varieties of tabular instru- 
ments, of different sizes and shapes, according to their intended use^ 
including canulse, catheters, syringes, &c. They are used for remov- 
ing extraneous substances from deep seated canals, as the intestines, 
urethra, &c. ; for examining deep seated parts, for the application 
of other instruments, for drawing off fluids by suction, he. 

e. Sokuikaa or Probes are rods and sounds. There are twenty- 
eight kinds, varying in size and shape, for extracting foreign matters 
lodged in parts of difficult access^ for clearing internal canals, more 
partlonlarl^ the urethra ; some have points like a half pea, others 
like an earth worm or the point of an arrow. Smne of them have 
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small cavities at their extremities for applying caustic solutions, 
&c., to the diseased part. Some of these rods have ends like the 
rose apple, for applying it heated. There are six varieties of these 
rods, three resembling the head of a rose apple, and three being 
hooked. Another instrument, resembles the half of the shell of the 
plate for eradicating nasal polypi ; a frequent and troublesome disease 
(nakra) in many parts of Hindoostan. This disease is alleviated 
by forcibly extracting the irritating excrescence. Another instru- 
ment of this class, has a head like the foot stalk of the Maleetet 
flower. It is used for cleaning the urethra. 

/ Upa-juntros are accessory instruments, as twine, leather, bark, 
•kin, cloth, loadstone, caustic, fire, finger nails, tongue, teeth, &c. 

There are many other instruments which cannot be enumerated, 
as they are only varieties of the above, modified by experienced 
surgeons, for particular purposes. 

The second class, are cutting instruments (sotros), of which there 
are twenty kinds. Tliese instruments should be formed of good 
iron, and neither too large, nor too small. They should be well 
polished, and sufficiently sharp to divide a hair. For this purpose 
a stone was used. They were in general six inches in length, of 
which the blade formed a half or a quarter of that length. They 
should have good handles and firm joints, and be kept quite clean, 
wrapt in flannel, and kept in a box of sandle wood. 

The following are the names of twenty forms of the principle Cut- 
ting Instruments used in Surgery: — The supposed forms are 
represenLd in the annexed Lithographic Drawing ; — 

1. Mondolugra or round instrument for scarifying. 

2. Koropotrd^ or Saw. 

3. Beeteeputrii, or Lancet. 

4. Nokosustfd, (eight fingers breadth in length.) 

f . Modreekdf like the first joint of the index finger. 

6. Utpolopotrokd, like the petal of the blue water lily. 

7. UrdoddrOy or Knife. 

8. SucheCf or Needles. 

9. Kuchdpotray like the leaves of the kushograss. 

10. AkemokCy like the beak of a bird. 

IL Sordreemka or Scissars, (10 fingers breadth in length.) 

12. Untormukoy to break down (the internal side cutting) parts. 

13. Tricorcoko (trocar)^ three cutting surfaces. 

14. Kotdreekdy like a gum lancet or bistoury \ 

13. Breehumoka or Trocar y with a head like a > for tapping, 
grain of rasi.. 3 
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16. Ar6 or Aul, a long sharp needle in a handle.... ^ 

17 . Bedusopotraka, long sharp cutting instrument > for tapping* 

like the leaf of the ratan 3 

18. Booreeso, or hook. 

19. DontomnkUy pincers for extracting teeth. 

20. Asunee. or probeSy eight fingers breadth in length. 

Tliose instruments, the length of which is not marked ; are six 
fingers breadth in length. 

Unomstray are instruments which may be used when cutting in- 
struments are not at hand, or when the patient is too fearful to 
admit the use of cutting instruments. These are the sharp bark 
of the bamboos, different kinds of hard stones, or glass, leeches, 
fire, caustics, nails, rough leaves, such as those of gogee, seefaleeka 
trees, &c. 


Practical Instructions. 

After the student has been taught science by books, he is next to 
be instructed in the practice of the use of the instruments^ &c. 
Without practical skill, theoretical knowledge is of no use. The 
different surgical operations are to be shown to the student, upon 
wax spread out upon a board, gourds, cucumbeics and other soft 
fruits. Tapping* and puncturing should be practiced on a leather 
bag of water or soft mud. Scarifications and bleeding may be 
practiced upon the fresh hides of animals from which the hair has 
been removed, or upon the dead bodies, and the puncturing or lanc- 
ing the hollow stalks of water lifies or the vessels of dead animals. 
Tlie manner of holding and the use of the probe is to be practised 
upon a piece of hollow bamboo or the like. The removal of sub- 
stances from cavities, by removing the large seeds of the jack or b^l 
fruit, and the extraction of teeth is to be practiced upon dead 
bodies and animals. For sowing he should practice on leather 
and cloth. The application of bandages and ligatures should 
be practiced upon flexible models of the human body ^ and the 
means of making noses, ears, 8pc., be practised t|pon dead animals ; 
the application of caustics, and cauteries to be done on animals. 
The use of injections is to be practised with a water ppt having 
a canal. 

There are eight kinds of surgical operations, Thqr are ehodaama 
or incision, as in fistula-in-ano. 

2. Bhednoy opening parts as of huge ab^icesses 

8, Lhdthno^ or drawing linei^ by Hhich the parts are nipped, 
aacrified or innocolatedL 
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4. BhedhtWy or puncturing, as opening veins in hydrocele and 
dropsy. 

5. EshynOi to probe or sound parts, as in fistula, to ascertain 
the presence of foreign substances. 

6. Ahdrno^ or the operation of extraction, as of the stone ; of 
the teeth, and of the fetus. 

7. Vishruvdno, to remove fluids ; as pus, blood, &c., or of bad 
humours as in Leprous blotches in Elephantiasis, ^c. 

8. SeebeenOi to sow parts together, as in wounds, especially near 
joints. The substances to be used for sowing are thread, twine, 
or small ligatures made of the skin of animals, or fibres of vegetable 
substances, roots, hair, &c. The stitches are to be longer or shorter 
according to the nature of the wound. Before sowing a wound it 
should be carefully cleaned, and all extraneous substances should 
be removed. Tlie needle should be from two fingers breadth in 
length, to three or more. They are to be long^ three edged for 
deep fleshy wounds, and a third or curved kind should be used in 
vital parts and in wounds of the scrotum and abdomen. For fixing 
a torn off ear ! the parts are to be brought together and sown. For 
practising these operations ; pieces of leather and cloth are to be 
sewn together. After a wound has been sewn, a mixture of equal 
parts of the seed of the preunga ; unguno, (sulphate of antimony,) 
justaaho (liquorice) and lodro (an astringent bark ; is to be thickly 
sprinkled round the wound, which is then to be covered with 
a piece of lint or silk cloth, and the whole secured with a bandage. 
The physician is then to give proper directions as to diet, &c. 

Besides tne above instruments, the surgeon should jjrovide thread, 
leaves, pledgets, heated metallic plates for erubescents, and a variety 
of astringent and emollient applications before commencing an 
operation. 


Bandages* 

There are fourteen kinds of Bandages : — 

1st. KoosUy or a hollow cylinder or sheath for the fingers,^ 
penis, &c. 

2nd. Ddma, a large bandage to support parts. 

3rd. Susteeko, a ciicular bandage to apply to joints, forehead, 
chest and under the ears. 

4th. Uneebulutay a roller or bandage to encircle the extremities, &c. 

5th. Protobey a broad bandage for the neck, and the external 
organs of generation. 

v2 
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6lh. Mondola^ a circular bandage for the head. 

Tth Stogheekd, a bandage enclosing a splint to keep the parts 
firm, as the joints of the fingers, the penis, &c. 

8th. Gornoka, a double bandage which is applied to ulcers. 

9th. Kotd^ a four tailed bandage for the cheeks, temples, lower- 
jaw, &c. 

10th. Cheenn, a bandage for the angles of the eyes. 

11th. Bebonday a bandage for the back, abdomen, and chest. 
It is a firm circular bandage. 

12th. BeetanOy a large bandage for the head. 

13th. Gopandy a concave bandage for the chin, eyes, lips, 
shoulders, scrotum and pelvis. 

14th. Ponchanghuy a bandage for the clavicle with four tails. 

The surgeon is to decide on the kind of bandage in each parti- 
cular case. Its application varies with the disease. Sometimes the 
bandage is to be applied above, below, or upon the wound or ulcer 
according to the efiect required. In general the bandage is to be 
applied after the application of the necessary ointment spread upon 
linen. There are three degrees of tightness with which tlie bandage 
is to be applied, the first being tight, the second loose, and the third 
moderately tight. When bile and blood are deranged, or when blows 
and poisons produce the disease, the bandage should be loosely 
applied ; and when phlegm and air are deranged the tightness may 
be increased. In other cases bandages may be applied more tightly. 
To the chest, buttock, belly, loins, axilla, groins, and head, a tight 
bandage is to be applied. To the extremities, face, ears, throat, 
penis, scrotum, back, and to the sides of the belly and chest the 
pressure of the bandage should be moderate. In diseases of the 
eye and joints loose bandages are to be used. Should the bandage 
be applied tight, the medicine will not produce the desired effect, 
and all the symptoms of the disease will be aggravated. This will 
also be the case when no bandage is applied, by the formation of 
insects, and by exposure to the influence of heat and cold, which 
will aggravate the ulcer, and prevent the cure. When accompa- 
nied with acute inflammation, and when the part is hot, painful, 
and sensible, no bandage is to be applied to the part, for the cure of 
the disease, but to retain the applications to the part. Nor are 
bandages to be applied when the sore has been produced by fire, or 
excoriating, when it contains pus ; when sloughing, or if it is near the 
anus ; when produced by extravasation of urine from Leprosj*, fitc. 
If bones are fractured, or joints dislocated, or if the bone is thrust 
through the flesh, the bandages will be of much use. This is also 
the case when the tendons and vessels are divided. In the treat- 
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ment of ulcers ; bandages and all other means that diminish pain 
will tend towards the cure. 

When the ulcer is in the flesh, skin, joints, bone, abdomen : in 
wounds of vessels and tendons ; when deep, and when superflcial, 
they are cured with bandages. The judicious surgeon will in each 
particular case, decide on the propriety and kind of bandages, which 
will vary not only with the nature of the disease, but also with 
the season of the year, &c. 


Section 4. 

Means employed to remove Blood from the body. These opera- 
tions are venesection, cupping, and the use of leeches. 

Is/. Venesection, 

Before a patient is bled, he should have his body anointed with 
oil ; a warm bath is t d be used ; and some prepared barley or rice 
is to be given to eat. 

In performing the operation the patient is to be placed either 
sitting or standing before the Surgeon with his face turned towards 
the east, with an assistant holding him from behind. The Surge du 
is to rub down the blood in the prominent vein which is to be 
opened, and apply a bandage of the bark of a tree, of cloth or of 
leather, not very tight, above the part to be opened ; the instrument 
used for opening the vein ; is the kutaarekau, this is to be thrust 
into the swelled vein while the patient retains his breath ; the 
wound should be the size of a barleycorn. The blood should flow in 
a stream. After the required quantity of blood has been obtained, 
the bandage is to be removed and the wound is to be cleaned with 
cold water, a few drops of oil are to be let fall upon the wound, 
and if the bleeding is not stopped a bandage is to be put round 
the part. Should this not be suflicient to stop the bleeding ; caus- 
tics, and even the actual cautery may be used. The quantity 
of blood which is to be removed, should never be so large as to 
weaken the person. When the patient is very strong, and the 
disease very severe, blood to the extent of one seer (Prusto or Hij) 
may be . removed. If much blood is lost, it will produce head- 
ache, loss of sight, with pain in the eyes ; will produce thirstf 
severe paiu, insensibility of one side, and of one member, hic- 
cough, cough, difficulty in breathing, jaundice, and the person 
may die, or it will pr^uce the diseases of air. After bleeding, the 
body should be anointed with oil, milk, lymph of animals or other 
rcniediei which quickly stop the flow of blood. If all the bad 
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blood is not discharged by the first bleeding, another is to be 
performed on the second or third day after the first. Do not 
(mdeavour to remove all the bad blood by the first bleeding, as 
a little bad blood may be purified by the use of remedies ; and 
thus the danger of bleeding too freely will be avoided. When a 
swelling requires to be opened ; and from the nature of the part, 
ns when near the windpipe; a communicating vein proceeding irom 
the diseased part may be opened. 

Bleeding siiould not be performed when the person is below 16 
and above 70 years of age, when the female is pregnant or soon after 
delivery, nor when the body is dry ; when in a state of drunkenness 
or when there are sores upon the body ; when the humours (data) are 
diminished ; when there is copious perspirations ; or when there are 
diseases of air present. Patients should not be bled in very cold, hot, 
or stormy cloudy days ; when there is no disease present, when the 
person is weak, after watching, or when digestion has not taken 
place. When afflicted with general dropsy, in jaundice, during free 
perspiration, piles, in madness, after vomiting or purging, in severe 
fevers, in tetanus, in palsy, &c. When venesection is to be per- 
formed, the air should be clear and warm. If possible it should 
be avoided during tlie rains ; but always the abstniction is to take 
place by degrees, at the intervals of one or more days according 
to the circumstances of the case. In the cold weather venesection 
should be performed in the middle of the day. The flow of the 
blood from the wound in the vessel may be retarded when the 
person is very fearful, faint, and much fatigued ; when he is very 
thirsty, when the bandage is not properly applied, and when he has 
much bad blood. 

When the person is bled for a disease of the spleen, the vein is 
to be opened at the bend of the left arm, or the vein between the 
left ring and little finger in asthma and severe cough ; in disease 
of the penis open the vessels near the middle of the penis. In 
hepatic diseases open the temporal artery. In madness and epilepsy, 
and in diseases of tiie tongue or teeth, open the veins under the 
tongue. In tertian ague open the veins at the juncture of the 
sacrum with the spine. In epilepsy the veins of the neck may 
also be opened. 

There are twenty ways of improperly performing venesection : — 

1st. Durdeeday when the instrument is too small, and the blood 
doi»8 not flow freely, followed by a painful swelling. 

2nd. Oteebeduy when an ignorant person opens a large vessel, 
or mpkes the wound in the vein large by which the blood passes 
among the cellular substances of the part. 
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Srd. diuncheetA^ resembles the last. 

4th. FUckeetd^ when the knife is blunt and tares the parts, 
which swell. 

5th. KtUeehay when several attempts have been made to open 
the vein. 

6th. Oprorsreetd^ when the person is fearful, the weather very 
cold, and the blood is not discharged. 

7tb. Otiideerd, when the knife is large, sharp, and a large 
wound is made. 

8th. Obeeddy when little blood flows. 

9th. hreesuskdy when little blood flows from deranged air 
which dries the wound. 

10th. Kunieetdy when the wound is too small, and little blood 

flows. 

1 1 th. Bateetdy when the arm had been improperly bandaged, 
and when the hands shake, and no blood flows. ^ 

12th. Omiteetobeendy like the last. \ 

13th. Shostropotdy when there is a great flow of blood from the' 
large wound in the vessel, which cannot be 8toiq)ed by the U8ual\ 
applications. 

14th. Tirjokheeddy when the wound is not direct, and is not 
suffidiently large. 

15th. Opobeeddy when the knife is not a proper one, and several 
attempts are required to open the vein. 

^16th. Obiodeedy when blood letting is not proper. 

17th. Bidurddy when the patient’s body is in an unfit state andi^ 
diseases are consequently produced. 

18th, Deniikdy when the part requires to be rubbed much before 
the vein can be opened, and when the blood only flows at inter- 
vals, like the milk of cows. 

19th.* Punopunorheeddy when the knife is too small, and several 
small wounds are made in the vein. 

20th. SeersoodeCy when nerves, tendons, and vital parts have 
been wounded, it produces severe pain, restlessness and death. 
When the operation is thus improperly performed, the wound is to 
be treated by the application of fomentations, and other remedies, 
which will be stated in the section treating of wounds. 

An able Surgeon is therefore required to bleed, as veins are 
always changing, and if not properly performed, it produces various 
troublesome dliseases ^ veins ; which are not cui^ by the usual 
remedies. It is not encmgh to know the situation of veins ; bfit he 
must likewise know the time^ $md tbe aatentto whidb the Ueeding 
is to be carried. In some dlsaaaas^ Ueeding is half the treatment ; 
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in the same manner as enemas are in many medical disaaaea. Aa 
cutting, 'fire, &c., give pain ; rajahs, rich people, children or old 
people, and fearful and weak people, when they require to lose 
blood, may liave leeches in preference to venesection ; more especi- 
ally in the cases of bad blood produced by diseased air, bile and 
cough. When bad blood has been removed from a vein, the per- 
son feels happy, the part light, the pain ceases, and the morbid 
symptoms dimini 

After bleeding avoid anger, violent exercise, too much sitting, walk- 
ing, exposure to great heat or cold, or improper food, for a month; 
esp€*cia]ly very heating and cooling articles. The patient should live 
on good and light articles of nourishing food, until his strength is 
restored. If this is not attended to, bad blood will be generated. 

Bad blood in tlie body, produces Itchiness, swelling and pain like 
that of fire ; with a red appearance of the part which suppurates* 
When deranged air has produced bad blood ; it does not flow from 
the wound in the vein like water ; it is covered with foam, is dark, 
thin, and draws slowly. Wh^n deranged by bile, the blood has a 
yellow blue colour, has a bad smell, and it dries slowly. When the 
blood is deranged by phlegm the blood is oleaginous, and smooth ; 
it is cold, of a pale yellowish colour, is in large quantities and flows 
•lowly. When bile and blood are deranged in a part j it has a dark 
colour. When two or three of the humo\ir8 are deranged in a part ; 
the blood has the peculiarities of the individual, and deranged blood 
combined. Should severe pain occur in opening a vein, as if fire 
had been applied, the part is to be rubbed with warm ghee and 
gtstemodo (a plant.) 

The blood is in a healthy state when it is of a bright red colour 
like that of red jelly, or of the rainbow ; when the senses are perfect 
with a desire to exercise them ; and the person is strong and in 
high spirits. 

2nd. Scarifications, By means of a thin and sharp knife ; longi- 
tudinal or transverse lines at equal distance are to be made neither 
very deep nor superficial. T^iey should be applied quickly, avoid- 
ing vital parts, joints and larg^e vessels. 

8rd. Cupping, The local accumulation of bad blood may be 
removed by means of cupping^ which is performed by a horn 
out smooth, and even, at the large extremity ; with a e m a il 
opening at the narrow end. The large extremity is applied over 
the scarified part, the air in the horn is sucked out, and the 
finger is then dexterously placed over the open upper end. An 
eeenmula^on'of Uood in the part included in the .horn is dtsebatfed 
ftm the scarification. The hem is r^tedly applied, and the eir 
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«zluiafted in the same nianuer, until the necessary quantity of blood 
has been removed. These horns are made of different sizes, to suit 
the part which is to be operated on. In other cases a hollow gourd 
is prepared, with a small smooth hole which is placed on the part ; 
the air is then exhausted by burning something in it, before it is 
applied over the scarified part. The horn is used when the air 
of the part is particularly affected ; and when the phlegm of the 
part, is much diseased, the gourd is preferred. 

4th. Leeches (Jaloukd). Leeches have been employed from time 
immemorial in Asia, but particularly in Bengal, where they are 
considered as the best means of removing blood from a part. They 
are particularly used for Rajahs, for women, and timid persons, 
and for the very young and very old. 

There are twelve varieties of leeches ; six of which are venemous, 
and six useful. 

The venemous leeches are : 

1. Indrdyudhd, having longitudinal lines along its back like a 
rainbow. 

2. Alagarday are large with a black head, and hairs on their 
body. 

3. Krishnd, are large dark leeches with a large head. 

4. Sdmudrikd have numerous stripes and spots of varioua 
colours upon their bodies. 

5. Gochandand have a small head and narrow mouth with a 
large body and bifurcated tail. 

6. Karhu^ay is long like an eel, and moves irregularly. 

These deleterious leeclies, when they are employed, produce heat, 

swelling, pain, and itching of the part ; followed by excessive irrita- 
tion and fever, with spasms, sickness and syncope. These effects 
will be best treated by applying to the bites a mixture of certain 
medicines, which arc considered as antidotes against the poison, 
dther antidotes are given internally, with errhines ; the bites of the 
Indrayunda leeches are considered fatal. These kinds of leeches 
are found near putrid fish or animals, in foul, stagnant, and 
putrescent water. Such leeches are consequently to* be carefully 
avoided. 

There are six varieties of good Leeches : — 

1. Kapildy or tawny leeches. These have a brownish breast, 
with smooth glossy sides. 

2. Pinguldy have round bodies, are of a pale red color, and m 
Yeiy active. 

8. Sankumukhiy have long sharp heads, are of a liver colour, 
and bite quickly. 
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4. Mmhikd, are of a moaae colour and have a bad smell. 

5. Pundtirikd-vmkhiy are of a brown hue, and have a mouth 
like that of a lily. 

6. Shaharikd^ arc of a green colour like tlie leaves of a water 
lotus, and are ten fingers breadth long. This kind is only proper 
for removing blood from animals. 

These leeches are found in Persia {Vavana)^ ancient Delhi 
{Pandu\ at Mutra {Pautann\ &c. They are found in small 
numbers in clear and deep pools of water, which contain water lilies, 
and are surrounded with sweet smelling plants. The middle sized 
leeches arc the best. 

These leeches are to be caught in a piece of leather or cloth, 
and placed in a new water-pot, in which some clay and pure water 
has been put, some grass or leaves of aquatic plants are to be 
placed on the pot for them to lie upon, and the roots of water 
lilies and dry flesh are to be given them for food. The water 
is to be changed every third day and the water pot every seventh 
day. 

MTben the leeches grow very large and are very vigorous ; 
when they are weak, or emaciated, when they do not bite, or 
take little blood, or are of the venomous kind they are not to be 

used. 

When the part is not very sensible it is to be rubbed dry, and it 
is then to be covered with cow-dung and earth to dry the part. 
The leech is then to be taken from the water-pot and its body is to 
be anointed with mustard seed paste. It is then to . be put into a 
bason with fresh water for a short time and then removed and sur- 
, rounded with a piece of cloth, and the mouth is then to be applied 
to the part affected. If it does not fix quickly, apply a drop or two 
of milk or blood to the part, or make one or two very slight scarifi- 
cations, which will induce them to fix themselves more readily. 
When the leeches are sucking, sprinkle a few drops of cold water 
upon their bodies. When the leeches have removed the necessaiy 
quantity of blood aprinkle a small quantity of salt upon their 
heads, to make them drop off. Put the gorged leech upoiu some 
dry bran, put a little oil and salt upon its mouth and then strip 
them. Put them next in fresh water, and if th^ are livdy 
they will live, and may be used again ; but if they are languid, 
th^ will soon die and they should therefore be at <moe thr o wn 
away. 

The part upon which the leeches have been it to be meared 
with Inmey, ccdd water, and astringent sutastanees. In other cases 
poultices may be applied. 
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Section V. 

Styptics. 

If all the bad blood is not removed by the bleeding it will leave 
a swelling, redness, heat, itchiness, and pain in the part. But if 
too much blood has been removed it produces headache, blindness 
(gutta Serena), inflammation of the eye, convulsions, hemiplegia, 
great thirst, burning sensation of the body, liiccough, difRculty in 
breathing, jaundice, and death. Avoid abstracting too much blood, 
particularly when healthy, as it is the root which sustains the body ; 
“ for the blood is the life of the body.” 

Therd are four ways of arresting hoemorrhages : — 

a. By the use of astringents. 

b. By the use of ice (Jiima.) 

e. By caustics and 

d. By the actual cauteiy* ; should the other means not prove suffi* 
cient. 

a. Astringent applications. Different flowers are mixed together, 
and then powder is to be sprinkled by degrees over the part, and 
should the blood not stop ; the finger is to be placed over the bleed- 
ing vessel. The following is one of these mixtures : — take of the 
flowers of 

Lodhra 

Madhiika 

Gairika 

Sarjarassa 

in equal quantities. Or take of the flowers of— 

Masha 
Jaha, barley. 

Godhuma, wheat. 

These are to be mixed and sprinkled on the part, and if it does 
not stop ; the finger is to be applied to the part for the same purpose. 

Tl\p barks of different trees, as the Banian tree, Catechu, gum 
resin, are mixed, reduced to powder, and used as styptics. 

The ashes of burnt silk, will also be found useful ; over which a 
tight bandage is to be placed. The patient is to be kept in a cool 
room, and a cool and antiphlogistic diet and regimen is to be en- 
joined. Afterwards broths, made from the flesh of deer and other 
wild animals, are to be used, with light and nourishing food. 

b. Cold and ice, by drying the blood, has a strong tendency to 
stop hcemorrhage, and is often used for this purpose. 

w 2 
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e. When the above means have not been sufficient to stop the 
hoeroorrhage, escharotics should next be used. These will be con- 
sidered in the next section. 


Section VI. 

Cauteries, 

The cauteries used by the Hindu Surgeons, were the actual 
and potential. 


The actual Cautery, 

Fire can sometimes be employed ; when neither the knife nor 
escharotics can be used as it is the strongest of all the escharotics. It 
is applied in different ways, sometimes by means of long pepper, goats 
dung, the tootli of a cow, an arrow point, long circular or hook 
shaped iron probes ; for superficial purposes ; and straight probes for 
muscles or deep seated parts. There are three varieties of these 
irons ; one l)eing small, tinotli or large, and a third of a moderate size. 
After amputations, &o., boiling fluids were used to stop hoeinorrhage^ 
as boiling jagree, oil, hone)’, &c. 

The actual cautery is applied iu four different ways, according 
to the nature of the case ; sometimes the application is made in 
spots ; in otlier cases in circles, or in parallel and concentric lines. 

When the application is properly performed, there^ is a peculiar 
noise heard and smell felt, at the moment of the application, and 
the skin is immediately contracted. When the cautery is applied 
to the muscles, it changes them to a gray colour ; the swelling of 
the part diminishes, and it stops the discharge of blood, pus, &c. 

Fire is useful in some diseases of the skin, flesh, vessels, liga- 
ments, joints, and bones ; and when there is severe pain 6r hard 
swellings of the flesh and insensible parts ; which sometimes occur 
in carbuncle, piles, boils near the anus, in elephantiasis, and in 
small swellings ; and in bites of serpents live cliarcoal is recom- 
mended to be applied ; to prevent the dangerous effects of their 
bites. It is also, useful in penetrating wounds and in all cases 
where it is accompanied with considerable hcemorrhage. 

The small sized actual cautery is employed with advantage to the 
eyebrows, forehead, and temples for headaches and diseases of the 
head# W.:en applied to the eyelids near the border the eye is to 
be defended with wet clothes. This is the treatment recommend- 
ed for intergium. Fire is also applied to remove indurated parts ; to 
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the side, in cases of diseased spleen and liver ; and to the abdomen 
for enlargement of the mesenteric glands. It is also applied to 
the soles of the feet for the cure of colic ; and it is said with the 
best effects, as it seldom fails to care the disease. 

Fire deranges the blood and bile, and produces sever^ pain and 
fever. A mixture of ghee and honey sliouid be applied to the 
part after the cautery. 

The actual cautery should not be used in the Cidd and hot 
months, as in September and October, and in May and June ; more 
particularly in the two last months. It should not be used to persons 
of bilious or sanguineous temperaments ; or in whom the blood is dis- 
eased ; when diarrhoea is present, and external applications have not 
removed it ; when the person is weak and timid ; v hen there are many 
ulcers on the body ; and when the patient is very young or very old. 

The diet of a patient to whom the canteiy is Ji[)plied sliould be 
very thin, and of the same kind as that recomTneinh'd for a woman 
with a dead fmtus in her abdomen. In the more dangerous forms 
no food is to be allowed. 

When the different cauteries have not proved sutricient to stop the 
hoemorrhage, the vessel may be opened above the bleeding jutrt in 
order to diminish the flow of blood from the large wound below ; 
and thus give time for the operation of medicines. 

When all these means fail to stop tlielueinorrhago the physician is to 
examine tliediflerent circumstances of the case, and act accordingly. 

Potential Cauteries {Khdra), These cauteries consist of Potassn 
more or less pure j it is obt ained by burning the bai k and branches of the 
Muskaka tree, 

The Kataja tree, 

The Paldsa, 

Asakarna, 

Ark a, 

Sthnuhi, 

Apdnidrga, 

Patala, 

Chitraka, 

Or the bark and branches of these trees are reduced to ashes, which 
are thrown into six times their quantity of water or cow’s urbie. 
Strain them 21 times, expose them to heat, until they are reduced 
to the consistence of a mucilage. Again, dissolve them in water, 
strain, separate, remove the sediment and evaporate to the same con- 
sistence as before ;.8om6 shell lime is then to be mixed with them, 
and when neither very dry nor medst, tb^ are to be taken off the fire 
and kept in an iron vessel weO closed up. 
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' The Potassa thus prepared, may be used internally or externally. 
In the first form it is used in solution and is good for removing 
worms, for curing Leprosy, and as an antidote for certain poisons ; 
when long taken it produces imnotency. As an external appli- 
cation, it ,is used in three degrees of strength, the concentrated, 
the mild, and the weak. 

The concentrated Potassa is used for opening abscesses and for 
producing superficial ulcers, in which cases emollients are to be 
put upon the part after the application, so as to reduce the pain. The 
solution acts strongly in healing ulcers and in stopping bleeding, 
and when concentrated it disorganizes the parts. It is applied 
externally to different cutaneous diseases, to bad ulcers, to fistula- 
in-ano and other fistula, to piles, to certain diseases of the mouth, 
as to diseased tubercles, &c. The weak solution may be taken 
internally in dyspepsia, colic, and indigestion ; and for urinary 
calculi, gravel, worms, and gumo. 

The use of Potassa is not proper in the sanguineous tempera- 
ment, in internal houmorrhage, in fever, for children or old people, 
for weak persons, or for persons with diseases of the eyes, &c. 
When caustic is to be applied to a part, the patient is to be taken 
to a room shut up, a portion of the Caustic is then to be applied 
to the part by means of a Probe. The Surgeon is then to wait for 
a space of time that will admit of his counting a hundred. If well 
applied the part becomes black, and the juices of acid fruits are to 
be applied. Caustics are not to be applied to vital parts, where there 
are many nerves, blood ligatures, joints, ligaments, taphuy to the eye, 
throat, &c. When used by an ignorant person caustics are like 
fire, poison, or thunder to the patient whom it quickly kills. 

When properly applied by a skilful Surgeon it cures many 
diseases. 


Section VII. 

Scalds and Burns, 

There are four degrees of burns : — 

a, Husiay in which there is severe pain, and change of colour 
on the part. 

h, Durdogdhay when accompanied with blisters, with much red- 
ness and pain. 

c, Samadogdhayyrhen it is black, and does noj produce much pain. 

d* AfSdogdha^ when the part is separated with the destruction of 
the vessel^ witli fever, thiisti fidntnesi^ and the wcmnd heals slowly. 
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In Fhuia hot articles are to be applied ; and in dMrdogda 
apply cold substances, and sometimes hot, with ghee and fomen- 
taticjs. In Samadogdha apply a paste made of Chandana^ 
sandlcwood ; Gairihay yellow earth, and the bark of the wild 
banian tree. These are to be mixed with ghee; or apply to 
the part, animal flesh, chopped. The flesh of domestic animals 
may be used tor this purpose. 

In Atidoghtty separate the loose parts, and apply cold. Th^ 
apply the decoction of the cold bark of the Tinduka tree with ghee. 
In other cases apply wax, liquorice root, ghee, rasin : make into an 
ointment, and apply to the part. Cold applications are likewise 
useful. 

When a person is struck with lightening, and is not killed, 
anoint the body with oil, with frictions. 

When choaked with smoke, the patient has difficulty in breathing, 
xrhich is sonorous, attended with coughs burning of the eyes, and 
redness. This is succeeded by thirst, fever, difficulty in hearing 
and smelling : the juice of the sugar-cane, and grapes should be 
giver for drink, with water and sugar. The juices of sweet and 
a^nd fruits may also be used with an emetic to clean the stomach. 


Section yilL 

Directions for performmg operations. 

When an operation is decided on ; a fortunate moment is to be 
selected, and the Brahmins ai:d the Surgeons are to be propitiated 
with gifts. A clean and v/ell lighted room is to be chosen in which 
the operation is to be performed ; and cloth, the leaves of trees, 
thread, honey, ghee, the juices of different kinds of trees ; milk, oil, 
cold and not water, and strong and steady persons are to be in 
readiness to hold him, while care is taken not to frighten the 
patient.^ Should the patient be very fearf il of the knife, or very 
young, escharotics, the nail or a sharp piece of the bark of the 
bamboo may be substituted ; and for the mouth or eyelids a kind of 
grass (jgoji) or other rough leaves may be substituted by rubbing 
them ovv.r the part. The patient is to be placed with his face to 
the east, and the surgeon before him with his face to the west. 

The knife should be wet with water before being used. 

The season for operating is when the sky is clear during the rains, 
and in the hot weather in the evenings and mornings. If poi>si- 
ble the operation should be performed near the new moon, as this is 
the most proper time. Should the person be weak, much diseased, 
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insensible, or when the disease has come on suddenly, the operations 
should be performed during the evening or morning when the weather 
is steady and seasonable ; a propitious day and hour is to be found 
out. Curdled milk, corn, See., are to be offered up to the gods for the 
success of I ho operation and Brahmins arc to be propitiated. 

When a boil is to be opened, or tlie Hesli divided, the part is 
to have certain escharotics rubbed over it to diminish the pain. 
When a vessel, joint, or sensible part is to be divided, oil is 
first to bo rubbed over it. 

The Surgeon should liold the knife linn in the hand ; if thrust 
into a boil and no pus follows it is to be quickly withdrawn. If 
there be much pus in the part, it may be opened several times if 
necessary ; boils are not to be considered dangerous if elevated upon 
a flat surface. Should this not be the case, and the boil does not 
rise, but extends, the diagnosis is less favourable. The surgeon is 
a proper person if ho be strong and operates quickly ; Jiis knife 
should be good, and he should neither perspire, shake, nor make 
exclamations. In performing such operations, the sensible parts 
of the body are to be avoided ; as the palms of the hands and soles 
of the feet, vessels, tendons, joints and bones. When near vital 
organs the knife should be held so as to cut outwards, and should 
any such organ be wounded it produces severe pain, sUnd is cured 
with difficulty. 

W’hen the fetus dead in the uterus, in ascetics, piles, certain 
eSceresceiiees and swellings near the anus, which have existed up- 
wards of a month ; the patient is to take liis dinner before the opera- 
tion, and the operation is to be completed while witlidrawing the 
knife. Cold water is then to be applied to the part, the person’s 
spirits arc to be ke(- - up, the pus is to be squeezed out, and the 
part cleaned with tepjd water. Lint smeared with Jioney or ghee 
is then to be piu into the wound to prevent it closing. The 
wound is to be rubbed with honey or ghee and a bandage is then to 
be placed round the part. 

During the operation, care must be taken to keep a fire in the 
room near the patient, in which sweet scented substances are to 
be burnt, in order to preveni the entrance of devils by the wound. 

After the operation some holy water is to be sprinkled over his 
body, and proper prayers repeated ; such as the following : — Oh 
Bramha ! Do thou, as well as other Gods, order the serpents, Pi- 
sAacAa, Gandharba, Pitri (spirits), Jakha, Rakkyasa, who are desi- 
rous of acting wickedly to desist from their intention, either on earth, 
Itt the sky, or in any direction ; and that prophets may cure this 
wound, Do thou, Oh Bramha ! direct the Planets, and rajah prophets, 
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mountains, seas, and rivers, to retain the soul and hayu in this body ; 
that they remain healthy by the influence of the rajah of the moon, 
and devata of the clouds ; opana Bayu by the lightning, odana-bayu, 
by thunder, saman bayu by Iiidra ; strength by Soloh, sense by 
Booan. Oh Samudra (sea), the navel who know every thing 
retiiin thy supplicant ; and thou sun retain tlie eyes and ears 
healthy. Direct your correct ear^, moon retain your pure heat ; 
stars your body fair ; night your shadow, and water your semen 
healthy. May medicine retain your heart, while the sky will retain 
the elements of the body in health, and the earth the body pure. 
Thy head oh Brainha {Parakrama) will retain energy healthy. 
Iswar the energy of the male. Biamha spirit ; Dhruba eyebrow ; 
all the Devata w'ill retain the body healthy, and live long, Brumha 
and other Devata will cure you. The sun and irtc^on will do the 
same thing, as also Naradn ; parbufn proplicts, flrc,(B:iyu, Indra and 
other Devata. Bramlui composed this ])rayer, and will increase the 
age of the repeater ; may it be propitious, and the pain will always 
disappear. 

Bramha preserve you, and the Devata, and Chandra and Surjya 
preserve you. May you live long, and be quickly restored to health." 

The patient is then to be taken to his own apartmemt, and the 
physician is to give the necessary directions regarding his diet ; 
which should be very light aud spare, and the patient must avoid 
exercise, laughing, expressions of anger, pleasure or grief. See. On 
the third day the bandages are to be opened and clean ones substi- 
tuted. Should the bandages be opened on the second day, the 
wound will not be sufficiently united, and it will retard the cure, 
and increase the patient's suffering ; should the pain continue for 
several days, and be severe, with heat and swelling, the leaves of 
bitter plants are to be boiled and applied^ to the part. When tents 
are used they should be removed every tliird day, and they arc to 
be continued as long pus flows from the part. 

Means of removing foreign substances from the body. 

There are two kinds of such extraneous substances, one of which 
is firmly fixed in the body, and the oilier is loose. 

The first is the only kind requiring remarks. They are some- 
times removed by drawing out, or by thrusting through the part. 
If at the time of wounding, the person faints ; water is first to be 
thrown upon his face. After the blood has been discharged, from 
the wound ; heat, oil and ghee, and the like are lo be applied to the 
part. Then apply ghee and honey over the wound, bind up the 
part 5 aud order diet, &c., as usual If a vessel or tendon be wound- 
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•d the inetniment is to be removed by pincers. If it has disap- 
peared under the swelling it is to be pressed, so as to force out the 
iron ; or if there be barbs ; enlarge the wound and so remove the 
arrow. If it has penetrated the bone, it is to be removed with force, 
and if required a string may be tied to the tooth of an elephant or, 
neck of a horse and thus forcibly removed, or with a bent branch of 
a tree. If in the throat, the extraneous matter may be discharged 
by thrusting down a hot iron to dissolve it or soften it and so re- 
move it. In such cases, the hot iron is passed through a metallic tube. 
A Probang, for removing fish bontes, is usual ; by drinking fluids 
and emetics it is also dislodged ; this may also be done by beating 
the person upon the back of the neck. 

There are 15 modes of removing extraneous substances: — 

1. Swabhaba . — When removed by the natural discharges, as 
by the tears. 

2. Pachana , — Medicines to promote suppuration, which will be 
discharged with tho pus and blood. 

3. Badhana . — By a slight incision. 

4. Darana , — By longer incisions. 

5. Pirana , — By pressure. 

6. Pramarjana , — By washing, by warmth, or by a hair cloth 
or hand. 

7. Bidmapana , — By blowing, as a substance introduced into 
the larynx, which produces great irritation and strong efibrU of 
coughing, &c. 

8. ifamana . — By emetics. 

fr. Birachana , — If the extraneous substances have passed to 
Pokosio, purgatives are to be given. 

10. Prakhalona . — If pus o? blood be retained in a place, they 
are removed by warming.^ 

11. Pramarsa , — If in the nostrils, errhines are to be 
used. 

12. Prabahana , — If air, urine, and dejections are not dischar- 
ged ; or the fetus is retained ; and are not rem ved by the efforts 
of the person, they are to be discharged by manual means. 

13. Achusana . — When air is deranged, or water, or poison 
deranges the blood ; or there is bad milk in the mammae, this milk 
is to be removed by sucking or cupping, as the poison of serpents 
are extracted. 

14. Yaskan(a*^h. loadstone may be used when the substance 
is straight, and is not tightly embedded in ti e flesh. 

15. Harsa , — When gri^ is the cause, joy will remove it. 

When the foreign substances produce fever, ^nc awncfs^ swellii^ 

sapporatioQ and death. 
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Wounds, Acute Ulcers, (Soda Bruno,) 

Wounds are produced by accidents and are of various shapes and 
forms. There is one kind which is simple^ and another is compli- 
cated with the presence of a foreign body. Wounds vary with the 
part wounded, and the instruments by which they are inflicted, 
^hen the skin is wounded, it .changes its colour, swells, and is 
hard. If in the Jlesh the swelling is greater, the wound gapes, dis. 
charges thick matter like ghee, and does not scab. 

When a vessel is wounded it is accompanied with much pain, 
blood flows from the wound which swells, and when it suppurates 
pus is discharged. When tendons are wounded they swell and the 
discharge is like ghee or phlegm from the nose mixed with blood. 

When bone is fractured various degrees of |Mdn are produced ; 
the marrow disappears, and the colour of the boiie changes to that 
of a cockle shell. Pus and marrow are diseharged from such 
wounds. 

The six varieties of wounds are as follows 

1st. Chhinna, or incised wounds, with a large open surface. 

2nd. Bhinna, or penetrating wounds, as by pointed instruments, 
as the horn of a cow, &c. ; this wound discharges little externally, 
when it penetrates a ca'^ity it Alls it with blood, and the contents 
of the organ ; ibis is followed by fever, thirst, loss of appetite, 
difficult breathing, and the stoppage of the secretions, as urine 
and sweating. When the stomach is wounded it is accompaiued 
with a vomiting of blood, and a swelling of the abdomen with 
severe pain. When the small intestines are wounded there is 
much pain, heaviness of the part, cold extremities, &c. 

3rd. Biddha, or punctured wound, when the sharp pointed and 
narrow instrument is removed, or is retained in the wound. 

4th. Khata, this is composed of the two last, being accompa- 
nied with destruction of the superficial {Arts. Or it is a contused 
wound. 

5th. PickCta, when by pressure, or the weight of a heavy sub- 
stance fracturing the bones, ^d injuring the soft parts, the wound 
is filled with marrow and blood. 

6th. Ghrista, or bruised by coming in contact with a hard 
body. 

Treatment. 

In the four first kinds of wounds, there is a large discharge of 
blood. If there is severe pain apply poultices made of animal flesh 
and the like, with fomentations, followed by cold applications ; an 
oily glysteris to be adftiinistered internally; and ghee* prepared 
with medidnes which correct, or diminish the diseased air. 
lu the two last kinds of wounds there is a slight disdiaige of 
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hlool) ; And in such cases if there is not a loss of blood from the 
part, much inflammation and suppuration will be the consequence. 
In such cases, cold applications are to be used. This is the gene- 
ral treatment of all wounds. 

The following is the treatment to be pursued in particular cases : 

When the wound is near the head with a flap of skin, it is to be 
sowed, and a bandage applied to support the part. If the ear is 
separated it is to be restored to its natural position, and by sutures 
and a bandage it is to be kept there. 

When the windpipe is wounded, and the air passes through it, 
sow the wound closely, put some ghee of the goat, and over it a 
circula^ bandage. The person should be kept on his back, and 
should take only fluid food. If the extremities are severely wound- 
ed with fracture of the bone, retain the parts in their natural po- 
sition, apply oil, and a roller over them. In woimds of the back 
part of the body, the person is to be supported lying on his back, 
taking care that no pressure is made upon the wound. If on the 
breast, he is to be placed upon his breast in the same way. This 
direction is given in order to avoid the matter collecting within the 
wound. 

When an extremity is separated, immediately pour boiling oil on 
the surface. Then apply a cap-formed bandage, and remedies tn 
heal the wound. The following oil is recommended for healing 
wounds : — Take of a decoction of 

Chandana, (Sirium myrtifolium.) 

Podmoka, (Mentha sativa,) 

Ragadhra, (Amaranthus atropurpuVcus.) 

• Upala, (Salvinia verticillata.) 

Prtungu, (Panicum Italicum.) 

Hurdira, (Curcuma longa.) 

Mudhuka, (Bassia latifolia.) 

Porscea, (Galega purpurea.) 

mix, boil, and strain for use. 

The unfavourable symptoms of wounds, are great fever and heat 
of the body, a collection of blood in the part, cold extremities, red- 
ness of the eyes, stoppage of the evacuations, delirium, giddiness, 
convalsions, difficulty of breathing, severe pain, with a serous dis- 
charge from the wound. The senses become obtuse. 

Severe wounds are sometimes accompanied with erysipelas, teta- 
nus, madness, hectic fever, cough, vomiting, diarrhoea, hiccough, 
shivering, &c. 

If the* eye is divided the sight is lost, but if displaced withimt 
injuring the nerves, it is to be eaieAiUy returned with the assist- 
ance of a water-lily, and aiyly ghoe as aa errhine. 
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Means of improving, and forming new Ears and Noses. 

A particular ceremony is performed for boring the ears of chil- 
dren» which it is not necessary to describe. As ornaments are 
hung from the ears, it is of consequence to remove defects^from 
them. Sushruta gives directions for performing fifteeen different 
operations. However, the experienced Surgeon will vary the ope- 
ration according to the circumstanced of the case, and according to 
the nature of the defect. Sometimes these are produced by acci- 
dents, or by internal causes. If the helix or antihelix are defective 
the body of the external ear is to be half cut through so as to 
bind it in the natural position. If there is a deficiency in these 
parts, a portion of the skin of the same size and figure is to be 
raised from the cheek, the blood stopped, and a bandage applied 
so as to keep the parts together of the natural figure and shape. 
The patient should not sleep during the day, should not eat much, 
should remain in a cool situation, and av^d fatigue. When the 
part is properly healed, apply oleaginous ointment, prepared with 
wax, oil, and fat. When the parts are healed tp the lobe may be 
pierced according to custom. 

If not properly performed many bad consequences will follow 
these operations, as indurated swellings, ulcers, &c. 

When the nose is cut ojf, or destroyed hy diseases. — The former 
is a frequent punishment in the native courts. A fresh leaf is first 
cut of exactly the size of the nose, it is then to be placed upon 
the cheek, and the necessary quantity of skin and cellular mem- 
brane is to be dissected. The nose is then to be scarified, and 
after dissecting up the flap it is to be placed upon the raw part of 
the nose to which it will adhere. Sutures and bandages are applied 
to keep the parts together. After the bandage has been applied, 
a couple of wooden canulae are to be introduced into the nostril to 
allow breathing, and to support the new nose. A piece of linen 
cloth previously soaked in oil is to be applied over the bandage. 
'Au aperient is then to be given tq the patient, and his general 
health is to be attended to. Shotfld any other deficiency of the 
nose be present it may be supplied in the usual manner. If the 
nose should be deformed it may be reduced in size by the knife. 

Accidents. 

Fractures and dislocations are produced either by falls, pressure, 
blows, by sudden and violent extension, and other incidents of 
violence. 

Dislocations cither lengthen or shorten flie joint, or it is turned 
inwards or outwards, is tender and painful, which is much increas- 
ed by the least movement. There are six varieties 
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1. Vtpista when the dislocated joint is crushed a^d swelled, 
both above and below, with much pain, which increases at night. 

2. Bislistia or separated. In this variety there is less swelling, 
the pain is continued, and the movements of the joint are totally 
lost. 

3. BiharfMa, when the joint is twisted. 

4. Tirjokhepta, when one part of the joint is turned outward 
with severe pain. 

5. Otkhepta^ when one of the bones of a joint are dislocated 
while the other remains in its usual place. 

6. Abakhffta, when a bone is forced downward with much pain. 

There are twelve varieties of Fractures : — 

1. Korkotaka, when the fracture is in the middle of the bone 
with swelling. 

2. Aswakuma, in which the bone protrudes like the ear of a 
horse. 

3. Chumta, when accompanied with bruises and the bone is 
crushed. 

4. Pichchita, when depressed by a heavyweight without swelling. 

5. Astheechulleta, when a small part of the bone is elevated. 

6. Kandahhagna, when a larger bone is fractured and disabled. 

7. Majdmugoda, when the broken part of the bone enters the 
same bone. 

8. Atipatta, when the fractured bone is separated. 

9. Bokora, partial fracture. 

10. Cheena^ when only a small part remains undivided. 

1 1 . Pdtta, when comminuted without pain. 

12. Sphutita, when the bone is swelled with small openings. 

A fracture is distinguished from a simple swelling of ^he part, 
by the crepitating noise when moved, by the looseness and pain 
in the part, and by the great uneasiness. 

Treatment, — Fractures do not unite quickly in those persons 
who eat little, and who are intemperate, or when accompanied with 
severe diseases. Such patients should not use salt, astringent and 
acid food, also connexion with women, exposure to the weather, 
fatigue. They should not take dry food, but use rice, animal 
broths, milk, ghee, and such like nourishing food. For these frac- 
tures use a decoction made of the bark of the Modukd^ Urumbora, 
Os§oka, Palassa, and then apply splints of bamboo. A bandage is 
to be renewed eveiy seventh day in the cold weather, in temperate 
weather every fifth day, and in hot weather every third day, or 
aeoording to the individual drcnmstances of the case. . The band- 
it should neither be too loose, nor too tight. In the first case 
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the apposite of the broken bones is not sufficient, and in the latter 
case it will* produce much pain, swelling and inflammation. Cold 
astringent decoctions of the barks of different trees are to be ap- 
plied ; such as 

Nagrodha, Citrus aurantium. 

Bata, Millingtonia pinnata. 

Aswatha, Ficus religiosa, &c. 

The part should be kept perfectly at rest, and every care should 
be taken to prevent suppuration. 

After a few days warm oil should be applied to the part prepared 
with different drugs, according as the air, bile, and phlegm are 
affected. 

Compound Fractures , — Apply ghee and honey to the wound, 
with astringent decoctions ; and then follow the same plan of treat* 
ment as recommended for simple fractures. 

Fractures are easily united in youth, and they require usually 
one month for the cure ; in middle age tlvo months ; and in old 
age three months. In order to reduce a fractUOre, the bone that 
overlaps another is to be drawn down. 

The following fractures are always dangerous 4— 

When one or more bones of the head are fractured, when thp 
fracture is comminuted ; when the thigh bone or pelvis arc frac- 
tured ; when the fracture extends to joints, when the fracture is 
produced from a fall from a great height. Fractures are also dan- 
gerous when the person is very weak, or very old, has old ulcers, 
leprosy, and when bad symptoms of deranged bayu are present. 

In the Treatment of Dislocations. 

First apply fomentations and warm oleaginous applications with 
frictions so as to soften and relax the parts. The surgeon will 
then reduce the dislocation by forcing the bone out of its new posi- 
tion, and by pressing and binding the joint in the opposite direction 
from that in which it has been displaced, so as to allow the bone to 
slip into its natural position. 

When the hip or knee-joint are dislocated, the extension must 
be made with a kind of pully called chakra. The patient should 
then be placed in a bed and the part kept at rest. When of long 
standing, fomentations and oily frictions are to be diligently ap- 
plied before the reduction is to be made. 

A dislocated rib is to be reduced by pressing with the thumb 
and second finger, after the soft parts have been well relaxed by 
being rubbed with ghecr A proper splint and bandage, is then to 
be applied. 

The dislocated humerus is to be reduced by pulling the bone 
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strongly downwards, or along the side after a pillow or ball has 
been put in the axilla ; when the bone will slip into its j^ace. The 
joint is then to be surrounded with a bandage which passes round 
the axilla and the neck in the form of 8. This bandage is called 

SwaMctk. 

The dislocated ethow-joint is to be reduced by the extension and 
flection of the fore-arms, while pressure is made by the thumb and 
fingers upon the displaced head of the hone. 

The same means are to be employed in order to reduce the dis- 
locations of the wrist and ancle joints. 

When the bones of the neck are dislocated, it is to be reduced 
by a person placing his thumbs under the angles of the jaw-bone, 
and fingers upon the side of the neck and drawing the head slowly 
upwards, while another person retains the body at rest. When 
the dislocation is reduced, the person is to be kept in an erect posi- 
tion for a week. 

The dislocation of the lower jaw is to be reduced by drawing it 
downwards, when the bone will slip into its place ; the part is then 
to be rubbed with warm ghee, and a four tailled bandage is to be 
applied over the chin, so that two of the bands are tied behind, 
and two on the top of the head. 

When the bones of the nose are depressed, they are to be raised 
into their natural position by means of an instrument called Shdldkd ; 
a hollow wooden tube is kept in the nostrils, so as to retain the 
bones in their natural position. Ghee is then to be rubbed exter- 
nally over the part. 

After a dislocated bone has been reduced, a plaster is to be ap- 
plied to the part ; consisting of munjista, liquorice, red sandal 
wood, and rice, and are to be all pounded and mixed together. Tlie 
plaster is then to he formed by mixing the powder with ghee which 
has been washed a hundred times in water. This plaster is to be 
continually applied over the dislocated joint, for a considerable time 
afler it has been reduced. Should there be much pain in the part, a 
cold infusion of magrodude, pucha, mulie in milk, and chakra oil 
are to be applied. 

Every morning daring the treatment some prepared ghee mixed 
with such medicines as will improve the health, and keep the 
bowels relaxed, is to be taken. 

In sprains and bruises nothing is to be done, except the applica- 
tions of cold lotions and plasters. In some cases circular band- 
ages wetted with ghee by itself, or mixed witli a decoction of casha 
(a kind of grass), is to be applied over the part. 

The treatment is said to be proper when no deformity is left in 
the part, and it has its natural action. 



BOOK IV. 


PRACTICE OF PHYSIC. 

This Extensive subject will be Considered under some 
Genbrai- Remarks on Disease ; and the Description 
AND Treatment or particular Diseases. 


CHAPTER I. 

General Remarks on Disea$e* 

In this chapter T shall consider the nature, cUssifieaLioii, causes, 
and description of disease, with a few remarks on Pathology as 
explained in the shasters. 

y a lure of Bueasc. 

Disease is distinguisI»od in the shasters by the causes, peculiar 
signs, and effects of certain substances in diminishing or increasing 
particular sets of symptoms, and lastly by Pathology or more pro- 
perly morbid anatomy. 

The nature of disease was explained by the Hindus on the same 
principles as their physiology. Nature, wiiich exhibited the highest 
degree of order in her operations, is liable to occasional irregularities ; 
from the impurities, and the imperfect manner in which the eleim‘nts, 
and qualities, are mixed together. In like manner the liarmonv of 
the humours of the body arc liable to derangement. At oni' time 
the disease is owing to an increase of one of the principal humours, 
at another to iis diminution, with regard to tlie other humours. 
They thus explained the occurrence, and varit tu^ of disease . —The 
soul (Jivita) of tlie body, like the great soul of tiic world, ti ,ulcd to 
retard these derangements, or restore such irregularities. Wbeii 
disorder lias been introduced; the soul, (\ix mcdicairix natural 
tends to reduce the humours that are increased, and to augim ni 
those which are diminished. In like manner certaiu medicines have 
jiecnliar effects in producing these changes, and (liu? assist the s<»ul 
in her salutary influences. 
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As long as the humours remain in due proportion, the individual 
remains in health, as perfect harmony reigns in the universe while 
the elements retain their just proportions ; but, as soon as the har- 
mony is lost, by the assimilation being imperfectly performed, 
derangements of the system are the consequence, and the body 
becomes the prey to disease. Hence, these irregularities in the 
quantity and quality of the humours, are the proximate cause of 
diseases. This is rendered more frequent by the body continually 
undergoing changes by the waste that is going on ; which is made 
up by the supply of alimcut. 

Disease is therefore the pain {duhkha) of the soul, caused by the 
derangement of the humours. 

Classification of IHseases, 

The ancient Hindu Medical writers arranged diseases according 
to their prominent symptoms, and not according to the peculiarity 
of the symi>toins and their combinations, which were influenced by 
the structure and uses of the part, llius they gave the name of 
shfdf to diseases accompanied with much pain ; when accompanied 
with local swelling it is considered as gtdnia, while more general 
swellings were considered under the head of udara. They thus lost 
an important principle in the grouping, and inculcated dangerous 
principles in the treatment of diseases : for some diseases will 
assume the peculiarities of the three diseases. Others })ass from 
the one to the other, while the nature of each of the diseases, and 
the tissue afiected, are quite different ; and require to be treated by 
methods (piite opposite to each other. 

Ill the Ayur Veda medicine is divided into eight chapters, which 
require, it is added, to be carefully studied before a person can he 
successful as a practitioner. But so extensive is the range of the 
subject, that one person cannot successfully exercise all, and he 
requires to confine his attention to one department. The classifica- 
tion in Ayur Veda is as follows : — 

1st. Injuries, and phlegmoid tumours. 

'2ud. Diseases of the senses, and head. 

3rd. Diseases of the whole body, as fever, leprosy, &c. 

4th. Derangement of the faculties, from demoniacal possessions. 

.5th. Diseases of infants, and of nurses. 

Gth. Antidotes. 

7tli. ? Alchcmistry ; and 

8th. The means of increasing the human race. A modification 
of this division is usually followed in the Hindu medical works. 
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Diseases are likewise divided into three kinds^ one of which is 
curabl , another is cured with difficulty, being of a chronic nature, 
and the third class is incurable. Each of these diseases is again 
divided into {irimitive, and consecutive ; external, or internal ; local, 
or general. These again are divided into three varieties : — The first 
is, when one disease has occurred and another follows, which is increas* 
ed by the first, the medicine for which must cure both diseases, but 
particularly the chief. A second variety is when a disease has been 
present without any other; and a third is when the precursory 
symptoms are only present. In such cases medicines are to be given, 
so as to remove the diseased cause. 

Another classification is founded on the origin of diseases, into 
hereditary, and acquired. These, however, are not divided into 
sporadic, epidemic, and endemic classes ; althou^ this is so natural 
a division. The contagious, and non-contagious Mature of diseases, 
and their being communicated from one person to another by medi- 
ate, and immediate contact, was well known to the Hindu physi- 
cians. 

In Charaka, and other works of great authority, diseases are consi- 
dered under four classes The first is called dgmtuka, or accidental 
diseases, and arc produced by external causes, such as accidents and 
poisons. There are two varieties of these diseases, the first being 
corporeal, and the second mental. Medicine will cun^ the one, and 
management the other. 

2d. Nija (Saurlra), bodily diseases, form the three other classes. 
They are caused by eating and drinking improper articles of food ; 
which derange air, bile, and phlegm ; or blood locally, or generally. 
Both Agantuka and Nija^ may affect the mind as well as the body. 

3d. Mdnasa (mental diseases), produced by derangements of the 
mind ; caused by passion, grief, joy, anger, mdice, envy, pride, lust, 
covetousness, delusion, low spirits, &c. 

4th. Swdbhdbika (natural diseases), which act on both mind and 
body in the same manner ; as appetite, thirst, decrepitude, sleep, 
death, &c. 

These four classes of diseases thus act eventually on the soul, as 
well as the body; and may be cured by evacuating superfluous 
humours, and increasing those that arc deficient, by diet, and manage- 
ment {Smhruta). 

Diseases have likewise been divided into two classes : — 

I. Shtutrasitdhya^ or those cured by manual treatment. 

II . Snekddi Krigdaddhya, or those cured by medicine (JSushruta ) . 

The most usual classification of disease is into the following seven 

classes ; — 

Y 2 
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1st. Adibaht prubnltu or hereditary diseases. This is explained 
by the mother’s blood, and seminal secretions of the father being 
affected with certain diseases, which are conveyed to their children ; 
these diseases are hemorrhoides, phthisis, dyspepsia, epilepsy, lepro- 
sy, and elephantiases. (Menu, p. 60. chap. 3. s. 7.) 

By care and attention these hereditary taints may be retarded in 
their appearance, and even prevented from developing themselves. 
In other cases such taints produce other diseases. 

2d. Janmabalprabritta (disease of the embryo). When the 
mother does not take care of her food, exercise, &c., this class of 
disease is produced. From these causes the infant may be bom 
blind, deaf, dumb, dwarfish in size, &c. 

3d. Doshahalprabritta (diseases of the humours) caused by in- 
temperance. Some are produced from the stomach, some from the 
intestines, some affect the whole body, others only the mind. 

4th. Sanghiitahalprabritta, or accidental, as w'hen caused by 
wounds, poison, &c. 

5th. Kalabalprahritta, diseases caused by cold, heat, rain, 
storms, &c. 

6th. Daihahalprabritta, When improper actions are perform- 
ed, a class of disease of the most loathsome appearance, and incurable 
nature are supposed to be produced ; such as by the abuse of the 
Deities, or Brahmans, the contempt of spiritual preceptors, and other 
heinous offences. Such can only be cured by a course of severe and 
long continued penance, by mysterious performances, and liberality 
to the sacred Brahmans. In the present day these causes sometimes 
are so aggravated that the sacrifice of the person’s life is not sufficient 
for its purification, as is leprosy. Among the ignorant the only 
means of preventing this is supposed to be by sacrificing them- 
selves in the sacred Ganges, and it not unfrequently happens that, 
instigated by friends, tlicse miserable and deluded persons drown 
themselves in the sacred stream, as an expiation for their supposed 
sins. 

Another division of this class of disease is produced by contact, by 
breathing the same air, eating together, sitting upon the same seat, 
wearing the same clothes, or ornaments, of a person labouring under 
the disease. In this manner Leprosy may be propagated. 

7th. Swabhababaiaprabritta, or natural diseases, give pain to 
the soul ; such as thirst, appetite, age, sleep, and death. This class 
is again divided into the timely and untimely. 

WTien Hie principal humours (rlhdht) are deranged, the disease is 
called by the name of the humour affected ; such as rasaja (chyle 
diseases), among which are dyspepsia, pain of the body, &c. ; 
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raktaja^ or diseases of the blood, such as leprosy, erysipelas, &c. ; 
Mungmja, or diseases of the flesh, such as fleshy tumours, &c. 

Causes of Disease. 

Char aka, as we have seen, divides disease into three classes, men- 
tal, bodily, and accidental ; which he supposed were situated in the 
semen, chyle, or bloodv The general causes of diseases are also 
three, proceeding from matter or objects of sense (prtoK), such as 
vision, smell, sound, taste, and touch ; the second from improper 
exercise, and the third from the seasons. Thus diseases are 
caused by improper exposure to too much, or too little light ; to 
too severe, or too little exercise ; to a season of too great heat, 
or too much or too little rain, cold, &c. These are the three general 
causes of disease. They act in this manner ; when a person is too 
much exposed to light, as by looking at the sun, blindness will be 
the result. Dyspepsia will be produced by being exposed to bad 
odours. As an examjde of improper exercise, that of carrying heavy 
weights produces Hemoptysis ; and by irregularities of the seasons. 
Cholera, Fever, Dysentery, &c., are produced. 

There are also three sorts of medicines : one sort that cleans the 
body when taken internally, as emetics, purgatives, &c., anotlier 
sort purifles the external body when applied externally, as oil, dia- 
phoretics, bathing ; and the third kind is the use of knives, or in- 
struments ; fire, and escharotics. 

Charaka states also that there are three objects of enquiry in this 
world, the first and cliief enquiry b^'ing the means of lu’cserving life; 
the second, the mcaiis of acquiring wealth ; and lastly the means of 
obtaining beatitude in the next world. 

There are three means of preserving life, proper food, sleep, and 
proper government of the senses and j)assions. The means of ac- 
quiring wealth are such as are not at variance with virtue and reli- 
gion, such as mercantile transactions, the service of government, and 
husbandry. We should not envy the wealth of others, but strid e to 
follow their example. The acquisition of happiness for another world 
will he obtained by study, by a virtuous marriage, by performing 
fhe sacrifices pointed out in the sliasters, governing the passions, 
avoiding envy, evil thoughts, by speaking the truth, by hospitality 
to strangers, by the society of the learned and the good, and by 
prayers to God. 

The particular causes of disease are those which aflect the air, bile, 
phlegm, and blood. 

Another form of disease is produced by sin, which is to be sus- 
pected, when a disease is not cured by the means pointed out by the 



198 


shastcrs. These diseases are called karmuja, and are to be cured 
bj good actions, by prayers, by certain forms of penance, &c. “ If 
the disease is incurable, let the patient advance in a straight path, 
towards the invisible north-eastern point, feeding on water and air, 
till his mortal frame totally decay, and his sotd Wome united with 
the Supreme Being.** (Menu. p. 175, ch. vi. s. 31.) 

The exciting causes of the diseases of air, are fighting with 
strong men, too much exercise, venery, much study, especially at 
night, severe cold and rainy seasons, &c. The exciting causes of 
the diseases of bile, are anger, grief, fear, fasting, indigestible food, 
acid, and pungent food, &c. The exciting causes of phlegm diseases 
are sleeping in the day time, want of exercise, sweet and salt food, 
drinking too much fluids, eating too much, &c. The causes of the 
disease of the blood are the same as those producing bilious diseases, 
also sleeping during the day, exposure to heat, too much exercise, 
indigestible food, improper mixtures of food, &c. 

Another cause of disease is when they proceed from other dis- 
eases. In this case the original disease disappears leaving the new 
one to follow its usual course. The original disease in other cases 
remains, and may produce a second disease. Thus from enlarged 
spleen, fever and dropsy are produced ; from piles, dyspepsia, and 
gulma» 

Description of diseases. 

The descriptions of disease in the Hindu writers are generally 
distinct and satisfactory, though often at variance with some of our 
theoretical notions ; sometimes, however, from the imperfect list of 
symptoms given, it is difficult to distinguish the disease intended to 
be described, especially as it sometimes appears that the Physicians 
mistook an accidental combination of a few symptoms, for a dis- 
tinct disease ; and in other cases, placed under varieties, distinct 
diseases. 

The description of a disease is usually commenced with an enu- 
meration of the supposed causes, situation, and humours deranged, 
as indicated by the symptoms, and the varieties produced by the 
hmnours affected. 

Before considering the description of particular diseases, it will be 
necessary to consider the indications of the morbid changes of the 
humours, which en^r into all the diseases. By these indications, 
the physician is able to kuow the increase or diminution of any of 
the humours, which will regulate the particular treatment wi^h 
he is to follow. 

The seven essential parts of the body (dh&tu) produce various 
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diieases by a preternatural increase, or diminution of their quan- 
tity 

Ist. When chyle (raaa) is increased, it produces want of appe- 
tite, heaviness of the body, as if too much had been eaten, weakness 
of digestion, large secretion of saliva and phlegm, languor and 
lassitude, stretching, giddiness, nausia, vomiting, and fever. When 
chyle is diminished the person is subject to diseases of the breast, 
his skin is pale, his body becomes light, weak, the eyes become 
diseased, &c. In such cases the chyle is thin ; the person has a 
depraved taste, is restless, and grey hairs appear early in life. 

2d. When the blood is increased the body feels heavy ; the 
body and the eyes have a red colour, with a burning sensation, 
eruptions appear over the body ; and the person feels giddy, has no 
appetite, and his urine is red. He is subject to piles, bloody dis- 
charges, and baldness. Females in such cases are subject to 
menorrhagia. Such a state predisposes the person to attacks of 
inflammation of different viscera, and, the formation of large 
abscesses ; to leprosy, rheumatism, erysipelas ^bharpa), &c. When 
the blood is diminished preternaturally, the skin appears dry ; the 
person feels a desire for sour things, and the vessels appear empty. 

3d. When the flesh is morbidly increased, &e body feels heavy, 
the muscular parts increase in size, the abdomen enlarges, and the 
person is subject to coughs, asthma, &c. When diminished ; the 
loins, cheeks, lips, penis, thighs, breast, axillas, hips, abdomen and 
neck, become thin, the whole body dries up, with pains ; and the 
large vessels diminish in size. 

4th. When the fat is increased, the surface of the body has a 
shining appearance, it produces languor and fatigue after slight 
exertion, thirst, perspiration of a disagreeable smell, bronchocele, 
diseases of the lips, gonorrhoea, cough and asthma, and an increase 
in the size of the belly, buttocks, neck, and breast. 

When diminished the part becomes flabby, and the joints lax, 
the body dries up, and soft food is desired. 

As a disease fatness is produced by smearing the body with oil, 
by eating frequently, by want of exercise, by sleeping during the day ; 
by sweet, or oily urine ; and by increased phlegm. Such a state 
produces difliculty of breathing, thirst, appetite, a desire to sleep, 
perspiration, and a bad smell of the body, which becomes unwieldy. 
The person cannot speak distinctly, nor work ; •there is a diminished 
desire for women, as the vessels are filled, and the circulation is 
imperfectly performed. The other essential parts which are pro- 
do^ from the fat are imperfectly formed, and the strength is 
diminished. 
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Such a person is liable to attacks of diabetes and gonorrhoea, 
eruptions, terminating in large abscesses, fistula-in-ano, &c. In such 
a person, disease is always more dangerous according as tlic accu- 
mulated fat fills the vessels. 

The causes of thinness^ are what increases the air of the body, 
such as much work, frequent connexion with women, study, fear, 
grief, sorrow, want of sleep, thirst, and not eating and drinking 
enough to satisfy the appetite. This state of the body is likewise 
produced by whatever diminishes the essential parts of the body, 
and dries up the chyle. 

This state of the body produces appetite and thirst, and the per- 
son is easily affected with cold, heat, wind, and rain. Snch a person 
is weak, breathes with difficulty, is subject to diseases of air, to 
jattacks of spleen, and d^’^spepsia, from the diminution of internal 
heat. In this state of the body, every disease is aggravated, and 
the causes increasing this state should be a\oided. Various vege- 
table infusions, with nourishing and sweet food, arc used to increase 
the size of the body. In like manner milk, curdled milk, ghee, 
flesh, sleeping during the day, a happy disposition, and certain 
laxatives have the same effect. 

Both great fatness and leanness should be avoided ; and the 
middle state should be considered the most favouraldc state of the 
body. 

Tith. When Bone is increased in the system, it produces additions 
on old bones, and the teeth become large. When it diminishes the 
body dries up, the patient complains of pain in the bones, and the 
teeth and nails become irregular. 

Gth. When the marrow is increased, the body and ryes feel 
lieavy, the person has an increase of semen, and by drying it 
causes a difficulty in passing the urine, which is increased with pain 
and swelling of the dadder. When the marrow is diminished the 
semen diminishes, and there is pain in the bones, which feel empty. 

7th. Wlien the semen is increased, there is aJi iucrcsised dis- 
charge, and calculi form. Its diminution is accompanied with pain 
in the penis and testicles, and the person has no inclination for 
women. 

The state of the excretions produce morbid symptoms, and dis- 
eases : — 

Ist. When the ftsces are increased there is a noise in the belly 
with pain ; and when diminished there is pain in the breast and 
side, and the air makes a noise in the upper part of the abdomen. 

2nd. When urine is increased it produces pain in the bladder, 
riicrc is a frequent desire to perform mictirition, and the evacuation 
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is copious* When dimiuisheil there is pain in the bladder, and the 
urine is scanty. Whatever increases the dejections, removes these 
symptoms. 

3rd. When the perspiration is increased, it has a bad smell, 
and a small eruption appears over the body, which is itchy. When 
it is diminished the roots of the hair become rough, the shin dries, 
and the touch is defective, and depraved. Rubbing the skin with 
oil, and substances which increase perspiration will remove these 
symptoms. 

4th. Menses. When morbidly increased, this discharge has a bad 
smell, and is accompanied with pain, fulness of the breasts, and a 
copious discharge, with weakness. When diminished, the discharge 
is scanty, and does not take place at the usual period, and there is 
pain in the uterus. Those medicines which have the qualities of the 
sun are to be used, to remedy such deficiencies* 

5th. When the Milk is increased in quantity, the mammee are 
large, with pain, and there is a frequent discharge of milk. When 
pretematurally diminished, the mammse are small, with little milk. 
Such medicines should be used as increase the phlegm. 

Diseases of Life (bala and oja, the place or organ of bala) is 
of an oily appearance like ghee, of a white colour, and cool, while 
it remains in its own organ (oja), and is different from the essen- 
tial parts of the body, which retain and support life. Life is situat- 
ed in the breast of the male, and in the abdomen of the female. 
This* is supposed to explain their want of strength and activity, with 
the softness of the body, their happy disposition, their quickness and 
vanity, and the fairness of their bodies. Life is the last formed of 
the humours, and is the chief ; for as long as it remains, the muscles 
continue to perform their offices, and the person's voice, and the 
colour of his body continues good, and the ten senses continue in a 
healthy state. When diminished, the body dries, and without it the 
person dies. Life may be diminished by injuries, by a diminution 
of the seven datu, by anger, grief, fatigue, low spirits, and fasting. 
Sometimes life is increased, and at other times it is prostrated. 
When life changes its usual situation it produces a relaxation of the 
joints ; the person cannot move or work, and air, bile, and phlegm, 
are diminished. In these diseased states of the body it cannot 
move, it is heavy, swelled, and the person is languid, depressed, and 
sleepy. The colour of the body changes, syncopy occurs, the flesh 
diminishes, the person feels weak, followed by death. 

In these cases of diseased life, such articles are to be used, as 
strengthen and retain it in health. Thus bitter, cold, dry, and 
constipating articles of food .are to be avoided ; as also frequent 
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connexion with women, &c. In such cases the body is to be rubbed 
with ghee> oil, and turmerick, with bathing, &c. The food should 
consist of very light articles. 

From the above remarks it appears that a state of health is that 
ill which the air, bile, and phlegm is in just proportion, in which 
the abdominal fire is sufficient, the seven essential parts, and the 
dejections are natural, the semen and mind correct, and the life 
(soul) happy. It is this equilibrium of all these parts that const!-* 
tutes health ; but it is impossible to distinguish the proper proportion 
of each of these parts, as they vary in different individuals. It is 
therefore by the effects of such derangements that we judge of their 
presence. When the senses are not in a perfect state, we know that 
the equilibrium of the parts is destroyed. They also act on each 
other. Thus when the air, bile, and phlegm are diminished, they 
derange the essential parts of the body, as heat diminishes the 
water in a vessel put over it. 

These theoretical opinions led the Hindu Physicians, in their 
description of diseases, to follow the natural order, and to confound 
the accidental, with the pathognomonic symptoms. Hence they 
arranged ^seascs in unnatural groups, from a fancied connection 
between them. Thus fever was considered as a type of a group of 
diseases, in which dysentery, diarrhoea, indigestion, &c., were 
arranged, as these diseases are accompanied, in some cases, with 
fever. 


Section II. 

Diagnosis* 

The nail* of Vishnuy like a sun, enlightened Rishis, who prepar- 
ed the shasters. By a knowledge of these, the nature of disease is 
distinguished by examination, assisted by analogy, thought, and a 
knowledge of the shasters. By these means the physician first finds 
out the nature of the disease his patient is labouring under, the 
medicines ordered by the shasters, and the regimen to be followed. 

The nature of the disease is to be ascertained : — 

1st. By the appearance, as the countenance, tongue, &c. 

2nd. By the feeling, as the pulse, temperature of the body, &c. 

drd. By questions, embracing the country, temperament, and 
history of the disease. 

Other authors state that the disease is known by means of the 
five senses, and asking questions. Thus : 

* That is, so great is Vishnu, that the most insignificant part of him 
sheds lustre upon the most learned of mankind. 
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1st. By hearing lie will distinguish the state o{ the lungs« by the 
peculiar noise of the breathing. 

2nd. By the touch he will mark the state of the body, as to cold 
and heat ; and the state of the skin as to the hardness and softness^ 
roughness and smoothness. 

3rd. By the sight, the physician will know the largeness and 
sinalhicss of the body, with its colour, &c. 

4th. By taste, as in distinguishing diabetic urine, &c. 

5th. By the smell, as of the different discharges from the bod v . 

Lastly, By questions, the physician will find out the countr) . 
and temperament of the sick person, his sex, manner of life, and 
the history of the disease. The pain felt by the patient, the degree 
of his strength, and appetite, and the state of his evacuations. 

These observations are all most necessary in order to arrive at a 
true diagnosis ; and without knowing the disease, the physician will 
be unable to employ the proper means for its cure. 

Pulse, Nothing is said in Charaka and Suiruta regarding the 
pulse ; its condition appeared to be considered of little importance, 
and the remarks on the subject are given under the head of the des- 
cription of each disease. It is to more modern books that I am 
obliged to have recourse for the following description, which is so 
curious that I am induced to add it here. It is principally derived 
from the “ NM-pari/chy/t^ 

Modern Hindu Practitioners rely very much on the state of the 
pulse, in the treatment of disease. In the morning it is cool and 
slow, in the middle of the day it becomes hot and quick, in the 
evening its motion becomes rapid and quick, and at night it again 
becomes cool and slow. 

When the person has the temperament of air it feels zigzag ; in 
hile it is frequent ; and in the temperament of phlegm it is slow and 
full. Hindu Physicians suppose that the pulse possesses a peculiar 
character in every disease. This idea is strengthened by their sa- 
cred writings. ‘‘ The Theory of the pulse is so obscure and myste- 
rious, that in heaven even physiciairs do not know it thoroughly. 
When it is to be consulted the patient ought to abstain from food, 
from OGcupatimi, from the bath, and the use of oil ; to avoid cold and 
heat, and to remain at ease and awake, for some time before the phy- 
sician arrives. It is only then that the pulse can be properly con- 
sulted.’* 

The pulse is considered from its incessant movements, as a proof 
that there is a soul, or life, in the body. It may be felt at eiglil 
different parts of the body ; at the two wrists, at the two feet, at the 
* By an anonymous author stated to be written by Siba. 
z 2 
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neck, above the collar bone, and on the two alii of the nose. The 
seat of the pulse of the foot is near the inside of the heel, where it 
should be felt by two fingers ; in the two hands at the wiist, where 
it should be examined by three fingers. The pulse should be exa- 
mined several times, by slightly raising the arm, and extending the 
fingers, and the right hand of the physician should feel the pulse, 
while the left should support the elbow joint of the patient. In the 
neck, above the collar bone and the nose, the pulse should be ex- 
amined with two fingers. These are the seats of the principal 
pulse, and by them it is known whether there is life or not, in the 
body. The Physician will also know, by feeling these pulses, that 
the person is sick or healthy, and whether he will live or die. 

When the physician and sick person have risen in the morning 
and performed ablutiojis, and their other prescribed duties, and are 
seated on a clean mat, and in an agreeable situation, the state of the 
pulse is then to be examined. A person who is not acquainted with 
the different pulses will not be able to appreciate them, and such a 
person ought not to be respected. 

Tlie pulse of the women should be felt at the left side of their 
necks, left hand, and nose ; and of men on the right side of these 
parts. These pulses are over the whole body, and should be con- 
sidered as the healthy, or sick pulses. The wrist is the best place 
to examine them. The pulse of the following persons, like a river in 
a storm, cannot be properly examined until they rest two hours. 1 st. 
Soou after washing or bathing. 2 nd. At the usual time of dinner 
or just after eating. 3rd. A hungrj^ person. 4 th. One who is 
thirsty. 5 th. 'When heated by walking in the rays of the sun. 
Ctli. After severe exercise, as fighting. 7 th. After riding. 8 th. 
After anointing the body with oil, or when sleepy. 9 th. A pregnant 
woman, or soon after cliild-birth. lOth. One who bears a heavy 
load ; and llth. After sleeping during the dav. 

In each disease there arc peculiarities of the pulse. In fever the 
pulse becomes very frequent and hot, but when air predominates 
the pulse vibrates. When Bile predominates the pulse is very rapid, 
and jumping like a frog, and when Phlegm predominates in fever it 
becomes very full and slow. When two or three of the humours 
predominate, the pulse has the peculiarities of the combination. 

In Byeentery and Diarrhcea the pulse becomes cold and weak, in 
chronic diarrhoea it becomes full, and sometimes rapid and slow. 

In Piles the pulse b»‘''omes depressed in the middle, quick, and 
zigzag. 

In Dispepeia it is fi 4 *. 

In Cholera it is deep, and very weak. 
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In Womu it is frequent, rapid, and weak. 

In Jaundice it is frequent, sometimes full, and sometimes slow. 

In Hemorrhage the pulse is sometimes quick, and sometimes 
slow, and hard. 

In PhtheHa Pvlmonalis it is slow, and very weak. 

In Ccfugh it is irregular and frequent. 

In Asthma it is very hard and quick. 

In Hiccough it is very quick. 

In Vomiting it is slow and irregular. 

In Syncopy it is full. 

In Delirium Tremens (pdniUyaya) it is very hard and full. 

Urine. The remarks on the urine in the wicient shasters arc 
made under each disease. It is recommended to be examined in the 
morning, and received into a clean vessel. When changed by the 
increased quantity of air its colour will be gray, and will cause a 
slight smarting when voided. If changed by an excess of bile its 
colour will be red, and it will produce pain at the glans penis, at the 
time of being discharged. When phlegm predominates the urine 
will be white, thick, and frothy. In such cases the sick person will 
be of a weak, and melancholy habit of body. When two or three 
of the humours are diseased, it will take the colour of the peculiar 
mixture. 

Tongue. When the increase of air occurs, the tongue turns to 
a yellow colour, becomes uneven, rough, and the papillae prominent, 
like a cow's tongue. When an increase of bile takes place, the 
tongue becomes of a red, or brown colour, and becomes rough ; and 
when the increase of phlegm occurs, then the tongue becomes of a 
white colour, with a thick coating, and moist. When the three are 
deranged the sick person’s tongue becomes black-coloured, and some- 
times very rough. When two are deranged two, or when three, the 
symptoms of three states are observed. When dying the tongue is 
strsught, and becomes dry, pale, and shining. In such a severe 
disease very few grains of life remain. 


Section III. 

Prognostics. 

As a flower prognosticates the future fruit, smoke the severity of 
fire, and the clouds the near approach, and the severity of the com- 
ing shower, so certain symptoms prognosticate the favourable, or 
fatal result of a disease. These signs, however, are often but slightly 
apparent to the general eye, and can only be detected by the eye ol 
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an experienced physician. In other cases the death ot the patient 
having fatal symptoms may be everted by the intercessions of holy 
Brahmans, or by the use of medicines which produce longivity. An 
accomplished physician should study prognostics, and make allowance 
for the cure of certain cases. He may otherwise boast that he will 
cure complicated, or incurable cases ; by which he will lose his credit. 

The prognostics of disease are either favourable, or fatal. These 
depend on various circumstances in each particular case ; which are 
obtained from the messenger sent, and collateral circumstances, and 
lastly from the symptoms of each disease. A few remarks on each 
of these will next be given. 

1st, The ap^^carance of the messenger, his dress, and his man- 
ner of speaking will influence the prognosis. In like manner his 
actions, the time of the day he reaches the physician, and other cir- 
cumstances should influence the physician’s prognosis. On calling 
the physicians, the following signs, or omens, are considered un- 
favourable. When there are many men or women collected, or 
following each other, to call the physician. When the messenger 
sees a man arrive riding on an ass, camel, or in a carriage {dk &) ; or 
if he has a stick, or string, or a sharp instrument, ripe fruit, &c., in 
his hand. When he is dressed in red, or black, or in wet clothes. 
When the messenger is very sorry, and expresses his fear. When 
the messenger is defective in a member, is deformed, or has a dis- 
gusting appearance. When the person sent speaks in unfavourable 
language of the sick person, when he is anointed with oil, &c. When 
the person, who calls the physician, has a shoe or skin in his hand, 
or is scratching his feet or other parts of his body with his nails, or 
is crying : All these occurrences are unfavourably, as to the event of 
the disease. 

It is also considered bad when the physician is called at noon- 
day, at midnight, early in the morning and evening, when he has 
his face turned to the south, or when he is eating or naked ; anoint- 
ing himself, is asleep, or is in an unclean place. Also when doing 
any thing with fire, is fatigued, is performing the funeral services of 
his relations, &c. 

The kind of disease varies its prognostic ; when the patient is af- 
fected with a bilious disease, or when he has arrived in a very hot 
state, and finds the physician near the fire, it is unfavourable. It 
will be favourable when the person is affected with phlegm, or 
cold diseases. Wlien the messenger is dressed in white clothes, 
is a handsome and fair person, is of the same caste as the patient, 
comes in a carriage with a cow, and is not impatient, are favoura- 
ble signs. 
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When the messenger finds the physician sitting in a clean place, 
with his face towards the cast, and the messenger has in his hands 
a water-pot full of water with an umbrella, they are favourable signs. 

Should the physician on passing to the patient see a woman with 
her son, or a cow with her calf ; or a virgin well dressed and adorn- 
ed with jewels, or sees fish, or unripe fruit, butter-milk or flowers ; 
or meets a Kaja, secs a strong fire, or a horse running, or a goose 
walking, or sees and hears peacocks, these prognosticate a favourable 
result to the patient’s disease. 

If the physician sitting by the side of his patient, the patient 
rubs one hand against another, scratches his W'k, answers ques- 
tions with his face upwards, draws the bed-clothes, or shakes his 
hand, or constantly moves his head or puts the physician's hand to 
his breast or head. These arc unfavourable signs. 

The prognostics will depend upon the complication and kind of 
disease which affects the patient, and the peculiar violence of parti- 
cular symptoms. 

The severity and nature of the disease will depend on the nature 
of the essential parts of the body affected. While the skin, flesh, 
and blood are affected, the phlegm and air are tlie humours diseas- 
ed. When the three humours are not affected, and marrow alone 
vitiated, t]\c disease admits of relief, if not of cure. When the fat, 
marrow, or bone is affected, and two or three of the humours are 
vitiated, one of them being the bile, the disease is incurable. This 
forms the complicated form of disease, which is always more diflicult 
to cure than when a sin^c humour, or the presence of a single dis- 
ease exists. The eight most severe forms of disease are, nervous 
disease, as tetanus, paralysis, &c., gonorrhoea (prameha), leprosy 
(kushtha), piles (arahah), fistula-in-ano (bhagandara), stone (aahma- 
ri)f unnatural presentations of the foetus, and dropsical swellings 
of the abdomen (udara). These eight arc the most severe diseases, 
and are cured with great difficulty. 

In general the prognosis is to be favourable when the patient’s 
voice remains unaltered, when he awakes from sleep without agita- 
tion, when eating rather cools than heats the body, and when the sick 
person does not forget his God, but prostrates himself daily in 
prayer with humility and resignation. The unfavourable symptoms 
are the opposite of the above, with indigestion, irregular and ob- 
structed excretions, head-ache, redness of the eyes, loss of voice, 
generation of worms in wounds and ulcers ; from which bloody, and 
foetid discharges proceed. 

If in any disease the patient is very thin and weak, with difficul- 
ty of breatfiing, thirst, dryness of the body, vomiting and fever, 
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these are bad symptoms. If fainting, diarrhoea, hiccough, occot in 
the course of the disease they will not be cured. If swelling of the 
body occurs in the course of nervous disease without feeling in the 
skin, with shaking, swelling of the abdomen, with wind accompani- 
ed with pain,* or other such symptoms, the disease will destroy the 
person. 

If the white part of the body suddenly becomes black, without 
any previous cause, and the blood changes its colour: When the 
other internal parts do not remain in the usual condition, whether 
that be rest or motion ; if any large organ diminishes in size, or be- 
comes large ; what is long becomes short, or short long ; if bodies 
that should be discharged remain, and if those that should remain 
arc discharged ; or if the members naturally hot become cold, 
shining become dull, moist become dry, they are dangerous signs. 
When members cannot move, or have an unnatural smell, or cannot 
perform their office, or are removed from their natural position, if 
they open, or are discharged outwardly, or inwardly, are heavy, or 
light, the person will soon die. 

If in the morning perspiration occurs on the forehead ; or tears 
always fall without any disease of the eyes ; if the dandriff in the 
hair is of the colour of the powder of the cow’s litter : if a pigeon, 
&c. perches on the head of the person; if, without eating, there is 
a great discharge of dejections ; or when there are no dejections, 
and tlie person eats freely, it is deadly. If the chest or mamillse 
swell ; if the trunk swells, and extremities become thin, or the con- 
trary ; or half of the body swells ; or half become paralized ; if the 
person cannot speak, or it is diminished, or changed, these are signs 
of danger. The same is the case if the nails, teeth, mouth, or 
body, has the smell of putrid flowers ; if the sputa, dejections, or 
semen sink in water ; if the person sees objects multiplied, or im- 
perfectly ; if the body and hair have a shining appearance, as if 
covered with oil ; if the person is very weak, without appetite, or 
with Dysentery with cough, with much appetite and thirst, or if 
weak with vomiting, especially if the sputa be mixed with blood, 
and the patient has no appetite. Should the feet, hands, and lips 
be swelled, with weakness, and want of appetite, while the buttocks, 
hands, feet and shoulders are diminished in size, and the person is 
weak with fever and cough ; if they vomit their breakfast in the 
evening, are dejected ; have gnawing pain, fever and cough, if the 
person falls, producing a sound like that of a goat, has no strength 
or feeling in the testicles ; and if the head falls on the shoulder, the 
danger is great. If the chest dries first after bathing, and the per- 
son is always biting his under lip or the tongue ; is prdling his ears 
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OT hair^ or considers the gods, br^mans, and his master, friend, and 
Physician as his enemies, they are fatal signs. If the aspect of the 
planets are unfavourable ; if the stars fall, thunder occurs on the 
day of the ascent of the star under which the person was born, it 
is unfavourable. 

If the physician has examined properly the person, and finds the 
disease increasing, and the person feeble, he will not recover. In 
the course of gonorrhoea (prameha), if any considerable morbid dis- 
charge from the urethra takes place with fever, and a great flow of 
urine, it will be fatal. 

The dangerous symptoms of leprosy (krnh^ha) when the body 
is covered with sores, from which pus, blood, &c., are discharged ; 
the members drop off, and the eyes are of a red colour, with hoarse- 
ness of the voice. When such patients are not Me to bear the five 
forms of treatment, as purgatives, emetics, diaphoretics, injections, 
and blood-letting, the disease will be fatal. 

If in the course of piles (arsha) the patient has dispepsia, pain 
of the abdomen, with much hemorrhage, dysentery, and swelling of 
the extremities, the disease will be fatal. 

If in the course of fistula-in-ano (hhagamlam) air, urine, dejec- 
tions, worms or semen are discharged from the fistula, the patient 
will die of the disease. 

The fatal symptoms of stone in the bladder (osntariva) arc swell- 
ing of the umbiliacus, and of the scrotum, with great pain in pass- 
ing the urine, which is mixed with gravel. 

The fatal signs of complex labour (mkragurhlia) arc tumours, or 
polipi in the vagina, which prevents the i)assage of tlie cliild ; un- 
natural contraction of the vagina, &c. 

The fatal symptoms of a dropsical swelling of the abdomen (udora) 
are as follows : — ^having no feeling in the sides, loss of appetite, and 
the body swelling, with dysentery. If after purgatives the abdomen 
again swells, the person should be considered as incurable. 

If a person with Fever docs not see, is insensible, sleeps vrith- 
out any movement, is internally hot, with an external feeling of 
cold, he will die. When the hairs become prominent upon the body, 
the eyes red, the breast very painful, and the breathing by the mouth, 
such a fever will be fatal. If there be hiccough, much thirst, in- 
sensibility, eyes fixed, or move involuntary, ditheult and noisy 
breathing, with weakness, the fever will be fatal. If the eyes 
become muddy, and the person cannot see; sleeps much, with 
great weakness, and loss of strength and flesh, the fever will be fatal. 

When there is with dysentery, difficulty of breathing, great pain, 
thirst, weakness and fever, the person will die, particularly when old. 

2 A 
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Phthesis (yakhm/i)ymi\\ cough and bloody expectoration, the eyes 
white, no appetite, and difficulty of draw iiig in the breath, diarrhoea, 
and a copious flow of urine with pain, will be fatal. 

When (jvhna, or colicky pains, from a collection of wind in the 
abdomen, wliich feels like a moAdng ball, and is accompanied with 
difficulty in brcatliing, thirst, no appetite, and weakness, the disease 
wdll be fatal. 

Internal abscesses of the abdomen (huhadhi) if accompanied with 
swelling, without any discharge, and if the person vomits, has hic- 
cough, thirst, pain, and difficulty in breathing, he will die. 

Jaundice (pandit). If the teeth, nails, and eyes arc yellow, and 
every thing seems so, in such case the disease will be fatal. 

In hcmorrliagea {roJdopcto) . When the person vomits blood, has 
his eyes red, and every thing appears so, the disease will be fatal. 

Madness {lawiiida). If such a patient always either stoops or 
keeps his head raised, is thin, weak, gets no sleep, has no fear, he 
will die. 

Epilepsy {apasmarOy mriyi). If the fits occur frecjuently with 
weakness, the eyelids always move about, and the eyes become un- 
natural, the disease will he fatal. 

The signs of death arc as follows : — 

Sight. When the person imagines he sees rod, black, or yellow 
colours before his eyes, when he has lost all shame, strength, me- 
mory, and his natural appearance. It is also a fatal sign wlien the 
eyes become small, sunk, and unequal ; and when they are of a red 
colour, and cannot move ; under such circumstances a flow of tears 
is also a fatal sign. 

Mouth. When there is a falling of the under, and rising of the 
upper lip ; when they are crooked, and arc of a dark blue colour, 
the person will die. When the teeth become reddish or dark 
coloured, or fall out, or arc of a grayish colour, tlic person will 
soon die. 

Tongue. When the tongue is of a black colour, and extraneous 
matter appears upon it, or it cannot be moved, or is dirty and 
swollen, or its papula; are very prominent, with fetor of the breath, 
the patient will soon die. 

No9€. When it becomes pale, dry, and shining, and is turned to 
one side ; the nostrils extended, dry, and dirty, and the passage of 
the air produces a noise ; or when the point of the nose retracts, and is 
flattened, with weakness and depression, the person will soon die. 

When therefore the eyes, by which we see ; the ears, by which wc 
hear ; the tongue, by which we taste ; and the skin, by which the 
sense of heat, and cold is performed are defective, or differ from the 
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state of health, the patient should be considered in a dangerous 
state. 

Hair, If it falls naturally in a line on each side (as in women), 
and tiie eyebrows become contracted and repressed, and the patient 
pulls his eyelashes, the person will soon die. If such a person have 
no disease, he will die within six, and if diseased within three days. 

It the person cannot swallow, if he cannot move his head, and 
remains at rest, and is insensible, hd will soon die. Whether strong 
or weak, should he faint on being raised up, the person will die. 

If a person diseased sleeps with his face turned upwards, and he 
is continually stretching, and bending his legs, he will soon die. 

When the feet and hands are cold, and the person brt'athes quick- 
ly and irregularly, or retains his mouth open, like a crow in hot 
weather ; such a person is not to be treated by the physician, as he 
will die. If a person always sleeps, or he is always watching and 
cannot speak, the physician is not to give medicine. 

When the tongue is always moving along the upper lip, with con- 
tinual hiccough ; or if a person speaks incoherently to another per- 
son previously dead, he will not live. If blood flows from the pores 
of the hair, and the natural openings of the body, without poison, the 
person will soon die. When the hysterical ball {astila) from air, 
occurs in the breast, and prevents the swallowing of food, and the 
pain extends, and there is no appetite, the person will die. If an 
unusual swelling in the feet occur in the course of a disease in a 
man, or in the face of a female, it will destroy the person. 

If in consumption, dysentery, asthma, fever, liiccoiigli, vomit- 
ing, and swelling of the external urinary organs occur, the person 
will die. It such a sick person has much burning over the body, 
or much perspiration, hiccough, difficulty in breathing, even a 
strong person will die. If with the yellow or black tongue, the left 
eye be sunk, with bad breath, the person will die. If the mouth 
be filled with tears, the hands and feet perspire, and the eyes lose 
their shining appearance, and become dull, it is a sign of death. 
If the person swells or becomes thin very quickly, he will die. If 
the smell of the body resembles clay, fish, fat, oil, or other unnatu- 
ral scents ; or when lice leave the hair, and come to the forehead, 
or animals will not eat the food the patient has left ; or when the 
patient is very restless he will die. When fever, dysentery, and 
swelling of feet, or hands, occur alternately, it is unfavourable ; 
should the person lose his strength suddenly, he will not live. When 
the patient has no appetite, has frequent stools, with severe pain in 
the head, and thirst, the person will die, when combined with other 
bad symptoms. 
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It is also a bad sign when the patient is very weak, witli thirst 
and hunger, which is not appeased by the usual quantity of food or 
drink ; and should a practitioner cure any patients with the above 
indications, he deserves to be Physician to a king. 

As death approaches, various kinds of devils are supposed to col- 
lect near the patient, and destroy the good qualities of the medicines 
which arc administered to him. In such cases the treatment, and the 
care of the physician arc alike unavailing. 

Some of these remarks are just, and some of them are too much 
neglected by European Physicians. The Cahirdj often remarks with 
justice the errors which they sonietimes fall into in consequence of 
their neglecting the study of the prognosis of diseases. 


Section IV. 

General Treatment of Diseases, 

As the generality of diseases are supposed to be produced by de- 
rangements in the humors. One or more of which are morbidly in- 
creased or changed in quantity, the indications of treatment are to 
promote the just balance of the elements and humors, by a judicious 
choice of aliment, and by such means as assist the vital principle in 
the completion of the assimilation. The management of diet was 
supposed to be the great means of accomplishing this end ; and was 
regulated in point of quality, quantity, and time of administering it, 
by the nature of the disease. Should the judicious selection of food 
not succeed in curing the disease, or when severe, the person 
was directed to observe an entire abstinence of food, for a certain 
time, and if this failed, the corrupted humors were ejected from 
the body. This was accomplished either by emetics, purgatives, 
or blood-letting. In like manner, when the disease was sub- 
dued, it was supposed to be necessary to expel all the vitiated hu- 
mors ; which, if allowed to remain, accumulate, and a relapse of the 
disease will be the consequence. To prevent this, strong drastic pur- 
gatives, which produced from five to eight evacuations, were repeated 
daily, until the physician was satisfied that the whole corrupted 
humors were expelled. To prevent such a recurrence of disease, the 
same evacuating means were employed. But these humors are not 
to he dislodged indiscriminately, but at certtun seasons, and diurnal 
periods of the disease. Health was thus supposed to be promoted 
by the exhibition of an emetic once a fortnight, a drastic purgative 
once a month, and blood-letting twice a year, at the change of the 
seasons. The vital principle was supposed to give warning when the 
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corrapted humors were ripe for being evacuated ; and the physician 
was directed to observe carefully, so as to be able to assist, and not 
disturb the spontaneous efforts of nature. The seasons in which 
she ('exhibited these beneficial influences, were supposed to be 
determined by the known cause of the disease, which led to the 
belief of the definite course, and the mystical powers of numbers ; by 
which nature may be invariably observed to arrive at certain deter- 
minate results, which were supposed to be regulated by an arithme- 
tical progression. This led to the belief of the maturation of the 
diseased humors, and of the existence of a period, in which the 
perfect state of mixture takes place. These were called critical days, 
which have long held a place in the pathological belief of physicians. 
These days were recognised by the Egyptian priests, as related by 
Pythagoras and others, and denoted the time at which the due ad- 
mixture of the elements had taken place. The lame term 
was employed by Hippocratus and adopted in Europe, when 
the humoral pathology was the fashion. So plausible were the 
opinions of the humoral pathology, that they seem to have been 
at one time believed, and the most pernicious preventive means follow- 
ed, over a great part of the globe \ and among nations so separated 
from each other, as to preclude the possibility of their having derived 
them from each other. Among the Hindus the humoral pathology 
appears to have originated without any assistance from other nations, 
and became as generally believed, and carried to the same conse- 
quences as it was in Europe. 

Another equally plausible opinion was, that all diseases divide 
themselves into two great classes, of sthenic or asthenic disease. 
The one being an increase, and the other a diminution of excite- 
ment ; between the extremities of which health was supposed to 
be placed. This appears to have been an early opinion among 
the Hindus, is now generally believed over all the Asiatic na- 
tions ; and has led them to the division of remedies into stimulating, 
and cooling, which were employed according to the nature of the 
disease. For the hot or sthenic diseases cooling remedies were 
used ; while hot medicines were exhibited to remove cold, or asthe- 
nic diseases. To the class of stimulants belonged pepper, bitters, 
purgatives, &c. ; and to the cooling remedies cold, pawn mixed with 
lime, batliing, with several excellent stomachics ; as chiraiUy &c. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Description and Treatment of Particular Diseases, 

Class I. 

Diseases of the Humors, 

The apparent actions and changes of the fluids, or humors of 
the human body, attracted the attention of the brahmans at an ear- 
ly period, and upon these changes they founded their theoretical 
speculations regarding the nature, and production of disease. These 
opinions seemed to be confirmed byjfche occurrences of hemorrhage 
from wounds, the appearance of certmn eruptions, and the discharge 
from abscesses and ulcers ; while the solids in these cases seemed 
passive, with no indications of change beyond what the fluids seem- 
ed to produce upon them. Hence the general principles of Patho- 
logy were based, by the brahmans, on alterations of the fluids only, 
and they supposed that while their elements and qualities remained 
in due proportion liealth was sustained ; while disease was produced 
by an undue proj)ortion of these humors. 

The diseases of air, bile and phlegm may proceed from the se- 
men of the father, from the menstrual blood of the mother, from the 
state of the mother’s body during utcro-gestation, from certain food 
acting in the same way, from the habits of exercise, from the state 
of the parts in which the fetus is retained in the abdomen, and from 
the state of the menses at the time of conception. These causes 
derange the humors and produce the individuals* habit of body, and 
the kind of disease to which they are subject. 

The derangement of these humors are the root of all diseases, 
and require to be carefully examined by the physician. All diseases 
are considered as being produced : 1st, by the derangements of 
the humors of the part, and 2ndly, by the peculiar diseases of 
the part. 

The different seasons predispose to different diseases : the air of 
the body is liable to be deranged in the two rainy and two hot 
months ; in the two months before the cold weather bile is liable 
to be deranged ; and during the cold months, the bile remains in 
health, while the diseases of phlegm are common, and increase in 
spring. 

The diseases of the humors may be arranged according as they 
affect the air, bile, and phlegm, and their combinations. There are 
eighty diseases produced by derangements of the air (bdyu) ; forty 
of bile ijpitta) ; twenty of phlegm (kapha) ; and sixteen by the com- 
bination of the derangements of these humors. 
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In the embryo state, the humors are in such a state that they 
do not interfere with the action of each other, as the serpents 
poison does not injure the animal itself. But in the course of life 
various causes interrupt this harmony ; and various changes regu- 
late and determine, at all times and seasons, the health, and morbid 
condition of the human body. 

Air {h&yu). The causes which derange air are fighting, abstiiieucc 
in eating and drinking ; the use of di*y food, falls, watching when the 
body is wounded, great discharges, as of blood, semen, &c. The 
same effects are produced by constipation of air, urine, and dejec- 
tions ; or when they arc not evacuated at the proper time. Bathing, 
great grief, fear, and exposure to cold, produce this class of diseases. 
The air is also increased when the food is digested, and in the even- 

ing* 

The indications of derangement of the air, are a swelling of the 
abdomen, witli stiffness of the body ; the sur&ce of which is dry, 
rough, and cracked. The person feels pain in different parts of the 
body, more especially of the arms, testicles, fat, &c. ; is low-spirited, 
languid, and fatigued, has shivering fits and spasms ; the hair drops 
off, and the person’s head is always bowing backwards and for- 
wards, with other irregular movements of the body. The voice be- 
comes altered, and the person speaks much, and dreams in his sleep. 
When awake he speaks often without thought, he feels a singing 
in has ears, loses the power of vision, has no memory, with paraly- 
sis of one or more of the members. There is a dryness of the moutf 
with thirst ; the body becomes of a red or green colour, and he com- 
plains of an astringent taste in the mouth. 

Sometimes the person has severe cutting pains in the stomach 
(9ul) and over the body. Parts of the body feel hard, with noise in 
the ears, dimness of sight, obtuseness of the senses, thirst, dozing, 
irregular movements of the body, watching, and uncomfortable 
dreams, with a feeling of doing impossibilities, yawning, and rough- 
ness of the skin. 

Diseases of Air will vary according to its situation and use. 
The vital air for the mouth (pr&nA), which assists in swallowing, 
produces when disordered, hiccough, vomiting, &c. The air we 
breathe (ud&nd) produces asthma, consumption, &c. when diseased. 
The (admAnd) or vital air in the stomach produces vomiting, 
anxiety, fainting, thirst, and pain in the chest and side. In the in- 
teatines it produces noise along their course, paii> in the navel, with 
costiveness, scanty urine, and flatulence, &c. ; in the ear it produ- 
ces deafness ; in the integumenta, a discoloration, roughness, and 
sometimes there is a diminished sensation, and eruption over the 
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skin. When deranged in the hhod, it produces different painful 
eruptions, and tumors. When deranged with^h^ it produces tumors, 
without pain. In ve^BeUy it produces a contraction of their size, with 
pain and fullness. In tend&My it produces paralysis, with shaking 
pain and spasm. In joints, it produces stiffness, pain, swelling, and 
emaciation ; in the hmea it produces pain and emaciation ; in the mar- 
row it causes acute pain ; in the semen it produces a morbid discharge, 
or a diminution of the secretion ; and when deranged over the body it 
produces a blimtiiess of sense, paralysis, spasm, swelling, and pain in 
many parts of the body. Besides these it produces various other 
classes of symptoms, according to the parts of the body which arc 
principally affected. 

The principal diseases produced by deranged air are fainting, hato 
rukta, pitta rukta, and kapha rukta, and leprosy. This last disease 
commences in the limbs, with dark blotches, and insensibility of the 
part. It produces rigidity of parts (apotanoka) by which the body is 
drawn to a side, or backwards and forwards ; and there is another 
form of the disease called dhimua stamh (Tetanus, Trismus.) It 
affects particularly the lower jaw, and face, by drawing the neighbour- 
ing parts to one side or another. Choria (kalaia khunj) is accord- 
ing to the Nedan and Susruta . produced by derangements of 
air. This disease is characterized by the person first feeling a 
trembling or shivering over the body, with dimness of sight, and 
pain in the neck, jaw, and teeth, or any other part about to be 
affected. These symptoms are followed by convulsive twitchiugs of 
the head, neck, and face ; and of one side of the body, particularly of 
one leg. These parts are pulled to the side affected, and shake invo- 
luntary. These movements extend to all the voluntary muscles of 
progression, producing a dancing motion. The muscles of the 
upper or lower extremities may thus be affected, of one or both 
sides, and when it h is extended over the body and continued long, 
it is considered incurable. It is supposed to be produced by irre- 
gularity of the bowels, from having eaten iudigestable food ; which 
produces costiveness and indigestion. Much talking and laugliing, 
canying heavy loads, and other causes deranging air, are supposed 
to produce this disease. 

When the air is superabundant it will be diminished by cold, 
and articles of food having this property ; by strengthening food, 
which, on being digested remains long in the vessels, such as ghee, 
the ffesh of goats, &e., masculi, salt, or sweet or sour food, shampoo- 

* Some Sanscrit books apply the term Ardita to Choria. others, apply 
it to Tetanus or Trismus which they describe, und not the true Choria. 
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ing, anointing the body with oil, or taking it internally, by drinking 
sherbuts, by bathing, by medicines which increase the secretion of 
semen, alrine secretions, urine, and perspiration ; which remove thirst 
and appetite, and render the body more active. 

When air is diminished the person cannot work, he speaks little, 
is unhappy, and his judgment is impaired. 

The best means of curing these derangements of air is by exhibit- 
ing oleaginous, salt, sweet, and acid food, by bathing, by the use of 
wine, by shampooing, by exhibiting enemas, &c. 

Bile (pitta) is increased by sour, hot, salt, or bitter articles of food, 
by eating the shoots of young' bamboos, and other such indigestible 
articles of food. When the appetite is not satisfied with the quan- 
tity eaten, or by eating before the food previously eaten has not been 
digested ; when old curries are used ; curdled milk, wine, or conjee 
are drunk ; when exposed to anger, to hot weather, especially during 
the months of September and October, and the middle of the day, 
or middle watch of the night the bile is increased. 

When bile is in unusual quantity it produces a disagreeable breath, 
hot and sour eructations, with boils over the body. The person is 
subject to fits of anger, his bowels are open, the skin distended, 
and he staggers as if drunk ; his body is hot, the perspiration 
copious, and although he eats he has no appetite, is thirsty, and 
has no memory, but is otherwise intelligent. He does not see 
distinctly, has a dislike to particular kinds of food, which become 
sour, bitter, and sweet, in the stomach. The colour of the body is 
unnatural, being pale, with pain over the body. 

Bile is diminished by eating sweet, and bitter articles of food ; by 
remaining in cool shaded places, by night air, and moon light ; by 
sitting upon the ground, in water, or exposed to mists. It is also 
diminished by the use of ghee, and milk ; by those medicines which 
increase the discharge from the mouth, nose and eyes ; by blood-let- 
ting, and whatever diminishes thirst and appetite. When so dimi- 
nished the internal heat is weakened, and the body has an unhealthy 
appearance. The twitchings produced by increased bile in a part 
are best removed by rubbing it with milk, and exhibiting cooling 
articles of food. 

When air is deranged with bile it produces inflammation and 
fainting ; with phlegm coldness and swelling of tlie affected part ; 
with blood it produces a degree of pain like the penetration of a 
needle, sometimes deprivation of healthy sensation, and other 
symptoms of deranged bile. When the prdn hdtju is deranged 
with bile, it produces vomiting, a burning heat of the body ; with 
cough, weakness, idleness, drowsiness, and discoloration of the 
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skin. When the v.dmia hdyu is deranged with bile, fainting, a 
burning heat of the body, want of memory, cough, want of perspira- 
tion, anxiety, indigestion, and shivering are produced. Deranged 
a]mna hayn witli bile produces perspiration, heat, and inflammation ; 
with cough, mucous stools, urine of a pale colour, with shivering. 
Samann hinpi deranged with bile produces inflammation and heat of 
the body, and in the female a retention of the menses, cough, and 
heavin(‘ss of the lower part of the abdomen. Binna hihjn deranged 
with bile produces a burning heat and restlessness of the body, 
with cough, hea>iness of the body, and pain, so that the person 
cannot Ino^e as lie wishes. 

Phlvijm (li(tplia)i is deranged by indigestible articles of food, and 
sweet, or very cool things ; such as milk, sugar-cane, liquid food, cur- 
dled milk, sleeping during the day ; or by the cakes made of rice, 
coconuts, ghee, kc. These derangements are more liable to occur 
in the dewy, cohl, and spring months, during the first third of the 
day, and after eating. 

The derangements of phlegm produce a fulness of the abdomen, 
and the food the jiersou cats is not properly digested ; he has no 
appetite, and his body is jiale, heavy, cold, and hard. lie has fre- 
quent dejections ; his skin is smooth, oily, and itchy. There is a 
discharge of muons from the nose, eyes, and mouth. Such a per- 
son is very languid, is always dozing, ami sleeps much ; the part 
where the phlegm is deranged swells, and his mouth has a jningent 
and sweet taste. 

The cure of these dcraiigcmciits is accompanied by the use of dry 
food, alkalies (salts), astringents, exercise, and the use of bitter, 
and pungent articles of food ; by the exhibition of emetics, by con- 
nexion with women, long jicdestrian jouniies, gymnastic exercises, 
watching at night, smoking, and the use of cathartics, and diapho- 
retics. 

Should two or three of these humors be deranged at the same 
time, the particular symptoms of each will be present ; and the 
degree of derangement of the one compared with that of the other 
will be observed, by tin* prominence of the particular class of symp- 
toms. Their treatment must likewise be varied according to the 
violence of the symptoms ])reseut. 

When the body is w eak tlie most peculiar symptoms of the de- 
ranged humor do not appear, and tlie person seems in health. 

The diseases of air, bile and phlegm, are also produced by sin, 
which leads the person to perform wicked actions from ignorance. 
Such diseases of the humors produce not only diseases of the body, 
but also those of the mind, and heart ; as melancholy, pride, foolish* 
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ness, &c. These were the diseases in which internal cvacuant medi- 
cines were used, after which the treatment was to be regulated by the 
part affected : thus when the skin was alfected, external applications 
were used, as ointments, plasters, &c. ^Vhile the diseases of the 
body are cured by medicines, which diminish ilie humors that are too 
abundant; those of the mind arc cured h\ ])cnising the Shiisters, by 
abstinence, by leading a religious life, and by various mortihcations 
of the body. 

The blood is supposed to he more generally affected with the 
deranged humors, than with any other of the essential parts of the 
body. When so diseased its local, or general abstraction is recom- 
mended, and numerous medicines are administered, to purify it. 

It is consequently the duty of the practitioner to find out the 
nature of the dis*ease; to decide on the best remedies; to diminish the 
air, bile, or phlegm, the seven essential parts of the boily, and the de- 
jections {mala) which may be preternaturally increased, and if any of 
them are diminished he should endeavour to increase them so as to 
restore, and retain the parts, in that state of etjuanimity, which 
constitutes health. These effects may bo produced by the frequent 
exhibition of purgatives, emetics, and food which has these pecu- 
liar effects. 

When a disease is produced by the sins comiditted in a former 
state of existence ; by the derangements of air, bile, and phlegm at 
birth, or by any cause producing very dangerous diseases, especially 
in very old people ; it will be cured by medicines and penances. 
Diseases of the poor will generally be incurable, as they are not able 
to pay for their medicines. 


Section II. 

Class II . — Diseases affecting the General System. 

Order I. 

Fevers, (Jwara.) 

Fevers are first considered because it is said that man is born and 
dies with fever ; because it affects the whole body, the organs of 
senses, and the mind ; and is so severe that only man and gods 
can survive it, and by which various other diseases are produced. 

The following mythological description of the origin of fever is 
given in some of their more recent medical works : — Dakshya the 
father-m-law oi Shiva did not invite him to a feast given to the gods, 
and spoke disrespectfully of him. His wife D^irgd was present, and 
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was so enraged, at the disrespect, that she considered it better to 
die than live under such a disgrace ; and while sitting, her spirit 
left her body. Nundi the servant of Durgd seeing her die, went 
and informed Shiva of the event. He in grief for his loss, tore off 
one of his locks, and it fell into the fire, and a great devil named 
Birabhadra was produced from it. Others say that in his anger he 
heaved a deep sigh, and from his mouth the devil was produced. 
Birabhadra asked Shiva to be allowed to destroy his father-in-law. 
This was permitted, and after polluting the sacred fire of Bakshga, 
destroying many of his guests, and tearing his hair, he wrenched 
his head from his body. It was during the paroxysm of grief and 
rage of Shiva for the death of Durgii that the breath which pro- 
ceeded from his nostrils, hot, and destructive, gave origin to 
fevers, which attack all persons, of all ages, and in all con- 
ditions. 

The cause of all the principal varieties of fever, with the exception 
of five from accidents (dgantuka)y is using improper mixtures of 
food ; as eating fish and milk ; the want of seasoning in food ; 
sleeping at improper hours ; fighting with a strong man ; exposure 
to the morning sun while fasting ; eating voraciously of food of a 
very hot nature, when the body has been previously weakened by ex- 
treme hunger ; and by fatigue, fear, grief, and watching. Fevers arc 
also produced by poisons, drinking stagnant water, in which withered 
leaves have fallen ; taking a full meal without any appetite, or after 
delivery, especially if improperly treated. In other cases the 
first secretion of milk in the breast, produces fever, exposure to 
unseasonable weather, or to sudden vicissitudes of temperature ; 
checked perspiration, long continued constipation ; and living in 
wooded, ill ventilated valleys. Other causes of fever are the in- 
fluence of bad stars, neglected adoration of saints or gods ; visiting 
a new climate ; the malign influence of evil spirits, and severe local 
diseases, or injuries. By such causes the air, bile, and phlegm are 
deranged, pass into the stomach (dimshay)^ and thus expel the 
internal heat.. The humors stop also the chyle vessels, and derange 
the heat, which digests the food i in other words, whatever exposes 
our moral qualities, or bodily frame, to deviations from their natural 
and accustomed movements, produces fevers ; and it requires reme- 
dies to drive bock the heat, to its natural position, when the person 
is restored to health. 

General symptom of Fever, 

The attack of fever cc •imences with the person complaining of 
lassitude and fatigue ; he is continually yawning, and stretching ; 
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his skin loses its natural colour, and there is a bad taste in his 
mouth ; his eyes are watery, and he alternately wants the applica- 
tion of heat, and cold to his body. Little, and much food distresses 
the person, as it is not digested ; he has no appetite, the body is 
chilly and heavy, with dejection of mind ; and he is quarrelsome, 
and ready to fight with a much stronger person than himself. 

These precursory symptoms are followed by heat of the surface, 
cessation of perspiration, and pain affecting the whole body, but 
particularly the members. There is also pain in the chest, languor 
and drowsiness, loss of appetite, restlessness, heaviness of the abdo- 
men with costiveness, and a copious flow of urine. These symp- 
toms are always present in fevers ; but, when air is deranged, 
there is also much gaping ; when bile is affected the eyes feel hot, 
and when phlegm is deranged there is no appetite. 

General Treatment of Fetter. 

The treatment of fever varies according as it is new, or has 
not lasted seven days ; is recent, or has not .alFeeted the individual 
more than twelve days; or is old, having continued twenty-one 
days, or upwards. 

When the fever is new the patient should only take conjee water 
for food ; and when the internal heat is diminished, dry ginger and 
long pepper may be boiled in it. When with fever there is a dis- 
ease in the side, or lower part of the head or abdomen, the red rice 
should be used for making the conjee. Should phlegm be diseased 
conjee should not be given ; nor when the new fever is very strong. 
When these acute symptoms are diminished and when bile is deranged 
the use of conjee water is proper. The drink should be boiled w^ater 
again warmed. Should the patient complain of nansia, and fulness 
of the stomach, on an accession of fever, the treatment should com- 
mence with the exhibition of an emetic, and during the continuance 
of an attack of fever all heavy food should be carefully avoided ; 

* particularly when there is no appetite. 

In other MSS. it is stated that the fasting is to be continued for 
three, five, or ten days, according to the improvement of the symp- 
toms which takes place. By this means the practitioner will dis- 
cover the state of the air, bile, and phlegm. 

During the continuance of a new fever the patient should reside in 
a room shut up, in which a panka may be used. lie should be clad in 
warm clothes ; should neither sleep during the day, bathe, nor anoint 
his body with oil. He should also be removed from his wife, avoid 
all oily and indigestable articles of food, especially astringent articles, 
anger, violent exercise, and cx|>osure to strong wiml. By these 
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means the morbid matter is allowed to ripen, and is then to be dis- 
charged by evacuant medicines. It will increase the disease, and 
render it probably fatal, if these evacuant remedies are used before 
the morbid matter is matured. 

Should in any case the fasting produce weakness, it is to be stopped 
as improper ; and means to strengthen the body substituted. Fast- 
ing is not to be employed in fevers which attacks infants or old 
people, in pregnancy, when the body is light, or in cases in which 
air, urine, and dejections have been discharged, in large quantities, 
by medicine. 

In recent fecer the patient is to be allowed a decoction of bitter 
herbs, &c. so as to restore the derangement of the humors. He 
may now be allowed a little more food than during the first stage. 
Milk, which during the first stage is like poison, may now be taken 
with advantage. 

Should the disease continue and pass on to the third period, when 
the fever is said to be old, it is to be treated by emetics, purgatives, 
and different febrifuge decoctions. The chet should be in larger 
quantities and of a more nourishing quality, than during the two 
first periods of the disease ; such as broths, prepared with animal 
flesh, milk, and the like. 

In all such cases of fever it is necessary to recollect that the 
treatment will vary according as the air, bile, and phlegm are more 
or less affected. 

The fever is said to have disappeared when the appetite returns ; 
the body feels light, and the person is not easily fatigued. When 
the acuteness of his senses, memory, and understanding is restored, 
the unnatural heat of the body disappears, and he has no pain ; 
when he moans, is forgetful, when small pimples form round the 
mouth, and when the warmth, smell, and perspiration, sneezing, and 
the alvine evacuations are natural. 

Should there occur, after the seventh day, sonorous breathing, 
listlessness and torpor, with thirst, constipation, hiccough, coughing, 
and vomiting with no appetite, the patient is in eminent danger. In 
such cases the person usually becomes very weak, and dies. 

The most unfavourable prognostic symptoms of fever, when the 
patient should not be taken charge of by the physician, are when the 
senses are not in their natural state, or no longer act ; when the 
person is weak, with sudden and severe attacks of fever ; when the 
patient is decrepid, his extremities swell, and the fever remains 
during a greater part of the night ; when affected with strabismus, 
and when his mouth remains open, and he is delirious. ‘When 
he cannot be roused from his sleep, with the feeling of cold on 
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the outside of the body, while he is hot inside, the patient is in great 
danger. In such cases the person generally dies. 

Varieties of Feeers* 

These are divided into continued, mixed, accidental, and intermit- 
tent fevers; which will be considered under the following nine 
genera : 

Fever produced by deranged Air, 

Fever produced by deranged Bile* 

Fever produced by deranged Phlegm. 

Fever produced by deranged Air and Phlegm. 

Fever produced by deranged Air and Bile. 

Fever produced by deranged Bite and Phlegm. 

Fever produced by deranged Air^ Phlegm and Bile. 

Fever produced by derangement of the humors. 

Fever produced by derangement of humors. 

All these fevers are produced by derangements of air, bile, or 
phlegm, and fasting is one of the chief means of restoring the balance, 
while the fearer is advancing, or when unripe. This is known by a 
peculiar pain in the chest, by drowsiness, and listlessness, by the 
yellow colour of the saliva, by the want of appetite, by the consti- 
pated state of the bowels, and by secretion of urine ; by the body 
feeling heavy, by the absence of perspiration, by the bad taste in the 
mouth, and by a constant and severe fever. Dhanwantari says that 
medicine should not be given in this stage of fever, and not until the 
seventh day ; others say, not until the tenth day after its commence- 
ment. However, should the bowels have been constipated before the 
fever, and the humors are ripe, they should be removed either by 
emetics, purgatives, or errhines, or a severe disease will be the con- 
sequence by the pent up impurities. Should fever be produced by 
derangements of air, ghee should be freely used ; if phlegm is parti- 
cularly deranged, give first an emetic ; if bile, purgatives, which will 
be varied with the peculiar symptoms. When the phlegm is ripe, 
errhiiies are recommended. A suppository is also recommended 
for these cases of constipation. It should be composed of long- 
pq>per,/M^€^», elM, medream. 


Continued 1 . 
fever j 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Mixed re-1 
mittent I 
or syno- >7 
chus fe- I 
ver. J 

Accidental 1 « 
fever. / ® 

Intermit- 1 ^ 
tent fever, j ^ 



224 


If the fever does iiot completely disappear by these means it 
proves that some of the diseased humors still remain, which should 
be removed by the exhibition oi hot ghee. The cure is accomplish- 
ed by increasing the strength, promoting the appetite, which is 
known by a lightness and elasticity of the body. The next indica- 
tion is to discharge the deranged air, bile, or phlegm, by means of 
errhines and purgatives ; and during the continuance of the fever 
the usual food and drink arc to he avoided, until the natural excre- 
tions arc restored, the senses act natr.'*ally, and the patient feels 
hungry, and thirsty, at the same time. 

Ut Variety ofFe^er, Bdtih-jwara is that variety which is pro- 
duced by a derangement of the air (hdyu.) 

This fever commences with shivering, there is sometimes much 
at Other times little heat ; the throat, mouth, and lips are dry. 
The patient has no sleep, does not sneeze, his skin is dry, with 
head-ache, and pain in the chest, as well ns over the body. What- 
ever is taken into the stomach feels heavy, and creates uneasiness ; 
the stools are very hard ; pain in the abdomen ; flatulence as if 
much food had been eaten, and he is frecpiently yawning. 

The treatment of this form of fever will depend on the stage at 
which it is examined, in the shivering fit, hot remedies are to be 
exhibited. According to Sushruta it is treated by enemas, the em- 
ployment of errhines, composed of different medicines for removing 
the head-ache, and humors from the head, and by exhibiting the 
following infusion ; 

Cassia fistula (A^bashwash.) 

llucllea strepens (Granthiha.) 

Cypcnis jnneifoliao (Musia.) 

Black hellibore (Tilda,) 

Myrobalan (HaritakL) 

Take 40 rauAka of each, boil in one pint of water till a (juarter 
remains, and strain. This quantity is for one dose, and is usually 
given in the moniing and repeated for two days ; various infusions 
of herbs, and barks of trees, are used in the same way. Prepared 
ghee with febrifuge medicines are used, when the above remedies do 
not cure the disease. In all cases the particular treatment will vaiy 
with the symptoms present. 

The food to be taken in this fever is, first kidney beans {Phaseolus 
mnngo) boiled, bruised, and eat with spice ; conjee with the juice 
of lemon, and warm water for drink. Long-pepper, hemidismus 
{Sarura), raisins (kismis), dill (sntaspispa), (rauuka), of each 40 
raiii to a pint of water ; boiled down to a fourth, and taken twice 
a day. 



225 


Should this sort of fever be produced severe exercise, or if the 
patient is very hungry, he may take broth with boiled rice, fish, 
conjee, and other such light food. 

Should A strong cvacuant medicine be given in the first stage of 
this, or any other fever, it produce severe intermittent f(*vers. 

2nd form of Fever. M’hen Bile is deranged, producing fever, it 
is called (Pmitik't Jwara.J This form of fever commences with a 
shivering fit, followed by a severe hot stage ; a frequent desire to go 
to stool, vomiting, a hitter taste in the month, and restlessness. 
Aphtha* form in the throat, lips, moutlu and nose ; the patient per- 
spires freely, often speaks iioiiser e, and has sometimes fainting fits, 
and attacks of giddiness. Such a patient is very listless, liis body is 
pale, with a burning sensation over the surface, "he l]as great thirst, 
the stools and urine ha\e a vellow colour, as well as the eye, which 
is often also red. 

Treatment. This lever, like tlie last, has thri*e stages. In the first 
stage give laxatives^ with cooling and bitter food. The pnlta leaves 
(Patolpatra) 1 tola ; with half a pint of simple water, or barley water 
boiled, and a little honey, for the taste, is given once a day, and is 
considered very cooling. The following cooling medicine is also 
given in this fever : — Take of 

Parpafalca, tlie bitter leaves of the Oldenlandea biflora, 

BasaJeOt (Justitia ganderussa,) 

Katutiktd, (black helebore,) 

KirdtatiktOy (Chiraita,) 

BAdnyaka, (coriander seed,) 

PriyanpUy (Paniciim itnlicum,) 

15 ratis of each, or one sicca weight. A toli to be infused in a 
pint of water until it is reduced to } w^hich is to be taken twice daily. 

There are various other bitter remedies, all of which are said to 
cure tliis fever. It i.s also treated by covering the forehead with 
weral cooling medicines mixed with w ater. ^Vhen pain in the head 
is severe, with great heat, the person is recommended to sleep on lily, 
nim, and plantain leaves, to cool the body. They also recommend free 
ventilation, and residing in a cool situation. The house may be 
sprinkled with sandal-wood, and w^ater. By a purgative you may pre- 
vent the recun*cnce of the disease, when only the preliminary symp- 
toms are present. 

In this fever the diet should consist of fried gram, or peas boiled 
in water, and strained. This is mixed with sugar and honey: the 
juice of acid fruits is also given. 

3rd form offerer. Derangement of phlegm (Kapha) y produces a 
fever named xhfnishtmk-Jmara, or kapha-jwara . This fever is ushered 
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in by loss of appetite, and the symptoms of the hot stage is less 
marked than in the last form of fever. The person feels languid, and 
listless, with a sweet taste in his mouth. In this fever the body feels 
cold, as if wrapped in a wet cloth, and the stools and urine are 
white. Such a person remains quiet and silent, does not eat ; but 
feels as if he had eaten too much, his body is very heavy, eyes white, 
with nausea attended with cough. He is very sleepy, and there is a 
discharge of mucus from the eyes, mouth, and nose. 

Treutmenl, Tor seven days the person should not eat his usual 
food in this fever ; hut should live on prepared peas, and the like. 
The stomach in the first stage of this fever should be cleared by an 
emetic, which will often cut the fever short, but this remedy is not to 
be used when the patient is very weak : after the emetic the juice of 
the leaves of Vilex negundo (India or Sinduhdra) is to be adminis- 
tered, with the powder of long-pepper. Heating medicines of all 
kinds are also used in this fever» as the diet should be light as w'ell 
as heating. 

Aih, Bdia-paittika Jwara, This fever commences with giddiness, 
fainting and thirst : the body feels cold to another person, although 
he complains of his body being hot and burning ; loss of memory, 
no sleep, pain in all the joints, head-ache, cough, throat and mouth 
dry, vomiting, goose-skin, no perspiration, low spirits, and yawning. 
To remove this form of fever take of 
Shnnthiy dry ginger, 

Gulancha, (Minispermum glabrum,) 

Muthd, (Cyperus rotundas,) 

Chirdfd, (Chiraita,) 

Shdlpdnly (Iledysanim gangeticum,) 

ChdkuUjd^ (Heraionites cordifolia,) 

Bydku^y (Solanum Jaquini,) a variety of prickly nightshade, 
Kantikdri, (Solanum melongena,) prickly nightshade, 

Ganirlf (Preinna spinosa,) 

18 ratis each, mix in water, boil to and take twice a day. 

Diet. The decoction of mudpa, a sort of pea, and the juice of 
dmlaka is often used. When there is much heat in the body we 
may give a decoction of gram, with the juice of the fruit of pomegra- 
nate for diet. 

bth. Bdta^hlaishmik Jwara. This form of fever is not very severe 
in its accession. The body feels cold, with slight shivering and pain in 
the bones ; the person sleeps much, has pain in the head, with 
much saliva in the mouth, and running at the nose, with coilgh, a 
diy skin, and body hot. 

treatment consists in exhibiting the root of long-pepper. 
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ehabya^ (Piper chavya or Orris root, Roxl.^) and root o? chit raka^ 
(Plumbago zeylanica,) and dried ginger ; 32 rat/s of each are put 
into a pint of water, and boiled down to one-fourth. Take this twice 
a day. Heating medicines may also be used in this fever, as 
cbiraita, dry ginger, gulanchay (Minispermiim gbd.rum,) hdsaka^ 
(Justicia gandemssa,) long-pepper, lashuv, (garlick,) and ahidahura, 
(Vitex negunda,) 20 ratls each. Boil in a pint of water, till reduced 
to one-fourth, and take this twice* daily. When the piin in the 
joints is severe, the vapour bath may be used ; and should there be 
great dryness of the mouth, in order to increase this secretion take 
salt, the powder of black-pepper, and the juice of lemons. 

Diet, Boil in water the following medicines: — the bark of 
Bilwa, (JUglc marmelos,) 

Shond/ea, (Bignonia indica,) 

GamhhMf (Gmeliria arborea,) 

Pdtaldi (Bignonia suave-olens,) and 
Ganikdrikd (Premna spinosa :) 

of each 32 ratis, mix in two seers of water, and reduce it to one seer. 
This is again boiled with some rice, and when oool strained, 

6th, Bile and Phlegnii (Piita-shlauhmikJiectra.) The mouth is 
clammy and sour, wilii much saliva, in this foi’m of fever. The 
son is always dozing, complains of faintness, and coughs ; has no 
appetite, thii*st, and is at one time hot, and at another time cold. 

Cure, Abstinence in eating and drinking is to be enjoined ; the 
medicines that cure the diseases of bile and phlegm are to be given, 
such as 

GulanchUy (Minispenuum glabrum,) 

Nimhay neem bark, 

Dhanydkay coriander, 

Chandanay red sandal-wood, 

Cafurohiniy hel chore, 

ratis 32 each, boil in a pint of water, till reduced to one-fourth ; 
take this dose twice a day. 

Perspiration is also to be encouraged, as phlegm shuts up the 
perspirable pores, and restores the internal heat to its proper place 5 
and water promotes the movements of the body, and cures the fever. 
Hot sand in a bag may be applied to the body, and by changing 
continually its position, it soon produces perspiration. Long- 
pepper with its stem, dry -ginger, each 23 ratis, mixed and boiled 
together may be given twice daily. 

7th,, Mixed Remittent or Synochue Fever, (Sannipdt Jwara 
Bikdra.J In this form of fever the air, bile, and phlegm, ara 
deranged ; and it is always dangerous. At one time the patient is ho€» 
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other times cold^ with pains in the boncs^ niid joints ; the eyes ate 
watery, of a dirty yellow colour, and hollow ; the patient complains 
of ringing, an."* pain in the ears, with pain in the head, neck, and 
thorax ; is always dozing, but cannot sleep at night ; has no memory, 
and is often delirious. Eodies seem to turn round, and sometimes 
he is laughing, crying, performs unnatural actions, is always cough- 
ing, has quick breathing, no appetite, the congue is black like char- 
coal, and irregular like that of a ccw, with pain, lllood, phlegm, air 
and bi!e flow from the mouth, the patient moves his head about 
continually, with thirst, watthir? and pain in the breast. The urine 
is secreted in small quantities, with costiveness and no perspiration ; 
great thirst, noises in the throat, so that there is a difficulty in 
comprehending what the sick person says ; with round elevations, 
and central depressions of a blue and red colour, over the sur- 
face of the body. The person vomits blood, mixed with phlegm, 
and his abd omen diminishes in size. Ills body does not become 
thin, hut his belly is heavy and enlaigcd. This kind of fever re- 
mains long, and much care and proper medicines are required for 
its cure. After the first stage, should the fever cordinue severe, 
it will be generally fatal ; and at the last stage of the fever the 
lower part of tlie ear (the parotid gland) swells. This is supposed 
to be a fatal sign. 

The 7th, 1 0th, r2th days, are always the days on which the fever 
is severe, or from these jicriotls the symptoms dimiaish in severity. 

In other books it Is stated that the critical days are the 7th, 9th, 
1 1th, 14th, 18th, 2‘2ud ; from which period the disease is diminish- 
ed or increase#. Those \^’ho live till the 22nd day generally recover. 

Inhere are thirteen kinds of mixed fever. In three kinds one of 
humours, that is the air, bile, or phlegm, are morbidly increased, or 
diminished beyond the others. In a second form two are increased 
or diminished. The thirteenth variety is that in which the three 
humours arc morbidly increased. 

1. Bisfiru a Bdtulhana, When the air is increased, the usual 
symptoms of this form of fever will be accompanied with a bad 
taste ill the mouth, difliculiy of breathing, shivciing, cough, yawn- 
ing, giddiness, syncope, delirium, and pain in the sides of the 
bell3^ 

2. Pittidbana or Jsu/enri. The peculiar symptoms of this form 
are looseness, giddiness, fainting, aphthae in the mouth, red spots, 
and a burning sensation, over the body. 

3. Korupono or Kaphtdbana, is distinguished by a feeling of 
languor, a difficulty in speaking, sleeping much, eyes cloudy, and a 
sweet taste in the mouth. 
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4. Pobru Bohru, Bdtapiitulbana* When bile is increased the 
person feels as if he had taken narcotic medicines, complaining of 
thirst, dry mouth, drowsiness, datulence, loss of appetite, cough, 
difficult of breathing, giddiness, and languor. 

5. Bato Solesot Vlbono^ or Sigrokarl, When the air and phlegm 
around the neck is stopped, fever comes on with shivering, fainting, 
sneezing, thirst, pains in the sides of the body and in the abdomen, 
and difficulty in breathing. 

6. Petu Soleao Bono Bolu, Js distinguished by a burning sensa- 
tion in the body with chilliness, much thirst, pain in the rigbc side 
of the chest, head-ache, pain in the breast and throat, vomiting 
phlegm and bile, looseness, difficulty of breathing, hiccough, and 
drowsiness. 

7. Bato-Peto-SoHso-Ulhono or Kutopdkolo, In this form the 
three air, bile and phlegm are morbidly increased, and like thunder, 
fire and the sword, it kills quickly. The peculiar symptoms of 
this form of fever are, the patient breathes slowly and imperfectly, 
he ia motionless, his eyes are fixed, and after three days he dies. 

8. Songonokohoko. The peculiar symptoms of this variety are 
delirium, languor, faintness, shivering, giddiness, and paralysis of 
half the body. This is a very dangerous disease. 

9. Pdkolo. Faintness, delirium, stiffness of the neck, head- 
ache, cough, difficulty of breathing, giddiness, drowsiness, severe 
pain in the chest, hemorrhage from the mouth, and nose, and the 
eyes being fixed characterise this form of fever. The patient gene- 
rally dies within tliree days. 

10. Jammo. In this variety severe pain in the t^ifst, and ab- 
scesses form in the liver, spleen and lungs ; and both the patient’s 
stools, and the matter vomited contain blood and pus. 

1 1 . Korkotoko. Is accompanied with a burning sensation in- 
ternally, the person cannot speak, his face and eyes become red, 
he cannot ex})e jtorate the phlegm from his throat, has severe lanci- 
nating pains in the breast, with drowsiness, difficulty of breathing, 
and hiccough. These symptoms increase daily ; the patient’s tongue 
becomes black and rough, his throat becomes covered with prickles, 
involuntary evacuations follow ; he moans much, like the cooing of a 
pigeon ; his mouth, lips, and palate are dry, he sleeps much, and he 
camiot speak, with convulsions, or nausea and vomiting. 

12. Boiddrlko, In this fever there is pain in the loins, the 
body is cool, and during the accession the body feels cold, with 
diarrhoea, , giddiness, languor, head-ache, drowsiness, pain in the 
neck and chest, cough, difficulty of breathing, and insensibi* 
lity. 
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13. Abhinydsa Jwara, Is characterized by dryness of the mouth* 
by the patient being always sleepy, and his body feels as if it be- 
longed to another person ; he speaks very little, and with great pain, 
is stupid, and breathes with difficulty. His internal heat is imi- 
nished, he feels an internal burning sensation accompanied with 
weakness, and a dead-like feeling of the skin. 

Treatment of Mixed fever. In this fever the patient must 
abstain from food ; he must be put into a sand-bath, and errhines, 
emetics, and expectorates administered to him. Should the person 
be drowsy several colyria are recommended. During this fever he 
should drink boiled water, which has been cooled. 

8/A. Accidental fever, (A'yantulca.) The causes of this order of 
fevers are injuries ; such as wounds, &c. They may also be produc - 
ed by the evil designs of an enemy, or a devil ; by the passions ; 
by the curses of a guru, a brdhman, ora prophet; by poison, or by 
the effects of air mixed with deleterious matter, as that proceeding 
from a kind of poisonous trees which are supposed to come from 
the east. These causes derange the air, bile, and phlegm, and thus 
produce fever. 

Adultery, grief for parents, friends, &c. derange also the air, 
anger deranges bile, and devils derange both air bile, and phlegm. 

When a man wants to kill another, or to remove an obnoxious 
individual to another country ; or tc have command of him, certain 
mantrae, and directions are given in the Tantra Shdstra for accom- 
plishing these. But should he err in any of the injunctions enjoined, 
the person bimelf wih be attacked with the fever, and he will not 
have power to injure the other. In some such cases the two front 
teeth are extracted to prevent the person blundering in pronouncing 
mantras. 

When the fever is produced by poisons the tongue is white, or 
black in the middle, the person has frequent stools, and fainting 
fits, and has no appetite, or memory, and complains of thirst, and 
pain over the body. By improper medicines this fever is sometimes 
produced with swooning, head-ache, and vomiting. 

Making offerings of fire, &c., to hr&hmans will cure this species of 
fever. When produced by a bad conjunction of planets, gifts will cure 
it. By giving shelter to the traveller, setting him in a dean 
place, washing his feet, giving him food, will prevent the con- 
sequence. Another form of cure is going to the principal sacred 
temples, and making offerings through the brdtmans. 

it is produced by the passion of love there is no memoiy, 
the person dozes, is lazy, and delirious. In tiiis variety eveiy thing 
cooling is to be given ; if emt^h is deranged, bitter things are to be 
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given ; if air^ cooling things ; if bile, sweet things. This fever is 
cured, when produced by poison, by the usual antidotes. When pro- 
duced by grief, remedies for curing bile are to be used ; when from 
lust, the person is to be comforted, and his purpose promised. If 
from fear, causes producing joy will perform a cure. 

When produced by tlie curses of a good man, or by the sorcery 
of another, want of memory and thirst are the peculiar symptoms 
present ; and when an evil spirit produces it, the person alternately 
is sorrowful and laughing ; and at otlier times he cries and laughs. 
These arc to be cured by ])roper prayers, stated in the shdstras, by 
binding the person, and beating him, by which the fever will 
be cured, as by these means the devil suffers, and is expelled. 

9th, Intermittent feeera {Bishama Jtmra), This is another form 
of fever, which occurs before and after attiu^ks of other kinds of 
fever ; by the derangements of the humoit^ of the body. The 
essential parts of the body such as chyle, bl^, muscles, fat, bone, 
semen, and marrow, in the order now mention^ may be affected. One 
or more are sometimes deranged, and form lio many types of fever. 

These are Santeta, Satata, Jnyejyuka, Trithjaka, Chdturthaka, 
The general symptoms . of intermittent fever are as follows : when 
the paroxysm occurs at uncertain periods the patient feels first, cold, 
then hot, and afterwards perspires. 

The following five varieties are described : 

1 . Santata continues for several days without an intermission. 

2. Satata has two paroxysms daily. 

3. Anyejyvka occurs daily, at the same hour. 

4. Tritiyaka occurs on alternate days. 

5. Chdturthaka occurs every fourth day. 

At the time of tl.e accession of the fever the paroxysm may be 
prevented by frightening the patient, by brandishing a naked sword 
before him, by adiaucing poisonous snakes nejir him, with the 
poisoned fangs removed, by the approach of dangerous elejihants, 
and by the alarm of thieves. For a like purpose on the day of the 
return of the fever, enictics, purgatives, diaphoretics, or s^^ong 
liquofs are to be exhibited. These are to be given before the 
paroxysm is expected. 

The following varieties of this class of fevers are described by 
Hindu Medical writers. 

1 . Santata-jwara affects the chyle and blood ; and it continues 
for 7, 10, or 12 days ; followed by au interval and again occurs’, 
and remains for several days. 

2. Satata has two paroxysms daily, one at night and another 
during the day. 
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When the person is vt^eak and the fever is old^ he is to live on 
light food, such as broths prepared with certain kinds of pulse, the 
flesh of birds and animals, which have been fed with gram. Others 
say there are two kinds of this fever, one of which commences with a 
cold fit, and another with a hot fit. The first gives much uneasiness, 
and is cured with difficulty. 

3. If the paroxysm of fever recurs at the same hour daily, it is 
called Anyejyuka. In this form use the following medicine : 

Take of bark of the nimha tree, 

Fafolapatra^ 

Brdkshydi 

Amlaka, 

Bihhitaka, 

Ilaritakl, 

The flowers of tb^ mutdt 
Ku‘ •'hi bark, 

two micshas of each, add a pint of water, and reduce the mixture to 
a half by boiling. Several medicines are also recommended to be 
mixed, ..ud the steam from the mixture is allowed to come in con- 
tact with the body, which has been covered, so as to be > :posed to 
the vapours. 

4. When the fever returns at an ' iterval of one day it is called 
Tritiyaka, These are the following three varieties ol this fever : 

a. When phlegm and hile are deranged in this fever, before the 
accession, pain is felt at the nape of the neck. 

h. When epiiit and phlegm are deranged, the patient first feels 
pain in the lolls. 

c. When air and bile are deranged, the fever is introduced 
with head-ache. For the cure of such fevers, various mantras are 
employed. 

.5. In Chdturthaka, the paroxysms of this fever occur every 
fourth day. When the paroxysm continues for two days, there is no 
paroxysm on the first and fourth day, the fever is that called 
Chdturthaka Biparjyaya, 

This fever presents the following symptoms. It commences with 
shivering, dryness, and swelling. The patient has no strength, so 
as not to be able to walk. He evacuates much bile, air, and 
phlegm which are particularly affected. 

Errhines are used for the cure of this fever. Certain roots are 
used for the same purpose, gathered on the nights of lucky days, 
and are sometimes tied to the hair of the head, and other parts of 
the body. When the body is heavy, with perspiration, and little 
fever and stools, it is called Proapiko, 
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When half the body is hot, and the other cold ; when what is eaten 
is not digested, and does harm ; the deranged bile and phlegm have 
produced these morbid symptoms. When the bile of the body is 
deranged, and the phlegm of the arms and legs, the body is hot 
and the hands and feet cold. When the phlegm of the body is 
deranged, and the bile of the hands and feet, the body is cold, and 
the hands and feet are hot. 

The fever is also modified, as the essential parts are deranged. 
Thus the air may be deranged in the blood, flesh, bone, marrow and 
semen ; and the supposed danger increasing in the order above stated, 
until the last, the semen, when the fever is considered always fatal. 

The type of the fever varies also according to the season of the 
year. Each of them forms two lunar months ; during J une and J uly, 
the rainy season (Barshd), air predominates, and the fevers takes on 
the clmracters of deranged air. The season called Sharata, autumn, 
or sultry months (Sept, and Oct.), the bile and the phlegm pre- 
dominate ; Hasan ta or spring (Feb. March and April), the phlegm 
is in excess; and is succeeded by derangement of the air and bile, 
followed by fever. 

Ahaka-jwarat (Nahra or Ndsii-jwara.) The natives of Bengal are 
subject to this peculiar form of intermittent fever. The description 
of it is not contained in the more ancient me Veal works. It is 
produced by a swelling of the Schiiiderian membrane, and is said 
to be caused by the airland phlegm derangnig the blood of the part. 
It is accompanied with palu over the body, but particularly in th« 
neck and back, and other sj'^mptoras of fever. 

It is of frequent occurrence in Bengal ; attacks adults alone, be- 
tween the age of 20 and 40 years of age. It is treated by the na- 
tives by abstracting a little blood from the nose by the pc' it of a 
needle, or by rubbing a little rough grass over tiie diseased part. 
Errhines are also of use, and those who take snuff daily are free from 
the disease. 


Order II. 

Small-poxy Masarikii.* 

Stimulating and heating substances prod > le tliis disease ; as also 
{umgent, acid, or saline substances, and improjier mixtures of food ; 
eating before the former food has been digested; unwholesome 
meats, and certain roots t fruits ; bad air or water ; and the influ- 

* In Persian it is styled Ckechak j in Sanskrit Ovti and Muspri 
or resembling a pUl or lentil mnsura, (Ervum hirsutum and 

Cicer lens.) 

2 D 
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dice of a bad planet. These causes derange air, bile, and phlegm, 
&c., which with the bad blood produces an eruption like the masAra. 

iiefore small-pox appears, fever occurs, witli pain over the body, 
but particularly in the back ; and itching, lassitude, stretching, 
restlessness, redness of the face and eyes, with cough. The skin 
swells sliglitlv, and is of an unusually red colour. 

Wlicn air is much deranged in this disease the pustules are of a 
dark-green, and red colour ; or dull, hard, and rough, and are 
accompanied with severe pain. This variety ripens slowly. 

When bile is deranged, in this disease, severe pain is felt in the 
large and small joitits, with cough, shaking, listlessncss and languor ; 
the palat ., lips and tongue are dry with thirst, and no appetite. 
The pustules are red, yellow, and white, and they are accompanied 
with hnming ])ain. This form soon ripens. 

When produced by diseased the pustules are large, white, 

and shining, with luiich itching, and less pain than the former kind. 
They ripen slowly. In this form, some of the general symptoms 
of small-pox arc aggravated. There is catarrh with chilliness, 
head -ache, fever, heaviness of the body, nausea, loss of the appetite, 
languor, drowsiness, and the patient sleeps much. 

When blood is dcrangcsl diarvUoen, lassitude, and stretching occur ; 
with thirst, laziness, want of appetite, burning over the surface, and 
the month becomes iileeraled. The eyes are red, strong fever is 
present, with the symjitoins already enumerated under deranged bile. 

When air, bile and jihlegm are deranged, in this disease the body 
has a blue colour, and the skiu seems studded with rice. The 
pustules become black and flat, are depressed in the centre, with 
miudi pain. They ripen slowly, and the discharge is copious, and 
very ftutid. 

When air. bile and phlegm are thus deranged the patient is al- 
ways dozing, he has no .appetite, breathes with difficulty, and is 
drowsy, restless and delirious. This form is cured with much difli- 
culty, and it is called Char. no or fatal form. 

The following are other varieties of Small-pox : — 

1 . Measles {Uoimniikd, Ham, B,) is produced by vitiated phlegm 
and bile, and the symptoms are fever followed by an eruption of 
small red papellae, like the roots of hairs ; these appear over the 
body, accompanied with loss of appetite and cough. 

2. IVaier-pL. {'^'opofoh, MasnrikAy Pdni Basanta, B.) The 
pnstules are large, a^d full of r-ater. In this form the skin is alone 
affected. 

When the biood is particularly affected in stnali-pox, the pustules 
ore of a redder colour, ha^e a tliinner cuticle than usual, and quickly 



ripen. Tliey may generally be t.ircd, but on being opened, should 
blood be discharged, the disease is incurable. 

When the pustules proceed from flesh they are hard and shining, 
they ripen slowly, and the skin covering the part is thick. The 
pain over the body is severe, with listlessness, itchiness of the skin, 
thirst, and fever. 

When the disease is prodi^ced by diseased fat, the pustules are 
large, soft, round, and slightly elevatctl, with severe fever and pain. 
This form is very dangerous, and is accompanied with loss of sense, 
laziness and stupo~ . §ome strong persons maybe cured of this disease. 

When the marrow is particularly diseased, the jmstulcs are very 
small, flat, and sliglitly elevated and dry. The person is insensible, 
with severe pain of a gnawing kind in the vital parts. TJiis form 
<|uickly destroys the person. 

Whcii the hones are particularly affected in this disease ; Ihoy 
feel pained, as if bored by an insect. The pufttulcs appear as if 
ripe, small, shining and very ^nder. The periQli feels chilly, rest- 
less, and delirium occurs, with a burning feeling., 

When semen is affected in this disease, the symptoms arc the 
same as when the hones are affected ; and this form is so fatal that 
AS soon as a person is affected with it ho dies> so that there is m» 
time for the pustules appearing. 

These different forms will be known by an experienced physician. 
When sniali-pox is caused by derangements in the skin, blood, bile, 
or phlegm ; or phlegm and bile, it \.ill be quickly cured. When air 
or bile ; or phlegm and air ; and wlicn the air, bile, and phlegm 
arc deranged the disease is incurable. Of the latter kind the erup- 
tions are sometimes like coral, or like rose-apple oval, like 

the iron wciglit of a fishing net, or like a grain of. linseed. The 
coloiu* of this dangerous form of small-pox varies according to the 
strength of the individual. The other bud symptoms are cough, 
hiccough, coma, fever of a severe kind, delirium, listlessness, ami 
thirst. The body remains very hot, blood flows from the inourh, 
eyes and nose, and there is a gurgling {ghar^hari) noise in the 
throat, with difficult and sonorous respiration. Such cases of sVnall- 
pox are incurable ; os also those in which great thirst is accompanied 
with difficutey in breathing, which is performed through the mouth. 

Should the elbow, wrists, or axilla swell after the small-}>ox, *thc 
person wOl be cured with difficulty. 

In Bh&baprakAsJui, a modern compilatipn, another .form of smrdl- 
pox is related. It is called Shifaf/tfl 

* The name of the goddess of small-pox, from shiia, cold, and la ; 
which indicates the cold treatment, which is most favourable for the 
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It commences with fevev, and the eruptions appear before the 
7th day, and they maturate before the 14th day. In another week 
they begin to dry. In this compilation, antiphlogistic remedies 
are recommended to be used from the beginning ; and tbe ashes of 
cowdung is to be rubbed over the body. When the pustules have 
been broken, the person is to drink cold water, and he should 
remain in a cool room. Such a cool regimen, with an airy and 
clean place to reside in, is all that is required. Febrifuge decoc-* 
tions are also used to diminish tbe fever, and i^arious religious 
ceremonies, with prayers and offerings^ are used. 

In the other Manuscripts the manii'er of treating small-pox varies 
according to its nature. In general, tlic treatment commences with 
rubbing ghee made hot, or warm water over the body, before tbe 
eruption appears ; an emetic should also be given. 

When the eruption makes its appearance the pustules arc rubbed 
over with turmerick, mixed with ghee. Cooling food is recom- 
mended, particularly the powder of fried rice and gram, boiled with 
sugar and water. Broths made of the birds, which pick with their 
bills, such as pigeons, &c., are to be used towards the termination 
of the disease. Nothing is said about a hot room, so that we may 
infer that the patient is to reside in an open airy place. Few people 
are allowed to visit the sick person ; dirty people are particularly 
excluded, and no one is allowed to touch the person. It is said to be 
contagious, but as it is generally considered as produced by sin, and 
the Hindus being predestinarians, this property of the disease is 
only casually stated in a few MSS. The treatment of small-pox is 
varied according to the humour particularly deranged. 

The air pox (Sdyic MasuriJed) is to be treated by exhibiting the 
decoction of the powder helamochee with red sandal-wood. In other 
cases a decoction of 

Gulancha, 

Coriander seed, 

Fanehamidiy 

Fdsnn, 

Rdtrif 
Vshira, and 

jDurdlahhd is recommended. 

Two tobi of each medicine is boiled in a pint of water to j ; 
this is given for a dose. The body is rubbed with ghee, mixed 
with a paste made of the bark of 

cure of tbe disease. iVhen attacked with the disease, the patient often 
vows to make an ofifi img at the shiine of Shitald, and as an earnest of 
that puts some pice into a vessel of water, as she loves every thing cold. 
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Madder^ (Manjista,) 

Bata, 

Shirisha, 

Urumborroh, mixed together. 

Kodi»ei*o (the leaves of Cakekim) and the leaves of Nim, are to 
be mixed, formed into a paste, and rubbed over the body. 

When the small-pox is situated in the mouth and throat, gargles 
made of 

Suharnamdhshyiky and 
Ddtrifdlas Emblic myrabalan, 
are formed into a decoction and taken with honey. 

When affecting the eye, the vapour of a decoction of v.hcat and 
licquorice is to be used. 

When the pustules are broken and drying up, the powder of the 
ashes of cow-dung, and the ashes of astringent trees, as the bark of 
the catechu tree and hata^ &c. are applied. 

Tlie diet in this variety of small-pox should consist of sweet 
articles of food with rice, and broth made of a decoction of peas. 

The treatment of small-pox produced by bile (Pitta Mashnka) 
is at the commencement, the decoction of 
Nim bark, 

Porpotoka, 

Pdta, Fatal, 

The red and white sandal-wood, 

XJehlra, Hellebore, 

Based, Durdlabhd, 

two iollah of each medicine, to two pints of water, which are to be 
boiled down to one pint. The decoction is to be taken in small 
quantities sweetened. 

In small-pox produced by deranged blood {Raktaja Masurikn) 
blood-letting, and the above decoction are required. 

Small-pox produced by deranged phlegm {Kapha Masurikti) is 
to be treated by a decoction of bitter plants ; and the body is to be 
rubbed with the bark of nhirisha and urumborroh. 

The treatment of Measles consist in administering the juice of 
vae leaves of mshabi with the powder of haridrd. 

The preventative means to be employed in this disease* are admi- 

* This small-pox is an example of a disease existing for a long 
period in one country, without penetrating into another. It is on this 
account that neither the Greeks nor the Homan authors were acquainted 
with this peculiar, and virulent disease ; while the account given above 
proves that it was well known at a very early period in Hindustan. It 
was its frequency which induced the Hindu physicians to attend to the 
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nistering the powder of tamarind seeds with the powder of turmerick 
daily in cold water, by which means the person will not be attacked 
with tlie disease. Tlie juice of plantain tree with white sandal-wood 
and water ; or the juice of Passo with licquorice will have the same 
effect. These are to be given likewise when the fever comes to 
check, or diminish the violence of the disease. 


It appears that the Chinese as we]l as the Hindus were familiar 
with small-pox many centuries before the Arabian pb.ysicians de- 
scribed it. It was probably conveyed westward by the Persian con- 
querorb of Hindustan ; which seems to be a further confirmation of 
the country from which it originally came, and the manner in which 
it gradually approached and eventually reached Europe. The dis- 
tance and the hot deserts through which the only intercourse for so 
long a period was held, preveiitod for a time its progress westward ; 
but, as navigation extended, ships from India would frequently 
touch at the Arabian ports of the Persian Gulph, and Red Sea, 
where it seems first to have appeared, A. 1). QOO. 

The description of the sniall-pox by llhazes,* the distinguished 
Arabian ph).sician, first drew the attention of the European phy- 
sicians to the disease. 

Some say it was introduced into Arabia in 572, the year that gave 
birth to Mohammad ; other testimonies seem to accord with the 
statement that it was at the siege of Mecca (A. D. 509), by Abraham 
that the Arabians v/ere first affected with the disease. 

The conquests of the followers of Moliammad conveyed the dis- 
ease to Persia, Syria, and Egypt ; and the successful stand made by 
the inhabitants of Constantinople, for some time prevented the 
spread of the disease beyond the Hellespont. So completely does 
this appear to have been the case, that llouus, a resident physician 
in that city in the tenth century, states that neither the small-pox 
nor measles were known iu his time in Constantinople 

The whole of the southern coast of the Mediterranean sea had 
been subdued by the Arabians ; but, it was not till the commence- 
ment of the eighth century that the disease was introduced into 
Sjiain by the Moors. The victorious Saracens overran Spain, cross- 
disease ; and its danger afterwards led them to erect a goddess which 
they now propitiate to prevent, as well as to mitigate^ the attack of the 
disease, 

* The translation was printed in England by Dr. Meade, in 1747 : sec 
his Works, page 997. 
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ed the Pyrenese mountains, and inundated the southern provinces 
of France. They were driven hack by Charles Martel ; but they 
left the small-pox and measles with the conquerors. From this 
source the diseases quickly spread over Europe. 

The Spaniards in their invasion of Hispaniola and Mexico con- 
veyed the same diseases to these countries, where it committed the 
most extensive ravages. It would thus appear that the small-pox 
as well as the measles commenced in Asia, and extended to Africa, 
Europe, and the new World. 

The ignorance, however, of the European nations, of the middle 
ages, was such, that they did not record any description of the first 
appearance of this peculiar and fatal disease in their different coun- 
tries. It was under the vague name of “ plague** or of “ consuming 
fire,” which was applied to eruptive pestilences in general, that it 
may have been described ; we may easily suppose that the great 
mortality which took place on the first introduction of the disease 
must have led the inhabitants to believe that the new disease pro- 
ceeded from the anger of an offended deity, inscmtible in his nature, 
and only to be prevented or cured by humiliatjon and prayers. 


Order III. 

Acute Rheumatism (A'mbdt), 

This disease is produced in dispeptic patients who lead a sedentary 
life, taking improper food, or are intemperate. All indigestable 
food has this eflcct ; such as oleaginous articles, particularly when 
tlie person, at the same time, takes much exercise. By such causes 
the chyle is not properly prepared, and indigested food (Am) is 
formed in the stomach. This Am is carried into the great abdomi- 
nal vessels. The deranged chyle produced in this manner, by the 
morbid condition of air, bile, or phlegm is like mucilage, and 
deranges all the abdomen. This (Amras) morbid chyle is the 
cause of all the varieties of this disease. The deranged phlegm 
and air are accumulated in the loins producing pain and rigidity of 
the body, and hence it is called Amhdty (air mixed with morbid 
chyle.) From the loins it extends over all the body. 

The general symptoms are pain over the body, loss of appetite, 
thirst, w'aut of appetite, languor, heaviness, fever, and there is a 
deadened sensation of the parts. When this disease is in such an 
aggravated form, it is most difficwlt to cure. 

When the deranged phlegm and air with the morbid chyle passes 
to the wrist, ankle, neck, hip, knee, loins, it produces a burning 
sensation, much pain, like the bite of the centipede, with swelling. 
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The per&oii feels great iassitiide with a copious flow of urizie ; he 
eaiiaot sleep, and complains of pain in the abdomen ; and is dis- 
tressed witli thirst, vomiting, giddiness, fainting, pain in the chest, 
costiveness, &e. 

When bile is much deranged in this disease tliere is a biirniiijs: 
sensation and redness of the ])art and when air is ])riiicipiillv 
deranged, the pain is ^ery severe. When pldegm is uiueli derang-ed, 
the itching and rigi(h‘\v of the part is considerable, and it feels as 
if it was covered with a wet cloth. When one hmnour is alone 
affectc<l, it is curable, when two it is ditheidt to enre, and ^^lleu 
three, and the whole body is aflected the cure is very dillieult, tedi- 
ous, and the disease is even fatal in some cases. 

Trenf/iWift, This should be commenced fasting, diaphore- 
tics, and bitters, tonics, and stomaehies. Heating medicines ^^i^h 
purgatives and enemas arc also of much use in this disease. The 
sand-bath is also used, and on the leaves of tlie ca^tor-oil plant hot 
sand is to he jdaeed, and this is to he applii'd to the pained parts. 
The following \apoiir-bath is also recomineuded. Steep old rice in 
w'ater until it toi'iiients, the water ia tlieii poured olf, and the fol- 
lowing mer!i(‘ine-. are put into it : 

The .seCvhs of Poliehos bidorus, {ladutlku^) 

Teel seed, (///,) 

The rout of the castor-oil shruh, 
liurley, 

Inu^eed, 

]3oerInnia difl'usa alater, 

H\) f(»iir seers of water, take a tolali of each oi’ these medicines ; 
boil, and in this state plaee the >essel^w’ith the mouth partly closed 
under the eliair in which the patient sits, his whole person being 
covered with a thick cloth. Se>eral pots arc to be })rcparcd in the 
above manner. Ho will thus remain fur twenty minutes to half an 
hour. 

Several kinds of plasters arc likewise used. The following is a 
speeinieu of tliis class of medicines. Take of the roots of the 
Ahrns prccatorius, {Uiny^hhui,) 

The Morungft. Guilandina sigviia, 

to be mixed with cow’s urine, and tlie earth of ant-hills so as to 
form a paste, which is to be applied hot to the affected part. 

For jmrgatives takt* half a toU of 

Convolvulus turjicthum, (Tewr/,) 

Sixteen ratis of rock salt, 

Aud a little ginger, 
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with two ounces of conjee water. These are mixed and exhibited 
as a purgative. 

Take of dashanUtlay (already explained,) 

Minispermum glabrum, {gulancha,) 

Castor-oil seeds, 

Erondo and Mimosa octandra, (rdandy) 

Ginger and Pinus debdaru, {dehddruy) 
of each 32 ratis, mix in a pint of water, which is to be boiled down 
to a quarter of a pint. Take this twice a day for seven days. 
T^ j;pnic and stimulatjng^,<jl^coction is prepared 
PP*! see(^?:kil}W-pepper.<the roots 
f^umbagj^ ginger ; of each 32 

be ppt in|q^ pint o^^water, and boiled down to a quarter of a pint. 
Tal^^^his jjjrice a 

t he ' the richoiaiithcs 

4 f. «®e, ba?Jfy,^,a kind of pea is^j^S 9 vfjS^ 

(C^ 0 ^akq^., iS'wsArij^^j^r^cg^jQmends the patient to wear a warm 
dress, and to reside in a warm close room. 


* 

Order IV. 

Swellings, {Shot ha,) 

j^.Tqp|er.tl4s head i^' j^q^^red swellings of different kinds. When 
ajr jg^derapgfd, an^^jyes with the diseased blood, bile, andphlegiiV 
it ,j(^j^veys, them to^^e external parts of the body, stops the airt 
v^^is, and their contents, which accumulate, and produce swel- 

isei. Ml.- . 

^T lyj| disease is oa^ed by great fatigue m walking, with fasting ; 
by indi^stable cakes, sour articles of food, vegetables, 

'* i »ky debilitates the humours, and by other 

ijj^^establp, or unh^alt|iy articles of food and mixtures, In othqi: 

produced^J^, leading a sedentary life, personal neglect of 
ly^i^iLpines,^ uncleannes$» injuries to vital parts, untimely parturition, 
^h^^pp jprqppr uso of emctics and purgatives, and piles. These cause 
l^^gg-eljling^of the body, which is accompanied with pain and heavi- 
iieq|;^;rest]|fi||sness, h^^t, and discolouration of the body, 
b Ch^fika there are nine varieties of Sothah, three 

being produced by air, biie, and phlegm, when affected separately ; 


♦ Charaka, 
2 E 
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three when two humours are deranged ; one when three are deranged 
at the same time ; one when caused by an injury, and one by poison. 
Sushruta does not allow that three varieties are produced by the 
combination of two diseased humours ; and consequently considers 
this disease as having only five varieties produced by general, and 
one by a local, or accidental cause. 

1 . When air is deranged the swelling passes from one part to 
another, the skin is thin, the surface dry and soft, of a red or black 
colour, with dullness of feeling. The parts when pressed pit, but 
they recover the level on the pressure being removed. The symp- 
toms increase in the day time. 

2. When the swelling is produced by deranged bile the swell- 
ing is moist, and has a bad smell, is of a yellow, red, and black 
colour, produces various kinds of pain, and ripens soon. In such 
cases the body is soon fatigued, the patient is feverish, perspires 
much, complains of thirst, and dullness, the pulse is very frequent, 
his eyes of a red colour, and the pain is severe. 

3. Phlegm. Dropsy is characterized by always remaining in 
one place, is of a yellowish pale, and shining colour, is cold and 
hard, and painfully itchy. The patient has no appetite, and congh 
is discharged from the mouth and nose, the person is always sleepy, 
the swelling and the internal heat are diminished, and when the 
disease occurs it causes much uneasiness to the person, and is 
cured slowly. Pressure does not diminish this variety, the symp- 
toms of which increase at night. 

4. 5, 6, 7. When two of the above humours are deranged, the 
symptoms of both forms of the two humours, stated above, are 
present ; and when three are deranged, all the symptoms are present 
in the separate varieties. 

8. Accidental Swellings (Abhighdtaja shotha), when the body 
is wounded by a cutting instrument, by injuries ; or when bruised by 
an accident, breathing cold air, and the air of the ocean is of much 
use. The vapour or juice of the marking-nut {hhalldtaka) applied 
to the body, or rubbing the part with cowach (kapikachchhA) will be 
of use. These produce swelling, heat, and redness, accompanied with 
the other symptoms of diseased bile. Bad water, cither drank, 
or with which the body is washed, produces such swellings of 
parts. 

9. Bishaja-shotha. When the poison of any animal is taken by 
the mouth, is introduced into the system by a wound, or by contact ; 
when urine is applied to a wound, or the person wears a cloth that is 
<lirty, is covered with excrement, or he b*eatlies air coming from a 
poisonous tree it produces this form of swelling. The application 
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of the powder of different poisonous articles, or of certain animals 
walking over the body, produce the same effect : Thus if frogs, 
&c. discharge their urine upon a part, it swells. The poison is 
either discharged from the trunk, teeth, or nails of the animal into 
the wound. By such causes the part swells, bepomes pendulous, 
and is accompanied with pain. These swellings are soft, rise quick- 
ly, and are not fixed in one place, but move about. Sometimes they 
are quickly produced, and increase downwards ( distid) / and are 
very hot, and painful. When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged in 
the stomach (dmdsiya)^ the swelling occurs in the head and upper 
extremities, when deranged in the small intestines (pankaskaya)y 
the swelling will occur in the trunk, and when in the rectum (an^ 
daka)y the swelling will occur in the lower extremities. When air, 
bile, and phlegm are deranged over the body, it will swell the 
whole body, and pass from one part to another, 
to another. 

When the swelling occurs in the trunk of t\ie body it will be 
cured with difficulty, and also when the swelling ill over the body. 
When the upper or lower half of the body is affected the disease 
is dangerous, or when the swelling proceeds proximated from the 
part first affected. 

The swelling will not be cured when the person breathes with 
noise and difficulty, when accompanied with thirst, vomiting, 
weakness, hiccough and fever, and when he has no appetite, and is 
affected with diarrhoea and severe pain (sul). Such a diseased 
person will die. When the swelling commences in the feet of the 
male, or in the face of the female, both are very dangerous. It is 
also very dangerous in both sexes, when the swelling is about the anus. 

When the swelling is recent, with no bad symptoms, it will be 
cured. When the throat and vital parts are swelled with much 
pain; or when it attack infants, or old persons, or ver^ v^eak 
persons, the disease will be fatal. 

Treatment* In this disease sour and salt food are to be avoided ; 
curdled milk, jagary, fat, milk, wine, oil, ghee, unleavened bread, 
and all indigestable kinds of food are to be avoided ; the per- 
son should also avoid sleeping during the day, as also broths made 
of thefiesh of domestic animals, andvenery. When the deranged air 
produces thb disease, medicines for curing air are to he exhibijied ; 
such as castor oil, or the powder of the bark of the root of Teuri 
(Convolvulus turpethum). These purgatives are to be repeated at 
intervals for a fortnight, or a month. 

When bile is deranged, ghee prepared with a decoction of as- 
tringent medicines, such as the bark of nyagrodha (Fic^.s Indica), 

2 E 2 
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and other such medicines are to be used. When phlegm is much 
deranged take prepared ghee in a decoction of the Cassia fistula, 
and medicines with the like qualities. 

Besides the above remedies the following general indications of 
treatment are followed : — Different preparations of Iron are used. 
In like manner equal quantities of marabuline and jagary are exhibi- 
ted daily; or dry-ginger, black and long pepper, with saltpetre, 
and the oxide of iron, in equal parts, are to be mixed with cow’s 
urine, and are to be exhibited daily. 

Diet. The diet is to consist of barley, with the decoction of mudga 
(a kind of pea), and flour ; no salt nor ghee is to be used. 

The warm bath, with a decoction of nim leaves, (Melia azadirachta,) 
arha (Calotropis gigant^j'\ of hog-weed (harshdhhk), is to 

be applied to the swelled parts. 

Various kinds of external medicines are applied hy up the 
swelling. Such as mustard powder, rock salt, (Lea hirta) sdngua- 
\a. For the same reason strong purgatives and emetics are occa- 
sionally used. General bleeding is useful when the disease occurs 
without the presence of any other disease. 

The juices of several roots mixed with recent cow- dung are 
recommended to be rubbed over the swelled part. In the same 
manner irritating substances are applied to the swelled part to 
disperse it. 

In other cases milk is heated, and the mouth of the pot with the 
hot milk is applied over the swelled part. 

It is always proper to give oliagi lous substances internally, to 
jiromote perspiration, and to rub the above mixtures externally 
over the part. 


Order V. 

Great Fatness, (Medah.) 

Cause. When persons remain without exercise, sleep during the 
day, take too much ghee, milk, and preparations of sweetmeats, rice, 
and different kinds of indigestable cakes, the chyle becomes oily, 
and sweeter than natural, and as it circulates it produces fatness. It 
is accompanied by the following symptoms ; — ^The person feels a 
difficulty of breathing, thirst, is not sensitive, is always sleepy and 
uneasy, and cannot the body or work ; such a person has 

always a good appetite, his perspiration has a disagreeable smell, 
he has less inclination for women. He speaks indistinctly ; and the 
other essential parts of the body are not nourished. The fat is 
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alone inflamed, and such a person usually dies of diabetis, carbuncle, 
fever, flstula-in-ano, or large internal abscesses. He is also subject 
to disease of the air {bdyu)y and the diseases he may contract are 
always severe. When such a disease occurs, he should avoid the 
causes of fatness ; and should also take different preparations of 
iron with cow's urine. 

The powder of bitumen with cow's urine is exhibited in this 
disease. Guguh (Ainyris agallochum) and the sulphurate of an- 
timony is recommended iuteruaily, with honey and water, barley, 
mugh (a kind of pea), and other kinds of dry tonic food. Exercise, 
enemas, with tonics, and those medicines which make the body 
thin should be used. 


Order VI. 

Emaciation, (Kdrsa.) 

If a person takes dry food which does not contain much nourish- 
ment, as astringent and pungent kinds of foo(^ much exercise, and 
venery, they produce emaciation; if he indulges in too much study, 
fear, grief, thinking, watching at night, or food in small quantities, 
the chyle is formed and absorbed in small quantities, docs not circulate 
and nourish all parts of the body, and produces emaciation. In 
such a state the person becomes weak and cannot bear hunger or 
thirst, heat or cold, currents of air, or rain. Such a person is 
liable to tlie attacks nervous diseases, or diseases of air; 
and will die of astlima, consumption, adtis, despepsia, g&lma 
heematemesis, or hsemopysis. — Such a person has severe attacks 
of diseases. 

Treatment, Such a person should use milk, ghee, animal and 
sweet articles of food, with barley, and flour. He should sleep irt 
the day time, avoid venery, and not work much. The powder of 
poischia, asuganda, biddri, shatdbari,,balla, mid ndgaballn, are used 
as tonics, with alteratives. 


Order VII. 

Burning of the Body, (Ddka ) 

This is generally a symptomatic disease attended with fever. 
The blood of the whole body is affected in this disease, the 
body becomes hot, and the patient complains of a burning sen- 
sation over the body, as if hot charcoal was applied to the surface 
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which becomes of a red colour like copper. The eyes ot such a 
person are red, and his breath is like hot iron. 

There are seven forms of this disease, one being produced by 
bile, another by blood, the third by external injury of the trunk, 
the fourth by not quenching thirst, the fifth by the injury of vital 
parts, the sixth by excess in drinking, and the seventh by the loss 
of the essential parts of the body, as chyle, blood, &c. 

1 and 2. When produced by bile it is accompanied with fever. 
When blood is affected the body, eyes, &c. become red, and he com- 
plains of a burning sensation over the body, 

3. When any viscus is injured, and is filled up with blood, 
and affects a ddha which is difficult to cure. 

4. When produced by excessive drinking the internal heat 
comes out externally, and is increased by the derangement of bile 
and blood. It then produces great burning of the body. 

5. If a foolish person does not drink water, when he is very 
thirsty, the watery part of the body is diminished ; and the internal 
heat is increased, producing a burning of the external and internal 
parts of the body ;‘^his throat, palate, tongue and lips, become 
dry, and the tongue protrudes, with shaking of the body, 

6. When the essential fluids of the body are diminished by 
any cause, as an excess in venery, too much exercise, copious eva- 
cuation of any of the fluids, the body feels very hot, and the patient 
faints, has much thirst, his voice becomes low and altered, he 
cannot move his body, and soon dies. 

7. When any vital part is injured, as the bladder, heart, or 
brain, it produces a burning sensation over the body which is incu- 
rable. 

When the body feels cold to another while the patient is suffering 
from an internal burning, it is always a very unfavourable symptom 
in this kind of disease. 

Treatment. Take clarified old ghee and the flowers of barley, mix 
them well together, and rub it. over the body. In old cases, water 
with vinegar should be applied to the body. Cloths wet in old 
and fermenting rice-water. In other cases sandal-wood reduced to a 
paste between two stones, with which the root of the Andropogon 
muricatum, a fragrant grass, is to be mixed and applied over the 
body. 

The free use of the pmkd is likewise recommended, and the 
patient should sleep or lie upon the leaves of the water-lily or 
plantain, and use the cold bath. He should take internally the juice 
of the sugar-cane, and diflerent kinds of eharhate, the decoction of 
the stalk of the water-lily, a sort of fennel (Anethum pamnorium). 
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coriander seed, Emblice, myrabolan, and the fragrant wood of 
the padmakdikthay of each 32 ratis : boil in a pint of water so as 
to reduce it to half a pint, which is to be taken two or three times 
a day. Other antiphlogistic means are likewise recommended. 

Burning of the feet (pdda-ddha) is a Tariety of this order ; 
and is a peculiar, severe and very untrabtable disease of India. In 
the treatment it is recommended that leeches should be applied to 
the feet, with the continued application of the mixture* of masdra 
(Ervum hirsutum). This is rubbed between two stones with water 
and applied to the feet. Butter is likewise recommended to be 
rubbed on the feet, *which are then to be brought near the fire. 
With these means the usual treatment of hdta-rakta (slight 
leprosy) is to be followed. 


Order VIII. 

Jaundice, (Pdndu,) 

This disease is produced by excesses in vtnery, eating earth, 
sour or salt food, or drinking much wine. It is likewise produced 
by sleeping during the day, and eating very hot things, which 
derange the air, bile, and phlegm. 

There are five kinds of this disease produced by deranged air, 
bile, or phlegm ; when these three are deranged together, and when 
produced by eating earth, especially chalk. When the air, bile, or 
phlegm are diseased, they derange the blood ; and produce the pale 
or yellowish white colour of the skin. Before the disease appears 
the skin feels as if pinched, the sputa is red, the person cannot do 
any work, and has a desire to eat earth ; his eye 'ids swell, the dejec- 
tions and urine are yellow, and whatever is eaten is not digested. 

1 . When air is deranged producing this disease, the skin, urine, 
and eyes, or other parts, are rough, dark-coloured, and brown- 
ish with shaking, pain over the body, and the dejections and urine 
are constipated, with giddiness. 

2. When the bile is deranged, the urine, dejections, and eyes 
are of a yellow colour, the body is hot, with thirst, and fever, there 
are frequent dejections, and the surface of the body is very yellow. 

3. Phlegm, In this form the phlegm proceeds from the mouth 
and nose, the person often dozes and complains of lassitude and 
heaviness of the body ; the skin, eyes, and face are of a whitish 
colour ; the urine is also pale. 

* Rather plaster, as it is thick, is spread over the part and allowed 
to remain. 
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4. When the air^ bile and •phlegm are at the same time derang- 
ed, there is fever, no appetite, retching and vomiting, the person 
complains of thirst, and the body feels painful and tired. When 
such a person is very weak and insensible the person will die. 

5. When produced by eating earth there are three kinds; one 
deranging the a/r, another the hiley and a third the phlegm. 
Astringent earth {kasAya mritika) also deranges air; salt-earth 
(usara), deranges bile; and sweet-earth (madhura), deranges the 
phlegm, W’^hen earth deranges the elements of the body, and 
whatever is eaten remains undigested, the blood which is formed 
stops the mouths of the vessels of the intestines that carry the 
chyle, blood, &c., and they derange the senses. The strength of 
the body is impaired, and the surface becomes pale and yellow, 
and it produces dispepsia. In this form of Jaundice the person 
feels drowsiness, languor, cough, has difficulty in breathing, pain 
in the belly, and feels no appetite ; his cheeks and eyelids swell, 
also the legs, umbilicus, and penis ; diarrhoea occurs, and the de- 
jections are as if they consisted of a mixture of blood and phlegm, 
with worms. 

Frognoais, Wlieu there is much fever with dispepsia, nausia, vomit- 
ing, thirst, and languor occur ; when the person is very weak and 
insensible, or when caused by the derangement of the three hu- 
mours, or when very chronic, with rough skin md swelling over 
the body the prognosis will be unfavourable. Should the patient 
see every thing yellow he will not soon get well. W^hen constipa- 
ted, when tl)e dejections are yellow and mixed with bile, when 
accompanied with diarrhoea and much fever, restless and thirst, and 
when the eyes, teeth and nails become yellow, the prognosis must 
be unfavourable. In like manner, when the extremities are swollen, 
and the trunk is thin, or when the tnink is swollen and the extre- 
mities are small ; or when there is much swelling about tho anus, 
penis and scrotum, the prognosis must be guarded. When the 
patient suffers much, when senseless, or when attacked at the same 
time with dysentery and fever, such patients the physician should 
not treat. 

A variety of Jaundice is named kdmakf, which is produced by 
eating much sour, salt, and other indigestable articles of food after 
an attack of Ja^’^dice. In tliis case the bile is much affected, and 
produces yellowness, pai. ■’ularly of the face, accompanied with drow- 
siness, loss of strength, and ti ' other symptoms above stated. 

If in kdmald there is swel'mg and pain in the joints, then it is 
called kumbha- kdmald (from mnbhay a water-pot, and kdmaldy Jaun- 
dice). In this case the dej Hioni^ and urine are of a dark or 
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yellow colour ; the body is swelled, and the eyes and mouth are of a 
red colour. When vomiting takes place the matter vomited is of a 
red colour, as also the dejections and urine. 

In some cases the patient is delirious, his body is hot, he has no 
appetite, is thirsty, and the dejections and urine become constipated r 
such cases are unfavourable. In other cases the person dozes, and the 
internal lire and the understanding, arc much affected. Such persons 
will soon die ; as will be the case when there is vomiting with no appe- 
tite, fever, debility, noise in breathing, cough, and frequent dejections. 

Another form of Jaundice is called llalimaJca or Ldcorokaka, 
This variety is produced by air and bile, and is characterized by fever, 
pain over the body, giddiness, languor, drowsiness, emaciation of 
the body, with the symptoms of the from of Jaundice produced by 
air and bile. 

The Treatment of Jaundice should be commenced by exhibiting 
several doses of mild purgatives, and emetfes. The purgatives 
usually consist of Cassia fistula, or myrobalaii with sugar. Before 
taking these he is to eat freely of ghee, which has been boiled iu 
turmerick. The patient’s body should be anointed with oil, after 
he has taken the above mixture for seve^ral days, and it has 
acted freely ; the next object is to discharge impurities from the 
head by means of errhines with glysters : such as the powder of 
the oxide of iron, with ginger, black and long pepper, with biranga. 
It is also recommended to give the foeces of the goat, mixed with 
black salt (bitlavan), and turmerick. These are made into a powder 
with honey, and taken frequently, for several days. A quarter 
or half a told of the powder of the bark of Convolvulus turpethum 
{teuri) may also be exhibited in sugar, as a purgative. A wine 
produced by fermented sugar is also to be used in this disease. 
Butter-milk and rice must be taken for a long time, as they will 
improve the appetite, and cure the disease. The patient should 
also take broths prepared with venison and prunes. 

If air, bile, and phlegm are much deranged, medicines to cure these 
are to be given with the other remedies. If the patient, along with 
the above symptoms, has swelling of the anus, penis, and scrotum, 
and is senseless, with dysentery and fever, he is not to be treated. 

In the form of Jaundice, called kumbha kdldma, the rust of iron 
is recommended to be heated to a white heat, eight times, and each 
time it is to be thrown into the urine of the cow. This is then 
powdered, and taken with honey in doses of about half a dram. 

In the variety of Jaundice called Halimaka prepared ghee 
with the juice of raisins, Minispermum glabrum (gulanchu), and 
myrobalan (ftnUakii)^ is often used with advantage. 

2 F 
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Order IX. 

Nervous Diseases, (Bata By/tdhL) 

These diseases are produced by the continued use of dry, cold, 
nr light articles of food, taken in unusually small quantities ; exces- 
sive /enery, and watching ; improper and violent exercise ; fasting ; 
and coi)ious discharges of blood, or other evacuations. They are 
also priduced by much jumping, swimming, or fighting, wear- 
ing wet cloths, or wanting to do impossibilities, as raising 
weights, &c. Any cause producing the absorption of parts by 
which the individual is weakened, and swoons ; too much thinking, 
sorrow, grief, fear, and other diseases producing emaciations ; sleep- 
ing uncomfortably during the day, or in an unusual position ; anger, 
or not attending to the calls of nature ; the accumulation of indiges- 
table food, or certain injuries of vital parts, produce these diseases. 
They arc also caused by the person falling from a height, by riding 
very fast on an elephant, horse, or camel, or whatever goes very 
fast. These causes derange air, filling the empty vessels in one 
part, or over all the body, and thus produce the symptoms of the 
disease. 

When air is so deranged it produces the following symptoms : 
the muscles of the small joints arc contracted with rigidity, and 
cannot be moved. These symptoms are accompanied with so much 
pain, that they seem as if broken by force. The skin becomes rough, 
the person speaks nonsense, and complains of pain in the joints of 
the hand, back, and head ; he cannot sleep, nor walk with vigour, 
and is deformed, and the members become thin. When women 
are so affected, they have miscarriages, and it diminishes the semen, 
and stops menstruation. The parts affected shake, there is no 
feeling in the part, the person has severe pain in the head, and 
no smell ; the eyes b Hjorne dry and dull, and a painful weight 
is felt in the pit of the stomach, and stiffness of the nape of the 
neck. These symptoms are accompanied with spasm of different 
parts, with loss of sense and great fatigue. 

These different causes, and the different parts of the body affected, 
produce various forms of the disease. When the air is deranged in the 
abdomen, the dejections and urine are constipated, pain is felt in the 
abdomen and its sides, and diseases of the heiart, hysteria (^ulma), 
and piles (arsha), are produced. When air is deranged generally 
there is much pain over the body, which shakes with pain in the 
joints* They feel as if broken. When situated in the pelvis it stops 
the usual evacuations, with great pidn, and flatulem^, and produces 
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gravel, and the stone. In women it produces deformities in the 
foetus, and the plurality of children. When air is deranged in the 
anus, the legs, thighs, os coccygus, hands, and breast are painful, and 
the body is thin. When deranged air if situated in the stomachy the 
sides, back, scrobiculus cordis, and navel are painful, with thirst, 
belching, and cholera; the person complains of cough, and the 
throat and mouth are dry, with asthma. When air is deranged 
in the small intestines (pan/cdskay), they make a noise, with scanty 
dejections, and little urine. Such a person has uneasy choliky 
pains in the abdomen, with pain in the lower part of the back. 

When air is deranged in the or gam of senst it destroys their 
functions. When deranged in' ‘the sJcin it becomes dry, rough, and 
has no feeling ; has a black colour, and is painful. In some cases 
it is stretched over the body without wrinkles, and is of a red 
colour, accompanied with pains in the joint!, and slight chops in 
the skin over the body. 

When air is deranged in the bloody great pa|n is felt in the body 
which is hot, and the colour of the skin is tianatural. The body 
is thin, the person has no appetite, and the ikin has red eruptions 
over it, and after eating the body is unwieldy, and the person cannot 
work. When air is deranged in the flesh or fat the body is heavy, 
with pain, as if beaten with a stick, and the person is much fa- 
tigued. 

When air is deranged in the hones and marrow the long bones and 
joints are very painful ; his strength and flesh become diminished ; 
the person has no sleep, and pain is very severe and continued. 

When air is deranged in the semen it is quickly discharged, or is 
constipated, and in women it retains the foetus long in the uterus, or 
abortions are produced. The semen in such cases has an unusual 
colour, and produces twins. 

When air is deranged in the vessels it produces painful contraction, 
or fulness of the vessel. 

I When air is deranged in the nerves (tendons ?) the whole body 
may be diseased, or it may be confined to one situation. It produ- 
ces episthotonos, with lameness, spasm, and cramps of the leg, with 
hemiplegia. 

When in the joints it produces swellings, and pain in the joints* 

When the vital air {prdn bdyu), which is situated in the thorax, is 
deranged with bile, it produces vomiting with a burning sensation of 
the parts. When this air is mixed with phlegm it produces weakness, 
debility, langour, and drowsiness ; and the taste for food is deranged. 

Vitid air in the throat (uddn bdyu), when mixed with bik pro- 
duces great heat in the body, swooning, fainting, and languor. 
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When mixed with phlegm there is no perspiration, horripilation is 
felt over the body ; the person becomes melancholy, has little inter- 
nal heat in the stoma^, and the body feels cold. 

Vital air in tjie. umbilici region^ {sanidna bayu), when mixed 
with bile, produces »IW^,|)erspii[^i^j;U .burning sensation of the 
body, f«nt.^^,^4 swpqpi,^. with, phlegm constipa- 

tion of thft%ep,tions and urine, and a state of goose-skin over the 
surface may be remarked. ^ ^ 

Vital air in the anus {ap&aa ® arn^^hen mixed with bile the 
body IS very hot, or is only sligh,^4^pUj^ ind the urine is bloody. 

phlegm .the pfir^ftj^as.,.a sense of heaviness in 
the %er,pa^ of the trunk, and the body feels cold. 

Vit^ air, over the body {bydn. when mixed with bile the 
body ,13 very hot, and.^gro are comvuls; uns of the extremities, with 
great fiftigue. When mixed with phlegm the person remains stupid, 
and ““d he feels pain, and swellmg of the body. 

Difffirent varieties of nervous diseases are thus supposed to be pro- 
duced by the derangements of the air {bdyu). In Bhdbaprakdsha 
eighty^yaneties are described. The following may be considered the 
mosjt important:— 

l;v Thpn air is much deranged, and passes into the different 
vessels of the body it produces contractions of the body. This 
form is called aMyepaka, or spasm idic convulsions. 

2. ,, When air is deranged, and rises from its situation, it pro- 
duces pain in the chest, head, and temples. The body and mem- 
bers are bent like a Ijow ; and it produces convulsions. The person 
has diflSculty in breathing, the eyes are fixed and shut. The person 
moans, and has little sense. This form is called apatantraka or rigid 
spasms. Ill this disease the body is drawn up either backwards 
or forwards, or to either side. 


3. When the eye remains fixed, with loss of sense, the person 
“f is dislodged from the chest with relief, 
and followed by weakness of the senses : it is called ddruna or 
apantdnaka, 

4y When air is mixed with phlegm, and is situated in the 
vessels, the person is rigid like a stick, hence its name U daiidd- 
patdmka. 


5. men the body is bent like a bow it is called dhanmtambha. 

mri»#ranged.iijthe fingers, ankles, belly, chest, 
" the n^-fis ^ t’^se pafl;3.j,tipd forces the 

-Ms/grWFa^h^^ft^lw^j^nif^^with gpd vt^^t^ of phlegm ^ 

ibi. f,™ i. 
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7. When the air affects the veins of the back it produces apos- 
trotonas (hdjhyd-dma) ; this form is incurable, as the breast and 
back joints are broken by the violence of the symptoms. This 
variety of the disease is produced by external injuries, in miscarri- 
ages, and great hemorrhages, 

8. Pakhydgkdta (paralysis, hemiplegia^ There m e two varieties 
of this disease, one affecting one side of the body, and another af- 
fecting one half of the body taken transversely. When air affects 
the vessels and nerves of one side, it produces this disease ; when 
the person loses the power of that part, which is without feeling, 
and with loseness of the joints. When deranged air alone produces 
hemiplegia^ the disease will be cured with difficulty. When air and 
bile, or air and phlegm produce this disease it may be cured ; but 
when there is great weakness of the essential parU of the body, as 
after hernorrhagia in parturition or injuries, the disease is incurable. 

9. When all the body is palsied it is called sarbdnga-rog. 
When air and bile are both deranged, it produces great heat of the 
jjio^yi, , and faintii\^...j When air is deranged with phlegm, the body 
is ^ojd, i^ swelled, and heavy. 

tijc^Qnr hannstambha, (Tetanus and Trismus ?) When 

^j^p,,4iif^5^f^fdorange,(J by a person speaking very, Ip, ud, or by eating 
mouthfuls of meat, or hard things, or laughing much, or 
jpping.i pr, sleeping uncomfortably, or bearing heavy weights, it 
effects the lower jaw or half the face and neck, which it draws later- 
ally, and the head shakes. The person cannot speak, there is a 


deformity of the eye, nose, mouth, and neck, with pain in these 
as also in the chin and teeth, and the senses are in an unheal- 
tliy state. The dangerous symptoms of this disease are when the 
severe, and he cannot move his eyelids, 
distinctly; when the mouth is turned to one side, and 
with the shaking of the part of the body, as the head, has continued 
fp]:, gr more y^ars. In all these spasmodic diseases the symp- 
toms fo|r a time disappear, and again recur. 


w lii A* , ^^onietiraegjYUi|e cleaning the ^pngue ^ith» t^e tongue-scraper, 
As injury, the air is 

dislocated, 

ffeS t# Aft iFOTPS . 

remains straight and rigid. This is 

eafted mai^dstambha^ 
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13. When the air affects the nerve of the tongue, it becomes 
rigid and immoveable, and the person cannot speak, eat, or drink. 
This disease is named jihvjtUtambha. 

14. When air enters the blood-vessels of the head, the vessels 
becomes dry, black, and painful, producing head-ache or the disease 
called shirograha. 

15. When air attacks the buttocks, back, loins, hip, thigh, 
knees, legs, and feet, it produces pain in these parts ; passes from 
one to the other, often without the pain being properly defined. In 
other cases the aiffected parts shake ; sometimes when air is mixed 
with phlegm it produces heaviness of the part, dispepsia and drow- 
siness. This variety is called gridhrasi, 

16 . BishvdehL When air affects the tendons of the back of the 
hand and arm, it produces this disease, in which there is no motion 
in the hand or arm. 

17. When air and blood are changed in a part, it swells with 
severe pain. In this manner the knee-joint may be affected, and 
become large, like a jackal’s head. This disease is called hustaka- 
shirsha, 

18. When air is deranged in the sides of the thighs, it draws 
the tendons of these parts, which contract, and the person walks 
feebly. This disease is called khanja, 

19. If both sides are affected the person cannot walk, this 
disease is called pangu, 

20. When in walking tlie person limps, his body shakes, or as if 
the person was walking over kaUi, a kind of pea, and is feeble, it 
is called kaldskhanja (chorea sanctir viti).* In this disease the parts 
seem as if loosened from their natural binding. The disease is 
characterized by the person feeling in the commencement a trem- 
bling or shivering sensation through his body, ac;.ompanied with 
a dimness of sight, and a pain in the neck, jaw, or teeth, or of 
the part affected. These symptoms are followed by involuntary 
twitching of the head, neck, and jaw, often of one side, especially 
of one leg. The patient speaks indistinctly, and then the involuntary 
motions extend to the whole voluntary muscles of progression, 
producing a dancing motion. W^hen the disease extends over the 
body, and has continued long, it is considered incurable. Its existing 
cause is considered to b^^ irregularity in the bowels from eating 
indigestable food, too much walking or laughing, carrying great 
loads, &c. 

- / 

* In some Sanskrit works the term Ardiia is given to Ibis disease, 
and others apply the term AriUa to Tetanus and litiodtts* 
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21. When the ankle joint is stnuned in ivalking it prodme 
pain in the ankle with stiffness, it is called hdtaktmiaka. The 
pam resembling that of a thorn piercing the flesh. 

22. Air, bile, and blood accumulated in the feet prodnoe a 
burning sensation of the part, particularly when the person is mdk* 
ing, it is called pddaddha. This is one of the most diwtrfsA^g 
and* intractable diseases peculiar to this country. It is caOed 

Fever in the feet.** 

23. When phlegm and air are deranged in the two feet thqr 

become cold, with insensibility, as when sitting very long in a par- 
ticular position, when the leg feels dead with a disagreeable nnmb 
feeling. It is called (foot numbness) ; and is a frequent 

complaint among the natives, from their sitting on the ground, in 
often constrained positions. 

24. When air is deranged in the shoulder-joint, it dries the 
ments and tendons of the part. They are contmcted, and the aim 
becomes fixed. It is called apahdhuka^ or stiff arm. 

25. When the air is mixed with phlegm, and enters into the 
air-vessels {dhamanl) the person cannot speak, or speaks slowly, 
and indistinctly. This disease is called mAAa (dumbness), and 
nunmina migadgada (indistinct speech), 

26. When pain commences from the bowels and bladder, and 
passes to the anus and urinary passages, producing great pain in 
these parts, which feel as if tom asunder, the disease is called huria. 

27. When it commences from the anus and urinary passages, and 
passes up to the intestines with great violence, it is called praiutde* 

28. Swelling and pain,* with a mmbling noise of the abdomen, 
produced by the air being confined in the abdomen, is caBad 
adhydna, or drumb-belly. 

29. When the swelling is confined to the stomach with paht 
and noise, it is called pratyddhydna ; and is produced by tha air 
being mixed with phlegm. 

30. When a hard oblong swelling is felt under the navel, wbidi 
passes from one part to another, or rests stationary, and beeomaa 
prominent, and air, urine, and dejections are constipated, it ia 
caUai oMhthUd or bdtaahthild, 

31. When the hard swelling is longitudinal, and is acoompaoi* 
ed with much pain, and the urine and dejections are constipatad, 
it is called pratoahthild. These derangements of air prodnoe diseaaai 
in various rituatkms ; when deranged in the bladder, itcanses the 
atoppi^ of urine, kt* 

32. When air is deranged in the head, it ia always shafciiqj. 
The disease is called 
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33. When air is affected in the feet^ legs» thighs^ and wrist, it 
produces spasm and is called kulu The other diseases of air are 
named according to the part particularly affected. In all these 
nervous diseases it is of importance that the Physician observe 
whether the symptoms of bile and phlegm, &c. are present, as they 
will affect his prognosis, and treatment. In hanugraha (lock-jaw), 
ardito (or paralysis of the face), akhepoM (spasmodic diseases), 
pakhydghdta (hemiplegia), apatdnaha (epilepsy), our prognosis 
may be rather favourable, when the person is strong, the disease is 
recent, and is not accompanied with any bad symptoms. This is 
particularly the case when the patient is rich, as the treatment 
will generally be tedious. 

The unfavourable symptoms are when the disease is accompanied 
with crysepelas (bisarpa), or with severe burning sensations, with 
great beat and pain, as if the body was torn, and with constipation, 
iiunting, and loss of appetite, or when the digestion is very weak. 
In aoch cases the patient will die. This disease is also dangerous 
when the person is swollen, when the parts are without feeling, and 
are accompanied with flatulency and shaking of the body, with great 
pain and weakness. 

Should the air not be deranged, and be confined to its usual 
situation, the person will live for a hundred years free from disease. 


Treatment of Nervous diseases. 

Aha distinguishing the disease, the next object is to find out 
the proper remedies for it, and how to exhibit them. When this 
is not attended to, the practitioner’s reputation, and his income 
will be diminished ; and if he does not use remedies on the disco- 
very of the disease, it will be like a plant, which at first was easily 
removed, but when allowed to enlarge, and take deep root, it is 
removed with great difficulty. In nervous diseases oily enemas 
are to be used severd rimes a day, and the body is to be frequent- 
fy anointed with a mixture of 

KumJeuma, saffron, 

JgurUf Acquilaria agallocha, 

Kushtha, (Costus speciosus,) 

Tagara, (Tabemsemontana coronaria,) 
and other stimulants. Preparations of milk are also much used 
in thii class of disease. The following mixture is often used* 
Take equal parts of panehamula, or (bilunt), shondka, gdmikdri, 
pdiaU, and gamkdrikd, form a decoction ; or take with a decoction 
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a decoction of Coriander seed, or Kokalaidi ; a mixture of various 
Tegetable stimulants and antispasmodic medicines ; such ^ 

KdkoUf (berry of the Calculus Indicus,) 

KMra kdkoliy (resembles squill, and is often sold as such,) 
Mudgapami, (Phaseolus Trilobus,) 

Mdaaparni, (Glycine debdis,) 

Chinrakd, (Minispermum glabrum,) 

Carkatashringi, (the root of the Momordica mixta, (?) &c.) 

When the joint is contracted mix together oil, ghee, the fat of 
animals, and the flesh of the crocodile, and turtle. Boil together for 
some time, and then let it be frequently applied warm to the parts. 
When there is much spasm, apply thc^ mixture with a piece of 
doth. Hot baths with hot douches, and shampooing are also of 
much use. Oily purgatives are useful, and hot oQ- in bladders is 
to be applied to the head, when there is head-adie. Emetics^ and 
leeches to the part, are also recommended. Several aromatic, and 
anodyne substances with ghee are to be smoked or inhaled. £r- 
rhines of different kinds, made with prepared dl and ghee, are 
also used. 

In this class of diseases the diei should consist of milk, with 
broth and meat, and sweet and acid fruits. 

The person should wear warm woollen or cotton clothes, and the 
room should be in the centre of the house, cool, without any cur- 
rents of air. The bed should be comfortable, and have soft cushions ; 
and the person must avoid intemperance in eating and drinking, and 
intercourse with females. 

When the air is deranged in the stomach, he should take equal 
parts (half a told) of the powder of 

Chitraka, (the root of Plumbago zeylanica,) 

Indro^ha, (seed of the Wrightea antedyseuterica,) 

Pdtd, (Cissampelos hexandra,) 

Katukdf (Hellebore,) 

Atibufhd, (Atesor betula,) and 
Abhayd^ (Myrobalan.) 

Repeat this medicine several times a day, and continue to take 
it for seven days. When deranged in the small intestines, oily 
purgatives, enemas, and food with salt are to be used. When 
deranged in the bladder, diuretics should be given. When affect- 
ing the senses, prepared oil and ghee, are to be applied to the 
parts. When affecting the skin, flesh, and blood, venesection 
is vaeommended. When deranged in the large tendons, joints, 
and bones, pressure is to be used, as by shampooing and rubbing 

2 n 
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the part frequently ifvith prepared oils, bandages, and the applicatbii 
of hot irons over the affected part** 

When the xrhole or half the body is affected, heat is applied in 
various ways to produce perspiration. The patient embraces hot 
stones, and is put into a hot room. In other cases they dig a hole 
which they heat, put leaves in it, and the person lies down in it, 
and when he is in a free perspiration he is removed to his bed. 
Venesection is recommended when the whole body is affected, and 
cupping is used in the variety which is local. When there is no 
feeling in the part ; the application of the actual cautery, and of a 
mixture of oil, salt,and soot is recommended to be rubbed into the part. 

The treatment of dislocation of the lower jaw consists in sur- 
rounding it with a cloth, and reducing the dislocation {haptiskcut). 
When the Jaw is fixed by tetanus, they apply prepared oil or ghee 
externally, so as to keep it well moist during the treatment, and then 
endeavour to open the mouth by force. When open a mixture of 
medicines to produce a free discharge of saliva is recommended; 
such a mixture is formed by the powder of long-pepper and ginger. 
At the same time the mouth should be frequently gargled with 
warm w'ater. lie should also eat garlic, with salt. Numerous other 
oils and mcdicitu's arc likewise recommended in this dangerous class 
of diseases. 


Order X. 

Lvitrosij, (Kushtha or Kutli.) 

This disease is the most aggravated of all that afflict the body, 
and when a person dies with it the Hindus believe that the person 
will be afflicted with it in the next life, unless he performs the 
prdschitta, penance. This penance consists of abstinence for a day, 
shaving the whole hair off the head, presents of a certain number 
of cowries and other articles to the brftmans, who perform certain 
prayers, and to whom the person confesses his sins. This ceremony 
is now gciftrally performed before entering upon the treatment of 
any supposed dangerous disease. 

The Hindus distinguish three kinds of Leprosy, the black, white, 
and red varieties, which are^produced by various causes. Some* 
times the disease is caused by bad air, and drink ; eating substances 
which do not assimilate, ns milk and fish, food of a rancid, salt, 
and indigestable nature ; or thin oleaginous food : when the 

* Rhumatism is a frequent disease among cows, and the actual 
cautery is freely applied by the natives, with the best effects. Such 
tows sre frequently to be seen marked all over the jointe with these 
applications of the red hot iron. 
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pen<m eats immoderately of such food* for some time* it will 
produce this disease. In other cases irregularity in eating and 
fasting* mental agitation, violent exercise* exposure to fatigue* or too 
great heat* especially after a full meal ; night watching with expo- 
sure to the night air* using new rice* milk* curds* fish, and the too 
frequent use of pulse, radishes, sesaman and treacle, produce le[)ro- 
sy. In others it is produced by checking natural evacuations, or 
suppressing them when artificially excited ; such as vomiting or the 
expulsion of air, urine or dejections, or the irregularity and alternate 
use of hot and cold applications. Sometimes it is produced from 
eating hot or cold articles of food, first at dinner, or after fasting, 
when the usual food is not eaten, after much perspiration, fatigue, or 
fear, or when the person bathes or drinks cold water at improper 
times. In other cases the disease is produced when the food is 
not digested, or when time has not been given for this purpose, 
before more is taken into the stomach ; when after tiie use of 
emetics and purgatives, the usual simple food, &c. is not employed ; 
when the person sleeps during the day with a loaded stomach ; 
or when he visits his wife before the food is digested. The blood 
and seminal secretions of parents when tainted by leprosy, afiects 
their offspring. Lepers in one life, are horn again with the com- 
plaint j and the disease is supposed to be communicable by contact, 
by breathing the same air, by eating together, by wearing the clothes, 
or ornaments, of a person labouring under the disease. Whoever 
speaks disrespectfully or does any otner improper action, or commits 
sins against his ^ru ox dijjra (pandit brahman) ; such as, commit- 
ting adultery with a brahman’s wife, killing a good man, and robbing 
a person of his estate, will be liable to be aMicted with this disease. 
Such causes derange air, bile, and phlegm, by which the skin, blood* 
flesh* and watery parts of the blood (ambu) are deranged, and 
produce the eighteen forms of leprosy ; of these seven are severe, 
and eleven are mild. 

Before leprosy appears the skin becomes glossy, thin, and rough, 
nud of an unnatural colour ; there is much perspiration, or a sup- 
pression of it, itchincss and occasional horripilation ; the body feels 
hot, parts of the surface become insensible, and the blood in the 
yeins lieoomes blacker than usual, while other parts of the surface 
become discoloured, painful, swell quickly* remain so for a long time* 
and slowly heal. In such a person any injury turns to a sore* is 
very painful, heals with great difficulty, and a tough cicatrix is 
left. The person has fits of giddiness* with impaired* or an irregular 
state of the appetite. The seven severe forms of leprosy are pro- 
duced bjr dem^ged air* bile, or phlegm ; they are thus described. 

2 G 2 
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h Sidhtna, is produced by deranged phlegm and air, and is 
characterized by small, white, coppery, or red spots, which spread 
over large surfaces accompanied with a thin mealy dust* lliia is 
the Lepra Vulgaris, or L. Alphos. 

2. Audumbard, In this form the blotches are livid, and resemble 
the ripe fig, or Ficus glomerate. This form is accompanied with 
much pain, and a burning on the surface. The hair becomes tawny ; 
and the morbid humor is bile. 

3. Rishwajihwa ; the patches of tubercles, are shaped like the 
tongue of a bear ; hard and red round their edges, dark in the cen- 
tre and are accompanied with severe pain. This form is produced 
by a derangement of the air, and bile. 

4. Kapala; is covered with black and purplish patches re- 
sembling the broken pieces of a black earthen vessel. These blotches 
are irregular, hard, and dry, and are accompanied with pricking and 
pain. The air is the humor principally affected. 

5. Kdkanaha, resembles the seed of kunch (Abrus precatorius), 
with red and black spots in the centre. The blotches are extremely 
painful, and often terminate in suppuration. The three humors are 
deranged in this variety ; which is incurable. 

6. Pundarika* The patches in this variety are pale red in the 
centre, with dark dull red edges, and resemble the petals of the lotus, 
when exposed to the sun. This variety is produced by derange- 
ments of the phlegm and bile. 

7. Dadruhishtha. The pa ches in this variety are elevated, 
black, round, and spreading ; there are many sorts, which are 
accompanied with much itching, burning, and pain ; and are pro- 
duced by derangements of the phlegm, and bile. These are the 
general symptoms of the severe forms of leprosy. 

The slighter varieties of leprosy, Knhudra, are according to 
Smhruta as follows : 

1 . Sthaldmska, 

2. Mahdkushtha, 

3. Ekahyuku^htha, 

4. Charmadala, 

5. Bisarpa, 

6. Pariaarpa, 

7. Sidhma. 

8. Biehofrehikd. 

9. Kitima. 

10. Pdmd, 

11. Makaahd. 

Ciaraka hat the following arrangement. 
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1. When there is no perspiration^ and the patches are reiy laige» 
and of a dark brown colour, and oblong, like the scales offish, and 
rou^ like an elephant’s skin, it is called ekakushtha, (Ichthyaais.) 

2. When it has patches of a dark yellow colour, like the dca- 
trices of healed ulcers, with a hardness and roughness of the part» it 
is called kitima. 

3. When sores and chaps form in the hands and feet, about the 
nails, accompanied with small tubercles of a red colour, much pain, 
and itching, it is called vaipddikd. 

4. When the tubercles are large, of a red colour, and very itchy, 
they are called dldsaka, 

5. Should the patches be of a slightly dark redish colour, itchy, 
spreading, and elevated into tubercles, it is called dadrunumala. 

6. When the spots are of a red colour, with severe pain, and 
itchiness, the blotches are very sensible, ripen soon, and much 
matter is discharged, it is called charmadala, 

7. Small tubercles in great numbers, of a Uapk or purplish hue, 
with a copious bloody discharge, accompanied with burning, and 
itching, it is called p&md, 

8. When the eruptions are merely larger than the last, and aie 
accompanied with much paiu in the palms of the hands, or Imt* 
tocks, it is called kachchM, 

9. When the eruptions are of a dark yellow or red colour, ami 
the skin is dry and thin, the variety is called hUhphotha. 

10. Another form has yellow, or dark redish coloured blotobea, 
accompanied with much heat and pain, and nlimerous itchy tuber- 
cles : it is called sotdrush, 

1 1 . When the tubercles are small numerous and itchy, of a dark 
yellow colour, and discharge much ichor, blood, &c., the variety is 
called hieharchikd. The four first varieties are supposed to be pro- 
duced by derangements of the air and phlegm ; and the seven last 
by derangements of the hile and phlegm^ 

When leprosy is in the akin, its colour is unnatural,^oiigh, dry, 
and insensible ; and the hairs on the body are generally erected, and 
the person perspires freely. When hlood is deranged the body be- 
comes itchy with fetor, and the skin is hard, and pus is dischai]gedL 

When jleah is diseased it is called gajacharma (Ichthyasia Sim- 
plex) ; the mouth is often parched, perspiration is defective, die 
surface of the body is rough, is like the scales of fish, and erujitiona 
form over the body, with pain. Patches of vesicles sometimes fimn, 
and terminate in tdcers, which remiun for long periods. 

When fat is affected the hands and fi^t become stiff, immoveable, 
and ulcerated, and drop off, witb sevm pain ; the sores pass from 
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one part of the body to another, and the ^ptoms of diaeaaed Aeah 
appear also in this form. 

When the dones and marrow are leprous, the nose falls in, the 
ejes become red, and worms breed in the sores. The voice becomea 
unnatural, and hoarse. When the leprosy is in the skin, blood, or 
flesh, or in the air or phlegm, it may be cured* When in the fat, 
arith two of the humors deranged, as air and phlegm, or air and 
bile, the person will not be cured, nor will it soon destroy the in- 
dividual. When the bones and marrow are affected and two or 
three humors are viciated, one of them being the bile, it is incurable. 

Fatal symptoms of leprosy occur wit^ worms in the sores, or with 
the painful disease of the heart (Angina pectoris) ; with dispepsia, or 
with symptoms of diseased air, bile, and phlegm ; with sores which 
discharge copiously ; with inflamed eyes, the voice hoarse, and alter- 
ed, and with weakness so that the person is not able to bear the em- 
ployment of the five forms of medicine, as purgatives, emetics, &c. 

The white, and Che red leprosy (ahitra and kildM)^ are distin- 
guished from the black leprosy by their not being accompanied 
with any discharge, and only affecting the skin. Charaka adds, that 
they sometimes affect the « Atra, blood, phlegm, and fat. 

When the white leprosy is not produced by burns, and when the 
hair is not white but remains of the natural colour over the white 
patches ; when the patches are not large and do not join each other, 
and when recent, the disease may be cured. When produced by 
bums, and the above symptoms are absent, these kinds of white 
leprosy are incurable. 

When situated about the external genitals, palms of the hands, 
or lips, the white leprosy is incurable although recent. 

The leprosy, with fever, and the drying up or emaciation of the 
body, and other symptoms of pulmonary consumption (jshoeha) ; a 
variety of Ophthalmia {Netrdbhuhyanda), and those diseases produced 
by the influence of the planets, such as smalhpox, &c. are contagious. 

Treadment, 

Leprosy commences first in the skin, and gradually extends deeper 
and deeper affecting the different essential parts, as flesh, blood, fat, 
fte. Thus like the small shoots of the Banian tree, which are at first 
confined to the surface, they advance deeper and deeper, until th^ 
extend over the whole body. In the first stage, when it is superfi- 
cialj the use of proper diet and medicines may cure it ; but when 
it has e.'tended to a greater distance, the difficulty of curing it 
becomes much greater. 

Diet, lu leprosy, fiesh, with the exception of that of wild animals, 



and oleagiiioiia articles of food are not to be used ; as also hard 
food, milk, curdled milk, certain kinds of pulse ; sour artides, or 
sw^, prepared from sugar-cane. Improper and indigestable 
articles of food, or eating too often of roasted or heating food are 
to be avoided, and also sleeping in the day time, and connexion 
with woman. Good and old rice is to be used with barley, flour, 
and peas {mugK) boiled in water, and mixed with the leaves of 
nimha. Such vegetables as contain a bitter principle are useful* 
In other cases, barley is recommended to be steeped in cow’s urine 
for a night and then dried in the sun. This is to be repeated seven 
days ; then fry it, and some of it is to be taken every morning with 
a decoction of the following bitters, 

Kantikdri^ (Solanum Jacquini,) and 
Nimhay (Melia Azadirachta, &c.) 

Prepared oils are to be used to anoint the body with. 

The ulcers are to be cleaned with astringent decoctions ; with 
an oily. preparation called Yajraka, and a paste or liniment of the 
aragbadba (Cassia fistula) . The water with which the person washes 
or bathes should be impregnated with khagar^ catechu, which also 
should be mixed with the drinking water. 

In the beginning of the disease purgatives and emetics are first to 
be administered. If the leprosy is confined to the skin evacuant 
medicines, and smearing the body with different sorts of medicines 
are of use. If confined to the blood it is to be purified by evacu- 
ants, smearing the body with proper medicines, drinking bitter and 
astringent decoctions, and venesection. When confined to the 
flesh the remedies are the same as those of blood, with tonic 
tinctures, of various kinds. When confined to the fat it is incur- 
able ; but the progress of the disease may be checked by proper 
diet and medicines, especially tonics. When the bones are affect- 
ed it is incurable, and should not be treated. 

When marrow is diseased the man will soon die. In the seven 
severe forms of leprosy, besides emetics and purgatives, glysters, 
supposotories, with errhines are to be used. If these five forms 
of medicines have been employed without effect, the case may be 
considered as hopeless. 

When air produces leprosy, prepared ghee, with astringent tonics 
are to be used ; when phlegm^ emetics ; when 6t7e, blood is to 
be removed from the person, and purgatives are to be administered. 

The following mixtures are much recommended in leprosy. 
Tike equal parts of 

Meihtuhrii^U (Asclepias geminata, &c.) 

ShwMkmgMrd^ (Flacourtia catairacta,) 
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thtlancha, (Minispermum ghbrum,) 

Sh&ngashthd, (Leea hirta,) 

mu with Panchamuli, This mixture consists of equal parts of 
the bark of 

Bilwa, (^gle marmelos,) 

Sandka, (Bignonia indica,) 

Gdmbhdri, (Gmelina arborea,) 

Pdtald, (Bignonia suaveolens,) and 
Ganikdrikd, (Premna spinosa.) 

These medicines are to be boiled in water> shaken, mixed with ghee, 
and boiled down till the watery part is dissipated. This to be 
taken internally, mixed with oil, and rubbed over the body. In 
other cases the ghee is prepared in the siune way with 
Bhalldtaka, (Marking Nut,) 

Ahhaydt (Myrobalan,) 

and a vermifuge .plant called hiranga. It resembles black-pepper, 
n prepared as above, and used for the cure of all the different 
forms of leprosy. 

Blood-letting is used frequently in the cure of leprosy, and is 
abstracted from different veins. When prominent patches form, 
acarificatiqns, leeches or caustics, are to be used. 

Various ..piedicines are recommended for rubbing over the body. 
They are usually of a stimulating nature. The following is one of 
these. Take of 

Haritdla, (l^ellow arsenic,) 

Mamhshild, (Red arsenic,) 
the juice of the Madar, (Arka,) 
a kind of horse-raddish called Sigru or Shobhdnjana, 
black-pepper, and the seeds of Sessmum, {Til,) 
mix together, in equal parts. These are to be rubbed with water, 
and applied to the surface affected. There are seven other varie- 
ties of such mixtures. The following is recommended. Take 
of the leaves of Cassia fistula {sonddl), and mix them with butter- 
milk, and rub it over the diseased part, particularly where there 
are tubercles. Others recommend the froth of the sea {samudra 
phena), after it has been dried, to be rubbed over the diseased parts. 

The following may therefore be considered as the best means of 
curing leprosy. Use freely catechu by mixing it with the water 
of the patient's bath, in his drinks, food and medicine, while he 
avoids animal food, wine, and intercourse with women. When the 
disease is subdued, use purgatives freely to prevent a relapse. 

With these means, certain diet, wearing clean clothing, and a 
proper degree of exercise is to be used* Such treatment wOl gene- 
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f$lly cure the disease : espedalij if emetics are given eveiy fort- 
night, purgatives every month, and venesection twice a year. JTwo 
tohi^ of the powder of turmerick in cow’s urine are to be ^en 
at the same time, every day for one month ; and every third night 
an errhine is to be exhibited. 

The foUowing mixture is also much recommended. Take of the 
bark of the nimda tree, the leaves of a kind of cucumber commonly 
called Palwal, {Paltdy) the leaves of Solanum Jacquini, (Kantikdrl,) 
Minispermum glabrum, (Gulancha,) with the bark of Justida 
ganderussa, (Bdtaka,) of each ten polls (about Jiv.) mix them with 
64 seers of water ; and boil to 16 seers. Remove it from the fire, 
and add four seers of ghee by degrees, and again put it on the fire 
until the water is dissipated. To this medicine add the 
Haritaki, (Paste of Myrobalan,) 

BibhUcMy (Terminalia belerica,) and 
Amlaki, (Phylanthus emblica ;) 

of each two pals,* 5 tol4s, and 2 m&s^s, and 7 ittis, are to be added. 
The whole is to be mixed in a mortar, to which ghee is to be added ; 
it is again to be placed over the fire for a short time, ^d when 
mixed, it is then to be strained through doth. This, taken 
internally, is said to cure leprosy, the 80 diseases produced by 
deninged air, the 40 diseases of bUe, and the 20 diseases of phlegm. 
It is also useful in bad boils, worms, piles, and the five kinds of cough. 
Other mixtures equally efficacious in curing numerous diseases, are 
recommended. These vaunted qualities of certain mixtures is to 
encourage the patient, as well as the practitioner ; 'and their ineffici- 
ency explains the numerous other mixtures which are recommended 
as substitutes. 

Should worms form in leprous ulcers, a paste made of the bark 
of Nerium odorum {Assamdra), and the seeds of a vermifuge plant 
called biran^a, with cow’s urine, is to be applied to the sore. 

Treatment of White Leprosy, 

The diet in the white leprosy is the same as in the black. 

*rhe treatment of white leprosy consists in the exhibition of ex- 
ternal, and internal medicines. 

External Medicines, 

Take of the fiowers and leaves of 
PhHka, (Csesalpinia bonducella,) 

Jkum, (Calotropis gigantea,) 

Stkahi, (Euphorbium,) 

BmwMi (Tapia cratseva,) 

* ^ht toils make one pal. 

2 H 
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in equal proportions. Mix to tlie consistence of paste, with 
the urine of the cow, and apply to the part affected. The ashes 
of the skin of elephants and tigers ; and the powder of the flying 
bug (jpddapokit), is also used. Another remedy is the faeces of a 
fowl which has been kept fasting for three days ; during which time 
it is only to receive a mixture of the seed of Cassia tora (jprepundra)^ 
and licquorice root. The faeces is to be rubbed over the part ; and 
repeat the application daily for a month, during wliicli time the 
same mixture is occasionally to be given to the fowl. Another 
external application is prepared as follows : The juice of the mniigo 
tree is to be mixed with the bark and leaves of the nuirabuli, the 
mixture is to be put into a copper vessel, and mixed with the juice 
of the Ficus Indica (hot tree) . It is then burnt, and the ashes are 
to be mixed with a decoctioti of myrobalan, and mustard oil. This 
medicine is to be rubbed over the affected part. 

The Internal Medicines employed for white leprosy are very 
numerous. The following mixture may be taken as an example : Take 
of the powder of the root of Plumbago Zeylcuica (Chitraka/t), black 
pepper, dyr -ginger, and long- pepper ; macerate tliem in cow's iirhic 
in an earthen water-pot, in which ghee had been kept, and some 
honey ; keep the mixture for a fortnight, strain, and give one tolii 
for a dose. 


Okder XI. 

A kind of Leprosy,^ (Bata-rakta,) 

This disease is produced by the blood being diseased with mr 
(hdyu). Its exciting causes are using sour food, and alkaline salts. 
In like mnnncr spices, or other hot articles, indigestable articles 
of food, piitrified, or dry meats, as the flesh of crocodiles, of 
the buffalo, of the r! inoeeros, or the like. Til oil-cake, aud other 
indigestable articles of food, curdled or butter-milk, bad wines, 
and excess in eating and drinking, the passions, unhealthy aud 
improper mixtures of food, eating too often, or sleeping during the 
day produce this disease. Delicate constitutions, and fat people, who 
lead a sedentarj^ life are predisposed to this disease. Long continued 
riding on horses, elephants, or camels, and whatever produces great 
heat of the body ; by these causes the blood is diseased, and 
is conveyed by the air to the feet, where it accumulates, and 
produces this disease, first in the feet, and then in other parts 

* Under this head several diseases are described ; such as certain 
forms of rheumatism, abscesses; and such cachectic states as may, 
they say, terminate in true leprosy. 
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of the body. JUdta^rakta is ushered in sometimes by free, at 
other times by a cessation of perspirations ; the bod}’- becomes of 
a dark hue, and parts have no feeling. If there are sores they are 
very painful ; the joints are loose, the person feels languid, and 
cannot work ; and small pimples ap]>ear over the body, with pain 
of a gnawing or lancinating kind, as if ants were eating the flesh, 
or needles thrust into the skin. The knees, legs, thighs, loins, 
shoulders, hands, and arms, are so affected. The paiu intermits, 
and these parts become heavy, without feeling, and the skin has 
patches of an unusual colour. 

When air is much deranged there is severe pain of the body, as 
if ants were eating the flesh, and the vessels, nails, fingers, and 
joints are contracted. The patient has no appetite, and if not 
treated the symptoms increase. The person cannot work, and the 
body shakes, with rigidity of the joints. 

"UMien blood is much deranged swellings appears over . the body, 
with much pain. The skin is of a copperish colour with slight 
stinging pain (chin chin). If the patient takC oil and dry tood, in 
small quantities, he feels better. 

When bile is deranged the body feels hot, with a burning sensa- 
tion, and dulness of intellect. lie perspires much, has fainting 
fits, with an appearance of drunkenness and thirst ; pressure of 
the part produces great pain, with redness, heat, swelling, and 
sometimes abscesses are formed. 

When phlegm is deranged the body is veiy cold, ns if a cold wet 
cloth was applied over the body, which feels hea^y, and without 
feeling. The skin is smootli, shining and itchy, and leels cold, 
with slight pain. 

When two or three of the above humors are affected the symp- 
toms resemble the two or three forms, as above enumerated. 

In some cases the ankles and wrists are first affected, and then it 
extends over the body like the poison of certain animals. 

I^e disease is incurable, when accompanied with a sore from the 
ankle to the knee, or when it is opened and pus escapes in large 
quantities. When the person is very weak and reduced the disease 
will be fatal ; but if the person lives for a year, or it is chronic, he 
will tive. Wiien the disease is severe the person cannot obtain 
sleep, has no appetite, has a difficulty in breathing, parts of the 
body slough, he complains of head-achc, fainting, delirium, pain in 
the body, thirst, fever, has no sense, with shaking, hiccough, con- 
traction of the fingers and toes, so that he cannot walk nor work, 
and erynpelas appears with vascular eruptions. Severe pain is felt 
in the vital parts, tumors appear over Uie body, want of memory, 

2 H 2 
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fitigae, and delirium foUow^ and precede death. When all the 
ajrmptoms of this severe form of the disease are not present^ the 
disease may not be fatal. If none of the severe symptoms are pre- 
sent^ the disease may be cured. When only one of the humors 
is deranged ; as air, bile, &c. and the disease is recent, it may be 
cured ; but, if two of the humors are deranged, the disease will 
remain, when three are affected the disease is incurable, and when 
all the severe symptoms are present the disease will be fatal. 

The treatment of this disease is to be commenced by general 
and local bleeding ; when the patient is not weak, or much reduced 
in flesh. Emetics and purgatives are then to be used. If the air 
is much deranged old ghee is to be administered, with the milk of 
goats, prepared with liquorice, honey, and sugar. In other cases 
equal quantities of the following medicines are recommended ; 

Sunt, (dry ginger,) mixed with 
Singataka, (Traps bispinosa,) 

Kaserika, (Scirpus kysoor.) 

In other cases a decoction prepared with milk and the five following 
medicines, is recommended : 

Sdlpami, (Hedysarum gangetic,) 

Primipami, (Hemionites cordiflora,) 

Kantikdrl, (Solanum jacquini,) 

Bherhoti, (Solanum melongena,) 

Kokurd, (Ruellia longifolia,) 

equal parts of these plants, are mixed together, to form the decoc- 
tion. This mixture is called panchamuli, and may be used as fol- 
lows. Take of 

Panchamuli, and 

Mahd panchamuli, with liquorice, 

Mechdaringi, (Asclepias geminata,) 

Sahala, (Pinus longifolia,) 

Bdeaka, (Justicia ganderussa,) 

Debddru, (Ovaria longifolia,) and 
Kantikdrl, (Solanum jacquini.) 

These are to be mixed and formed into a decoction in the usual 
way. Til oil may also be prepared in the same way as the above. 
These mixtures are to be administered internally and applied exter- 
nally. In other cases the powder of myrobalan with sugar is adminis- 
tered. A powder composed of five corns of long pepper, is to be 
taken daily for ten days, and is to be decreased by degrees for a fort- 
night during which time the patient should live on rice and milk. 

Hie diet in this disease should consist of the simplest food in 
small q[oatttities ; as old rice, bariqr^ ikmt milk, broth of wild 
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nuiiiab^ and the decoction of a kind of pea (mudga). When the 
diaeaM is violent, bleedings diould be repeated several times, and 
eoietics, purgatives, and enemas are to be given ; such persons should 
live in a shut-up room, avoid currents of air, during the treatment ; 
and he should sleep on a long comfortable bed, with soft pillows. 
Hie body should be shampooed, and he should avoid fatigue, sleep- 
ing during the day time, connexion with woman, anger, heating, 
salt, sour food. 

Order XII. 

Urticaria ? (Bita^ita.) 

This disease is called Sitapita or Udordah, and a«iOther form is 
named Khatah. The disease is produced by cold air applied to the 
body, which deranges the phlegm^ and hilt. These move 
about on the surface, and within the body, producing thirst, redness 
of the eyes, nausea, and cause loss of appetite. The body 
becomes heavy, and the person inc^mble of work. The disease 
appears with slight swellings in different parts of the body ; like the 
stii^ of the wasp. The part is at first itchy and then very painful, 
with vomiting, fever, and heat of the body. When the air is much 
diseased, beyond the other humors it is called Sitapita ; and when 
l^degm is much deranged, producing red circles, accompanied with 
itching, it is called Udordah. 

It is called Khata, when the stomach is deranged. This is more 
liable to occur if at the commencement the stomach has not 
been properly cleared by emetics, and when bile and phlegm 
are derangvd. If in such a case an ignorant person does not pro- 
mote vomiting, but endeavours to cure the deranged bile and 
pUtgMj the disease will be aggravated. In such cases the body is 
oovmd with large and small circular patches which are itchy, 
derated, and have a red colour. They appear and disappear on 
different parts of the body. This form of the disease will also be 
produced by repressing vomiting when nature is endeavouring to 
relieve herself of the contents of the stomach. 

TSreaiment, In Udordah, mustard oil is to be rubbed over the bo- 
dy ; in other cases turmerick, dub grass (Panicum dactylon), and the 
urine of the cow, are to be mixed and rubbed over the body. The 
warm bath is of great use ; and a decoction of nimha leaves, as an 
emetic and purgative, with one toU of trifald,* and half a toU of 
feort or Ck)nvolvulus turpethum, and tribrit, or castor oil. If for seve- 

* Which consUis of myrobakn, Kmblici myrobalan, and Deleric my* 
robahui, muEsd in equal proportions, or one toU. 
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nl days the person takes the powder of myrobalan (dmlaki), liquorice 
root with sugar ; or Legusticum ajwaen (Jawdni) with sugar, and 
uses the proper diet he will be cured of the disease. The juice 
of fresh ginger, with old impure sugar {jagary)y is also used. In 
Sitapita, the same treatment is to be employed ; in Khata, tonic 
medicines are to be given with blood letting. The powder of the 
nimba leaves, and Emblic myrobalan (dmlalci), are to be taken in- 
ternally. He should also take rice prepared with horse raddish, 
and the gravy of birds. Cooling diet is to be used in the two last 
forms ; and in Sitapita, heating food is to be employed, and every 
thing cooling avoided. 


Order XIII. 

Erysipelas, carbuncle ? {Biskarpa), 

When air, bile and phlegm are all deranged in the skin, flesh, 
or blood, they produce a slight swelling of the whole body, which 
passes from one part to another. When produced by air, the part 
becomes black, soft, and unequal ; accompanied with pain, as if 
needles were thrust into the part, and the fever produced by 
deranged air. When surrounded with vesications it is incurable. 

When the disease is produced by bile it spreads quickly, and is 
accompanied with inflammatory fever. This form is accompanied 
with redness, and vesications. When the inflammation is deep, 
the flesh and vessels are destroyed, and it discharges a matter like* 
a mixture of water and clay. Such cases are incurable. 

When produced by phlegm it spreads slowly, has an oily appear- 
ance, and is white. There is little pain in such cases, with consider- 
able itching. When produced by the derangement of the three 
humors the symptoms are of a mixed nature. When this disease 
passes to suppuration it is incurable. When produced by sharp 
instruments, or such like injuries, the bile and blood are deranged 
and produces a swelling of the part ; which becomes black and red, 
and is accompanied with violent inflammatory fever. The affected 
part is surrounded, by a black edge, and eruptions like peas. 

The first three forms of this disease are curable, and the two last 
are incurable. 

TreaJtsMXiU When produced by air different preparations of ghee, 
and decoctions, and plasters are applied to the part. The medicuies 
used are the same in all the almve forms as follows : take equal 
parta of 

Umta, (Cyperus rotundas,) 

Soidobka, (Anethum aowa,) 
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Debddruy (Pinus debdaru,) 

KtutUy (Costus speciosus^) 

J^wtumhru, (Coriander seeds,) 

Cigruhy (Hyperanthera morunga,) 

mix them with water and ghee, the mixture is then to be boiled, 
strained, and applied to the part. It is sometimes used as a decoc- 
tion. 

Stimulating medicines are likewise applied to the part, when the 
disease is produced by bile. The application in this form should he 
used cold. Thus take equal parts of 
Bihera, 

Ldmojaka, 

Chandanay 

Basanjamy (Sulphurate of Antimony,) 

Guerikttt 

mix them together with milk, and apply it to the part. In some 
cases cold water, or water mixed with honey or sugar, or the juice 
of the sugar-cane may be used with advantage. 

When erysipelas is produced by phlegm the following medicines 
should be used. Take of 

Ajaganddy (Ocymum gratissimum,) 

Aahwaganday (Physalis flexuosa,) 

Sahala, (Pinus longifolia,) 

Trihrity (Convolvulus turpcthum,) 

Ajasringiy 

mix them with cow’s urine to the thickness of cream, and apply it 
to the part. Another application is as follows. Take of 
Kaldner sargay 
Agurtty (Aquilaria agallocha,) 

Kachuy (Arum colocasia,) 

Gunghdy (Morunga hyperanthera,) , 

Bdaand, 

Bdssauy (Panicum italicum,) 

SUasiba, 

Indraparniy 

Mahikadamba^ 

Pralenduy 

Munjata, (Saccharum munja,) 

these medicines arc to he mixed with cow’s urine to the consistence 
of cream, and then applied to the part. 

Besides these external applications, purgatives, and blood-letting 
are recommended. When aWesses are formed, or the part ulcerates, 
the usual plan of treatment for abscesses, and ulcers is to be followed. 



2n 


Order XIV. 

BoiU^ ^pustules, ErysipeloB ? (BMphotaka) 

The causes of this form of disease are using too much heatings 
sour, or acid substances ; — heavy and indigestable or salt food ; — 
eating too freely, and exposure to the sun — or to too sudden alter- 
ations of the weather. By such cause, air, hile, and phlegm are 
deranged, which aifect the blood, flesh, bones, and skin ; and pro- 
duce large bullae, accompanied with fever. This part appears as if 
burnt. Sometimes these bullae appear over all the body, and in 
other cases they are confined to particular parts. When the air 
is much deranged in this disease it is accompanied with head-ache, 
fever, thirst, pain in the joints, and the bullae become black, accom- 
panied with much pain. When produced by deranged bile there is 
much fever, burning of the body, and a large discharge of fluid from 
the bullae. They then become red, or yellow. 

When produced by deranged phlegm it is accompanied with 
vomiting, dispepsia, languor, and the aflected parts become itchy, 
hard, and white, without pain. Suppuration often takes place, and 
continues for a long time. 

/ When the three humors are deranged the disease is incurable ; 
and also when the bullae are depressed in the centre and hard. The 
patient in such cases complains of a burning sensation, thirst, faint- 
ing, vomiting, fever, delirium, rigors, and drowsiness. These are 
unfavourable symptoms, as also when the bullae become red. 

When the disease is produced by blood, the tubercles are like 
the seed of the gunja; (that is red with a black spot.) This 
form is incurable (Charaka), 

The treatment of this disease is the same as that described under 
the head of (Bisharpa), The bark and leaves of the (Sabanjana) 
tree (Morunga) is to make into a paste with old conjee, and applied 
to the parts with salt ; bitters are idso of much use, such as the decoc- 
tion of neemha bark and of gulancha. 


Order XV. 

Hcemofrhagia, {Uaktapitta,) 

This order of disease is divided into those which occur from the 
mouth, nose, ears, eyes ; frosp the anus, urethra or vagina ; or from 
the skin. 

Hemorrhage is caused by anger, grirt wrestling, and other 
severe exercises ; too much intercourse with women ; or too free use 
of hot things, as pepper and salt, or sour articles, when taken in con- 
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siderable quantities. The improper mixtures of food, or exposure 
to the heat of the sun, or to fire. By these means the chyle is 
deranged, which irritates the bile, and this mixing with the blood 
produces Itaktapitta, It may thus occur from above downwards, 
or from the surface of the body. This blood usually proceeds from 
the spleen or liver. 

Immediately before the disease occurs the patient is languid, the 
body is weak, cold, and cool things are desired. Ilis throat is 
burning hot, as if he had swallowed smoke, with vomiting. The 
breathing has the smell of quenched iron. When produced by 
deranged mr, bile, and phlegm, it is known from the blood discharged 
being very thick, of a yellow colour, shining, and slippery, and 
mixed with phlegm of a grey colour, of a thick consistence, and with 
a yellow froth. In other cases it is thin. When bile is deranged 
in this disease, the blood has an astringent taste, and is of a dark 
colour, or of the colour of cow’s urine, and as if mixed with different 
colours, as of the colour of smoke, or (rf* a dark colour. 

The symptoms which terminate this order of diseases are weak- 
ness, difficult breathing, cough, fever, vomiting, and slight head-ache ; 
sometimes the patient faints, and his skin is yellow, hot, and after 
eating, the pit of the stomach burns. lie is restless, and has severe 
pain in the chest, with hoarseness, head-ache, and the discharge of 
fecal matter from the mouth ; he has no appetite, is languid, and 
what is eaten is not digested. 

The unfavourable symptoms in this disease are when the hemor- 
rhage is like the water in w hich flesh had been washed, or like a 
vegetable decoction ; is of a liver colour, or like water mixed with 
mud. When it resembles pus mixed with blood, when it is dark 
like the fruit of the Jamhu tree (black-berry), or of a variegated 
colour, like the rain-bow, such cases arc fatal. 

When there is a frequent vomiting of blood ; when eructations 
have the taste of blood, when the eyes are red, and every thing 
appears the colour of blood, the case is hopeless. 

When phlegm is deranged the Wood is evacuated by the mouth ; 
when gir is deranged it is by the anus ; and when the two are derang- 
ed, the Wood is evacuated above and below. When the blood passes 
ahpvQi the person may be cured’; but net so wliea belew. 
eviicu&^ J^ptli ways, it is incurable. When the person is 
the diJRWeent, and not severe, and only occurs one way^i 'and 
when t\^e person in general fe^s well, witjb no otlfcr bad disease* 
it will be cured. 

TreiUmmL The hemorrhage from’ a stout person is not to be 
stopped at the beginning ; as-it otherwise will produce jaundice, 
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dispepsia, leprosy, enlargement of the spleen, fever, and gulmuh. 
When the blood is evacuated from the urethra or anus, emetics are 
to be administered ; and when from the mouth or nose, purgatives 
arc to be used. If the person is very weak, the discharge of blood 
may be stopped by administering astringent articles. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are much deranged, and the person 
strong, such a person slioiild fast for some days, after which he is 
to drink conjee with a little rice, with sugar, lemon juice, and the 
juice of grapes. 

Several decoctions and electuaries are recommended with prepara- 
tions of ghee, to cure this complaint. The purgatives are to be 
mixed with the juice of grapes and liquorice root, sugar, and the 
juice of other sweet fruits. Emetics are always to be used with 
honey, water, and the decoction of liquorice. 

The diet should be cold water, and the flesh of wild animals, 
boiled rice, broths made of gram (mung), potatoes, and different other 
vegetables, seasoned with ghee, and mixed with the juice of the pome- 
granate, {nnilika) myrobalan, with the broth of pigeons, turtles, and 
shell-fish. Different preparations of rice as conjee with ghee may 
also be used. 

The body should be anointed with cold oil, and cold applications 
are to be made to the body. In this disease the juice of the rose- 
apple leaves, or mangoe leaves, or orgono ; and the juice of the fruit of 
figs may be used with rice water, and the root of cucumber (irijwsi. ) 
In other cases half a tola of liquorice root in water ; the pulp of the 
seeds of ingodah with liquorice root, and sugar-cane bruised, are to 
be kept in a new earthen pot for one night steeped in cold water, 
with the flower of water-lily, and taken with honey. 

If the blood proceeds from the nose he should snuff the powder 
of myrobalan. After a great loss of blood, the patient may drink 
the blood of animals with honey, or he may eat the flesh and un- 
prepared liver of a goat with the bile. The juice of horse-dung with 
honey and sugar is also recommended. The powder of fried rice 
with honey, sugar, and the white concretion (tohashia) of the bam- 
boo is also used. A decoction of the bark of rose-apple, mangoe, 
and orgono trees, are to be taken with honey ; and cold and sweet 
applications, both internally and externally are recommended. , 



Section III. 

Disease.^ of the reffions of the Bodij, 


Ulass III. 

Diseases affecting the mind. 

The diseases of the mind are swooning;, epilepsy, madness, and 
devil madness. 


Order I. 

1 . — Swooning, (Mhrchha.) 

When the person is weak, or when the air, bile, and phlegm arc 
very much deranged, by eating improper mixtures of food, such 
as milk and fish, or flesh, &c., by constipation, &c., this disease is 
produced ; in which the organs of sense, both external ami internal 
arc deranged, with faintness. 

When the derangements of air, bile aiul phlegm close the passages 
of the vessels, the person cannot see, and falls down as a piece of 
wood : this disease is called milrchhd or moha. 

There are six varieties of this disease, but in all the bile is 
deranged. The six are produced by derangements of air, bile, or 
phlegm, by blood, by drinking spirits, and by poison. 

The approach of this disease is known by pain in the breast, 
gaping, languor, loss of sense, and strength. These symptoms are 
the same in all the varietie*s. 

When produced by derangements of air, every thing a])pears 
of a dark-blue or red colour, or like the sky. The j)erson cannol 
see, and faints, but the senses soon return. There is shivering, pain 
of the body and breast, weakness, and the skin becomes dirty, and 
of a reddish, or green colour. 

Bile. The person sees every thing of a yellow, or green colour ; 
he cannot see, and faints. lie is soon restored to his senses, with 
perspiration. When he recovers, the skin becomes yellow, the body 
becomes hot, eyes red, and dejections yellow. 

Phlegm. He secs every thing of the colour of clouds ; the sky 
appears misty and dark, followed by fainting, in which sensation 
remains long absent. The body feels like as if a piece of soaked 
leather had been put upon it : and phlegm is discharged from the 
moutli and nose, followed by nausea and vomiting. 

4. When these three humors are deranged at the same time, 
they produce all the symptoms of the three separate diseases ; but 
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without the symptoms of Epilepsy. When these diseases occur, 
and the person does not feel when needles are thrust into his flesh, 
red hot irons put upon the surface, or hot substances put into his 
mouth, the person will soon die. 

5. Seeing blood often produces swooning from its containing 
earth and water, which possess the properties of tamofftma, the 
cause of darkness. In this manner the Hindus explain the occur- 
rence of fainting, on seeing blood, by the quality of darkness which 
it possesses. 

6. When swooning is produced by jjoison there is shivering, 
drowsiness, thirst, followed by weakness and insensibility. There 
are various khids of this variety, but all produce these symptoms. 
Fainting is generally produced by deranged bile, when mixed with 
tamoguna^ or darkness. When bile and air are mixed with rajogma, 
it produces swooning, and drowsiness ; coma is produced when air 
and phlegm are mixed with tamoguna ; and phlegm and tamoguna 
when mixed together produce sleep. Drinking spirits derange the 
air t bile KXiii phlegm, tiwdi produce swooning, which continues until 
the effects of the spirits cease. 

Another form of this disease is called snugngdaa (apoplexy). It 
is produced by the deranged air, bile, and phlegm, which pass to 
the place in which life is retained, and overpow^ers all the functions 
of both mind and body, and the person suddenly falls down, and 
remains as if dead, or like a piece of wood. If not immediately, 
and properly treated, such a person will die. 

Treatment, In general all the symptoms of swooning will disappear 
in a few minutes, with the exception of sangngusa, which requires im- 
mediate treatment. In all forms of swooning throw cold water*upou 
the face and body, rub the body with the hand, allow a free circulation 
of air, and assist this by means of the panMn. Wet the mouth with 
cold water, and approach sweet smelling substances to the nose. 
Such as the juice of sweet fruits, as of grapes, pomegranates, dates, 
(khurmOy) the juice of wild animals, barley, and good rice ; in like 
manner prepared ghee with a decoction of mgrobalariy or a decoc- 
tion of Imblic myrohalan ; or a mixture of fried rice, grapes, honey, 
sugar, and the juice of the pomegranate, with the petals of the water- 
lily. The treatment followed in bilious fever is also recommended. 

The treatment of eangnydm is difficult, and requires prompti- 
tude. Should the person not soon recover from the swoon, needles 
are to be thrust under the nails, and remedies which produce strong 
irritation, are to be applied, such as sweet music ; and when the 
person is restored to sensibility, he is to have an emetic, and a purga- 
tive followed by the exhibition of eildjattf, • If these means do not 
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succeed^ th6 case is to be considered as hopeless. When the disease 
is produced by poisons, the person is to be treated as recommended 
under the head of poisons. 


Order II. 

Epilepsy^ (Jpamnara or Mrighi.) 

Generic character. Sudden loss of sense, loss of sight, and the 
person falls down with convulsions. These symptoms are preceded 
by palpitation of the heart, lightness and hollowness of the chest 
and body, perspiration, inaccurate thinking, dullness of sense, and 
loss of sleep. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged by grief, sorrow, or the 
like, they pass into the vessels immediately communicating with 
the heart, and produce this disease, with the loss of sense and 
memory. 

Exciting causes. This disease is produced by the improper use 
and indulgence of the senses ; as too mteh, or too little listening, 
seeing, tasting, smelling, &c. ; the improper mixtures of food, or 
putrified articles of food ; the neglect erf* the calls of nature, connec- 
tion with women during the flow of the menses, and by such 
passions, as sorrow, grief, and anger* By these causes the mind 
is so effected as to produce epilepsy. 

There are four kinds of disease, one being produced by the 
derangement of each of the three humors, and the fourth by the 
combination of the three. 

When air is deranged, the symptoms of epilepsy are followed by 
shivering, grinding of the teeth, foaming at the mouth, hurried 
respiration, and to the patient every object appears obscured, red, 
and confused. The treatment best adapted for this form of disease 
are enemas, the following decoction of Jotela . — Take equal parts of 
'PamjamuUy 
HaritaMy and 
Goafs urine. 

Prepare the decoction in the usual manner with ghee. 

When bile is deranged the symptoms are accompanied with a 
yellowness of the body and countenance. To the patient every thing 
appears of a yellowish colour, the sputa is of the same colour, 
and the eyes appear red. The patient has great thirst, and every 
thing feels hot, and as if enveloped in flames. In treating this 
form the ghee should be prepared with the bile of 
GodOf 
Nokanoy 
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Ndga^ 

Pirsoto, and 
Cow*s urine. 

This preparation is to be taken internally, and applied externally 
over the body. — ^The ghee may also be prepared in a decoction of 
Trihrit^ (Convolbulus turpethum,) 

Pdthd, 

Haridra, 

Ddr-haridra, (Zanthorrhizon,) 

Anantamul, (Periploca Indica,) 

Pushkara, 

Kataka, (Strychnos potatomm,) 

Backa, (Acorns calamus,) 

Sulence, 

Biranga ; 

with cow’s urine and milk, and some of its dung and curdled 
milk. This may be used for all kinds of epilepsy. Venesection is 
also recommended. Another remedy is, giving a wild boar purgatives 
for three days, then rice and milk ; when this has been digested, he 
is to be destroyed, and the chyle in the vessels removed, and mixed 
with thin parts. It is to be put in a new pot, and when it has arriv- 
ed at the vinous fermentation, it is to be given to the patient. 

When phlegm is deranged the symptoms are whiteness of the 
countenance and body, the saliva and foam are of the same 
colour, the body is cold, and the patient shivers. The person sees 
every thing white, and as it appears to approach near him, he faints. 
These fits cease very slowly. 

The general indications of cure are to give enemas in derange- 
ments of air, purgatives in bile, and emetics in the form produ<ied 
by deranged phlegm. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged together, all the symp- 
toms of the separate forms are present. This disease is incurable 
if not recent, as the person becomes weak and emaciated, and the 
fits are frequent, and accompanied with severe convulsive movements 
of the body. The eye-brows contract frequently with the eyelids, 

' and the eyes move rapidly. In such cases the patient will die. The 
fits come after ten days, a fortnight, or monthly. In other cases 
they occur very often. As some seeds thrown in the ground during 
the rains do not germinate for a long time after, so in this disease 
the deranged air, bile, and phlegm produce the disease after long 
intervals. In the form of epilepsy the body should be anointed 
with dtuk^ which is to be taken internally, and at the same time 
administer strong errhines, emetics, and purgatives. 



Order 111. 

Madness, (JJnmada,) 

The causes producing this disease are improper food, endea- 
vouring to perform impossibilities, strong passions of the mind, 
cursing the gods, brdhmans, and spiritual guides ; eating poi- 
son, &c. 

The air, bile, and phlegm are affected by the above causes, which 
deranged knowledge (satwagun), affects the seat of understanding 
and the heart, and pass through the vessels conveying sense (mana) 
when the person becomes mad, speaks foolishly, is restless, and his 
eyes are continually moring about. 

There are six kinds of madness. Three being produced by 
derangements of air, bjle, and phlegm ; one by the combination 
of these ; another by the violent actians of the passions ; and the 
last by poison. 

Air is deranged and the mind is flms affected by the use of dry, 
coohng, articles of food ; by food In small quantities ; by strong 
purgatives ; by the causes diminishing the humors (dhntu), or by 
fasting. By these causes the air is deranged, producing madness ; 
in which the man laughs, dances, and sings unreasonably, and 
moves his limbs about. At other times he cries without cause ; 
the skin of his body becomes dry, rough, and of a dark-red colour. 
These symptoms arc more violent after the digestion of food; 
and the patient becomes greatly emaciated. 

When bile is generally deranged by the use of indigestible food, 
and the use of pungent and heating substances, the symptoms it 
produces are impatience of control, and anger ; the person wishes to 
use violence to others; he remains naked, prefers cooling food, 
and wishes to live under the shade, or in water. The body is 
yellow, and hot. 

When phlegm is deranged by the usual causes, as a too sedentary 
life, -and taking too much nourishing food ; by which the phlegm 
is deranged, affecting the functions of the heart, and producing 
the following symptoms : A love of solitude, taciturnity, and loss 
of appetite ; the person has a desire for women, enjoys deep sleep, 
and has vomiting, or expectoration. After eating any thing the 
symptoms are very violent, and the body as well as the nails and 
countenance are whitish. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged together, all the separate 
symptoms are produced, and the disease becomes of very difficult 
cure. 
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When the disease is produced by the passions ; as when 
frightened by a robber, a tyrannical official, &c. ; by the loss of 
wealth, and friends, or by the love of particular women, the symp- 
toms are characterized by talking, laughing, singing, and sometimes 
crying. This variety terminates in Idiocy. 

The treatmmt of the above five forms of madness should consist 
of cleaning, and anointing the body with mustard oil : of eating 
ghee for some days, and then strong purgatives and emetics are to 
be given, with errhines, and mustard oil. Curious, or wonderful ex- 
hibitions are to be made before the patient ; and he should be informed 
of the death of relatives, and friends. He should also be frightened 
by the alarm of robbers, by the approach of elephants, and harmless 
serpents. The person should be beat with a whip, when he acts im- 
properly ; and he should live on light food, such as barley, and conjee 
water, made agreeable by the addition of carminatives. Ghee should 
be prepared, with a decoction of the following medicine : take of 

Samapf 

Elabdluka, 

Eld, (Cardamoms,) 

Chandana, 

Bebddru, (Erythroxylon siduoxylloides,) 
Ilaridra, (Turmerick,) 

Kvihtha, (Costus speciosus,) 

Farmini, 

Lariha, 

Haranuka, 

Trihnt, (Convolvulus turpethum,) 

Fanil, 

Bacha, 

Tdlim, (Corypha,) 

J^abupisara, 

These are to be prej ared, in the usual way, with ghee and milk. 

During the cure the person should be treated, as much as possi- 
ble, with kindn^ss^ and consideration. 

6. When madness is produced by poison, the person becomes 
faint, from the sudden loss of strength ; his eyes becomes red, and the 
countenance and the body become yellow or blue. The unfavourable 
symptoms are when the person is weak and emaciated, remains in 
one position, and is always looking downwards, or upwards. 
the patient has no sleep, and is so courageous that he wilt' ithrow 
himself from a height, the disease will be fataL 

The treatment in this variety is the same as that for poisons in 
general. ‘ , 
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Order IV. 

Possessed persons, or BeviUMadness, (BhutonmAda.) 

There are two kinds of spiritual beings, a good and a bad spirit, 
which are supposed to enter the body, and to produce disease. These 
are C;sS\e(\ Bhutonmnda, (Devil-Madness ;) and Debonmuda, (madness 
produced by good spirits.) 

When produced by attack of devils, the person shews his aversion 
to every thing divine, is very strong, and has much knowledge ; 
and when from the entrance of good spirit or (Debt a) the person 
has a pleasure in flowers and good smells, becomes pure and holy, 
and is inclined to speak Sanskrit. He obeys brahmans witli strict- 
ness, and looks courageous. There are no intermissions in these 
forms of madness. 

Devils know the present, the future, and what is hid or unknown. 
They are never at rest ; and they are employed in difFerent kinds 
of business. An unclean or wounded person, or those who do not 
perform their ceremonies, may be injured by devils. They are very 
numerous and powerful, and are usudly considered as the attend- 
ants, or senants of Shica. This explains how the energy, and work 
of the affected person, is much beyond that of man ; his mind is 
now powerful, his knowledge extensive, and he understands the shas- 
tras. Sometimes the person appears sane, and at another time is 
mad. Such madness is produced by a devil, which is known by 
the unnatural motion of the person’s eyelids. 

There are eight principal devils that torment the human species. 

1 . When Dehagraha, or good spirit, enters a body, the person is 
always happy and contented, remains clean in his person, and wears 
garlands of the sacred flowers, &c. ; his person has a pleasant 
smell, and he has no sleep. He speaks Sanskrit correctly. The 
person is strong, his eyes remain fixed, and he blesses those who 
approach him. He has a great love for br&hmans, and performs the 
prescribed ceremonies, and attends to old customs of his ancestry. 

2. Amragraha. They are the enemies of the Debtds, When 
the person is possessed with them, he perspires much, speaks of the 
bad conduct of brahmans, and the Debtds. His eyes are turned and 
fixed, he has no fear, and is always performing bad actions. He 
is a glutton, is not pleased with his food and drink, and is always 
mischievous. 

3. Gofidarbagraha. The person possessed with this devil is 
always happy, prefers living in an island, near the bank of a river, 
or in the jungle ; and his conduct is good. He is fond of singing, 
of sweet smells, and of looking at flowers. He is fond of dan- 
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cing, and laughing. These are the choristers of heaven (demigods) 
who wear sacred flowers, put marks on their person, and have a 
great love for adorning their persons. They speak little but proper- 
ly, and agreeably. 

4. Jakshyagraha, This class of demigods are fabled to super- 
intend the treasures, and gardens of heaven. When he enters 
the body, the person’s eyes become yellowish red like copper. They 
wear thin red clothes, talk little, but are profoundly intelligent, 
and have much patience ; such a person walks fast, is never revenge- 
ful, though very strong, and is always w^anting to bestow his means 
upon others. 

5. Titrigraha. These are spirits which are separated after 
death from the bodies of mankind. When an ancestor thus enters the 
body, the person is always preparing prayers for them, and perform- 
ing the different ceremonies (shrdddha) for ancestors. Such a patient 
is quiet and peaceable, and is fond of animal food, and sweetmeats. 

6. Sarpagraha. When the serpent-devil enters the body, 
the person walks irregularly, or from one side to another, like 
a serpent ; his tongue is thrust from one side of the mouth to 
the other ; and he is passionate, and is fond of treacle, honey, and 
sweetmeats. 

7. Rdkshyasagraha, or cannibal-devil Wlicn one of these 
devils enters the body of a person, he is fond of eating flesh, blood, 
and wine. He has no shame, his appearance is disagreeable, and 
he is very strong, and passionate. Such a person walks about at 
night, is unclean, and is always performing bad actions. 

8. Fishdeha, or fiend, is known to have entered the body, by 
the person always stretching out his hands. His body is thin, 
and is disagreeable to look upon, and he speaks fast, and without 
meaning. His body has a disagreeable smell, and he is unclean, 
restless, and covetous. Such a person eats much, prefers living 
in jungles and retired places ; he walks with an unnatural motion 
of the limbs and is sorrowful, and frequently cries. 

The unfavourable symptoms of such persons possessed with 
devils are ; his eyes are swollen, he walks fast, and his tongue 
is passed rapidly, and continually, from one side of the mouth 
to the other; he is always sleepy and sometimes falls down; 
and at other times he is affected with severe shivering. When the 
madness is produced by falls from high places, such as from 
elephants, or trees, they are more diflicult to cure. It is also dan- 
gerous in old age, and when hereditary. When the disease has 
fontinued 13 years it will not bo c^red. 

The devils invade the body of persons on different days according 
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to the species. Delta invade at full moon, and devils (Aeiir), 
enter in tlie morning and evening. The Gandarha enters on the 
eighth, and Jakshya on the first day of the moon. Sarpagraha, or 
serpent-devils, enter on the fifth day after new and full moon. 
Mkshyasa enter at night. Pishdeha enter on tlie ir)th day after 
new and full moon. We cannot see when a spirit enters the l)odv, 
in the same manner as the soul enters, and leaves the body with- 
out being seen ; as light enters the water in a glass, or as heat or 
cold enters a body, without our being aware how it takes place. 
UnmAda, and Dhutonmada^ arc said to be cured when the func- 
tions of the sense, judgment, and heart, ai^e restored to a perfect 
state, and the tissues are natural. 

Treatment. During the cure the patient should be treated 
kindly. A physician should comuoence the cure of a person 
possessed with a devil, by cleanitig and anointing his body with 
mustard oil, he should be dressed hi new clothes, and he should 
repeat the proper prayers, and net agreeably to the shdstras ; 
so as to satisfy the devil {grab a) who is the cause of the madness. 
The usual red and white pigments are to be applied over the fore- 
head, red clothing and garlands of red shoe-flower arc to be worn, 
and honey, ghee, flesh, wine, milk, and articles of food are to be 
presented, for performing the imjd with. Some graha arc satisfied 
with wine, some with goat’s milk, &c., as stated in the shdstras. 

From the day of the invasion, find out when the devil will destroy 
the person, as each has a day particularly consecrated to him, and 
on that day use the proper means for removing the devil. The 
pkjd is to be performed at the temple of one of the gods, by the 
physician, who if possible conveys there the person diseased ; 
a fire is prepared, and flesh, &c., are thrown upon it, with suitable 
prayers. Some kma grass (used for funerals) is to be sprinkled 
over the ground, a preparation of coloured ground rice, a cake 
of unleavened bread, ghee, and an umbrella is to be given to the 
devil. A mixture of sugar, milk, and rice boiled, is also to be pre- 
sented. 

When devils {Asur) afflict a person, the above remedies arc to 
he administered in the square of the house. The removal of 
Rdkshyasa devils is to be accomplished at the meeting of four roads, 
and in deep jungles. The pujd of PisMcha devils is to be 
performed in empty houses. When the devil has not been expelled 
by these means, with the prescribed prayers, other remedies are to 
be used. The smoke from leather, and hair, from the skin of a 
bear, or goat, from asafoetida, with goat’s urine, are to be burnt, 
when even strong devils will be removed. 
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The other remedies are long-pepper, black-pepper, dry-ginger^ 
rock-salt, asafcetida, myrobalan, and bach, with the urine of goats, 
and the bile of fishes. These are to be used as errhines. Ghee 
and oil should be prepared, with the fceces, skin, hair, fat, urine, 
blood, bile and nmls of the following animals : a lion, tiger, bear, 
cat, leopard, elephant, horse, and cow. These are to be mixed and 
used for anointing the body with, as errhines, or cold cream is to 
be mixed with these. Numerous other mixtures of the same kind 
are also used in this disease. 

Persons not liable to be afflicted by devils are, prophets, charita- 
ble persons, those who speak the truth, and those who attend to 
the orders of the shdstras, and perform particular duties, and employ 
proper terms in addressing holy men. Those wh^ have the eight 
qualities of the body, are always pure, humble, and wise, visit holy 
places, always govern their passions, and speak the truth; and 
those who pray, and attend to the prescribed ceremonies and are 
charitable, over such persons devils have no power. Devils only 
go about at night, and they live, under their eight chiefs, on blood, 
fat, flesh, and disgusting animals. 


Class IV, 

Disease of the Head and Neck* 


Order I. 

Diseases of the Head, {Siraroga.) 

Under this order will be arranged the varieties of Head-ache, 
and the diseases of the organs of sense. 

Ilead-ache , — There are eleven varieties of head-ache ; which are 
produced by derangements of the air, bile, and phlegm ; by the 
mixture of the three ; by diseased blood ; by a deranged or diminished 
state of the humors, by worms, the eighth is named Shrjydbartta, 
the ninth, Anantabdta, tenth, Ardhdyahhedaka, and the eleventh 
Sankhaka. 

1. When air is diseased in the head, it is suddenly afiected 
with pain, which is sev^ at night ; but it is diminished by hot' 
applications, and bandiips. To cure this variety of head-ache, take 
ghee, milk, and (a kind of pea), and boil them in water i 

mdekaldi at night also be useful. Avoid bitters, hot milk, 

warm baths and doSfshes applied to the head. A hot p^tioe com- 
posed of fish, and the expressed oil of sesftmum will be' of use. 
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The smoke produced by oleaginous substances is to be applied, 
and the person is to anoint Ins body with prepared oil, and liave 
errhines and purgatives exhibited. The juice oleaginous substances 
mixed with the food, and with medicines useful for curing deranged 
air. Throwing warm water upon the head is often used, and some- 
times the water is mixed with other medicines. 

2. Bile. In this variety, the head is hot, as if burning charcoal 
was placed over it, and there is an appearance of smoke proceeding 
from the mouth. The pain is diminished when the head is kept cool, 
and during the night. Medicines are to be given with cold water, 
milk, ghee, oil, and the like, and applications are to be made to the 
head ; as vinegar, the juice of the sugar-cane, of acid fruits, or whey. 
The paste of aqueous plants, purgatives, enemas made with oil, and 
broths made of wild animals are also to be used. 

3. Phlegm. In this variety the head is heavy and dull, and it 
cannot be turned about. The head feels cool, and the eyelids and 
mouth are swollen. In this form the medicines which cure diseased 
phlegm are to be used, such as strong emetics, errhines, and 
gargles. The head should be rubbed with a paste made of liquorice 
root and ghee. The bark of inquido is also useful ; and snuff 
made of the bark of half ala. lie sho\dd likewise take the decoc- 
tion of those medicines which cure phlegm, and live on rice and 
barley, mixed with long and black pepper and ginger. The decoc- 
tion of mudya (a kind of pea) may also be used. 

4. When the above three dhdfu arc diseased, the different 
symptoms are combined. In this form the treatment is the same 
as that above described, as being applicable when one only of the 
humors are diseased ; particularly the use of old ghee internally. 

5. When the blood is deranged, producing this disease, the 
symptoms are the same as when bile is deranged. The pain in this 
variety is so severe, that the head cannot be touched, or bent forward. 

6. When the disease is produced by a diminution of brain, or 
fat, phlegm, or blood, in the head, it produces great uneasiness and 
pain. This pain is increased by hot applications, by smoke, by 
errhines, and by blood-letting. In this form nourishing food is to 
be used, with prepared ghee applied internally and externally. The 
prepared ghee recommended in pulmonary consumption is also to 
be used. 

7. Worms sometimes produce severe pain in the head, of a 
kind as if an animal was eating, or tearing the head. A watery 
red or bloody discharge flows from the nose, and the patient s life 
is to be considered as in danger. The treatment consists in using 
medicines to discharge the worms ; as blood, when used as an errhine. 
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it will rause the worms to become stupid. Stimulating snuffs are of 
use, sucli as the powder of the seeds of ahringU and hifanga^ mixed 
witli cow's urine, and other vermifuge medicines. By these means 
the worms will be expelled. 

8. Siirjydbartta, In this variety, when the sun rises the eyes 
and brow feel painful ; and it continues, and increases, while the sun 
is above the horizon. It diminishes in the evening, and towards 
night. It is produced by derangement in the air, phlegm, and 
bile. For curing it use old ghee, and other medicines, as above 
mentioned ; and the food is to consist of milk and rice, with broths 
made of wild animals. 

9. Anantahdta, When air, bile, anti phlegm are deranged in 
tlic vessels of the neck, they produce great pain, particularly in the 
eyebrows, temples, and cheeks. It also produces shaking of the 
head, pain in the lower jaw, and diseases of the eyes {neuralgia). 

This variety is to be treated in the same manner as Surjydbartta^ 
but particularly by the puncture of the diseased vessel. The diet 
should be sweetmeats prepared with ghee, honey, sugar, and flour, 
with the remedies which cure bile and air. 

10. Ardhdyabhedakai {hemiplegia,) When much dry food is 
taken it produces this disease ; or eating without an appetite, or too 
frequent ; exposure to the easterly wind, or to dew, and the abuse 
of venery. When the urine and bowels are constipated, and the 
person has been subjected to much grief, or severe exertion, he is 
liable to the attacks of this disease ; as also by derangements of 
air, bile, and phlegm. The attack occurs sometimes every fort- 
night, in other cases every tenth day, or in other cases everyday. 
The half of the neck, brow, temples, cars, eyes, are very painful. 
When severe, as it often is, like that of poison, or as if burnt, and 
the sight and hearing become imperfect. This disease is very 
obstinate, and most distressing ; so that a thousand pliysicians cannot 
sometimes cure it. In this form errhincs prepared with tlie powder 
of the seeds of Sirimf 

Malakd, camphor, 

Pipala^ long-pepper, and 

Bacha, are to be exhibited. An external application 
is made by mixing together the paste of 
Sdliba, 

Kusta, 

Pipala and Madhuka, liquorice, 

with the juice of acid fruits, ghee, and oil. This is applied over the 
head. The broths of wild animals, with ghee, and cold applications, 
are also useful. The head should, in this disease, be always kept 
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well anointed with mustard oil. If by the above means the 
head^ache is not checked, blood-letting should be performed. 

11. Sankhaha* When air, bile, and phlegm, with blood are 
deranged, it produces severe pain in the temples and head, which 
becomes hot. This form is dangerous, like poison. When the 
person cannot swallow, he will die in three days. But if he lives 
beyond this time, medicines may then be given for the cure. The 
treatment is the same as of the last variety. 


Order II. 

Diseases of ihe Ears, (Karnaroffu.) 

The more copious secretion from the external ears, and tlie inosi 
changes of temperature of the air, render diseases of this organ of fre- 
quent occurrence in this country. Tliey produce nnu h suffering, 
and much attention seems to lm\e been paid by tin* Uliulns to their 
nature and cure. 

There are twenty-eight diseases of the ear. 'I'lie corporeal atr 
is the cause of all tlicse diseases. When it is deraiiged in the ear, 
and is confined in its passage hy the other liumors, it produces 
severe pain in the organ, whicli is called karmishufa, and is \crv 
difficult to cure. When air is deranged in the passages of the ear, 
several kinds of sounds are heard, like those of certain inslriinieut.s 
called karnatidda. When air is deranged yith phlegm in the 
ear passages, and if not treated it will jiroducc deafness called 
bddhirjya. 

Fatigue, or eating hot or astringent substances, or the frccpienl 
use of errhincs produce a derangement of the air in the ear passages 
called karnakshyera, which consist in a peculiar ringing noise. In 
others the disease is produced by blows on the car, hy bathing in 
water during which water enters the cars, or hy a boil in the part 
which suppurates. This disease is called karnasanysrdha. 

When air and phleym are deranged in the car it produces itchi- 
ness ; and bile being deranged dries up the phlegm, and wax in 
the ear. This disease is named karnaynihnkn. When the wax 
melts it passes out of the nose (sursntd), or mouth (nidan), and 
the disease is called pratindha, and is accompanied with much 
pain in the head. 

If worms form in the ear by flies depositing their eggs in the 
ear, the disease is called krimikarnaka. 

When the ear is wounded or otherwise injured it is called bidra* 
dhu In other cases there is great pain, burning, and tightness 
in the part, with a discharge of yellow pus or blood ; it is then 
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called kamahidradhi* By the derangements of bile abscesses are 
formed, which is called karnapdka. 

'When phlefffH is deranged and dried up by the heat of the bile, 
it melts, and then is discharged from the ear, with a disagreeable 
smell. It is called pritikarmka. There are also four kinds of 
bloody tumors, seven varieties of other tumors, and four kinds 
of swellings to which the ear is liable. 

In defects of the external ear, Susruta recommends the surgeon 
to prepare a new ear, by removing skin from the neighbouring part, 
leaving a connection to keep up its \itality. Cutting oif ears was 
a frequent method of punishment and the formation of a ne^v ear 
removed the deformity, Avhich was the more striking in the Hindu, 
as the ear was the place for hanging ornaments, especially among 
the rich. 

Treatment. In these diseases ghee is to be used with the diet, 
with rest, and bathing, not including the head, while intercourse 
with w’omen is avoided. In karnaekiila^ prandda^ hddhirjija^ and 
hara the treatment is the same. Give oleaginous purgatives, and 
apply steam of water impregnated witli different herbs which cure 
air diseases. This is conveyed to the external ear by means of a 
tube. Fish, cock’s flesh, and that of a bird called Viha are to be 
mixed, and applied hot to the ear. The leaves of the banian tree, 
are to be made in the form of a cup, which is to be heated over 
a fire, and the drops of juice w hich ooze through the leaf, are to be 
applied hot to the ear. The juice of garlic and ginger is also to be 
applied to the external ear. Other stimulating and narcotic medi- 
cines, and different oils, are recommended for these diseases of the 
ear. Strong errhincs are also to be used. 

Ill deafness the oil is to be prepared with cowl's urine mixed with 
a decoction of hill ah ^ and applied to the ear. Milk and water are 
also of use. For curing the diseases named kaniashrdha, putikarna 
and krunikaniuka arc the same remedies as above enumerated. 
Strong errhincs and fumigations, w'ashing, oils dropped into the ear, 
and various astringent decoctions will be found of use. Gum, raisin, 
frankincense {dhund)^ powdered with the juice of the wild cotton 
tree, are to be applied to the ear. Worms are to be removed by the 
application of such medicines as expel them. The sulphurate of 
arsenic, with cow’s urine, is found of use. For removing the bad 
smell from the ear, use fragrant fumigations. Mustard oil will 
remove the ringing of the ears. Inflammations of the ear are to be 
treated as in other local inflammations. For the morbid secretion 
«)f wax remove it by instruments, and fomentations ; and emetics 
.md errhincs are to be administered for the itching of the car. For 
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removing external substances from the ear exhaust the air in a cow’s 
horn, and apply it tightly upon the part. 


Order lit. 

Diseases of the Nose, 

There are thirty-one diseases of the nose. When the nostrils 
are closed, when one is diy, Tery dirty, and hot, when matter has 
formed, and when the patient can neither smell nor taste, the disease is 
called Pinasa, and is produced by a derangement of air and phlegm. 
When the air is stopped in the palate and nostrils, and there is a bad 
smell which proceeds from the mouth and nose, the disease is called 
Putina^. In these diseases the treatment should consist in anoint- 
ing, and heating the body. Then an emetic and purgative are to be 
given, and errhines exhibited. Hot food is to be used in small 
quantities, and of a kind easily digested. Boiling water is to be taken 
as soon as possible, and the part expoMd to steam impregnated with 
aromatic substances. The powder of pepper, dry ginger, &c. may be 
mixed with mustard oil and the urine of cows, to be boiled toge- 
ther, and used as an errhine. 

Bile when deranged in the nose produces small pimples, which 
quickly suppurate, and are called NMkdpdka. In this disease 
a disagreeable discharge often proceeds from the nose and umbilia- 
cous, for which blood-letting is to be used. When blood flows from 
the nose it is called Ndsa-raktapitta, in which case air, bile, and 
phlegm are deranged. When the vital part of the nose is wounded, 
deranged air, &c. passes through the nostrils producing a bad smell- 
ing secretion mixed with blood, it is called Pucrakta. When stimulat- 
ing substances are applied to the nostrils, or by regarding the Are, 
the air is mixed with phlegm and passes from the nostrils with a 
noise, this is called Kahuti or sneezing. If phlegm thickens, as 
if prepared by fire, and has a saltish taste, it is called Bransuti. 
If hot air proceeds from the nostrils, and air is discharged like 
smoke or is very hot, it is called Dipta, Phlegm when deranged 
with air so as to close the nostrils is called Pratinaha, When air, 
bile and phlegm are deranged in the nostrils it dries. When the 
discharge is thin like water, and passes from the nostrils, particularly 
at night, it is called Pdsdparsisrdbah, 

When the nose is very hot and dry, and the passage of air gives 
great uneasiness, it is called Ndsdparisasah, 

' Polypi of the nose, {Ndsdrsah,) and tumors of the nostrils 
(Ndedrbuda') are described under the head of surgery. 

Pbnasu has an acute and chronic form. In the first the head is 
heavy, the patient has no appetite, and the discharge from the 

2 L 
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nose is thin. The voice becomes altered, with occasional vomiting 
and weakness of the body. When chronic, the phlegm as it is 
discharged from the nose, thickens, and the voice becomes natural. 
The colour of the skin is ifatural, and the discharged phlegm is 
thick, and very adhesive. 

Pritisyaiah resembles Apinnasa and is sometimes produced by 
the neglect in the calls of nature, by eating indigestable food, and 
allowing the accumulation of dust in the nostrils ; speaking or 
crying much ; frequent fits of anger, unusual and sudden alteration 
in the seasons, such as want of the accustomed rain, and exposure 
to the sun, watching or sleeping during the day, being wet with 
very cold water or dew, and excessive venery produce the diseases of 
the nose ; as also hot tears passing into the nostrils. By these 
causes the humors are deranged in the head, producing the usual 
symptoms of catarrh ; the general symptoms of which are sneezing, 
heaviness of the head, languor and pain, and stiffness over the body 
{Guseska), 

When produced by air the nostrils become filled up, there is a 
thin discharge with dryness of the throat, palate, and lips, with 
severe throbbing pain of the' temples, and hoarseness. 

When hile is deranged the symptoms are a hot discharge of a 
yellow colour, the body is weak, of a gray colour, and hot. There 
is much thirst, and what is vomited is hot, and like smoke. 

When phlegm is deranged the discharge is white or grayish, and 
is copious and cold. ' The body becomes pale, eyelids swollen, head 
very heavy, and the throat, palate, lips, and head, are itchy. 

When air, bile andi phlegm are deranged the symptoms occur 
rapidly, disappear, and recur again, whether they be acute or chro- 
nic. At one time the nose is clean but it again becomes dirty, dry, 
and closes with foetid breath, and loss of smell. This is the bad 
form of the disease, and is cured with difficulty. If neglected this 
disease passes into P<naea. When it has continued for a long time 
it produces deafness, blindness, loss of smell, cough, and dispepsia. 

When blood is deranged, and is discharged from the nostrils, the 
eyes are reddish. Tliis form is produced by injuries of the chest, 
and both the mouth and nostrils have a bad smell. He loses the 
sense of smell, and worms are produced in the nostrils. These 
worms are small and of a black and white colour. The different 
forms of Frahsidka, if not seen by the practitioner early, are not 
curable. 

There are five forms of Arbuda, or tumors attacking the nose, and 
four of Sota (swellings), four kinds of Area (Polypus), and Paktapitta 
' (hemorrhage) : all these form so many diseases of the nose. They 
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have already, or will be hereafter described under the head of 
Surgery. 

Treatment, In Putinasica ghee is to be introduced into the 
nostrils with fomentations. Emetics ^nd errhines are also to be 
used, with light food, and warm water as drink. Smoking with 
aromatic herbs is also recommended. In this disease mustard oil is 
to be used ; it should be prepared with the following medicines : — 
Jffinguy (asafffitida,) black and long pepper, and 
dry ginger, 

Bachaka, 

Shibati, 

Katphaltti 

Ldkshyd, (Butea frondosa,) 

Bacha, (Acorus calamus,) 

Kusta, (Costus speciosus,) and 
Biranya. 

These are mixed, and used as an errMne. 

NdMdpdka. In this case antiphlogistic means are to be used, 
as the application of leeches, and the paste made of the bark of the 
trees which produce a milky juice, as tlie banian tree. 

In Puerakta, when pus and blood are discharged, it is to be 
treated as dstulse in other parts of the body. 

In P6«wtf hot substances are to be eaten, as ginger with salt, so 
as to thicken the mucus, and when chronic ghee is to be taken 
internally with emetics. When the mucus becomes thick it is to 
be discharged by means of errhines, purgatives, gargles, and smokmg 
with aromatic substances. The person should remain m a shut up 
place. His head should be kept warm, and he should avoid cold 
water and venery. He should also avoid ^ief, dry food and new 
wine ; when accompanied with fever, vomiting, languor, and diar- 
rhoea, iksting is recommended with tonics and carminatives. 


Order IV. 

Bteeases of the Eyes, {Akiroyah.) 

It’is related that Janaka, rdji of MithiH or Tirhoot, 
perform the usual ceremonies and prayers to the sun, for which he 
-Was afflicted with ’the diseases of the eye. By abstinence and 
before the sun, however he was cured of the disease ; 
and smee then, by proper offerings be obtained the faror ofj^^and was 
instructed by. Surya concerning these diseases. He afteiwMds 
wrote a SMftra on the subject, called Sdlika Tantra, which is 

stated to be "in profundity like the ocean.” 

There are ?6 diseases of the eye, of these 10 are air diseases, 
2 I. 2 
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10 bile, 13 phlegm, 25 are produced by the derangement of the 
three humors, 16 by blood, and 2 external diseases. These diseases 
are again subdivided into 9 of the joinings of the eye, 21 of 
the eyelids, 1 1 of the white part of the eye, 4 of the black part, 
17 of the eye in general, 12 diseases of the true organs of vision 
(Dristi), and two external diseases from injuries. 

1. Description of the Eye, After a description of the size of the 
eye it is stated that it is formed by a combination of all the elements. 
The flesh being produced by the earth, blood from the fire, the 
black part from the air, the white part from the water, and the 
different canals for the tears are produced by ether or sky. The 
black part extends over one-third of the eye, and the pupil about one- 
seventh part of the black part. The tunics are the two eyelids, and 
of the globe of the eye. The first surrounds the vitreous humor 
(Tezajala, or glistening water), the second is covered with flesh, the 
third with fat, and the fourth with bone. They distinguish five 
circles, the eyelashes, eyelids, the white sclerotic coat, the iris, and 
the pupil. There are five joinings, the eyelashes with the eyelids, 
the eyelids and white of the eye (sclerotic), the white with the trans- 
parent cornea, and this with the pupil, and the corunculo lachryma- 
lis. The humors are carried into the eye by the vessels, and 
produce many diseases. 

The causes of these diseases are bathing when the body is very 
hot, intensely regarding minute objects, or those at a great distance, 
or sleeping at irregular periods, frequent crying, grief, anger, exter- 
nal injuries, excessive venery, constipated or sour articles of food, 
or a kind of pea (MdakaUtL) Irregularities of seasons produce them, 
re'laining the tears in the eye, smoke and dust, profuse vomiting, or 
stopping it suddenly. These causes with derangements of air, bile 
and phlegm or blood, produce diseases of the eye. The deranged 
humors are conveyed into the eye by the vessels, and produce the 
different diseases in the different parts of the eye. The general 
symptoms of diseases of the eye are its changing its natural colour, 
pain, redness, a discharge of tears, and there is a burning sensation 
in the eye as if there was an external body in it. The eyelids feel 
painful, as if thorns were under the ^elid, and there is intoUerance 
of light. 

2. Infammatiofn, There are four varieties of inflammation of the 
eye, produced by derangement in the air, bile, phlegm, and blood* 
The ten diseases of the air are characterized by severe pain in the 
eye, which remains immoveable, a feeling of sand in the eye, which 
is dry, with an inclination to rub it. The patient complains of 
bead-ache, and the tears are cold. 
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Bile produces inflammation of the eye, which is characterized by 
burning, with the discharge of blood and pus, and cold applications 
are grateful. The eye seems to be covered with a haze, feels hot, and 
has a yellow colour. There is likewise a discharge of warm tears. 

Covgh, when it produces inflammation it is characterized by hot 
applications being grateful to the eye, which feels heavy, swelled, 
itchy, and cold. There is also a copious discharge of tears, which 
are of an oily nature. 

Blood produces inflaminatioii which is characterized by the dis- 
charge of a copper colour, the. eye is red, and the small vessels of 
the eye become turgid. Before this appears the peculiar symptoms 
of bile are present. When this inflammation is neglected, or im- 
properly treated, it produces one of the four varieties of severe 
ophthalmia (Adimanta), This aggravated form has the following 
symptoms : severe pain, as if the eyei were torn ; throbbing, which 
extends to half of the head, and is characterized by the above 
symptoms of each variety. When this is produced by phlegm it 
will destroy the eye in seven days ; if blood is diseased it will de- 
stroy the organ iu five days, if air in six days, and if bile in one day. 
In the acute stage of this ophthalmia the pain is severe, as if a 
foreign body was in it, with redness and swelling, and a copious 
discharge of tears from the eye. When merely chronic the pain is 
less, with itchiness in the part, the discharge of tears is slight, and 
the eyelids can be opened, and the globe appears healthy. When 
the inflammation produced by air is neglected, the accessions recur 
at intervals, and produce pain of different kinds. The eye swells, 
suppurates, and is red like a wild fig. It suppurates without 
swelling, when the other symptoms are the same. The eye in such 
cases is very painful, and the disease is incurable. 

Another form of the disease is named Bdtaparjiya, in which air 
is deranged, and the eyebrow and eye are painful, so that the person 
winks, and brings the eyelids forcibly together. 

Suskdkipdka. When the eyelids are dry, and suppurate, the 
eye is very painful, the sight is troubled, and the patient cannot 
shut the eyelids. 

Anutdyabdta, When the air of the neck and head, ears, cheeks, 
or vessels of the back of the neck are deranged, and in other 
situations, the eyebrow and eye are very painful. 

In Amlddhadtay the eye is of a green colour with a red circum- 
ference, from the colour of the blood in the part. It extends over 
the eye which is hot, swelled, and tears continually flow. This 
is produced by sour articles of food. 

Sirotpdta, It is accompanied with more or less pain in the 
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eye, which becomes red. When neglected this form is called &- 
rdharsa, when the discharge is of a copper colour, and the person 
cannot see. These are the general diseases of the eye. 

2. The diseases of the black part of the Eye. 

Ulcers of the Cornea, (Bruna-sukra,) In this disease the black 
part appears spotted, the discharge is very hot, and if it is not near 
the pupil and there is only one spot, which, is without pain and any 
discharge, it may sometimes be cured. 

When the ulcer is of long standing, extensive, and deep-seated, 
it is difficult to cure. When depressed in the middle and the mar- 
gin elevated it will destroy vision. When both coats (cornea and 
iris) are destroyed by the ulcer, which has a red margin, and has 
been of long standing, it is incurable. 

Abruna-sukra. When the inflammation is in the black part of the 
eye with a burning sensation, it is very white like the moon, it is 
curable. If of old standing, is white, large, and deep-seated, it will 
be cured with difficulty. 

Pdkdtiya^ or opacity of the cornea following inflammation. 

Ajakdydta, small tumors like the litter of goats, slightly red, 
which protrudes through the cornea, from which a bloody discharge 
proceeds mixed with pus. 

The Bristi (crystalline lens) is the principal part of the organ of 
vision. It is like the form of a pea (masuri), and is produced by a 
mixture of the essential parts of the five elements. It resembles 
the firefly, and it is largely supplied with the eternal fire {Abaytazi). 
It is covered by the external tunic of the eye, and has externally an 
opening (pupil ?). By cold it is kept in a healthy state. Tne diseases 
of this part of the eye are very tedious in their cure. 

3. Diseases of the membranes of the Eye, 

When the first tunic (Pratamapatala) is deranged, the vision is 
indistinct. When the second tunic is affected the sight is very im- 
perfect, and the person sees an appearance of motes, musquitoes, 
hairs, and nets. In other cases it is in the form of a circle like 
spectres, rays, and as every thing were indistinct and immersed in 
water, or like rain, clouds, and darkness. The person cannot dis- 
tinguish distance, so that near objects seem at a distance. 

When the third membrane is deranged he can neither see above 
nor below ; large objects appear covered, and he cannot distinguish 
the features of a person placed before him. Such a person has often 
double visio/i. 

Lingandsa, In this form the whole crystalline lens (Bristi) is 
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Reeled, and if not very deep the person can see the moon, star, and 
lightning. When air is much increased the patient sees every object 
red ; and when bile is affected, he can see the sun, the rainbow, 
and lightning. In other cases every thing appears black, variegated, 
and like the feather of a peacock. When affected by phlegm every 
object appears as if covered with oil and white. When the three 
humors are deranged, every thing appears spotted as of a mixture 
of different colours. When blood is deranged every object appears 
red and dark. In Lingandsa the colour is made of six different tints. 

When the eye is affected with deranged bile it is called Pittabi- 
dqgdha dristU which is characterized by the yellowness, and images 
appearing yellow. If it affects the third membrane he cannot see 
during the day, but can see at night. 

yfh.tTL phlegm is affected it is called Sleshmabidagdha dristt which 
is characterized by the white appearance, and every thing seems 
white. When deranged in the three membranes of the eye it is called 
Nyctalopia^ or night blindness. He can see during the day. Grief, 
fever, vexation, severe diseases of the head, cause tljis disease of 
the eye, in which every object appears enveloped in smoke ; hence it 
is called Samadarsher. In other cases the person cannot see small 
objects during the day, but sees every thing at night. This is called 
Paaajdta, 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged, and produce a change 
in the iris like the mungoose eye (which is very red) every thing 
appears of a mottled appearance during the day. It is named Naku- 
Idndha, 

Gambirakd, When air is deranged it produces the disease in 
which the pupil of the eye is contracted, and it diminishes the size 
of the eye, and is accompanied with great pain. 

Lingandsa is of two kinds. The first is called Sanimita and 
the second Animita : the first is produced by inflammation of the 
eye, and the second by the sight of holy sages, by regarding a kind 
of large snake (Maharaza), or luminous objects by which vision is 
destroyed. The eye in this disease does not lose its natural appearance. 

Abigdta hatadrisU is produced by accidents or injuries to the eye, 
by which the person cannot see ; the organ becomes red like coral, 
and severe pain is felt as if a person was tearing the eye out. 

4. Diseases of the white part of the Eye. 

Prastdrijarma. In this disease there is a thin red or dark- 
coloured membrane covering the white part of the eye. 

Sukldrma. The enlargements in this disease are white and soft, 
and it advances slowly. 
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Raktdrma is characterized by fleshy growths of a red colour. 

Adimdnsarma (Ptergium) is a liver-coloured thickening of the 
white part of the eye. It is stationary. Another form is thick, and 
fleshy, and of a white colour. 

Stdrjarma is fleshy swelling of the white of the eye. 

Saktiy when there are many small spots of a green flesh colour. 

Arjana is when there is a red spot. 

Pistaka is a round white elevation of the white of the eye 
like a drop of water. 

Jdla. The white part in this case is like a net-work, with hard 
small vessels of a red colour. 

Siraja, in which white pimples appear in the white of the eye, 
surrounded by enlarged vessels. 

Baldsaka is a silvery copper-coloured spot surrounded by vessels. 

5. Diseases of the joinings of the eyes : — of the eyeball, cornea and 
sclerotica, eyelids, eyelashes, 

These’ diseases are nine in number. The parts sometimes swell, 
suppurate and are painful ; the disease is called Puyalisa. Blood 
and thick pus are discharged in these cases. Another form swells 
much, but does not suppurate; is itchy, but without pain. It is 
called Upandha, 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged at the joints, and the 
passage of the tears are discharged over the eyelids in the form of 
tears, it is called Netrandri (Fistula Lachrymalis), of which there 
are four varieties according to the nature of their discharges. When 
pus alone is discharged it is called Parsdsarba, When phlegm is 
alone diseased, and the joint suppurates without pain, the discharge 
is of a white colour, thick, and shining like oil : it is then called 
Sleshmdsrdba, Diseased blood sometimes produces this disease, and 
when there is a hot discharge mixed with much blood it is called 
Raktasrdba. When bile is diseased, the discharge has a yellow 
colour, and it is called Pittasrdba, 

When small pimples appear at the joints of the eye, of a red colour, 
they bum and are painful. They are called Parbanikd, Sometimes 
this occurs at the juncture of the cornea and sclerotica, and are 
accompanied by the same symptoms as the last. They are of a 
red colour, and are called Alaghi. 

Krimdgrantu Sometimes worms are produced at the juncture 
of the eyelids, and eyelashes. They produce much itching ; and 
sometimes they form between the eyelid and the white part of the 
eye. They are of different colours and forms, and destroy the 
eye. 
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Diseases of the Eyelids. 

There are twenty-one diseases of the eyelids. In this class of 
diseases, air, bile, and phlegm may be diseased in a combined or 
separate form. In other cases these derangements affect the vessels 
of the eye, and the blood and flesh, &c. may separately, or when 
combined, produce diseases of the eyelids. 

Atsangani are small eruptions on the external part of the lower 
eyelids, they often open internally ; and arc produced by diseases 
of the blood. 

Kambikd are swellings at the borders of the upper eyelid. When 
they break, pus and blood are evacuated ; and they are like small 
castor oil seeds. 

Another form of swelling is of the colour of blood ; of the size of 
a mustard seed, hard, and itchy ; and water, pus, and blood are 
evacuated from them. When painful ^they are called Pataki. When 
numerous clusters of small eruptions, are rough, elevated, and situated 
on the inner side of the lid, they are Called Bartasarkard, Another 
form are small like melon seeds ; have little pain, are situated in 
the eyelids, are rough to the feel, and are called Arsaharta or Bar- 
tdrsi. When like the new shining germ of a plant, the eyelids are 
long, hard, rough, indolent and irregular, and the patient cannot 
open the lid, the disease is called Saskdrsa, or dry hemorrhoidal 
tumors of the eyelid. 

Another form is very hot, painful, and of a copper colour ; and is 
soft, and small, with little pain : it is called Angannandmika, 

Sometimes the eyelids are covered with small irruptions, and all 
the small swellings have the same appearance and colour, and are 
stationary. They are called Bahalaharta. 

Another form of swelling is when the lids are swollen, itchy, and 
painful, the lids being tight over the eye, and the eyelids do not 
completely cover the globe of the e^^e. This disease is called Barta- 
handa. 

When the internal part of the eyelid is spung}% hot, painful, of a 
copper colour, and changes quickly to a red colour, it is called 
Kliitahbarta. 

If in this disease bile is deranged and affects the blood, much 
dirty matter is discharged called Bartahkardama* 

When the swelling of the lids is both external and internal, with 
burning and itchy pain of a dark yellow colour with a discharge, it is 
called Sdbabarta, 

When the upper lid is externally swollen, of a red colour, and much 
matter is discharged in its inner surface, it is called Prdkninabarta, 
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When the eyelids are shut, and they cannot be opened without 
their being previously soaked in water, on account of the secretion, 
the disease is called Akhnaharta, 

When the joints of the eyelids become immoveable, and everted 
it is called Bdtahattaharta (Entropium.) 

When a pendulous swelling forms in the inside of the eyelid 
without pain, and is caused by blood, it is named Arbuda, 

When the vessels which move the eyelids are deranged they 
produce winking, or a continual movement of the eyes, when it is 
called Nimassa. 

When the small fleshy excrescences, situated in the eyelids, are 
of a red colour, soft, painful, and grow again when removed by the 
knife, they are produced by diseased blood, and are called Sum- 
tdrsa. Another form of tumor forms on the eyelids like a plum, 
hard, soft, moist, and does not suppurate, but becomes large and 
knotted it is called Lagannah, 

When air, bile and phlegm are deranged the swelling appears 
above the eyelid, breaks, and blood, water and pus are discharged 
through many openings. The pain is so severe as to resemble 
poison, and is called Bishabarta. In other cases these derangements 
contract the eyelids so that the person cannot see distinctly. This 
disease is called Kuncharna, 

When air is deranged the eyelashes are turned inwards, and 
inflame the eye, and the person is always rubbing them. It is 
called Pakakapat, (Entropeon,) and is a difficult disease to cure. 

Bile when deranged in the eye produces the falling off of the 
eyelashes ; when the eyelids are itchy and hot, the disease is called 
Pakaksdta. 

Treatment of the diseases of the eye. Eleven of these diseases 
are cured by the excision of the diseased part ; nine by scariflcations ; 
five by incisions ; fifteen by punctures ; twelve by the use of differ- 
ent instruments ; seven are cured with difficulty; and fifteen dis- 
eases are incurable. The two general diseases of the eyes are 
considered incurable. 

In treating Ophthalmia (Abimnda), the patient is to have his 
body anointed, and fomented according to custom ; and in both 
Adimanta and Adisanda venesection is to be employed, followed by 
oleaginous glysters and purgatives. Cooling washes, and the vapour 
of certain medicines, with errhines, are to be applied to the diseased 
eye. It is then to be covered with a yellow-coloured cloth. Warm 
fomentations, and boiled hot flesh is to be applied to the eye, with 
poultices made of milk and rice. The patient should drink milk 
boiled with the decoction of those plants which cure diseased air. 
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Goat’s milk, boiled with the decoctioa of the root and leaves of 
the castor oil shrub is to be applied to the eye while warm. 

When the ophthalmia is produced by derangement of the bile, 
blood-letting, purgatives, and the applications recommended in other 
inflammations are to be used. In other cases ghee and goat’s milk 
are to be prepared with the following medicines. Take of 
Gundrdy (Cyperus pertenuis,) 

Shdli, 

ShaihalUy (Vallisueria octaudra,) 

Loclohidoy 

Ddrbiy (Zanthorrizon,) 

Eldy (Cardamoms,) 

IJdpolohy 

Rodhray 

Mustakoy (Cyperus rotundns,) 

and the leaves of the water-lily and other cooling medicines. Ghee 
is to be used as an external application. The other parts of the 
antibilious treatment is to be followed ; and gold rubbed in the 
milk of a woman, and mixed with honey, may also be applied. 
Liquorice root, mixed with woman’s milk or sugar and water ; or a 
piece of cloth made of the wild silk is to be first moistened with 

water, and then applied to the eye. 

When ophthalmia is produced by phlegm, blood-letting, fomen- 
tations, errhines, and colleria, with the application of vapour arc to 
be used. Different gargles, and irritants for the discharge of mucus 
from the nose are recommended. The colleria, &c. are to be pre- 
pared with medicines which cure phlegm. The patient should eat 
of such substances as do not increase phlegm, the ghee should be 
prepared with bitter plants. This should be repeated daily. The 
fomentations should be prepared with the decoctions of 
Bdld, (Ilibiscus tortuosus,) 

Smti, (Dry ginger,) 

Bebddru, (Erythroxylon sideroxoyUoides,) 
Kuthfa, (Costus spcciosus.) 

The vapour of these medicines is to be applied to the eye. At 
other times various medicines are formed into a mixture, and applied 
externally to the eye: such as myrobalan, haridrd, (turmerick,) ma- 
duka, (Uquorice,) anjana, and antimony . These medicines are dried 
in the sun, and when the mixture is to be used, moisten it and 


*^men blood produces diseases of the eye, it « recommended to 
use general and local bleeding, strong and trequent purgat^^s. 
errhines, cold appUoations, and to apply a mixture of differ- 

2 M 2 



300 


ent medicines upon the eyelids. When there is much pain use 
soothing fomentations, leeches, and the usual treatment for bile. 
The juice oinimha leaves mixed with iron and copper are also recom- 
mended. The juice of sugar-cane, honey, sugar, woman’s milk, 
darhitty and maduka^ (liquorice,) are to be applied externally, with 
the juice of the pomegranate. Water and sugar, rock-salt, and whey 
are also used as external applications. 

Besides the seventy-six diseases, which are emmon both to children 
and to the adult, there is another which is peculiar to the former. 
This is called Kukundka or purulent ophthalmia. It is caused by 
the bad milk of the mother, and also by the derangement of plilegm, 
air, bile, or blood, singly, or collectively. It affects the eyelids. 
The symptoms are the continual rubbing the eye, as well as the nose 
and forehead ; great intollerancc of light, and a copious discharge. 

In the treatment bleeding is first recommended with scarifications 
of the eyelids. Then apply stimulating substances mixed with 
honey, in order to discharge the bad humors. With this the 
usual medicines recommended for the mother and child, for purifying 
the humors and improving health are to be given ; such as emetics, 
&c. are to he used. A decoction of the young leaves oijumhu (rose 
apple), dmra (mangoe), datree mulica, and myrobalan trees, are also 
recommended. The eyes are to be washed with this, as well as 
with other astringent medicines. The following mixture is also 
recommended. Take of — 

Nijpdlaja, (red sulph. of Arsenic,) maricha, (black pepper,) burnt 
hunch, (a shell,) rasdnjana, (sulph. of Antimony,) and mindhaha, 
(rock-salt,) with jagary and honey. These medicines are mixed 
with the honey and treacle, and applied with a probe to \he eye. 

There are many peculiarities in the diseases of the eyes, that 
cannot be described in a book ; but by these general precepts an 
intelligent person will be able to vary his treatment according to 
the circumstance of each particular case. 

The diseases of the eye in which the use of instruments is re- 
quired are : 

Uteinjini, 

Bakalabdrta, 

Hurdamahdrtat 

Shdbabdrta, 

Bandabaeta, 

KlUtabdrta, 

Pataka, 

Kambtkinh and 
Bdtasarkdrd. 
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Scarifications, Before performing this operation the person should 
take an emetic and purgative. He should be placed in a closed 
cool room ^\ithout much light, the eyelids separated by the thumb 
and forefinger of the left hand. Moisten the eye with apiece of 
soft cloth which has been dipped in w arm w^ater ; and with the 
point of a knife on the rough leaf, as of the wild fig-tree, &c. the 
scarifications are to be made. Continue the application of the 
warm water as a fomentation ; after which the following mixture is 
recommended. Take of — 

Manayehy (red Sulphurate of Arsenic,) 

Eases, (Sulphurate of Iron,) 

Baso, (long and black pepper and dry ging^,) and 
Saindhaba, (rock-salt.) 

Mix with honey, and apply a small portion with the probe to 
the inside of the eye-lid. This is to evacuate more completely the 
bad humors. After these have been discharged the medicine is to 
he removed by bathing the eye with warm water. Ghee is to be 
applied to the eye. These applications are to be used, with the 
exception of the scarifications, every third day. 

The effect of these scarifications on the inside of the eyelids is to 
stop the morbid discharge, to diminish the swelling and itching as 
the eyelid becomes smooth. Such results prove that the eyelid 
has been properly scarified. If not performed well, the follow ing 
are the symptoms ; the redness, swelling, and discharge, continue, 
and the symptoms of the disease are not removed. The eyelid be- 
comes black, heavy, and is moved with difficulty . There is much 
itching and irritation in the eyelid ; and sometimes it produces 
suppuration of the eye. 

Tlie nine diseases in which scarifications are to be nsed, are — 
Bortdbabandd, 

Clestabdrtang, 

Bdlahdrtang, 

Pataki, 

Sdhabarfa, 

Cardamaburta, 

Cambiktm, 

Skkdrd, and 
Utsanjani, 

The characteristic symptoma of these diseases of the eyelids are 
mentioned above. 

Incision of the eye should be employed in 

BishagrentL In this disease fomentations are first to be used , 
when matter forms, open the abscess, and then apply powder- 
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ed rock-salt with the sulphate of ainc, (hash,) long-pepper, red sul- 
phurate of arsenic with honey, to the part, and put on a bandage. 

In Ldgana divide the parts and then apply the powder of R^ha- 
nds (supposed to be the concrete bile of the cow), saltpetre, 
sulphate of copper, and honey. In other cases the actual cautery 
must be applied. Treatment of Unjdndmekd, (styr,) consists in 
fomenting the abscess, and then applying the sulphurate of antimony 
with honey. 

For the cure of Bishagrenta, first foment, open the part, and then 
apply the powder of the three kinds of matahah^ tuto, (sulphate of 
copper,) kdsis, (sulphate of iron,) and rock-salt. These medicines 
irritate, and increase the secretion of tears, and clear the organ. 
Then use astringent applications. 

In Upandha cut off the diseased part, and then apply fomenta- 
tions ; and a mixture of long-pepper, rock-salt, and honey. 

Excision, In Udemdnsarnid, (Pterygium,) excision is to be used 
for the cure of this disease. First mix ghee with the patient’s food ; 
then apply stimulating powder to the part, followed by fomentations. 
The eye is then to be rubbed with the finger, and when the eye-lids 
are somewhat loosened apply a hook, and draw the fleshy growth ; 
slightly outwards. Then pass a needle under the diseased growth ; tie 
it, and then separate the diseased part from the cornea and sclerotica 
with a round formed knife. Then apply fomentations and a bandage. 

The only diseases in which excision is employed, are : 

Sirdjdla, 

Sorhanied, 

Ursa, 

Sarskdrsa Urhada, small tumors. 

In Pakakapat, (Intropeon.) In this distressing disease it is re- 
commended that from the inner to the outer canthus of the eye a 
portion of the skin is to be removed, about three lines in breadth, 
in the lower third of the upper eyelid. This operation is particu- 
larly described by Susruto, who states the kind of room which should 
be used as an operating room, that in which the patient is to be 
placed, his diet, &c. After the operation apply honey and ghee to 
the wound, which should be brought together by hair sutors. These 
are removed on union taking place. If this operation is not success- 
ful, destroy the roots of the hair by the actual or potential cauteries. 

Amaurosis, (timra or darkness.) The patient is first to get oleagi- 
nous purgatives prepared with old ghee which has been kept for 
some time in an iron vessel. The ghee is also recommended to be 
prepared from amphibious animals. It is to be nibbed np with 
water and applied to the eye ; dififerent preparations of antimony are 
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likewise feeomnieiid^, sack as antimony, honey, sugar, red sal- 
phnr^ of arsenic, mixed together, and applied to the eye. Different 
coUeria, fomentations, errhines and other external applications are 
also to be used. These preparations of antimony with other stimu- 
lants are to be used. Bleeding is not recommended, but errhines 
are highly extolled. Various other remedies with nutritive diet is 
recommended, as barley with much ghee, the juice ofmyrobalan, and 
the flesh of wild animals and birds. 

Cataract, (lin^andsa,) In treatment of this and other diseases 
the patient should first take ghee, as it is supposed to cure the diseases 
of air, which are supposed to derange the other humors. The weather 
should neither be very hot nor very odd in which the operation is to 
be performed. The eyelids are to be kept properly separated by an 
expert assistant ; the patient is then to be directed to look to his 
nose, and a knife with a point shaped like a grain of barley is to be 
held between the fore and middle flngtrs, and thumb of the right 
hand if the left eye is to be operated oil» and in the left hand, if the 
right eye. The knife is then to be ewnied forward near the junction 
of the sclerotica with the cornea, neithfiar high nor low in the eye, (near 
the transverse axis) and pass it on until water escapes. Then 
introduce a probe with a hook at its extremity, which is to detach 
and remove the cataract. When the person sees well, immediately 
after the operation, it has been properly done, particularly when the 
pupil appears clear like the other eye. After the operation apply the 
mUk of a woman to the eye, with fomentations. Then cover the eye 
with a bandage. For ten days after the operation he must remain per- 
fectly quiet in a dark room. During this time his food should be light. 

In the treatment of the following diseases of the eye, the knife is 
not to be used : — 

Sukdkipdka, 

Kaphabidagdhadristi, 

Pittabidagdhadristi, 

Sakra, 

Vrjana, 

Piahtaka, 

Amlaki, 

Akilnaharta, 

Damadarsi, 

Svkii, 

Prikelnaharta, 

Baldaahaata. 

In extmmil injuries, and their consequences, the following diseases 
are eared by bleedmg 
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Sird^dla, 

Sirdkaraa, 

Nainapdka, 

Pahanundtah^ 

PuedhUa^ 

Also in acute and purulent Ophthalmia. 


Order V. 

Diseases of the Mouthy (Mukharoga,) 

The diseases of the mouth are sixty-five : viz. eight diseases of 
ths lips , fifteen of the gums ; eight of the teeth ; four of the tongue ; 
nine of the palate ; seventeen of the throat; and three general diseases. 

Diseases of the Lips. By using too much food, such as fish, the 
flesh of buffaloes, milk, curdled milk, &c. the three humors are 
deranged producing diseases of the Lips. They become rough, 
hard, and stiff. When the bile is much deranged they are very 
painful, and small eruptions appear upon the surface. When bile is 
deranged, there is much inflammation, the lips become yellow, and 
the eruptions are painful, and of a yellow colour. When phlegm is 
deranged the lips are covered with a thin oleaginous looking matter, 
are cold, stiff, and of a dark yellow, white, or mixed colour. The 
eruptions are likewise of different colours. 

When blood is deranged in the lips they become red, svrollen, and 
very painful. They often bleed. When the flesh is affected they 
become swollen, heavy, sometimes ulceration takes place, and worms 
form in it. When fat is affected the lips become glistening, like 
the surface of ghee. They are also itchy and heavy, and the 
discharge is like pure water. These ulcers do not heal easily. 

Treatment. When air produces diseases in the lips the treatment 
is to apply equal parts of goat’s fat, sesamum oil, ghee, and wax, 
to the diseased part. Fomentations are also to be used to the 
lips. When ulceration takes place, apply frankincense, green 
rosin, (dhund), a kind of gum {guguli), and powdered liquorice. 
Mix and apply them to the ulcers in the form of powder. When 
the disease is produced by diseased bile, apply leeches and other 
local and general antiphlogistic remedies. When phlegm is dis- 
eased after local bleeding, use fomentations, gargles, and errhines, 
with fumigations. Powder of long and black pepper, ginger, impure 
soda (sargt kd kdra), nitre and black salt, mix them together with 
honey, and apply to the part. 

When fat is diseased in the lips, foment, and if the lips ulcerate 
apply the actual cautery, after which apply powdered pring/, ladra 
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and the three kinds of mjrobalan : mix them together with 
honey. Such are the means of curing those diseases of the lips« 
which admit of being cured. 

When the blood is deranged in the lips, the same treatment is 
to be followed, as when the bile is deranged. 

6. Diseases of the Ginns, 

There are fifteen diseases described under this head. 

I^dda is when the gums are black and blood is discharged with- 
out any external cause. In such cases the gums are separated from 
the teeth, soft, and putrid. In other cases they slough. This 
disease is produced by derangements of phlegm, and blood. 

Treatment, Remove blood by scarifications ; then use gargles 
made by decoctions of dry ginger, mustard seed, and the three kinds 
of myrobalan. This mixture is to be used frequently. 

Dant^apataha. This disease is produced by derangements of 
phlegm and blood ; and is characterized by painful swelling of the 
gums, covering two or three of the alveolar processes. 

Treatment, In the acute stage use scarifications ; after which 
mix rock, black, and common salts, sachulla, and samberi, with 
nitre and honey. Errhines should also be used, and food prepared 
with ghee. 

Dantabeshta is produced by deranged blood, and is characterized 
by a discharge of pus mixed with blood. In this disease the teeth 
become loose. 

Treatment, After scarifications use the following gargles : mix 

equal parts of the decoction of 

Lodhra, (Symplocos racemosa,) 

Patanga, (a kind of Sandal,) 

Jasti.nadhu, (liquorice,) and 

Ldhhyd, (lac,) or take honey, ghee, and 

sugar, mi?t and apply to the part. 

Sawesara is characterized by a painful swelling of the gums, 
which B.te itchy, and are accompanied with a copious discharge of 
saUva. This disease is caused by a derangement of phlegm, and 
blood. 

Treatment, After scarification apply a mixture made of the bark of 
Lodhra, (Symplocos racemosa,) 

Mitetd, (Cyperus rotundus,) and 
Rasanjana, (Sulphurate of antimony) with 
^oney. Other astringent barks may also be used in the form, of 

decoction. /. • i u a 

Mahdeaniira is produced by the derangement of air, bile, and 
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phlegm. In this variety the teeth become loose, with severe pain 
about the palate. Matter is formed in the gums, and the inside of 
the mouth is inflamed. This form is to be treated as the last. 

Par(darah is produced by derangement of bile, blood, and 
phlegm ; and is characterized by blood being discharged from the 
gums ; which are flabby, and separate from the teeth. This form is 
to be treated as Siidda. 

Jpakum is produced by derangement of bile and blood. In 
this disease, abscesses form in the gums with little pain ; the teeth 
become loose, and when the gums are touched, they bleed. There 
is fsttor of the mouth, and after the discharge of blood from the 
gums, they again swell. 

In the treatment use purgatives, emetics, and errhines. Scarify 
the part by rubbing the rough border of the fig, or other such leaves. 
Then mix the powder of long and black pepper, ginger, salt, and 
honey together, and apply it to the part. As a wash use the powder 
of long-pepper, mustard, dry ginger with tepid water. Prepared ghee 
with sweet and astringent medicines are to be used as a detergent. 

Bitidurba, This disease is caused by external injury, as by clean- 
ing the teeth with too hard a tooth-brush. In this disease the 
teeth become loose. 

Treatment, Any sloughing parts are tp be removed with the 
knife, and the use of the caustic prepared from potassa. After which 
the antiphlogistic form of treatment is to be used. 

Adidanta. When the air is deranged it produces irregularity 
in the growth of the teeth, with much pain ; such teeth should be 
( xtracted, apply the actual cautery, and then treat it as of a caries 
of the tooth. 

Adimdnsika is the swelling round the wisdom-teeth, producing 
much pain and swelling, with the discharge of saliva. It is produ- 
ced by diseased phlegm. 

Treatment, Scarify the swelled part, then apply powdered 
Bachay (Acorus calamus,) 

Tejohatiy (Pothos officinalis,) 

Pdthdy (a sort of plant,) and 
Satjekdy (impure soda and nitre.) 

Mix them with honey, and apply to the part. A powder of long- 
pepper mixed with hofiey may be used, and the wash of astringient 
and bitter decoctions is to be used frequently. 

Sneruta also states that there are five different fistulas connected 
with the gums. 

In the treatment scarify the fistnloiis openings, and then use 
aatfingent and bitter «^arg^. Aetud aqd potential cauteries are 
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«l 80 to be used. Should such fistule be neglected they will extend 
to the bone, and the teeth should be extracted, and the part treated 
as a fractured bone. 

If on removing the last molar tooth there occurs much hemorrlia. 
ge, pain, and paralysis of part of the face, they prove that the tooth 
should not be extracted. When this has been done, use a decoc- 
tion of 

Jdtl, (Grandiflonim,) 

Madana, (Mimosa catechu,) 

Swddukantaka, and 
Khadira^ (Catechu.) 

7. Diseases of the Teeth.* 

Tooth-ache (Ddlana), in which the tooth becomes very painful. 
This is caused by the derangement of air. When there is a small 
black decayed part of the tooth which is painful, and discharges 
matter with swelling, and much paia, it is called Krimidantaka, or 
worm-eaten tooth. The treatment df this disease should consist of 
stimulant applications, and oleaginous mixtures. If the tooth is 
loose it should be extracted. After the above medicine the actual 
cautery is to be applied to the diseased part. 

When the mouth is turned to a side, and the teeth broken, as in 
spasms, it is produced by phlegm, and is called Bangana, 

Sensible teeth, (Dantaharsa.) In this disease the person cannot 
bear cold, or hot applications ; cool air, and sour articles produce 
much pain. Diseased bile and air produce this form of disease. 
For the cure of this disease apply hot ghee, and a decoction of 


* It is curious to compare the opinions of the ancient European authors 
on the nature and diseases of the teeth. Homer calls them Barriers 
opposed by nature to slips of the tongue, and the abuse of speech.’* In 
the temple of Apollo a tooth-instrument made of lead was suspended to 
shew that only those teeth should be pulled out which could be removed 
by so weak an instrument. Aristotle asserts that men have more teeth 
than women, and that this is the case with several animals, as sheep, 
goats, and pigs ! Aretseus declares, God alone knows the cause of 
tooth-ache.” Pliny assures us that human teeth contain a pernicious 
villus, and that a bite from them will destroy weak animals. Sylvius 
having copied the anatomical errors of Galen, and the discoveries of 
Vesalitts, which exposed those errors ; objections having been made to 
them, he replied that ** Galen could not have been wrong, and that the 
human organization must have changed since his time.” Thomas 
Bartholm saw a man in whose jaw there grew an iron tooth ; and he 
enters into an argument to show bow such a thing may be. 

2 M 2 



308 


medicines which cure diseased air. The application of the usual 
famigations will be useful. The food should be animal broths, milk, 
ghee, and different preparations of rice, with oil to the head. When 
the teeth are dirty, and phlegm and air are diseased, dried up and 
deformed, like the scale of fishes, or a piece of broken pot, it is 
called DantasarkarL In this disease remove the tartar, and apply 
powdered stick-lac (laka), with honey. This tartar increases, and 
the teeth become loose, and eventually drop out. It is then called 
Kapdlikd, which is cured by following the same treatment a the 
other varieties. 

When bile and blood are deranged, the teeth become of a dark 
colour, as if burnt in the fire, and the disease is named Si&badantakan 

Air when deranged, may produce dislocation of the lower jaw, 
which is called Hanamaka, and the symptoms and treatment are 
the same as the form of the disease named Ardita, 

The following articles of food are to be avoided in diseases of the 
teeth ; acid fruits, cold water, hot, dry, and hard food, cleaning 
the teeth with a hard piece of wood, and not the soft recent branch 
of a tree as usually employed. 

8. JOkeaaes of the Tongue. 

When air is deranged in the tongue the person has no sense of 
feeling or taste in the organ, which is rough and divided into 
fissures. This form should be treated like the disease of the lip 
produced by diseased air. Bile. In this variety there is great heat, 
long and red papillae spread over its surface. The part is to be 
nibbed hard to discharge blood, and when the bad blood has been 
removed, sweet applications are to be used with collyria and washes 
for the mouth. When Phlegm is deranged the tongue becomes 
heavy, thick, and the papilla, over the surface of the tongue 
enlarge. 

The treatment should consist in rubbing the tongue with the 
rough leaves of certain trees, or by scarifications, and then applying 
to the part, the powder of long and black pepper with honey. 
Water, in which the powder of mustard seed and salt have been 
mixed, is to be used for cleaning the mouth. 

Aldea, This form of disease is produced by deranged phlegm 
and blood, and is characterized by swelling on the upper surface of 
the tongue, particularly near its root. In this disease the tongue 
cannot be moved, and sometimes abscesses form. 

Apaeibd *s produced by diseased phlegm and blood, under the 
toi^e. It is like a second tongue. In this disease there is a pnrfbse 
discharge of saliva, accompanied with itchiness and burning pain; 
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In this disease the tongue is to be rubbed with rough leaves to dis- 
charge the bad blood, and followed by the application <i£ caustics, 
long-pepper, &c, mixed wth honey. The powder of yellow mustard- 
seed and white salt are to be boiled in water, and used as a wash 
for the mouth, Errhines and fumigations, will also be of great use 
in this disease. 

9. Diseases of the Palate. 

1. When the phlegm and blood are deranged in the soft palate, 
it becomes large, like a full bladder, and is accompanied with thirst, 
cough and difficulty in breathing. This disease is called Kantasunda> 
(enlarged tonsils.) When they have become troublesome they are 
to be seized between the blades of a forceps and drawn forward ; 
and by means of a semi-circular knife the third of the swelled part 
is to be removed. If all be removed so much blood may be dis- 
charged as to destroy the individual. If too little is removed it 
will produce an increase in the swelling, with fainting ; a red secretion 
from its surface will be produced a^h sleepiness, an indistinctness 
of sight, swimming of the head, 8sc. After the operation, the part 
is to be rubbed with powdered black-pepper, 

Alihissdy 

Pdthd, (a sort of plant,) 

Dacha, (Acorns calamus,) 

Kushta, (Costus speciosus,) 

Lahana, (salt,) 

mixed with honey. The infusion of several astringent herbs may 
likewise be used as a gargle. 

In other cases the swelling is accompanied with much pain and 
heat ; suppuration being produced by phlegm, and blood. It is 
called Tundikari. 

2. When the part is much swelled, hard, and of a red colour, 
and is produced by diseased blood it is called Adussah, which is 
accompanied with fever and severe pain. When the swelling is of 
the shape of a turtle, is without pain, is produced slowly, being 
caused by diseased phlegm, it is called Kachhapa. 

t Sometimes the swelling is like a water-lily, and in the soft 
is called Daktabuda, and is produced by a disease of the 

When flesh is swelled in the palate, there is no pain ; when 
produced by phlegm, it is called Mdnsasangdhta. 

5. \When swelled like a plum, without pain, and remrins in one 
spo^ being produced by phlegm, and mixed with &t it is called 
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6. Tdjkpdka is produced dcnmged bile, and is cbaracteriied 
hj suppuration in the soft palate. 

7. Tdluahosh. In this disease the palate is very dry, and is 
accompanied with difficulty in breathing, and much pain. These 
six last diseases are to be treated by the use of the same medicines 
as the first. Fumigations are used for two days in the disease 
produced by deranged phlegm. The operations to be performed in 
the different forms of the swelling vary according to their natrre. 
Sometimes a part of the diseased part is excised ; others require 
to be opened, others scarified, &c. The diet in all these forms 
of disease should be milk, and a decoction of mudga or pulse. In 
all these forms of disease sigars are made of those aromatic sub- 
stances which are best suited to the nature of the disease, and 
smoked by the patient. 


Order III. 

Diseases of the Neck. 

These diseases consist of 1. Diseases of the throat ; 2. Hoarse- 
ness; 3. Goitre; 4. Scrofulous swellings; and 5. Tumors of the 
neck. 

1 . Throat. 

There are five forms of diseases of the throat. 

When air; bile and phlegm are deranged in the throat separately 
or combined, or when the blood is diseased they form the five 
varieties of this disease. These produce a swelling in the throat, 
which shuts up the wind-pipe, and produces sudden death. It is 
called Dakini. In such cases the treatment is to bleed the patient 
generally and locally ; give an emetic, apply fumigations, and use 
gai^es and errhines. 

When the air is deranged, in the severe forms all the symptoms 
of deranged air are produced. After the discharge of blood, apply 
rock salt over the wounds, and warm ghee ; fat, and marrow wanned 
are to be used as a gargle and retained in the mouth. This is to be 
repeated frequently. 

BUe, In this form pqiillse of flesh quickly enlarge, become hot, 
and ripen, with severe fever. After bleeding, sugar, red sandal-wood, 
and honey are to be applied to the part, with a decoction of grapes 
andPamsoAo. 

FUegm^ The passi^ of the throat is closed, and the sweBing 
remains long and at length suppurates. Fleiffiy elevations are 
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formed. After bleeding, soot, mixed with hot articles, as long and 
black pepper, &c. is to be applied to the part. Oil prepared with 
Siyatd, (Arabian jasmine,) 

Biranga, and 

Danti, (Croton polyandrum,) 

to be used as a gargle. 

When air, bile and phlegm are deranged at the same time, the 
swelling suppurates to a great depth in the tongue. It is incurable, 
and Ihe three forms of symptoms of diseased air, bile, and phlegm 
appear. The treatment is the same as for the separate form. 
When blood is deranged many small swellings form upon the tongue, 
and near its root, accompanied with i^mptoms of deranged bile. 
This form may be cured. The treatment is the same as the last 
form. 

When a swelling like a plum is situated in the throat, and pro- 
duces difficulty in breathing, and a hafrd and rough swelling, it is 
caused by phlegm, and is named BSmtasdluka, In this form 
scarifications are to be made on the swelling. The treatment should 
be the same as that of Tanjtukard, or disease of the palate. Adijiha 
is a swelling at the root of the tongue Hke a second tongue, (this is 
probably a swelling of the epiglottis,) and is produced by the phlegm 
and blood. When it suppurates it is incurable. The treatment is the 
same as that tiiAfodhika one of the diseases of the mouth. Various 
other swellings of the throat are also mentioned, such as Bal4»a, a 
swelling of the throat which prevents swallowing, and is produced 
by phlegm. It is incurable. Phelgm and air produce the swelling 
in the throat, which is accompanied with severe pain, and difficulty 
in breathing. This is also a very dangerous form of disease. 

Diseased phlegm and blood produce a swelling in the throat 
accompanied with itchiness, and a burning sensation. It is soft, 
heavy, and does not suppurate. It is called Ekabnnda. In this 
form scarifications are to be made, and astringent gargles are to be 
used. When it is accompanied with fever, it is called Bnnda. This 


is on incurable disease. , . , . 1 . j 

A thick sweUing of the throat, causing difficulty m breathmg, and 
surrounded by smaU papute like piles with much p«n, m produc- 
ed by air, bile and phlegm ; it is called Satagni, (or it is hke the 
instrument of this name which at once kills 100 persons:) it is 


incurauic. r l 

GOm. The swelling in this disease is like the stone of a plum, 
not painful, but hard ; and U produced by diseased phlegm, and 
blood. It is cured by bring removed by a knife. _ 

Stiningm (Croup ?) When phleghm stops the passage of air, tiiu 



priKluces Jrvness of the throat, hoarseness, clliHailly in breathing: 
und great uneasiness. It is incnrnhle.’*' 

Mumatiina, is a swelling in tlie throat which prodiicos sutfocn- 
tion. It is always dangerous. 

Biddri, The swelling is accompanied with great pain, redness, 
followed by sloughing. This is an incurable disease. 

GuUagna, is a large swelling in the throat extending over the 
throat with great pain, and high fever. The patient cannot swal- 
low food nor drink water. It is produced by phlegm and blood, 
and is considered incurable. In general the forms of disease pro- 
duced by bile should be treated by the antiphlogistic treatment, and 
those by phlegm by astringent and hot a])plications. Wlicn pro- 
duced by air the applications should be ofghcc, oil, and other modi 
cines for the cure of air. 

‘J. Hoarseness t (Swarahheda.J 

The causes of this disease are loud speaking, poison, long conti- 
nued reading, external injuries, exposure to cold, Xe. AVhen air, 
bile, and phlegm are deranged in the air-passages tliey produce 
the six varieties of hoarseness. One is produced by dcraiigemenis 
of the air, bile, or phlegm ; by the combination of the three ; by 
fatness ; and by weakness. 

1st. Air when deranged produces this disease, when the per- 
son's eyes, mouth, urine, and dejections become black, and his 
tone of sjieaking is slow, and like an ass braying* 

‘2nd. When bile is deranged, the eyes, mouth, urine, and dejec- 
tions are of a yellowish colour, and the patient speaking from the 
tiiroat, with a sense of burning pain in the part. 

.‘ird. Vhleym when deranged, the throat is filled with mucus, 
and the person speaks htlle and that slowly and with difficulty, par 
ticularly at night. 

When air, bile, and phlegm arc deranged, the combined symp- 
toms of the three varieties arc present ; and the ])alient speaks so 
indistinctly that he cannot be understood. This form is incurable. 

'I III. Wlu'u weakness or diminution of the e^ssential parts {dhdin) 
produce the disi'asc, the patient cannot speak, and when he tries, 
smokt* apjiears to proceed from the mouth, with pain, lie speak6 
very little, 'riiis form is also incurable. 

fdh. When it is produced by fatness the person speaking 
iiidistiuet, and he thinks iiis tliroat and palate are covered with some* 
thing. Such disease will not lie cured when the person is weak, old. 

• Crouj) is not unfrequent in Hindustan hut it is less dangerous, be- 
ing of a more chrome nature than in Europe. 



thin ; when it has been of long continuance, and is congenital. In 
fat people, and when jnoduced by tlio combinatiou of the three 
humors it is also incurable. 

In treating this disease tlie b..dy is lirst to 1).* anointed vdth oil, and 
the bowels cleared by emetics, pnrgntncs, and enemas. This is to 
be followed by the application of different kinds of errhinos, gargles, 
and fiimigations to the throat. AVhen tliese remedies have been used 
without the desired effect the medicines recommended for asthma 
and cough are to be tried. When air is deranged, the patient should 
take ghee after dinner. The ghee is to he mixed with a decoction of 
Kdsamarda, (Cassia or Senna csculenta,) 
Bdtakaf 
Mdrkaha, 

W hen bile is deranged, the ghee is to be prepared with the juice of 
Aritagahf, 

Jahakshar, (Saltpetre,) 

Asmadth 

Ar, 

C/irifsak, 

Amlaka, (Emblic myrobnlan.) 

For diet he should use milk, rice, and moiasscs, with ghee. 

When phlegm is deranged use rice, milk, and powdered liquo- 
rice-root with ghee ; and other expectorant and heating substances, 
with cow’s urine, are also to be used. 

The variety produced by fatness, is to be treated as in the form 
produced by diseased phlegm. 

3. Goitre t (Galaganda.) 

The swelling of the throat, whether it be small or largo, is called 
by this name. It is of an oblong form like the scrotum. It is 
produced when air and phlegm are diseased in the throat, and dis- 
eased fat slowly produces it. 

When air is diseased there is pain in the throat, and black veins 
spread over it. The swelling is of a green or red colour, dull and 
irregular. This form increases slowly and rarely suj)purates; but, 
when it does it is without any apparent cause. The person has a 
bad taste in his mouth, with dryness of the palate and tliroat. 

Phlegm^ In this variety the swelling is hard, fixed, cold, and the 
colour is not altered. It increases slowly, is heavy, itchy, and large, 
and sometimes suppurates. The taste of the mouth is sweetish, 
and the palate and throat is as if covered with some matter. 

When produced by diseased /«< it is slow in its increase, and 
tnppmates with little pain, and is of the shape of a pumpkin {Kadu), 

2 o 



314 


with a small root. The swellmg increases, and diminishes with 
changes in the size of the body. The face is shining as if anointed. 
The swelling is heavy, of a yellowish colour, and of a bad smdi. It 
is itchy and painful, accompanied with a peculiar change in the Toice. 
The unfavourable symptoms are difficulty in breathing, softness of 
the part, and after it has continued for one year, it is accompanied 
with dispepsia, and hoarseness. When the person is thin and weak 
he will die. 

Treatment, Foment the parts with steam, by means of a tube 
proceeding from a vessel, in which those vegetable remedies are 
boiling which cure diseased air. When air is deranged, the steam 
of warm milk is used ; and warm poultices prepared with flesh 
and oil are to be applied, and an opening made into it, and it is then 
to be treated like a common inflammation. The following external 
applications are also recommended. The seeds of 
Sana, 

Atas(, (Linum usitatissinum,) 

Mttlaha, (Raphanus sativus,) 

Sigru, the pulp of the 
Tilu, and 

Tila, Sesamun seed, are made into a poultice 
and applied to the swelling. A paste made with urine, and the 
juice of acid fruits, such as 

Aquiseka, 

Brikshaka, (Wrightea antidysenterica,) and 
Tilaka, are recommended. 

Oil prepared with 

Bala, (Sida cordifolia,) 

Shwetbald, (Vallisneria octandra,) and 

Pitahald ; or with 

Amartahald, 

Nimha, (Melia azadirachta,) 

Hansiahia, 

Trikaka, 

and long pepper ; is used internally. 

When produced by phlegm, fomentations are to be applied as 
above ; open the swelling, and oil prepared with different salts, and 
with the ashes of long pepper, and other heating medicines is to be 
exhibited internally. Use also externally, paste made of gunja with 
the water of the ashes oipaldea, and applied to the part hot. 

use barley, a decoction of mudga with cow*8 urines or with 
powdered long and black pepper, ginger, and honey. 

Whmi caused by fat apply a paste made of 
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Simd, 

Sudda, 

Mandura, 

Danti, (Croton polyandrum,) and 
Raadnjam, (Sulphurate of antimony.) 

The gum rosin of the adl tree, with cow’s urine may be used daily : 
or make an incision, remove the fat, and sow up the wound ; then 
apply ghee and honey to the part, or hot oil. The patient is to 
live on a preparation of barley, and apply a tight bandage to the 
part. The decoction of the three kinds of myrobalan is also recom- 
mended. 

4. Scrofulous swellings, (fiandamdld,) 

When many small tumors like plums appear in the axilla, neck, 
back, and groins, they are produced by diseased fat, and phlegm. 
They suppurate slowly, and continue to appear and suppurate for a 
long period, when it is called ApachL When not attended by any 
bad constitutional disease it is curable, but when accompanied with 
Coriza, with pain in the sides, cough, fever, and vomiting, it is 
incurable. 

Treatment. When indolent and recent, follow the same treatment 
as of local inflammation, support his strength; ghee, fat, and mar- 
row, are to be prepared with a decoction of 
Apehihati, and 
Dasamula, 

and applied to the part. Different fomentations, fumigations, and 
poultices are to be applied, and when they suppurate, opeu and dis- 
charge the matter ; wash the wound with a decoction of 
Bilwa, (iEgle marmelos,) 

Arka, (Calotropis gigantea,) and 
Arjuna, (Pentaptera arjuna.) 

A poultice made of Tila, and the leaves of the Castor-oil tree mixed 
vrith salt, and applied to the part. Then apply oil which has been 
prepared with a decoction of 

Rdsnd, (Mimosa octandra,) and 
Sarala, (Pinus longifolia.) 

When the disease is produced by bile, apply leeches, with milk 
and water, and other cold applications. Aperients are likewise to 
be given, and a paste made of 

Madhuha, (Bassia latifolia,) 

Jambi, or 
Juna, and 
Betasa, with 
‘Sugar. 

2 o 2 
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When it suppurates open, and wash with a decoction of astringent 
barks. Then apply a poultice, and ghee pre})ared with liquorice, 
and other sweet medicines ; as 

Kdkoti, (Coclus ludicus,) 

KshdrakdkoH, &c. 

When produced by phlegm use rubbing with the finger, or with 
iron, stone, or a piece of bamboo ; make also a paste of 
Bekantakdy 
Arikbuda^ 

Giwjay (x\brus precatorius,) 

Kakddmiy and 
Tapasahirka^ 

and apply to the part. If not situated in a vital part remove the 
tumor with the knife, and when the blood is stopped treat it as a 
simple wound. 

5. Tumors of the Xeck, (Manskimder,) 

Is a variety of the Gandamdld or scrofulous swellings. They are 
hard and large, and when they suppurate they should be opened. 
After wdiich the cavity is to be cleaned with astringent washes. 
Detergent medicines are also to be used, as honey, ghee, and caustic 
preparations. Then apply oil prepared with a decoction of 
Biranga, 

Fdthd, a plant called Jknadi, and 
Rasani, (or turnierick.) 

When the tumors are produced 'by fat a])j)ly a paste made of 
Sesamum seed. Then two folds of cloth are to be placed over the 
part, and a hot iron is to be applied frequently over the part. If the 
tumor is not removed in this way, the knife must be had recourse 
to. In this and in all scrofulous affections, emetics ai;d purgatives 
are to be occasionally exhibited. Errhines arc also of use. The 
actual cautery is to he applied across the arm immediately above 
the wrist leaving an interval of the breadth of a finger between each 
application. 


Class V. 

Diseases of the Chest. 

Order I. 

Asthma^ (Stffdsa.) 

This disease is produced by the same causes as produce hiccough. 
It is by the Prdn-bdyu changing its place, and being confined in its 
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passage by phlegm, which produces the difficulty in breathing. 
There are the following five varieties of asthma : — 

1. Swasa is a severe disease, and has only slight varieties. It 
is ushered in with pain in the chest and sides, loss of appetite, rest- 
lessness, tightness of the abdomen, a bud taste in the moutli, and a 
constipation of the bowels and bladder. 

1. •Mahd’^dsa, The air is confined in the uir passages by tlie 
phlegm, and thus produces Asthma. The patient respires with dif- 
ficulty, and with a noise like that of a wild bullock, lie becomes 
low-spirited, his eyes are always moving about ; his mouth open, 
with constipation of urine and fieces ; he speaks with difficulty, and 
his distress may be observed from a distance. 

2. XJrdha-swdsa, The patient in this disease respires with 
difficulty and with an effort; the air passages being closed by 
phlegm, and the air trying to escape gives mucb pain. Ilis eyes are 
directed upwards, he cannot sec, and different objects aj)pear before 
the eyes ; sometimes he faints, his mouth remains diy with restless- 
ness and severe pain over the body. The respiration becomes more 
difficult, and he dies. 

3. China-swdsa, This form occurs in fits at irregular intervals. 
In these cases he is sometimes still, and cannot breathe. The vital 
parts are much affected, and very painful. lie is constipated in his 
bowels, with much perspiration and drowsiness. lie couij)lains of 
much pain in the bladder, whicli is very hot, his eyes are always 
rolling about, and red ; great debility, low spirits, mouth dry, bad 
colour of the skin, and delirium. Such persons quickly die. 

4. Tamaka-swdsa, In this variety tlic air passes in, but is not 
discharged easily. The vessels of the neck and air passages are 
affected, with a collection of mucus in the air passages. Catarrh 
is produced, as indicated by yellow sputa from the mouth, and 
snoring, with great uneasiness and difficulty in breathing. When he 
coughs he often faints, but on mucus being discharged he feels 
easier. At times he cannot speak, does not sleep, and when he 
does he complains of much paiu in the sides and chest, lie is 
easiest in the sitting position, and likes hot things. Ilis eyes are 
turned upwards, he perspires much iu the forehead, his mouth is 
dry, and the body swings aljout as if he was riding upon an elephant. 
From time to time his breathing is dir.icult. This disease is in- 
creased in cloudy, rainy, and cold weather ; cs[)ccially during the 
prevalence of easterly winds. Whatever increases jdilegm, is liable 
to increase the disease. This form of disease may be cured if recent, 
but iu the old, or when it has continued for some time, it is not 
enrabk. When this form is combined with fever, and dozing, it 
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forms Pratamaka. When produced or increased by Udabarta, 
(constipation^) Ajima, (dyspepsia,) Rajah, (or dust) and darkness. 
In this form cold things give relief, and the person sees imperfectly 
like one in darkness. This is called Sangtamaka. 

5. Khudra^daa, It is produced by dry food and exercise. 
In this form there is less difficulty in breathing, and there is no pain 
or uneasiness. It does not prevent diglutition, nor the action of 
the senses, and only produces difficulty in breathing on running, &c. 
No other disease is produced by this one, and it is curable unless 
when combined with some other disease. 

Treatment, In Asthma mild purgatives and emetics are to be 
given. Old ghee prepared with myrobalan, black salt, and asafce- 
tida, with powder of long pepper. Ghee prepared with the five 
salts, as rock, black, common salt, 

Sabaritulla, and 
Sambari. 

In other cases the ghee is to be prepared with the decoction of 
Bdsaka, (Justicia ganderussa,) 
or ghee prepared with Turmerick, Liquorice, 

Madurikd, (Anithum sowa,) 

Bydghri, (Solanum jacquini,) 

ShunWi (Dry giitger,) 

Rasdnjana, (Sulphurate of antimony,) 

Banlochana, and 

Mustaka, (Cyperus rotundus.) 

Acid fruits are recommended, with broths made of the flesh of birds 
which pick their food, as fowls, pigeons, &c. The heads of deer 
prepared with peas, and mixed with ghee are also used. 

The following electuary is recommended. Take of the powder 
of the bark of 

Bydghri, (Solanum jacquini,) 

Sringabira, (Ginger,) 

Sarkara, (Sugar,) 

The ashes of the quills of the porcupine, and the seeds of Trikan^ 
taka* These are to be mixed with the juice of the litter of the 
cow, honey, and the powder of long pepper, and administered in 
the usual manner. 


Order II. 

Cough, (Kdaa*) 

This disease is produced, by smoke or dust entering the month 
and nostrils, by fighting, by great fatigue, by dry food, by articles of 
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(bod entering the air passages, by sneezing, or by resisting the calb 
of nature. These causes derange the vital air (Prdn-bd^) in 
the chest, and the Uddn-bdyu which is situated in the trachea, by 
which the air which passes through the air passages to the mouth, 
produces a peculiar noise, like a broken metallic vessel. 

The disease may likewise be produced by air, bile, and phlegm, by 
ruptures of the respiratory organs, or by the loss of particular hu- 
mors. All these varieties of cough, pass to consumption if neglected. 
The disease commences with a feeling in the mouth and throat as if 
it was covered with some irritating substance. It feels itchy, or 
there is a stinging which prevents the passage of the food into the 
stomach. 

The symptoms of cough are produced by deranged air, the 
change of voice, the dry and frequent cough, distresses the patient, 
with pain in the temples, head, stomadi, and chest. The face be- 
comes sallow, and the person becomes weak. 

When bile is deranged the mouth is dry and bitter, and the 
breath is hot with fever ; the person complains of thirst, and severe 
pain over the body ; the expectoration is sour, and of a yellowish 
colour, and the skin becomes yellow and hot. 

When phlegm is deranged, the mouth is full of mucus with head- 
ache, loss of appetite, languor, frequent cough, with thick mucous 
expectoration. The person cannot labour, has frequent fits of 
coughing, the body is heavy and weak, he has no appetite, the 
frequency of coughing increases, and much phlegm is expectorated. 

Katazod Kdsa is caused by excessive veiiery, fatigue, carrying 
heavy weights, going great distances when unaccustomed, and 
violent exercise upon horseback or elephants. By these causes the 
air passages are injured or ulcerated, when the patient is first affected 
with dry cough followed by spitting of blood, much pain in the 
throat and chest, which is increased by pressure. The joints and 
other parts of the body are painful, as if pins were penetrating it ; 
pain in the muscles, fever, difficulty of breathing, thirst, hoarseness, 
and change in the voice, so that it resembles that of wild pigeon. 

Khgd Kdsa (Pneumonia ?) This form of the disease is produced 
by taking improper food, at improper, or unusual times ; exces- 
sive venery, and neglect of the calls of nature. In other cases the 
disease is produced by grief, by food which has a bad taste, or 
produces disgust by which the internal heat is diminished and de- 
ranged, with the air, bile, and phlegm. This disease is characterized 
by person being affected with severe pain and emaciation of the 
body, few, and a burning sensation of the body. His intellect 
becomes affiseted, and the person loses bis strength. The cough is at 
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first dry, is accompanied with vomiting, and is followed by purulent 
and bloody expectoration. When these symptoms are present they 
are rarely cured ; and in weak persons the disease is generally fatal, 
unless when recent. In old age the cough {Java K(Ua) will remain, 
and not be removed. 

When Katazoa and Khjd Kdsa are recent, with the assistance of a 
good physician, and proper remedies, a cure may be obtained. 
When air, bile and phlegm produce these diseases separately, it 
mKy be cured. 

The Treatment of KJiyd Kdsa is the same as that of Jakhdh* 
The treatment of Katazoa Kdsa is as follows : — When the cough is 
produced by deranged air it is first to be treated by oleaginous 
medicines, such as prepared ghee, glysters, different animal broths, 
milk, and fruit. The patient may also take the decoction of — 
ShdlparnU (Hedysarum gangcticum,) 
Prishniparnt, 

Brihatu (Solanum melongena,) and 
KantikdrU (Flacourtia sapida,) 
with the powder of long pepper. 

Another electuary is prepared of powder of 
Shunthi, (Dry ginger,) 

Skrinyt, 

Kandt 

Long pepper, 

Barghd, 

Jagry, with Tila oil. 

When produced by bile give a purgative with sweet substances, 
as — 

Tiori 

Tribriti (Convolvulus Turpethum,) and 
Sugar. 

He should likewise take a decoction of — 

Sarddi, 

Panckamula, 

with long pepper and raisins. His food should be the broth of 
wild animals, good rice, and bitter vegetables. His driuk should 
be prepared with 

Bala, (Sida cordifolia,) 

Brihati, (Solanum melongena,) 

Bdmka, (Justicia ganderussa,) and 
Drdkshd, (Grapes.) 

These are to be mixed with two seers of water, which are to 
be reduced by boiling to one : take this frequently. Milk with 
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sugar is also recommended. ^VJlell the disease is severe, and is 
produced by iMegm give first an emetic, with fried barley, and hot 
spices; such as long-pepper, saltpetre, and light and dry food, 
with stimulating medicines. For this purpose take a decoction of 
horscraddish, 

Patkaloy 

Ptiskkam, (Cost us speciosus,) 

Bhdrgi, 

Pipufi, (long-pcppcv,) and 

Snnthi, (dry ginger,) or the juice of frcsli 
ginger with honey. Form these into a decoction, in the usual man- 
ner, and use it occasionally. 

3. Phthisis PiilmonaHSf {Consumption.) 

RtiJ Jahshydy (the prince of disease ;) Skosha, Kshyd, JTAtiui, 
(emaciation ;) Kshata^ (rupture or ulcer of the respiratory organs.) 

The mythological origin of this disease is that the moon married 
seven sisters, but attaching himself to one, the others complained 
to their father, who punished the moon, by declaring that he should 
be afAicted with consumption. This origin ; and the precepts in the 
treatment, proclaim its frequent, and fatal nature. It is charac- 
terized by coughing accompanied with bloody expectoration. 

It is produced by grief; by the evacuations being retained, 
when nature endeavours to expell them ; by great loss of the 
humors of the body ; by performing unusual and unnatural actions, 
as ineffectually endeavouring to raise heavy weights ; and by run- 
ning, swimming, or other violent exercise. Consumption, by eating 
bad food, or at unusual times, and in unusual fpiantities, by fastiiH^ 
by boils and sores in tlie chest, and by old age. Is also supposed to be 
produced by diminishing the mental and bodily strength, by blunting 
tlie senses, by producing difficulty in breathing, by altering the voice, 
by producing vomitiug with expectoration, by a discharge from the 
eyes, nose, and mouth. In such cases the body dries, aud the eur- 
face appears dirty. 

When the air, phlegm, ami bile, arc deranged in the above 
disease ; the chyle vessels are stopped by the humors, but particularly 
phlegm, and tiie other parts of tlie body arc not nourished. AnoUier 
form is produced by excessive vcneiy, from the great discharge of 
semen, by which all the other elements are deranged. The disease 
commences by the person becoming emaciated and debilitated ; diffi- 
cult breathing and pain over the body comes on, with cough, and a 
dtscharge of mucus, from the mouth and nose. The palate is drj^ 
vomiting, and loss of appetite takes place, from the internal heat 
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Ueing diminished. There is also derangement of the mind, jaundice, 
eovgh with expectoration, and the loss of tast^ and smell. The pati- 
ent sleeps continually, and tlie eyes become of a pearl white colour. 
The person is fond of animal food, and is desirous of intercourse 
with women. The following symptoms indicate the presence of 
this disease ; when the patient’s voice changes, he secs in his dream 
crows, parrots, porcupines, peacocks, vultures, monkeys, and lizards ; 
and he supposes he is mounted upon these animals, lie sees also 
dry beds of rivers, dry trees, as if destroyed by storms, and by fire. 

The characteristic symptoms are pain in the shoulders, and sides 
of the chest. A burning feverish feel of the palms of the hands 
and soles of the feet is felt, which extends over the body. 

Consumption is sometimes produced by derangements of one of 
the three humors. The symptoms produced by derangement of the 
air are hoarseness ; pain, particularly in the shoulders and sides of the 
chest, and a bent form of the body. The symptoms of bile are fever, 
the body burning, diarrhoea, and hemoptisis. The symptoms of 
phlegm are a fulness and heaviness of the head, no appetite, cough, 
and the windpipe is painful as if bruised, with a change in the voice. 
When all the above symptoms are present at the same time, and in 
the same person ; or when there is cough, diarrhoea, pain of the 
chest and sides, hoarseness, loss of appetite and fever, or when 
cough, asthma, and the discharge of blood is present, with emaciation, 
the person will *die. When these bad symptoms are absent the 
physician may attend the person, but when the person has a strong 
appetite, the food does not produce strength, flesh, or diarrhoea ; or 
when the testicles or stomach swell, the person will not recover. 
When the person is strong, the disease recent, and he has slight 
fever ; when he can work, has a good appetite, is equal to the treat- 
ment, and follows the judicious instructions of the physician, such a 
person may recover. 

When the eye is white, when there is no appetite, with great 
derangement of breathing ; when there is a great secretion of urine, 
with pain, the person will not recover. The other form of consump- 
tion is produced by excessive venery, grief, old age, great fatigue, by 
taking long joumies on foot, by the debility produced by old ulcers, 
and by the rupture of the organs of respiration, by which the body 
will become thin, and the disease declare itself. By excessive venery 
the body becomes emaciated, debilitated, with the other symptoms 
of diminished semen, such as pain in the scrotum and penis, impo- 
tent, or a slight discharge of semen, mixed with blood, when the 
body becomes yellow, and the other humon anre diminished. 

When consumption is produced by pn^the person remains com- 
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plaming, with the other symptoms of the last form; but without the 
evacuation and the symptoms of deranged semen. Wien the 
is produced by old age the body becomes very thin, the person 
not labour, his organs of sense and strength are diminished, his 
body shakes^ he has no appetite, and his voice is like a broken pewter- 
plate when struck. There is always a flow of saliva from the 
mouthy weakness, and heaviness ; and his eyes, nose, and mouth dis- 
charge mupus. The dejections, and surface of the body are in these 
patients dry and rough. When the body is thin from great fatigue, 
or walking ; the person cannot get up, his body changes in colour, 
is painful and some parts lose their sensibility. The palate, throat, 
and mouth are dry. When produced by other kinds of violent 
exercise or by a rupture of the lungs, the symptoms are the same as 
above. 

When old ulcers debilitate the body, by the great loss of blood, 
when there is much pain, and there is little nourishment in the 
food which is taken, the disease is incurable. When consump- 
tion is produced by a rupture of the respiratory organs, as by t^ 
frequent use of the bow and arrow, carrying great weights, when 
a weak person fights with a strong man, when jumping from a great 
height, or when a person attempts to run after and seize an ox, a 
horse, or a dacoit, or pull at a bow, or throw pieces of wood or stone, 
the disease is dangerous. In like manner, loud reading, walking 
quickly and to a great distance, or swimming much; much horse ex- 
ercise, or running up a height or to a great distance, dancing quick- 
ly, or other bad customs, eating very dry articles, or very little food, 
or only one kind of food, will produce the disease. When this disease 
is present there is great pain in the breast as if it was wounded, pain 
in the sides, and the body dries up, and shakes. By degrees the spirit 
and strength fail, and the colour of the skin is diminished or unnatu- 
ral, there is no appetite, with fever, pain, dejection of mind, diarrhoea 
and loss of appetite. The sputa is of a light blue or yellow colour, 
with a bad smell, and like the knot of a piece of rope, being unequal. 
At other times the sputa is mixed with blood. These symptoms in- 
crease daily, with pain in the chest, more blood is vomited, and the 
cough becomes more severe. When the body is much emaciated 
from the drying up of the juices, indicated by the parched dry 
mouth, &c., the urine has the colour of blood, and the sides, back 
and thighs are painful. Consumption often occurs in the progress 
of other diseases, and is always accompanied with danger, bdiig 
enmd with much difficulty. When the internal heat is natural, and 
the qrmptoms not severe, and remain but a few days, the person 
will be cured. If it continues one year the cure will not be accom- 
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pliahed, njitl \Wirn liu vt rc Nyin|itoiiia above enumerated arc 
prescut the person will die, 

Tieatment, When the appetite is good, and the person is not 
very thin, and is earcfnl, tlic physician may treat him. Ghee is to 
he taken internally, which had been prepared with .V/ />(/>?, and other 
sweet, and nourishing nieiUcincs. TJiis is to he followed by the use 
of mild purgatives, and i inetics. Enemas arc also to be ghen, and 
i-irhinfS to clean rlie head. Ihc diet should consist of prepared 
haile\, flour, rleo, with animal broths ; wJicn his a])petitc is good, 
give nouvibhing food, particularly the flesh of crows, owls, bnduiiaiiy 
kites, rats, moiigooses, wild -cats, earth-worms, and all animals that 
burrow under the earth. These are to be boiled with oil, salt, 
and pens. The bodies of the animals are to he cut and bruised, 
and juice extracted. AVinc made of grapes is to be given, with flesh 
of asses, mules, horses, camels, elc])hants, prepared in the usual 
way. The ghee of goats and sheep, with preparatio’us of barley, arc 
very proper. A mixture of ghee, honey, long-pepper, black pep- 
per, with chtihho (n pungent bulbous root), and liiranf/a (a vermi- 
fuge kind of seed), i.iixcd with honey is also of use. The Tuhmhin 
(or salt of hofvh}. or carbonate of allumina) is mixed with liouey and 
Til oil. Another mixture is made by the powder of 
Amganduy (Physalis licxuosa,) 

Tiloy (Ses.amum orientale,) and 
(Phaseolus radiatus,) 

with glice of goats and honey. Garlick, pepper, Ace., arc given in 
gradually increased doses, and continued as alternative medicines. 
There are various mixtures recommended to nourish and give tone 
to the body, none of which it is necessary to enumerate. 

It is recommended to cat the flesh, dejections, and blood, and 
live in the same house and in the same room with goats. The pati- 
ent should carefully abstain from vencry, avoid grief, anger, fatigue, 
and the other causes which produce the disease. He should also 
court the society of hriihmans, physicians, gurus, and study the 
sacred writings. This is recommended in consequence of the danger 
of the disease. 


4. Hicevp, {Ilikkai) 

Tliis disease is produced by nearly the same causes as Swusa 
(asthma), and Kusa (cough). Such as heavy and indigcstablc 
food, or roasted, hot, and diy food ; or much food, or an improper 
mixture of food, or articles that increase cough, &c., so as to pro- 
duce constipation. In other cases very dry things, cold things, or 
Bituations, exposure to dust, smoke entering the mouth or nostrils ; 



or much heat, as exposure to the smi, and hot air. \’iolnit rxoreiso, 
as shooting arrows, carrying heavy loads, walking great (H^tallcTs! 
not attending to the calls of nature, or long fasting produce this dis* 
case. It is called hlhJia, because the air romci. to the mouth iVc' 
ijuently, with a peculiar noise, and the spha'u, li\er, ami intestine- 
seem to be coming up to the mouth. Tliis diseav.- (iniek!’. dehili 
tates, and destroys tlic pruna (life). 

The precursory symptoms arc a heaviiie-'s of tlie tiiroat ami 
chest, aa astringent taste in the mouth, and a rimdiling noise in 
the belly. There arc five kinds of hiccup, in all of uldeh air and 
plilcgm are deranged. 

1 . XJnnvyd. This form is produced *by taking too much food and 
drink, which deranges the air, and produces the dmea-c. 

2. Jinnuld, In this form the passage of air |)roeeeds, after a 
considerable time, with eructations of air, and the head and neck 
shake at tlic moment ; hence the name. 

3. Khudrd (liiceup) takes place slowl\, i.s not strong, and 
))rocecds from the scrobiculus cordis. 

4. Gamhini, In this form the hiccup commences iVom the 
navel, is strong, and very noisy, and is always accompanied with 
other severe or fatal symjitoms. 

5. ISIahttti, riicrc is frcrpicnt hiccup, which produces pain in 
the vital parts, and sliakcs the whole botly. The unliivo arable 
symptoms are when hiccup is accompanied with fixed eyes, as if 
drawn up by some one ; when there is great weakness, and the 
patient’s arms and legs are thrown out, with frefjuent sneezing. 
When the person is very weak, and old, or becomes weak after ex- 
cessive venery, with no appetite, and a cough, it will soon prove fatal. 
When combined with other diseases, as delirium, fainting, great 
thirst, &c., it will be fatal. When the person is strong, has a good 
constitution, hiccup may be cured. Thus when the patient is not 
thin, when his memory is good, his tissues and senses are healthy, 
the person will recover. In the treatments prayers arc first to 
be offered up to all the gods, on which occasion one nostril is shut up 
by the finger, and by the other nostril the air is taken into the 
lungs* Fear of all kinds cures it ; and when a child is attacked if he 
l>e accused of having stolen something, or if hr is threatened to be 
beaten, the sudden charge will cure the disease. Needles suddeuly 
thurst into the skin, to produce a sudden surprise, will also cure it. 
Liquorice-root, mixed with honey, and taken in the nostrils as an 
errhine, or powdered long-pepper, with sugar and warm ghee, milk, 
and the juice of the sugar-cane will be of much use in c:uring the 
disease. If the person is not very weak give him a purgative and 
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emetic ; and use fumigations with grami raisin^ and other fragrant 
medicines. The ashes of the bones of animals^ with honey, are 
also used for the same purpose ; or the ashes of the feathers of 
peacocks, with honey and ghee. Impure soda with lemon juice also 
cures hiccup, and hot barley water with ghee gives relief A de- 
coction of myrobalan is of much use, as also long-pepper, sugar, 
Emblica myrobalan, and ginger with honey. The fried flesh of wild 
pigeons, and of different birds, porcupines, deer, granhas, formed into 
broths with acid fruits and ghee should be used. Purgatives, with 
salt or sugar, and clysters are also in some cases used with advantage. 

5. Dueiiaea of the Heart. 

Painful aflections of the heart Ridraga (Angina pectoris ?) are 
produced by want of attention to the calls of nature, the use of hot 
and dry food ; the improper mixture of food ; an intemperance in 
eating, or unusual food ; which causes indigestion, and deranges the 
humors. The impure chyle is received into the heart, and pro- 
duces this painful disease ; of which there are five varieties. When 
produced by deranged air the patient feels various acute kinds of 
pains, sometimes it is lancinating, at other times as if the heart was 
cut or torn. When produced by deranged bile there is much pain 
in the heart, with thirst, heart-burning and dryness. This is suc- 
ceeded by fainting, much sweating, dryness of the mouth, and 
smoke appears to come out of the mouth. When produced by 
phlegm the patient feels a heaviness of the heart, a discharge of 
mucus from the mouth and nose, loss of appetite, and a sweet taste 
in the mouth. 

When produced bjr toorma there is a lancinating, or piercing pain 
in the region of the heart ; nausea, vomiting, belching and loss of 
appetite. The ^es become dark greenish, with emaciation of the 
body. All these diseases of the heart terminate in emaciation, 
languor, loss of appetite and strength, with giddiness. 

Treatment. When produced by derangements of the air, the 
patient should first have his body anointed with oil, and he should 
take an olea^bsous purgative followed by an emetic. He should next 
take the Mowing mixture: Powdered long-pepper, cardamums, 
Bacha^ asafoetida, saltpetre, rock-salt, dry ginger, and Jawdn{, with 
the juice of acid fruits and wh^-wine or vinegar. He should eat 
good rice, with the broth of wild animals properly prepared, and 
occasionally use oleaginous glysters. 

When Me is deranged the patient should be treated as in 
bilious fever, and all the decoctions and mixtures recommended 
in this disease are to be used. When produced faj deranged 
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take an emetic with a decoction of nimh leaves and hnehui 
with the mixtuTe recommended above for derangements of the inr* 
He should also take a purgative of Tribrit with ghee. 

When produced by wormSf the patient should eat meats prepared 
with ghee and rice, for three days ; and then he should take purga- 
tives of salt, and a decoction of aromatic plants. He should after- 
wards take wine with powdered Biranga. By this means the worms 
will come out of the heart. He should next eat Biranga powder 
(the best anthelmintic medicine), with barley for food. 


Class VI. 

Diseases of the Abdomen. 

1. Dyspepsia^ (Agni Mdndya.) 

This disease is supposed to be produced by derangements of the 
internal fire. It has four varieties* 

1st. When there is too little file, it is called Manda Agni: 
when food is not digested, or only imperfectly. In tliis form, the 
diseases of phlegm are often prespt. 

2nd. When the fire is too strong, as when bile is deranged, it 
is called Tikhna Agni. In tliis case, little or even large quantities 
of food are digested ; and the diseases of bile are liable to occur. 

3rd. When the air is deranged the food is sometimes digested 
and sometimes not ; from fire being sometimes in the natural state, 
and at other times it i$ deranged. In this case the disease is called 
Bishama Agni, when other diseases of air are present. 

4th. Bhasma Agni, {Bulimia,) when pungent, sour and dry food 
arc taken for some time ; phlegm is diminished, and air is much 
increased ; the internal fire, with the deranged air, absorbs the 
liquid part of the body, and the food when taken is soon digested, 
or reduced to ashes, and the person is not satisfied. This disease 
is accompanied with great thirst, dry cough, fainting, giddiness, 
burning of the body and emaciation, with severe constipation, and 
much perspiration. 

When there is no increase or diminution of the air, bile, 
and phlegm, in the same person ; the fire remains in the natural 
state, and is called Sama Agni. This is not a disease, but is the 
most favourable state of digestion, and is the condition in which 
food is properly digested ; when not taken in too small, or too 
laige quantities. The divisions of the digestive organs into the 
parts in which the food*ait wociTcd, Amasia, (stomach;) Agmaria, 



(tlir iluo'lrimni ;) nml in uiiicli tlie digested food is remored 
Ptfkffsia, (tile small intestines,) is probably from the known strne- 
(iiri* of tlie intestines of the inferior animals. 

Tliis tlihcase is produced by driukinj^ much water, and eating 
ill mmsual hours, when very little food is taken, and the calls 
of nature are resisted ; uUeii the person is sleepy or is in a 
passion, or is afraid, grioed, or fatigued at the time of eating; 
and wlicn he dislikes the food during the time of eating. It is also 
produced, when the person sleeps during the day, instead of at night, 
or is irregular in the time of sleeping, and wlien at the usual time of 
dinner, little is eaten, lly such causes the food is not digested in 
the proper maimer. When phlegm is tleranged the food tastes 
<\voet, and is indigested ; when bile, the taste is sour, and the food 
in ilie stomach produces eructations ; and air when deranged causes 
the partially digested food to be dried up, with pain iu the stomach. 

‘J. Jji'nia, {Inditjesiion*) 

Tliis disease is divided into three varieties, A'ma AJinia^ Bistabdha 
Ajiniat and Bklaydha Jjinia. When digestion is good, the food 
is properly prepared for the use of the body, the eructations arc free 
and witliout taste, and tlie dejections arc natural ; the body is light 
and elastic, and the person is inclined to exertion, he has a good ap- 
petite and the food is tasty, and is accompanied with thirst. 

AVheii digestion is imperfect the person’s temper becomes bad, 
ho is subject to anger, is fearful, and becomes covetous. The food 
of persons with a bad and hasty temper is not properly digested. 
Mlien indigestion occurs, there is a disinclination to exertion, with 
giddiness ; the body is heavy, the colour of the skin had, and there 
is no passage of air ; such a person does not like his food, his under- 
standing is impaired, and his bowels arc either constipated or there 
are copious dejections. 

The unfavourable symptoms of this disease are fainting, delirium, 
vomiting, a copious discharge of saliva from the mouth, with languor, 
and giddiness. 

A'wa Ajinia, In this disease tlui body feels heavy, with a flow 
of saliva and phlegm from the nose. The eyelids swell, and there 
are eructations of the substances eateu, some time before. 

Ill BUtahdha AJlnia, the air is deranged, and produces severe pain 
ill the stomach, with flatulency. The stomach swells, there arc no 
dojcctious, no air escajws, and the person remains stupid, with his 
understanding impaired, and pain over tlie body. 

In Bidof/d/ta A/miffi the bile is deranged, tlie person lins sour 
eructations, complains of thirst, is giddy aud often dozes, lie com- 



paiii in the abdomen, has a Tree |iers[iiratioii over the body, which 
feels hot. 

When there is want of digestion, although the individual thinks 
the appetite good and cats, still it does not nourish tlie body, hut 
acts as a poison in destroying the person. When the food is not 
taken in the usual quantities, digestion is not performed, and is 
often followed by disease. When a person eats like an animal, 
without consideration, he will be atfccted with indigestion, which 
IS the cause of other diseases, as cholera, drum-belly, and con- 
stipation. 

Treatments As indigestion, dispepsia, and costivcncss, arc consi- 
dered as only varieties of the same disease, the same plan of cure 
is to be followed in these cases. 

In dispepsia, myrobalan, dry ginger, and sugar arc to he taken 
internally; rock-salt and iiiyrobahui ; dry ginger with sugar; the 
powder of long-pcppcr and myrobalan, or the juice of the pome- 
granate. In the morning, to clear the bowels tlie patient should 
take the following mixture : mix equal parts of 
Dry ginger, 

Black and long pepper, 

The seeds of Danti, (Croton j>ol 3 Mndrum.) the 
Boot of Tribrit, (Convolvulus turpethuiu,) and thr 
Root of C/iitra, (Plumbago root, rhia,) 
and take with a little sugar. This powder produces appetite 
and cures costiveness, pain (seil), enlargement of the sjdeeii and 
Jaundice. 

In indigestion the following mixture is recotnmcmli‘d : Take of 
Asafoetida, black pepper, long-pepper, and dry ginger, equal parts ; 
make this into a paste with water, and nil) it o\cr the abdomen 
(Charaka). The decoction of coriander seed and ginger is recom- 
mended, as also a mixture of powdered inymhalaii, long-pej)per, 
and rock-salt in whey. 

In the variety of this disease which is named Ama-jirna emetics 
arc given, such as a decoction ot Bacha, Orris root (Acorns 
calamus), rock-salt, each half a to/d in hot water. This will he 
repeated four or five times until the person vomits : or he may take 
as a diuretic the infusion ot coriaiuler seeds with a little ginger. 

Itidaydha-jirna. Fasting is also recommended, and cold water to 
drink iJ8mhridd), 

In JHstabdha-jirna warm applications are to l)e made ex- 
♦crnally to the abdomen. In other cases of despepsin take of 
Black pepper. 

Long-pepper, 
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Ornger, 

Ajamodd^ ('Ligusticum ajwaen,) 

Rock-salt, 

Jirait, (Cumin seed,) 

Krishna-jiraka, (Nigella Indica or Sativa,) and 

HingUy (Asafoetida,) 

of each equal parts. Mix and reduce them to powder ; dose two scru- 
ples. Small quantities of wine and honey mixed with water may 
•also be administered. ^ 

In despepsia, should the patient l^ve sour eructations, with heart- 
burn, dried grapes (kismis) with myrobalan and honey, are to be 
given in the form of an electuary. 

In Bhaamdgni (Bulimia) the treatment should consist in taking 
purgatives frequently followed by heavy, indigestable, and oily food ; 
unleavened cakes of rice, ghee, and sugar ; the flesh of amphibious 
animals, as the buffalo, tortoise, &c. Fish is also recommended, 
mutton prepared with cocoanuts, &c., barley with wax-flower and 
water, ghee and sugar ; oily fruits, as walnuts, almonds, &c., so as 
to weaken the digestive powers which will cure the disease. 

3. Alaadkat (drum-belly.) The abdomen in this disease be- 
oovnes enlarged and tight, with a rumbling noise, and the air passes 
upwards, followed by a constipation of faeces and air ; with great 
tl^t, eructations, and pain in the stomach. 

4. Bilambika, or constipation, is somewhat different from 
drum-belly, as there is no swelling nor tightness of the abdomen ; 
nor is the indigested food either rejected by vomiting nor by stool ; 
but is retained in the abdomen causing much pain there, and 
likewise producing various diseases in different parts of the body. 
Constipation is always difficult to cure. 

5. BMchika, (Cholera.) The person first feels pain, as from in- 
digestion, in the abdomen, followed by frequent stools and vomiting, 
great thirst, and pain in the abdomen, fainting, giddiness, yawning, 
and cramps in the legs. The colour of the body is altered, accom- 
panied with shivering, pain in the chest, and head-ache. The 
unfavourable symptoms of cholera are, the lips, teeth and nails 
become blackish, the person insensible^ with frequent vomiting. 
The eyes become sunken, voice feeble, and the joints loose, wi^ 
great debility. Such a person may be taken out to be burnt, 
as he will not recover. The most fatal symptoms of cholera 
are, want of sleep, restlessness, shivering, no secretion of urine, and 
insensibility. 

This is certainly the same cl^olera which is still so common, and 
fatal in this country ; but as a sporadic disease. It did not then 
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appear to have taken on that wide spreading epidemic form, which 
it has done so frequently since the year 1817. 

The treatment of drum-belly, constipation and cholera are nearly 
the same. In all it is to be commenced by exhibiting a strong 
emetic. In cholera it is recommended to apply the actual cautery 
to the inner side of each ankle joint ; and hot external applications 
to the body. In all these cases fasting is enjoined, and after the eme- 
tics, medicines for correcting and soothing the pain in the stomach 
are to be used, followed by purgatives. When the faintness and 
purging has ceased, light easily digested food is to be given when 
hungry ; such as conjee mixed with stomachics, &c. clysters, with 
purgatives, such as a decoction of ZowHqH (Convolvulus turpethum), 
castor oil, &c. 

For internal exhibition, Sushnta recommends the following: 
Take of 

Myrobalan, 

Bacha, (Orris root,) 

Jlinyu, (Asafeutida,) 

Indrajab, (Wrightea antiilysmtcrica seed,) 

Gringha^ (small variety of garlic of a red colour,) 
Sahardala, (rock-salt,) and 
AtibUha, (Atis or Bitula.) 

The powder of these is to be mixed with warm water for use. 
Mustard seed with sugar is likewise recommended, also Bnrhok or 
BUlahan, or black salt. 

Saindhabay (rock-salt,) 

Hinyu, (Asafoetida,) with acid fruits. 

These are to be mixed in water and taken two or three times a 

day. . . , 

The treatment of cholera must vary, and hence it is that so many 

different plans of treatment are recommended according to the 
prominent symptoms that are present. 

Vomiting is to be produced by a decoction of Bacha and salt. 
When there is much vomiting it is to be stopped by the following 
preparation : Take thirty-two rath of each of the following me- 
dicines : — 

Caranjoi (Galedupa arborea, Roxb.) 

Nimla, (Melia azndirachta,) 

Glueht, (Minespermum glabrum,) 

Atjuna, (Pentaptera Arjuna,) 

Bttcha, (Orris root,) 

Hf iT them with one pint of water ; boil to a quarter. This will 
2 tt 2 
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eiteck the vomiting For cramps, take mustard oil, rock salt, and 
Kuita, ((yostus speciosus.) Mix when warm, and rub it into the 
parts effected. 


6. Chardi, or Fomting 

Deranged air, bile, and phlegm, produce this disease ; as also 
when the three humors arc deranged, or when the person takes to(» 
much fluid, or bad articles of food. AVhen disgusting objects are 
seen, smelt, or eaten, it may produce this disease. In other persons 
it is produced by eating food too fast, or at unusual times, and by 
great fatigue, grief, indigestion, and worms. The state of pregnancy 
likewise produces vomiting. 

Before vomiting occurs, the person complains of nausea, a cessa- 
tion of belching, a watery and saltish discharge from the mouth, he 
dislikes food, becomes weak and unsteady in walking, which is fol- 
lowed by vomiting. 

When produced by air the vomiting is frothy and scanty, mucii 
pain is felt in the back, and sides of the abdomen ; great exhaustion, 
and vomiting occurs, with a loud noise, and an astringent taste in 
the mouth. When hile produces vomiting, the person feels faint, 
thirsty, the mouth is dry and the head, palate, and eyes hot. He 
sees indistinctly as if he was in darkness, bis body turns round, 
and he vomits a bitter matter of a yellow, hot, green, or sour nature. 
When phlegm is the cause the patient is heavy and dozes, his mouth 
is sweet, phlegm is discharged, thick, white, and copiously mixed 
with mucus, and a horripilation is felt. The person has no appetite, 
and the fluid vomited is neither salt, sour, nor bitter. When air, 
bile, and phlegm are deranged, all the above symptoms are present. 
When produced by the sight of disagreeable objects, pregnancy or 
worms, the humors will be deranged, and the variety of the disease 
will be distinguished by their pccnliar symptoms. When psoduced 
by worms, there is frequent eructations, and much pain, accompanied 
with the symptoms of those diseases of the chest which are pro- 
duced by worms. 

The unfavourable symptoms are great debility, and the matter 
vomited being mixed with blood and pus, or resembles the varie- 
gated colour of the peacock’s tail. There is also frequent vomitatig 
in other dangerous diseases. All the varieties of vomiting arc pro- 
duced by disorders of the stomach, and in the treatment fasting is 
always to be enjoined. When vomiting is caused by indigestable 
matter in ihe stomach, emetics and purgatives are recommended. 
In all the varieties, light, diy and agre^e fixal should be exhibited. 
Different decoctkms are also to be used according to the derange* 
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ment of the humor as recommended in the treatment of fever. 
The juice of lemoii^ mixed with the powder of long-pepper and 
honey, may be sucked in the mouth with advantage in vomiting. 
A decoction of barley with honey, or fried rice boiled in water, and 
made into conjee is to be used. The paste of coriander seeds mixed 
with salt, and the juice of acid fruits will be of use. The pulp of 
prunes or myrobalan, with spices, will also be of use ; as well as all 
articles possessed of agreeable smells. The broth of wild animals, 
bitter mixtures, and different kinds of agreeable food arc all useful 
in checking vomiting. 

During pregnancy the woman should be supplied with those 
articles of food which she wishes to eat, as the want of them will 
hurt the fetus, and will increase the tendency to sickness and vomit- 
ing. 


7. Dysentery^ (Atisdr.) 

Dysentery is produced by a variety of causes ; such as exposure 
to cold, eating very cold articles of food in considerable quantities, 
eating much ghee and oily articles, very heavy or hot substances, or 
veiy thin or dry articles of food ; eating several articles of food 
with contrary qualities, such as milk and fish, &c., or any kind of 
indigestable food, causes this disease. In other cases it is produced 
by the food not being properly boiled or mixed, or being eaten at 
improper times ; or when not properly seasoned, or in unusually 
small or large ejuan titles. In some cases the disease is produced 
by poisons, great fear, or grief ; by unwholesome drinking water ; by 
much wine, and peculiar food which thus affects certain persons ; 
and by irregular or sudden changes in the seasons. Remaining long 
in the water while bathing, worms, deranged or constipated alvine, 
or other excretions, sometimes produce the disease. The symptoms 
are explained by the internal fire being diminished by morbid 
watery secretions, or phlegm generated in the intestines ; this is 
mixed with the faeces, and is carried off downwards by the air of 
the part, lienee the production of watery stools, &c. In some 
cases the fever occurs first from the derangement of air, bile, and 
phlegm ; in other cases the dysentery precedes the fever, and some- 
times both occur together. In these cases abstinence from eating 
and drinking is to be observed, and such medicines arc to be given 
as prepare the food that is in tlic abdomen. If dysentery is present 
such medicines are to be used as will dry up and stop this discharge, 
and the physician is to decide in each case wliich sort of remedies 
are to be given, whether they should be to cure first the fever or 
the diarrhoea. 
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There are six yarieties of this disease* as when the air* bile* and 
phlegm are deranged* it forms so many kinds ; when the three are 
deranged together* when produced by grief* and when caused by 
mucus in the abdomen. Bhanantwari says* there are many other 
yarieties as the symptoms vary from time to time. 

Before this disease developes itself a sharp pain is felt in the 
chest* umbiliacus* and anus* and in the abdomen under the false 
ribs* which is succeeded by want of appetite* languor* and lassitude 
of the body ; no air passed by the anus* the patient is costive* the 
abdomen swelled, and every thing taken remains undigested. When 
air produces the disease it commences with great pain ; the dejections 
are of a dark yellow colour* frothy, dry and frequent, and in small 
quantities mixed with the indigested substances, which have been 
eaten* pain is felt in the anus on the expulsion of air* and the urine 
is scanty. 

2. When bile is deranged* the dejections are expelled with an 
effort. They have a bad smell, are hot, and of a red yellowish colour* 
like the water in which flesh had been steeped. In other cases they 
are of a blue or red colour* and are accompanied with thirst* dozing, 
heat of body, free perspirations* and tenesmus at the time of the 
evacuation. There is often in such cases inflammation of the rectum 
with violent fever. 

3. When phlegm is deranged, the person dozes, the dejections are 
white* thick* and constipated* mixed with phlegm. He has no appe* 
tite* complains of languor and lassitude with dozing, and has fre- 
quent calls to stool, which are passed without any noise. 

4 . When the above three humors are deranged the dejections 
are of different colours. The patient is very thirsty with languor* 
dejection of mind, and drowsiness. This kind of dysentery is fatal 
when children and old people are attacked ; and in all cases it is 
difficult to cure* and will cause much vexation to the physician. 
The symptoms will vary according as one or other of the above 
forms predominate. The cause of the disease will likewise vary 
the symptoms. 

5. When grief produces dysentery, the person has the internal 
fire oipak(ma deranged by the watery vapours, which are formed by 
grief* and passing into pakasia mixes with the fire* and deranges the 
bright blood of the part. This blood is mixed with the dejections* 
often becomes putrid* and is expelled with them. In other cases it 
is discharged by itself. Sometimes it has a bad smell, in other cases 
it has not. The cure is tedious* and physicians are vexed by its 
obstinacy. If the dejections are frequent* the cure will be veiy dif- 
ficult. 
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6* The sixth form is when it is produced by mucus, which de- 
ranges the stomaph and is discharged frequently of various colours. 

There are also two forms of dysentery, one being acute (Ama^ 
apdka) or crude, and the other chronic (Pdkdttsdr) or mature. 

Acute Dysentery, (Amaraktdttsdr.) 

This form is known by the dejections sinking in water, and being 
very foetid. In the pdka variety the opposite symptoms to the 
above are most prominent, and the abdomen does not feel heavy. 

The unfavourable symptoms are a stiffness of the body, dejections 
of a dark bluish colour, like the ripe rose-apple ; in other cases the 
colour of the dejections is like that of the lime, of ghee, or of oil, of 
tallow or marrow ; in other cases they are like milk or curds ; or 
like water in which flesh had been washed ; or black, blue, or yellow ; 
or like the colour of these three mixed together in different propor- 
tions ; or like the water of Madar. In (^ter cases they are very thin, 
of a foetid smell, and cold ; or of the colour of peacock’s feathers, or 
that of the rainbow, or dry and hot. Sometimes the dejections are 
consistent, or like the brain, or like the refuse of well washed and 
beaten bark (fibrous), or its decoction, and are evacuated in large 
quantities. When the sick person is thirsty and hot, breathes through 
the nose, has hiccough, and pain in the side, and skin, with loss of 
memory, dosing and stupor, the disease will be fatal. Such a person 
has no inclination to do any thing, and remains stupid and complains 
of pain in the anus, like that of a ripe boil. He speaks incoherently 
and becomes insensible, with an involuntary discharge from the anus : 
such persons will not live. When the person is very much reduced 
in flesh, is cold and the abdomen distended, with pain in the anus ; 
such a person should not be attended by the practitioner, as the dis- 
ease is incurable. 

The physician should be able to distinguish the symptoms of 
Atna, or acute, from those of chronic dysentery. Without this he 
will not be able to treat the disease properly. 

In the acute form the person should abstain from food, and very 
light medicines should be administered to improve the dejections. 
If there is much pain and flatulency, he should take an emetic of 
salt, long-pepper, and hot water. After vomiting, very light food, 
of a farinacious kind, is to be given. The physician should be care- 
ful in the acute stage not to stop the stools by astringents, or the 
like, as it will produce Gulma, anasarca, dispepsia, piles, and drnm- 
belly* When the stools are frequent, and very scanty, he may take 
myrobalan (haritakt). If the watery stools are copious, emetics, 
llie following medicines are to be administered. A specimen 
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of these will ouly be giveni as so very numerous receipts of this 
kind are given in the Hindu MSS. Take equal parts of 
Haritaki, (Myrobalan,) 

Atibiaa, (Atis or Batula,) 

HingUf (Asafoetida,) 

Soubor chulloHi (rock-salt,) 

Bacha^ (Orris root, Acorus calamus,) 
powder, mix, and give half a told or more, according to the age 
of the patient, for a dose, with a little hot water, wine, or conjee. 

When deranged bile produces this disease, heating and stimulat- 
ing medicines are not to be given ; but he should take conjee, and 
agreeable bitter medicines. After some days oi fasting, when he has 
some appetite, such bitters as 
Atisy (turmerick,) 

Atihishaf (a plant Aknudhi^ B.) 

Indrajab, (the seed of Wrightea antidysentcrica,) 

Bata, 

Rasdnjana, (Sulphurate of antimony,) 
arc to be formed into a decoction, and given two or three times a day 
with honey. In cases of bloody flux, boiled rice is given for food 
without water. In this manner the acrimony of the disease is 
supposed to be absorbed by the dry rice. 

When the symptoms yield to these remedies ; the urine increases, 
and is discharged without the passage of faeces, which are discharged 
freely and without pain, the appetite is restored, and when there 
is no uneasiness in the abdomen the person will recover. When 
there is swelling of the hands, feet, and joints, without any secre- 
tion of urine, and the dejections arc very hot, the disease is con- 
sidered to be increasing in violence. 

In the chronic state (PdktitMr), when the stools are frequent, 
astringent medicines are to be given as follows. Take of 

Sdmangd, (Lycopodium imbricatum, a sensative plant,) 
Datakipuspa, (the flowers of Grislea tomentosa,) 

Manjktd, (Madar,) 

Lodra, (Symplocus racemosa,) 

Mustaka, (Cyperus rotundus,) 

Sdhnulibesta, (a kind of kino,) 

Rodhra, (a tree called Lodh), 

Barimata, (bark or shell of the pomegranate fruit,) 
mix ec[ual parts of these medicines in powder, and give half a told two 
or three times a day. When there is much pain, with costiveness, 
and blood is passed with mucus, take milk boiled with three pints 
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with oily purgatives, and enemas of demulcent medicines with 
nourishing broths. 


8. Diarrheea, (GrihinL) 

By the use of improper food the internal fire is weakened, which 
deranges the place where it is situated, between the stomach and 
place of the chyle. When any thing is eaten, which is not properly 
digested, and is frequently discharged, with or without pain, some- 
times liquid, at other times consistent, sometimes it is evacuated 
without air, and at other times it is foetid, it forms this disease. 
Before it commences the patient complains of lassitude and weak- 
ness of the body, accompanied with noise in the intestines, sour and 
bitter eructations, and a bad taste in the mouth. When a singing of 
the ears, oedema in the hands and feet, with pain in the joints,* 
vomiting, fever, thirst, loss of appetite, and a heaviness and burning 
sensation of the body occurs, in old cases, the prognosis should be 
guarded. These symptoms are varied when either the air, bile, or 
phlegm, or their peculiar symptoms are present. 

Treatment, The bowels are first to be cleaned by an aperient 
stomachic ; astringent remedies are then to be taken, with wine in the 
morning, and butter-milk. Asafoetida, and other stomachic remedies, 
as ginger, are useful. The fever and other diseases which sometimes 
accompany it, are to be treated in the usual manner. 

Another form of Diarrhoea is called Grihini; from San- 

graha, (a collection,) and Grilling (place of internal fire ;) in which 
there is much noise in the stomach, with laziness, weakness and 
lassitude. The stools are unnatural, irregular, and evacuated with 
noise ; sometimes they are thin, and in other cases they are consistent 
or hard, and of a pale colour like indigested food. Some people re- 
main ten or fifteen days, or even one montli, without any fecal dis- 
charge ; Other patients feel well during the day, but have frequent 
dejections during the night. The prognosis of this form of disease 
is unfavourable, as it is obstinate and is cured with much difficulty. 
The treatment of this is the same as that of Grihini; consisting of 
laxatives, stomachics, and astringent, light, and farinacious diet. 

9. Gulma, (Swellings in the Abdomen,) 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged by eating bad food, at 
irregular times, or by unsuitable exercise, this disease is produced, 
which resembles a ball in the abdomen. There are five kinds and 
situations of this disease : One in eitlier side of the abdomen, 
one in the umbiliacns, another in the pelvis, and one between the 

2 R 
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chvfl and the abdomen, (scrobiculus cordis,) sometimes the swells 
ing is fixed, and at other times it is moveable.* There are four 
kinds of this disease in the male, three by the derangement of air, 
bile, and phlegm, another by the morbid mixture of the three, and 
the fifth kind is peculiar to females from the retention of the 
menses. 

Gulma is ushered in by much belching, costiveness, loss of appe- 
tite, difficulty of making water, fulness of the body, with flatulence, 
and indigestion. These symptoms are followed by others produc- 
ed by the use of food and drink of a dry nature, by a kind of wine 
which produces roughness of the surface of the body, by improper 
food, or by eating it at irregular times, or eating too much, by taking 
unsuitable exercise, and by neglecting the calls of nature, such as 
sneezing, and dejections, grief, accidents, bruises, or by too great 
^evacuations or fasting. The symptoms of Gulma^ produced by air, 
are its being situated in the abdomen, in the umbiliacus, or sides, 
and its moving about. It is sometimes small, and at other times 
large ; sometimes round, at other times long ; sometimes the pain is 
slight, at other times severe, with constipation, dryness of the throat 
and mouth ; the skin of the body having a dark yellow colour, and 
fever commencing with chilliness. The pain in the breast and sides 
of the abdomen, shoulders, or head are considerable, particularly 
after the food is digested, but the person feels better immediately 
after eating. Astringent, dry, bitter, or pungent things increase the 
complaint. 

Bile. When the disease is produced by eating sour, bitter, hot, 
or other things of the same kind ; by living on dry food ; by anger ; 
by drinking much wine, remaining much in the sun, or near the 
fire ; by collections of indigested food, or diseased blood in the abdo- 
men, the bile is deranged producing the Biita Gulma with the 
following symptoms. The disease commences with fever, thirst, and 
a red colour of the mouth and skin. When digestion is going on, 
there is much pain, and perspiration, with a severe burning sensation 
in the pit of the stomach, which is tender on being touched, or it is 
followed by a swelling in the stomach, which is painful like a boil. 

Phlegm is deranged by cold, or by eating indigestable or 
oleaginous articles of food ; particularly when the person does not 
take exercise, eats too much, and sleeps too long during the day. 
When phlegm is thus deranged it produces coldness and languor 

• Under the term Quhna are arranged very different diseases : as 
tumors of the pylorus, |i«itial enlargemeats of the liver, and diseases of 
the large intesfines. 
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of the body, with low fever, nausea, cough, no appetite, and heavi* 
ness of the body, without much pain. The ball gradually becomes 
harder, and larger. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged, and are produced by 
the causes given above, there will be severe pain, great heat of 
body, and the Gulma or swelling feels hard like a stone, and is 
large, and quickly produces the heat of the body ; — so severe is 
this form of the complaint, that the person is in great distress. 
His body becomes thin, with a bad colour, and he has no appetite, 
nor strength. Such a disease is incurable. 

There is a kind of Gulma so like pregnancy that it may deceive 
physicians, unless they observe the precaution of not giving medi* 
cine until after the tenth month, (the supposed time of ntero-gesta- 
tiou).* 

The unfavourable symptoms of GuUm are its enlarging so as to 
fill the abdomen ; and the increase being rapid, and the swelling 
being surrounded by vessels, with much pain in the breast, as well 
as in the part. When the swelling ia of the figure of a turtle, 
when there is much debility, loss of appetite, nausea, cough, vomit- 
ing, restlessness, fever, thirst, coma, and the discharge of mucus 
from the mouth and nose, without either taste or smell, such a 
person will not recover. 

When a person with Gulma has fever, asthma, vomiting, diarrhoea, 
and swelling of the breast, umbiliacus, with swelling of the hand or 
feet, the disease will be fatal. 

When after asthma, cough, thirst, with no appetite, much pain, 
and the swelling has suddenly disappeared with much weakness. 


♦ My Pandit related an instructive case in point. A youna woman be- 
came pregnant, and for the uncomfortable sensations attending tbatsUta 
consulted a physician, who after tryinR various remedies, without effect, 
one of which was tbrustio); a red hot iron into the tumor, which is fre- 
quently done for spleen, and sometimes with good effect by raising its 
activity : but in the present case the woman escaped. The physician find- 
ing that the disease did not yield to his treatment declared the case to be 
one of Gulma, for which nothing could be done, and that it would in- 
crease. and she would die with much pain, and violent shrinking. As 
this frightened very much the other females the patient was removed to 
a distant room, and in that state of anxiety passed some months, until 
parturition commenced. That was considered as the approach 
Ld not to defile the house she was put out into the compound npo 
mat and her female friends deserted her. In this sute she was « eli- 
verJd of a female child to, the astonishment of all, and to the disgrace of 
the medical man. 

2 R 2 
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the penon will soon die. Such cases are in some of the Hindu 
MSS. said to be cured by the use of a few medicines^ many 
of which have Tery little effect on the system, and consequently on 
the disease. 

Treatment, When air is deranged the application of unctions 
substances to the surface of the body are to be used ; but parti- 
cularly over the tumor, after which oily purgatives are to be used, 
such as castor-oil, and oily clysters. 

When bile produces Gulma unctious remedies are to be used 
externally, and he should take internally Kdkalddi* prepared 
with ghee, followed by purgatives mixed with sugar. 

When the bowels are constipated, milk with ginger is to be given ; 
and the application to the abdomen of an earthen pot filled with 
warm water will be useful. 

Phlegm, In this form, ghee prepared with a decoction of Pi- 
puUdii a mixture composed of long-pepper, and other heating 
medicines. These are to be taken for some time internally, followed 
by strong purgatives and enemas. When air, bile, and phlegm, are 
diseased at the same time, the class of symptoms that appear most 
prominent will decide which of the above forms of treatment is to 
be preferred. When the disease is produced by retention of the 
menses, as sometimes occurs in women soon after delivery, eating 
improper food, or after abortion, or during the fiow of the menses 
air is deranged, which prevents the flow of the menses, and pro- 
duces Gulma, The symptoms of this form are the same as that 
produced by diseased bile, and at the same time the swelling 
moves about like a ball of clay, with the symptoms of pregnancy. 
When around swelling is felt in the abdomen of a woman, the same 
as in utero-gestation, and it is so painful that the part cannot be 
touched, you are not to use remedies for the cure of this disease 
for ten months, and then you may prescribe medicines for it. The 
treatment of this variety is the same as that for derangements of 
the three humors in other parts of the body, combined with those 
for Gulma produced by bile with amenagoge medicines, such as 
potassa prepared from the Paldsa tree (Butea frondosa). This is 
to be mixed with ghee and taken internally, so as to separate and 
discharge the coagulated blood, which is supposed to be pent up, 
and produce the disease. Injections into the vagina of the female, 
with ghee prepared with long-pepper, black-pepper, and other hot 
medicines, are also recommended. 

* A medicinal mixture of an antibilioos nature. It is principally com- 
posed of a medicine said to be brought from Nepal. 
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10# • Sul, Colie, (Gaetropmodynxa,) 

This disease is called Sul, from the pain resembling that pro* 
diiced by piercing the abdomen with the deadly Trisula or three* 
pointed instrument in the hands of SMva, the destroying power of the 
Triads and it is said to be sometimes so incurable that even Shiva 
himself cannot remove it. It frequently happens that the individual, 
in despair of being cured, commits suicide, as the only means left of 
relieving himself, and of propitiating the anger of the deity. Such 
fancies have a pernicious effect upon the progress of medical know* 
ledge, for instead of endeavouring to discover the cause and nature 
of the disease, and the means of alleviating the sufferings of the 
afflicted, the Hindu practitioner finds a ready excuse for his in- 
difference and ignorance in what he declares to be the will of God. 

There arc eight varieties of Sul, produced by derangement of 
air, bile, and phlegm ; by two being deranged together, by the three 
being deranged together, and the last ibrm is by indigestion. In 
all these forms, however, air is more or less deranged. 

1 . The causes of Air Colic (Bdyu Sul) are violent exercise, as fight- 
ing, riding, frequent intercourse with women, watching at night, 
drinking too much cold water, eating peas (especially Kaldl, Mudya, 
JrahiJ, dry food, as dry flesh, vegetables, and fish, overeating, or 
eating too often ; injuries, and bitter or astringent food. When rice 
is eaten, and other grain that have vegetated, or an improper mix- 
ture of food is taken, as milk and flesh, &c., or when the calls of na- 
ture are not attended to, and the semen, urine, air, faeces are consti- 
pated j or by grief, fasting, much and loud laughing or speaking, 
they produce Sul by deranging the air. When air is so deranged the 
accession of pain occurs at intervals when the person drinks cold 
water on an empty stomach, when the food has been digested, to- 
wards the evening in the rainy season, when the sky is overcast, 
and during the winter months. 

The pain is in the chest, sides of the abdomen, back, in the join- 
ing of the lumbar vertebrae with the os coccygis, and in the 
pelvic region. It is accompanied with difficulty in breathing, rigi- 
dity of the body, and scanty evacuations. It is diminished by the 
application of hot external medicines, frictions, or shampooing over 
the part with oleaginous applications, and drinking hot liquids. The 
pain in oir Sul is first to be checked by hot applications, as bruised 
til-seed made into a poultice, and appUed hot to the part, the ex* 
temal appUcation of hot rice and milk is recommended, or flesh 
boiled, and applied hot to the pained part. For internal use Ukc 
equal parts of powdered 
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Biranga, (a vermifuge seed like black-pepper,) 

8%gr<, (Silvius singio,) 

Kampila, (a purgative root like rhpbarb,) 

Fated^ (yellow myrobalan,) 

Tribritf (Convolvulus turpethum,) 

Amblabitaaay (Rumex vincarius,) 

SuruMah, (Opliiorrhiza mangos,) 

Ashwakarna, (Shorea robusta,) 

Souborchsiloh, (an impure soda,) 

one told is a dose, and may be taken with wine. This will at once 
relieve the pain. The following is another mixture. Take of, 

Priti/m, (Nigella Indica,) 

Ajjaghi, (Cumin seed,) 

Chobikdf (Orris root. Piper chavya,) 

Jawdn{, (Ligusticum ajwaen,) 

Marichy (black-pepper,) 

Pipuliy (long -pepper,) 

Suntiy (dry ginger,) 

Chitrakay (Plumbago zeylanica,) 

powder, and take it with warm water, wine, or hot conjee ; or with 
the juice of the lemon, a decoction of prunes, or with asafoetida, or 
sugar. 

The Diet in this disease should be milk and oleaginous sub- 
stances, and soup made of the flesh of wild birds, and of burrowing 
animals. Wine-whey is also of use with butter-milk, curdled-milk, 
black-salt, and vinegar, with diaphoretics and purgatives. 

2. When the disease is produced by fasting the person may take 
hot milk, light rice puddings, or animal broths with ghee. When de- 
ranged bile produces this disease, it is caused by eating nitre or heat- 
ing salts of the same kind, hot food like white mustard-seed, pepper, 
or the like ; diflerent kinds of wines ; roasted articles or oils, or shoots 
of the young bamboo, or oil cake, sour or bitter articles ; great 
anger, remaining near the fire, exposure to the sun, great fatigue, 
excess in venery, or any thing that is very heating is to be ca^- 
fuUy avoided. These different causes derange bile, and produce that 
form of 8ul which is felt in the umbiliacus. Iti this case it pro- 
duces thirst, his senses are dull, body hot, with great grief, and se- 
vere pain in the umbiliacus. He perspires much, and he is giddy and 
sometimes faints, with dryness of the mouth, is eager to remain in a 
cold situation, and to take cold articles of food. Accessions of pain 
occur at noon and midnight, during great heat of the weather, and 
at the beginning of the rains. The pain is diminished daring the 
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cold honn of the day, when the body is cool ; and when cold or 
bitt«r things are taken, especially when they feel grateful they 
mitigate the symptoms. 

In the treatment mild vomits are to be used, and then drink cold 
water, and every thing cooling, while warm articles are avoided. 
Cooling things are to be applied to the pained part, as stone, silver, 
copper, or vessels filled with cold water. He should use purgatives • 
and barley , rice, milk, ghee, the juice of the flesh of wild animals, 
birds and aqueous plants ; and medicines that diminish bile, such as 
the juice of 

Parasaka, an acid fruit, (Xylocarpus granatum,) 

Mirdikd, (grapes,) 

Kharjura, (the fruit of Phoenix Sylvestris.) 

3. When deranged phlegm produces Sul^ it is caused by eating 
the flesh of the rhinoceros or buffalo, fish or any kind of food obtaifled 
from water, whey, milk, or butter-mflk ; or sugarcandy, rice cakes, 
or 8esamum<seed, oil, rice, and other articles of food which are 
of a cooling or heavy nature, aa MdakaMi, All these articles 
increase phlegm, and thus may produce SuL In these cases the 
patient complains of nausea, cough, langour, and want of appetite, 
phlegm proceeds from his nose and mouth, the pit of the stomach 
is cold, and liis body is very heavy with head-ache. In such cases 
afler eating great pain occurs, especially at sun-rise* and during the 
spring or dew months. (Sishira,) 

The cure of Sul produced by phlegm is to commence by exhi • 
biting an emetic so as to remove from the stomach what he has 
eaten. For this purpose, long-pepper, boiled in water may be used, 
and apply hot and dry remedies to the part. A hot regimen is to be 
followed ; such as the use of long -pepper, and dry ginger, with 
the following mixture. Take equal parts of the root of the 
Gokra, (Ruellia longifolia,) 

Maricha, (black-pepper,) 

Pipula, (long-pepper,) 

Suntiy (dry ginger,) 

Bacha, (Orris root,) 

Pdtd, (Aknuda, a plant,) 

Katrahim, (black Helibore,) 

Chitrakay (Plumbago zeylanica,) 

mix together in water, which is to be boiled until reduced to a quar- 
ter. This is given internally with nitre. 

This last decoction will be found of great use in that kind of Sul 
which is produced by derangements of air, phlegm, and bile. It will 
cure it, as wind disperses clouds. In all forms of the disease castor- 
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oil, wine, whey, milk or lemon pice, will he of use* There ere bIso 
different remedies, recommended according to the situation of the 
pain, whether it be in the scrobiculus cordis, bladder, or region 
of the heart. 

4. When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged together the symp- 
toms of the three above forms are combined in one person. When 
so deranged in one spot a physician will know it by examining the 
part. This form gives much distress, like poison or thunder, and 
such a person should be avoided by the physician as incurable. 

The treatment of this form is the same as above, varying the 
remedies according to the severity of the symptoms of air, bile, 
and phlegm. 

5. When Sul is produced by indigestion the symptoms are the 
same as produced by deranged phlegm. There is a rumbling noise 
heard in the abdomen, nausea and vomiting, the body feels heavy 
and cold, as if covered with a wet cloth, and the breathing is dif- 
ficult. The person can get neither appetite nor sleep, he is costive 
with severe pain in the abdomen, and there is a discharge of phlegm, 
from the nose, mouth, &c. 

In this variety first use a vomit, enjoin total fasting, with such 
remedies as increase the internal heat or appetite. The other re- 
medies used for Gulma may be given with advantage, particularly 
when the symptoms stated under the form produced by derange- 
ments in phlegm, appear in this variety. 

In order to distinguish the different forms of Sul the practitioner 
should know that air is chiefly affected when the pain is principally 
confined to the pelvic region. When bile is much deranged, the 
pain is principally felt in the umbiliacal region ; and when phlegm 
is deranged it produces pain in the breast, sides of the abdomen, 
and in the scrobiculus cordis. When air, bile, and phlegm are 
deranged the pain is felt in all the above situations. When phlegm 
and air are deranged th^e is severe pain in the pelvic region, sides 
of the abdomen, and back. When bile and phlegm are deranged the 
pain is in the scrobiculus cordis, and between the chest and the um- 
biliacus. When air and bile are deranged there is great heat of the 
body, and infiammatoi^ fever. Sul may be cured when it is produced 
by either air, bile, or phlegm, being deranged singly. When two are 
diseased, with difficulty ; but when all the three are deranged at the 
same time it is incurable. In Sul some other forms of disease may 
accompany and complicate it ; such as severe piun, thirst, fainting 
fits, spasm of the intestines with costiveness, the body is heavy and 
there is no appetite, with cough, asthma, and hiccongh. Other 
shfistras enumerate the following symptoms, severe pain in the 



Rjidomen, Tomiting, fever, thirst, and the body seems to swim 
round. When the person becomes thin, and has no strength, he 
will not recover. 

6. Parindm Sul* is the variety produced during the digestion of 
food. When air is deranged by the usual causes it affects also bile 
and phlegm, and Sul is the consequence. After eating, when diges- 
tion has taken place, severe fever occurs. The symptoms of this 

♦ Parindm SuL This variety had not been described before 183G, (see 
the Indian Journal for March, page 114,) by European Physicians, which 
induced me to add the following particulars of this curious disease. 

Gastroperiodynia, or periodical pain in the stomach, often commences 
with s^'^mptoms of indigestion and heart-hurn, succeeded by a feeling 
of uneasiness in the scrobiculus cordis, slight at hrst, and occurring at 
irregular intervals, and these lessening gradually while the pain increas- 
es in violeocei In severer cases, the paroxysm of acute pain generally 
occurs rather suddenly, when the stomach is empty ; sometimes early 
in the morning, or three or four hours after dinner ; increasing slowly 
when the digestive process is finished, and the activity of the abdominal 
organs has ceased. 

The excruciating pain is confined to the pit of the stomach, particu- 
larly towards the right hypocondrium, although the neighbouring parts 
often participate, as the muscles of the loins, &c. The pain is of a cut- 
ting or gnawing nature; and during the paroxysm is intense, from 
which the i>atient generally obtains temporary relief from pressure. For 
this purpose he often turns upon his breast and places a hard ball in the 
pit of the stomach, on which he rests his body, and keeps rolling from 
side to side. A few days since I ordered an unfortunate person, in this 
position, to turn round for me to examine him ; but such was the agony, 
that he ciuld not remain without the soothing influence of pressure. 
As a substitute, he drew from under his clothes a piece of prepared 
bamboo, an inch in diameter, and a cubit in length, round at one end. 
This extremity he placed to the pit of the stomach while he rested the 
other on the floor; and by bending the body over it, produced such a 
degree of violent pressure, that at first I feared he would injure himself, 
and even penetrate the abdomen. He continued in this position while 
I gained the necessary information of his state, and then returned to his 
former position, commenced rolling from side to side upon the hard ball, 
placed in the pit of the stomach, and his low wailing proved how intense 
were his sufferings. This was an acute form of the disease, and until 
checked by remedies, it occurred daily about 4 o’clock, and he 
continued in dreadful agony the whole night. 

These paroxysms usually occur at intervals of a day or two, and 
remain from two hours to as many days, with occasional intervals of ease. 
During these accessions the state of the pulse, although full, continues 
slow and natural, and there is not usually more heat of body than is 
occasioned hy a continual movement. 

2 8 
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variety arc, when air is deranged, the abdomen swells, a gargling 
noise is heard in the abdomen, the dejections and urine are consti- 
pated, with lassitude and shivering, and oleaginous and hot medi- 
cines give relief. Bile, when much deranged in this form of Sul, 
produces thirst, heat, restlessness, and copious perspirations ; and 
when sour, pungent, or salt things are eaten the pain is increased, 
and when cold food is eaten they give relief. When phlegm is 
much deranged there is vomiting, nausea and dulness of the intel- 
lect, with pain, not severe, but remains many hours ; in which case 
pungent or bitter things give relief. When two of these are de- 
ranged the respective symptoms are combined, and when three are 


In the intermissions the patient feels well, and all the functions are 
performed as when in perfect health. The tongue is clean, but some- 
times parched, appetite good, and a^vine secretions healthy and regular. 

1 have not been able to obtain any certain evidences of the causes 
which produce this disease. It appears to be the effect of a combination, 
individually slight ; but when occurring in a peculiar constitution, pro- 
duces this distressing complaint. I have generally known it to occur 
in the young and robust male ; to be aggravated by exposure to the 
weather, and by eating indigestable food, sleeping on the damp ground, 
&c. The accession seems oftener to occur when the organs are in a state 
of inactivity, than from causes increasing the nervous susceptibility. I 
have not seen it in females, although there is no reason why they should 
not be also effected ; and I am informed that they are sometimes attack- 
ed but in a less violent degree. Persons of a nervous temperament are in 
general not so liable to this disease as might be supposed. 

The severe pain which occurs in paroxysms, the relief obtained by 
pressure, and the absence of participation in the circulating system, 
indicates, with sufficient accuracy, the disease being of a nervous na- 
ture. But we are still unacquainted with the peculiar diseases of the large 
plexuses of the sympathetic nerve, situated in the scrobiculus cordis 
and its neighbourhood, with those of the 8th pair, &c. These nerves seem 
to be affected in this disease, much in the same manner as we sometimes 
find those of the face, arm, thigh, &c. The resemblance of paroxysms 
of gastroperiodynia to those ofTic-douloureux is marked, not only in the 
nature and severity of the pain, but in the means of relief, and the diffi- 
culty of curing both diseases. The severe paroxysms of otolgia, which 
so frequently occur in this country, some varieties of colic, &c. form exam- 
ples of the same species, varying more from the situation, and nature of 
the parts afiPeoted, than from any difference in the disease itself. 

The diet I have found most efficacious in gastroperiodynia is liquid 
farinacious food, with boiled milk, which in some cases 1 have seen di- 
minish the violence of the paroxysms. In strong and plethoric persons 
blood should be taken from the arm ; and may sometimes be repeated 
generally, or locally with advantage. During'the paroxysms, pressure, 
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deranged the person will die. When such a personas flesh, strength 
and internal fire are much diminished the disease will be fatal. 

The treatment should consist of emetics followed by bitters, 
purgatives, and enemas. The following powders are also recom- 
mended. Take equal parts of 

Biranga, (virmifuge seed,) 

Suntiy (dry ginger,) 

BifiuU, (long-pepper,) 

Maricha, (black-pepper,) 

Dantif (Croton polyandrum,) 

Trihrity (Convolvulus turpethuin,) 

Chitrakay (Plumbago zoylanico,) 

make them into an electuary with sugar, and take it every mornini; 
with warm water. 

Another remedy in this form of the diseases is 
Smtiy (dried ginger,) 

Tilay (Til-seed,) and jagry, winch is made into an electua- 
ry with milk. 

Amadrahdkay is another form of ^ly in wliich the pain occurs 
after eating, or during or after digestion. When present it 
is not removed by following a proper regimen, or eating good or bad 
food ; but after vomiting bile the patient feels better, but tlic pain 
continues under all circumstances of food, i'tc. 

This form is to be treated with fasting, and the administration of 
emetics. A mixture of Emblic myrobalnii, yellow niyrobalun, and 
ginger, with the mixture of iron (carbonate) is of use. 

Another mixture is formed by mixing ccpial parts of 
BirangUy (vermifuge seed,) 

MustOy (Cyperus rotiiudus,) 

Haritaki, (Myrobalan,) 


heat, tinctures, ether, peppermint, anodynes, particuhuly opium, henbane 
ind camphor, are of use in dirainishin« the severity of the pain ; small 
loses of calomel and opium are also of use. 

During the intervals the oxyd of zinc and bismuth, carbonate of iron, 
ndpliate of quinine, are also in some cases of use; but it must be ac- 
kaowledited that the relief is often of a temporary nature; and in some 
pMient. diminish, in effect, or in some cases s«m to aKgravate and pro- 
^ the succeeding paroxysms. I have found the applicaUon of moxa, 
bli^ to the loins, and fomentations only of use tempormly ; and that 
the nrobabiUty of effecting the cure of this disease by medicine, depends 
on severity and frequency of the attacks, and particularly on the 
length of time the disease has existed. 

2 » 2 



348 


Amlaki, (Emblic myrobalan,) 

Bibitaka^ (Beleric myrobalan,) 

Gulancha, (Menispermum glabrum^) 

Danti, (Croton polyandrum,) 

TribriU (Convolvulus turpethum,) 

Sunti^ (dry ginger,) 

Pipuliy (long-pepper,) and 

Marich, (black-pepper.) These medicines are to be 
mixed with the powder of Jawdm, (Ligusticum ajwaen,) and the car- 
bonate of iron and water. The regimen in this form of the disease 
should consist of prepared rice in the form of conjee, and sugar 
and ghee with conjee. 

Other skdstras recommend promoting perspiration by hot baths, 
or vapour baths, by medicines to promote digestion, such as nitre, 
impure soda, and alum. It is also recommended to take eight mdsd 
of dried ginger, the root of the castor oil plant and barley, and mix 
them in a mortar with half a ser of water. This is boiled down to 
a quarter, and is to be tried as a dose ; and it will generally relieve, 
or remove the pain of Sul, 

11. JForms, (Krimi,) 

There is an internal sort of worms, and another which appears 
upon the surface of the body. Others say that there are four 
kinds ; one is external and produced by filth on the surface ; others 
are internal and are produced by phlegm, by blood, and by the foeces. 
There are twenty varieties of worms, each of which has a particular 
name. When produced externally by filth, the insect is like a 
small Til-seed with many feet, and is generally found in the hair 
and clothes. They are called juha (lice). They produce small very 
itchy pimples, and sometimes a large boil. 

When phlegm, produces the worms internally, it is deranged by 
indigestable food, particularly when taken at improper times, or with 
much sugar, or sweetmeats, or much liquids, as vinegar or sour food, 
curdled milk, vegetables, and unleavened flour when taken daily and 
frequently. A sedentary life, and sleeping during the day predis- 
poses to worms. 

When blood produces worms many diseases are the consequence. 
In this case it is caused by improper mixtures, or by indigestable 
food, or certain vegetables, &c. The worms are produced in the blood. 

The general symptoms of internal worms are fever, paleness, and 
discoloration of the surface, severe pain, or Sul^ especially in the 
breast, with languor, giddiness, loss of appetite, and diarrhoea. 
When produced by phlegm they are usually found in the stomach 
( Amdmya)^ and resemble earth-worms, and when very large they pass 



349 


from one intestiue to another. Some of the worms are like rice 
which has begun to germinate, some are long, others are short, and 
very small ; some are white, or like mahogany, others are copper- 
coloured. There are seven varieties of worms found in the stomach. 
1st. Antrada, or the gnawing kind ; 2nd. Vdardhesta, large form ; 
3rd. Rhidayada, produees a gnawing pain in the breast ; 1th. Mahd- 
gada, with a large tail ; oth. Chant, like flattened rice ; Gth. Burba- 
kumma, like the flower of a certain grass, and 7 th. Sii(fandha,\s\\\{\\ 
has a pleasant smell. These seven kinds of worms produce nausea, 
a copious discharge of saliva, indigestion, and want of appetite ; 
fainting, dozing, vomiting and fever ; constipation of urine and fa'ces, 
and weakness, sneezing, and a discharge of mucus from the nose. 

The worms in the blood have no feet, some have a round figure 
and red colour (red globules of the blood), and they are so small that 
they cannot be distinctly seen. Their names arc, 1. Kdymda ; this 
form eats the roots of the hair of the head which drop out. 2. Roma- 
hidhansa : this form oats the roots of the hair over the body. 3. 
Romadipa : this variety produces elevations at the roots of the 
hair. 4. Aramhara, are like the seeds of the wild fig ; tliesc worms 
may produce the (kiistha), leprosy. 3. Saurasa, (lather,) and fi. 
Mdtri', (mother.) These two pass quickly from one relation to ano- 
ther, or are hereditary. 

Sushruta enumerates other kinds of worms generatedin thcbloodi as, 

Nakdfla, which destroys the nails. 

Bautdday which produces the caries of the teeth. 


Kikisay which always accompanies leprosy. 

When worms form in the small and large intestines they are call- 
ed Paritajya, which are produced iu the focces, and are discharged 
by the anus. When these worms grow and ascend in the abdomen 
frequent eructations occur, which have the smell ol the dejections. 
They are large, round, thick or thin, and are sometimes of a gray 
colour, or of a yeUow white or dark colour. There arc five kinds of 
such worms, 1. Kakiraka; 2. Maklraka ; 3. Sausurdda, producing 
much pain, 4. Sasuldkiya; 5. AViftte. which licks the intestmes. 
These worms produce diarrhoea, pain in the stomach, ^ 

fmces, constipation, weakness, roughness, and dryness ot the surface 
of the body, which is of a dirty yellow colour. There is loss of 

appetite with an itchiness towards the anus. 

For removing external worms, live mercury is to be rubbed with 
sulphur until a homogeneous black mass is produced ; or the sul- 
phurate of mercury which is to be mixed with the ju.ee of Datura 
mrarnonium, and rubbed over the part. Iu the present day a weak 
jDfusion of tobacco ia oltcu used. 
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The thirteen first kinds of internal worms are curable, bat the 
seven lost are very difficult, or are incurable. The treatment in thb 
case is to commence with the administration of an emetic prepared 
with ghee and SarasddU which is a mixture formed of various stimu- 
lants and bitter remedies. Strong cathartics are then to be given with 
clysters. The oil of Biranga, made of vermifuge seeds, is to be 
given with salt, and with the decoction of Biranga, The patient 
should at the same time be careful to avoid such food, and other causes 
which promote the generation of worms. He should take of the 
juice or paste of the Paldsa seeds (Butea frondosa), with the decoc- 
tion of the Balanga seeds. The juice of the leaves of Farihadraka 
(Erythrina fulgens), with honey ; or the juice of the leaves of Patu- 
ra (Salincha B.) or the powder of Biranga with honey. Biranga 
powder should be mixed with the bread and used by the patient. 
Different preparations of iron, or the powdered root of long-pepper 
taken with goat’s urine are of use. Tin is recommended to be rub- 
bed upon a rough stone, and the small particlcL thus removed from 
the mass is taken in whey. The treatment in cases of insects at the 
roots of the hair, causing them to fall of, is the same as that for 
baldness. The worms in the blood are to be treated, as for Le- 
prosy. 

Patients with worms should live on food mixed with pungent 
and bitter food, while the following articles of food are avoided : milk, 
flesh, ghee, curdled-milk, vegetables with leaves, acids, sweetmeats, 
and cold articles of food. 

12. Betention of BischargeSy (Addharta). 

If a man wish long life he should attend to the calls of nature, 
while he avoids indulgence of the passions, particularly anger, pride, 
lust, revenge, and covetousness. 

There are thirteen kinds of diseases produced by checking the 
efforts of nature to relieve herself. As by stopping the evacuation 
of air, faeces, urine, by yawning, tears, sneezing, belching, vomiting, 
semen, appetite, thirst and abstaining from liquids, the stopping 
of breath, watching, and another variety of indisposition is produced 
by taking bad food. When these are not indulged in, it produces 
the constipation which forms this class of diseases. 

1, When air (Apanna hdyu) is stopped in its passage through the 
anus it produces a swelling in the abdomen, severe pain, difficulty of 
breathing, head-ache, hiccough, cough, discharge of mucus, difficul- 
ty of diglutition and a vomiting of bile, phlegm, or fceces with eonsti- 
pation, and severe pain in the anus followed by a discharge of air. 

2. BejectioM. When the fmees are confined a gurgling noise is 



heard in the abdomen, with pain in the anus, as if the part was nU , 
the dejections are confined, as air ascends, and sometimes stcrcorace- 
ous vomiting occurs. It is to be treated as for Anuha, 

3. TJrine, When confined, there is severe pain in the pelvis, 
urethra, anus, scrotum, groins, navel, and sometimes in the head, 
when the urine is discharged in small quantities uith pain. The 
bladder swells, and the body rcriiainsbent forward. Scr^jarchala, (im- 
pure soda,) and other such salts, wine, cardamiim seeds, with wine 
and milk, are to be given. The juice of the fruits orAMi, (Emhlic 
myrobalan) with water ; or the juice of the sugar-cane, and the jiiicc 
of the fseces of a horse or ass are recommended ; as also the seeds of 
cucumber with water and salt, and other diuretics. 

4. When gaping is checked the diseases of the neck, throat, 
and of the head are produced ; with other diseases of air, such as 
diseases of the eyes, nose, ears, and mouth. To remove this anoint 
the body with oil or ghee, previously heated. 

5. When tears arc confined they How when the person is very 
happy, or very sorrowful ; and when confined the licad becomes 
heavy, and various sevore eye diseases are produced. In such pati- 
ents the phlegm discharged from the nose and mouth is without smell 
or taste. In this form anoint the body with w'arm oil, a pigment of 
a hot nature is to be apidied to the border of the eyes to make them 
discharge the tears ; such as cloves rubbed up with honey and 
strong errhiries, such as pungent smells will also be found useful. 

C. When sneeAing is confined, diseases of the licad, eyes, nose, 
and ears are produced. Tickle the nose with something, so as to 
produce sneezing, and look at the sun so as to allow his rays to 
fall upon the mucous membrane of the nostrils. 

7. When belching is confined, the throat and mouth feel as if 
distended, and very painful ; the person’s speech is not intelligible, 
air is confined by the mouth, anus, &c., and the disease ])roduce3 
the diseases of air. A cheroot is to be formed of spices and ghee, 
which is to be smoked. Wine with soda, the juice of lemon and 
wine are likewise to be administered. 

* 8. Should vomiting be impeded it produces leprosy, loss of 
appetite, jaundice, fever, great sensibility of the skin and nausea* 
In such cases ghee is to be externally applied and internally admin- 
istered, mixed with saltpetre or salt. Emetics should also be 
used. 

9. When semen is confined, the bladder, rectum, and testicles 
swell, and become painful* The urine is confined and is discharged 
in small quantities with pain, or the urine has a white deposit, and 
the semen is discharged* involuntary. The other diseases may occur 



that deranged semen produces. In this case certain diuretics and 
decoctions with milk arc to be administereeb and the person is to 
approach his favourite wife. 

10. When the appetite is not gratified, it is followed by drowsi- 
ness, pain as if the part was crashed, loss of appetite, fatigue, and 
the eye is dim. In this disease anoint the body with warm ghee 
and give it in the food, with hot drinks. 

1 1 • When the thirst is not gratified, the mouth and throat are 
dry, the hearing becomes dull, and pain is felt in the breast. To 
remove this the person should take fresh conjee or barley water, 
with sugar and lemon juice. 

12* When the breathing is difficult from being confined from 
the fatigue produced by severe exercise, the food appears to stick in 
the throat, the understanding is impaired which produces (Gulma)^ 
and there is a feeling of hard lumps in the abdomen, lu such cases, 
rest, and gruel are to be enjoined with animal broths. 

13. When sleep is not gratified, it is followed by yawning, and 
pain of the body, as if it was crushed. The eyes and head feel 
heavy, and coma supervenes. Give milk, employ soothing language, 
and what promotes sleep. 

The air of the stomach when dry, astringent, sour, or bitter food 
18 eaten, produces quickly. Uddbartay and deranges the canals of air, 
urine, fteces, blood, phlegm, fat, and the vessels which feed them. 
Air closes these canals and produces pain in the breast and pelvis, 
with heaviness of the body, and no appetite, with scanty evacua- 
tions. 

The retention of the above discharges produces pain of the chest 
and abdomen, nausea, laziness, and the air, urine, and dejections 
are. evacuatea with pain. If produced by phlegm there is difficult 
and noisy breathing, and the phlegm is discharged from the mouth 
and nose. (Coryza), In this case there is neither taste nor smell ; 
and the body feels hot, with dejection of mind. The person is 
insensible, and complains of thirst, fever, vomiting, hiccough, and 
head-ache. The person is deaf, the body swims round, followed by 
the other symptoms produced by deranged air. Tlie life of such a 
person should be considered hopeless, when there is much thif»t, 
great weakness, and languor, actwre pain in the abdomen, and sler- 
coraceous vomiting. AH kinds of Uddharta are to be treated as 
diseases of air, so as to 0 {>en the closed up passages, and tbe body 
in sttch cases of disease AoxM be anointed with ml and sail, and 
pcspaied ghee slioidd be taken internally, enemas should also be 
used. If the disease is not enrod by these medteines, hot applica- 
ttoiis are to be placed upon the abdomen, followed 1^ ides^nons 
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pui^ttves. The person should take n decoction made ol' Trihritt 

Pilu, Jatmtnif hnd the juices of acid fruits, mixed with water. 

The following is also recommended. Take 
llingny (Asafoctida,) 

Kusta, (Costus speciosus,) 

Batsd, (Pothos officinalis,) 

Sarjikii, (impure soda,) 

Bhanga, (a vermifuge medicine,) 

mix and form a decoction. These remedies will cure VdiiLarfa, and 
pain. Suppositories w'ill also promote the evacuations, glysters are 
also given, with the fumes of certain medicines. Other practitioners 
recommend, with the above plan of treatment, fasting, the hot 
bath, with purgatives, and hot carminatives. 

13. Unhealthy ((joetiveneii) BUjchargeSy (Amaha,) 

When the foeces arc not properly prepired for expulsion, but are 
discharged in small quantities, with pain, k forms this disease. It is 
accompanied with great pain in the epigastric region, thirst, a dis- 
charge of mucus from the mouth and nose, nccomjmnied with head- 
ache and heaviness of the body, particalarly in t)ic chest. Tlie 
person has no emetations, complains of pain in the loins and back ; 
the urine and fmees arc constipated with severe pain, and there is 
difficulty in breathing, fainting, and stercorous vomiting. TJiese two 
last symptoms are only present when the Pdknsia (the large intes- 
tines) are affected. The treatment is the same as in Vihiharta, 

14. Acidity of Stomachy Vomiting of Bile, (Amlapitta.) 

This disease is produced by improper mixtures of food, by Ivad 
water, or articles that derange the bile, wliicb is collected, and is 
discharged producing this disease. It is characterized hy dtspepsiti, 
languor, nausea, sour and bitter eructations, and the body is heavy, 
with burning of the breast and throat. The person has no appetite, 
is thirsty, complains of syncopy,and the head turns round. A dulness 
» of the intellect may be observed, and tlie fmccs are various in appear- 
ance, and hot. The internal heat and pain of body diminishes, 
and the person sometimes vomits green, yellow, and blue matter. 
Sometimes it is like blood, and is very sour ; sometimes it is like 
phlegm, or the washings of flesh, or has a mucilaginous appearance. 
In other cases jaundice is produced with free perspiration, and tlie 
body is of a yellow colour. When phlegm and bile are diseased, the 
abdomen is very hot when any thing is eaten, and if nothing is taken, 
the vomited matter and eructations are bitter and sour. Ihe neck, 
chest| and sides arc hot ; there is head-ache, and the hands and feet 
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are burning. The person has a disgust for food^ is feverish^ and 
itchy eruptions^ and patches appear over the body. 

If this disease be recent it may be cured with difficulty ; and if 
old, it will often be incurable. There are three forms of the disease : 
when air or phlegm are deranged ; when air and phlegm ; or when 
phlegm alone is deranged, which will be distinguished by the ex- 
perienced physician. 

When air is diseased the person speaks foolishly, is affected with 
syncopy, and his body is languid, with slight uneasiness and pain. 
The room he is in appears dark ; — ii) other cases he is still, is always 
forgetting, and complains of severe pain of the body. 

Phlegm, In this form phlegm is always discharged from the 
mouth, the body feels heavy, the person is languid, has no appetite, 
the body is cold, and the person is lazy and vomits. The surface 
of the body feels as if it was rubbed with something, it is itchy, 
the patient looses his appetite, and he takes much sleep. 

When air and phlegm are deranged in one place, the symptoms of 
the two above forms of disease are present. 

Treatment, In this disease emetics are first to be used, followed 
by laxatives. When the patient has vomited, and has been purged, 
anoint his body with oil, and exhibit enemas. His food should be 
taken with bitter substances, but withmit any heating mixture. He 
should eat a preparation of barley and flour, and the powder of fried 
rice, with honey and milk. He should likewise take a decoction of 
the Fatal leaves, ginger and coriander seeds, when there is much 
itching pain, and indigestion. When there is much fever and vomit- 
ing, accompanied with pain, take a decoction of the Fatal leaves with 
ginger, myrobalan, and Gulancha, Tonics are also of great use, with 
carminatives. ' 

15. Enlargement of the Abdomen^ (Udara,) 

This disease is divided into eight varieties, three of these are pro- 
duced by derangements of the air, bile, and phlegm, and one by the 
combination of the three. The fifth is accompanied by enlargement 
of the spleen ; the sixth is called Baddaguda^ concretions ; the 
seventh Farierdhyudara^ or Agantuka^ or accidental ; and the eighth 
Dakodara, or Asitis. 

This disease (Udara) is produced by eating bad food without an 
appetite ; eating dry putrid food, and the improper administration 
of purgatives, emetics, and other active medicines by which the air, 
bile, and phlegm are deranged in the abdomen. The first symp- 
toms of this disease resemble Gttlma ,* followed by swelling of the 
abdomen. It is produced by the taking up of the fluid part of the 
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chyk, which is ronyeyed by sir into the snrihee^ mi produce, swel- 
ling under the skin, and enlargement of the abdomen. 

The disease is ushered in by weakness, unhealthy colour of the 
akin, languor, and want of appetite. There are no wrinkles on the 
abdomen, which swells, while the rest of the body is thin, and pro- 
minent veins appear over the surface of the abdomen. He has pain 
in the pelvis ; fulness in the abdomen, with burning ; the feet swell, 
and the person is weak and cannot walk. By degrees the body swells, 
the air and dejections are stopped, the body is hot, and the person 
complains of faintness. The forms of this disease, called Busmbi, and 
Baddaguda are incurable ; the other forms are cured with much dif- 
ficulty. In the latter stages of this disease manual assistance or 
operations are sometimes required for the cure of the disease. 

At the commencement of the disease the person should carefully 
avoid heavy food, or when not properly prepared, likewise oleagin- 
ous, dry, iridigestable food, and animal food, bathing, &c. lie 
should live on barley, rice, and wheateu fiour, or the like. 

1. When diseased air produces this disease, the hands, feet, and 
abdomen are swelled, with pain in the sides of the abdomen, pit of 
the stomach, loins, and back, with pain in the joints as if they were 
broken. He complains of cough without expectoration, stretching 
and heaviness about the loins, the dejections and urine are con- 
stipated, the skin and eyes are of a dark yellow colour. The swelling 
is not always the same ; sometimes it increases, and at other times 
decreases, with severe pain in, and over the abdomen. Dark coloured 
vessels are prominent over the abdomen, which is swelled like a lea- 
ther bottle, and makes a noise like it when it is struck. The treat- 
ment in this form should consist in taking preparations of ghee, 
laxatives with ghee, oleaginous enemas, and the abdomen slionld be 
rubbed with hot preparations ; minced meat boiled and applied warm 
over the pained part is recommended ; or rice and milk may be ap- 
plied in the same way. He should also take milk with a decoction 
of Biddrigamda, and the broth made of wild animals. 

2. BiU. The symptoms of this variety are fever, faintness, 
burning, thirst, and an acid taste in the mouth ; the head swings 
round, looseness is produced, the eyes and skin are of a yellow 
edonr, the abdomen is of a green colour, and small yeUow vessels 
appear upon the surface, with much perspiration ; the body burns, 
there is a feeling as if smoke was rising in his throat, aud the symp- 
toms of biUous diseases} as well as the peculiar symptoms of this 
disease are quickly developed. 

Treatwunt. Take pr^ared ghee, with a decoction of sweet medi- 
onal plants, such as KdlmU, KirokdkoU, prepared ghee, with 
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Tawarhi^ (Mjrobalan^) >i'm/aK(£mblicmyrobalan,) and Bihhitaka^ 
as a purgative. Then take a decoction of Botah, and other astringent 
plantsi with sugar, honey, and ghee. Boiled rice and milk, is to be 
Implied to the abdominal region. 

3. Phleff^ (Shleshmodara) when much deranged the person cannot 
work, is always sleepy, the abdomen swells, and there is no feeling in 
' the abdomen, heaviness, sickness, no appetite, difficulty of breathing, 

cough, the eyes and skin are pale, abdomen cold, and the bowels are 
constipated ; and white vessels appear upon its surface. After many 
days the swelling is completely formed, and is very difficult to re* 
move. The body feels cold and hard^ and the abdomen heavy. 

The treatment of Shleshmodara consists in administering ghee pre- 
pared with long-pepper, and other stimulant and carminitive medi- 
cines. Enemas of cow’s urine, oil, and a decoction of long and 
black pepper and ginger, are to be exhibited. The abdomen should 
be rubbed with the following mixture : take equal parts of linseed, 
hemp seed, and mustard seeds with the seeds of Mulaka (horse- 
raddish). These are to be formed into a plaster, and applied with 
other hot medicines to the part. When there is much pain, con- 
stipation and swelling of the abdomen, it proves that air is deranged ; 
when faintness, thirst, heat, and fever are present, the bile is de- 
ranged ; and when there is a sense of weight with no appetite, and 
hard abdomen, the phlegm is deranged. 

4. The derangements of the air, bile, and phlegm are said by 
the moderns to be often caused by enchantment, or by the use of 
Philters, as of a woman to her husband, or lover. For this purpose 
the parings of nails, the cuttings of hair, faeces, urine, menstrual 
blood, &c. are used, on the absurd supposition of increasing iheir love 
towards them. Certain poisons administered by an enemy are said 
also to produce this disease. These causes not only derange the 
three humors, but also the blood. This form of disease is increased 
by cloudy weather, when the abdomen is swelled ; and when the 
air is cold, it is also increased in violence, and the person be- 
comes faint, the body yellow, the person very thin and dry, and he 
complains of thirst. This form of disease is called Bah^ara. 

The treatment of this disease is very difficult. The physicum 
should, before commencing it, inform the friends that the disease is 
incurable ; then he may try the effects of remedies. Administer 
strong purgatives repeatedly for a fortnight or a month. The root 
of Jsmamdrika, with Jangd, and Kdkddini, may be formed into a 
paste with wine, with whi^ it is to be taken. Different forms of 
Nepti poison, as Aeonitum, is saidsometimes to be used. In other 
esses a sugar-cane is to be emfdoyed to irritate a poisonous snake, 
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and when he has stung it, the sugar-cane is to be given to the 
patient to eat. 

The general treatment of the above forms of this disease varies 
with the cause. Should the derangement of air, and the accumula- 
tion of feecal matter in the abdomen produce it, laxatives are to be 
freely used ; such as castor oil, with cow’s urine and milk, or rice. 
These are to be exhibited for one or two months, without drinking 
water. The person must live entirely on earners milk. Uc should 
take daily a dose of long-pepper, rock-salt, ajwain^ with the oil of 
Croton (poliandas), milk, with the juice of fresh ginger, ormyrobalan 
and sugar. The following medicine is also recommended. Take 
one thousand cloves of long-pepper, macerate it for seven days in 
the milk of Euphrobium. The seedaare then to be powdered, and 
to be taken occasionally. All forms of purgatives are useful in this 
disease, and many formulae are recommended, 

5. Plihodara (spleen). This is a swelling of the abdomen with 
an enlargement of the spleen. Itisp^duced by eating indigostahle 
food, or of a heavy nature, as also Articles which produce cold ; as 
curdled milk, and articles which increase phlegm. These substan- 
ces when frequently eaten derange blOod and cough, and swell ♦he 
spleen. In this disease there is languor, loss of appetite, and 
symptoms of deranged phlegm, &c. The person becomes very 
weak, and the body of a yellow colour. When the liver is swelled 
it is called Jahrit Udara. In this form the air, bile, and phlegm 
are deranged, and the disease is severe. 

For treating spleen first give ghee, then promote perspiration by 
employmg the steam bath, give rice with curdled milk for one ilay. 
General bleeding is then recommended by opening the veins at the 
bend of the left arm, and while the blood flows press the spleen, so 
as to evacuate the bad blood. He should then take nitre with 
asafoetida and rock-salt ; or a decoction of Sabhdnjam, with long- 
pepper, rock-salt, Chitraka, the root of long-pepper, ginger, and 
nitre ; eight fold of each j add four seers of ghee, and four of milk ; 
and boil ; and when the watery part is dissipated, it is to be removed 
from the fire, strained and taken daily. Afterwards reduce to pow- 
dcr the long bivalve shells of the country by roasting them, and give 
the powder vrith milk. The liver is to be treated by opening the 
vdn at the bend of the right arm, after ghee has been given, and 
perspiration has been promoted. The rest of the treatment ii the 
same as in spleen and liver. 

6. Badda^uda, This form is produced by the accumulawon of 
indigestable matter with the food, such as hair, gravel, &c. Th«» 
fym balla which produce constipation, and swelling occurs be- 
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tween the chest and umbiliacus* The person has stercoral Tomit- 
ing, as a drain is stopped by an accumulation of filth. The air»' 
bile, and phlegm are deranged at the obstructed part, and the fssces 
is confined. The stools are in small quantities, and are evacuated 
with great pain, the umbiliacus, and breast are much swelled. 

In this disease it is recommended to give ghee internally, and rub 
it over the abdomen, while perspiration is produced by hot baths, 
&c. When the remedies are of no use, and the situation of the 
patient desperate, an operation is recommended, which is to be per- 
formed in the following manner : Below and on the left side of the 
umbiliacus, and four fingers breadth from the linea alba, an incision 
is to be made four fingers breadth in length, and the breadth of four 
fingers of the gut are to be drawn out, and the substance, whether 
stone or hair, or a bad secretion, which was the cause of the disease^ 
is lobe removed ; ghee and honey is to be rubbed over the wound in 
the intestine, and it is then returned into the abdomen. Apply 
sutors, and treat the external wound as recommended in such cases. 
Avoid any currents of air after the operation, and carefully follow the 
physician’s prescriptions. (Suahruta,) 

7. Fariardbyudara is produced by sharp substances, such as fish 
bones, portions of wood, &c. being taken with the food, and wound- 
ing the canal. A watery discharge is evacuated by the anus, pro- 
ceeding from the wounded surface. The abdomen increases in size 
under the umbiliacus with much pain and burning. It is to be treated 
as the last ; but both are generally incurable. The other forms are 
cured with difficulty. Warm baths, and a milk diet are recommended. 

8. Asitis, (Jalodara, or Dakodara.) When a person has taken 
a large quantity of prepared ghee, or has had frequent enemas, or 
after emetics or purgatives he drinks large quantities of cold water, 
they stop the absorbent vessels, and produce this disease. In this 
rase the abdomen becomes large, the umbiliacus prominent, and 
appears shining as if anointed and full of water, and like it moves 
about, and gives a sound like a leather bag. 

In all these forms of diseases there is swelling, weakness, loss of 
appetite, languor, and swelling of different parts of the body, con- 
stipation, burning, and great thirst. When with these symptoms 
water collects, the disease is incurable. 

Treatment. In Asitis tbe abdomen is to be anointed with oil pre* 
pared with medicines to cure diseased air. — A friend is to hold the 
patient in a reclining posture by the arm-pits. The practitioner 
then introduces a trocar an inch (four fingers breath) below, and on 
the left sic. 3 of the umbiliacus. The trocar is removed, and a tube is 
put in its place. The morbid fluid for 16 days is to be allowed 
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to men^ . ,nd a light bandage is to be placed roand 
the abdomen after the operation, so that the air may not swell the 
^omen ; this bandage mutt be continued for a considerable time. 
TOr six months after this operation milk is to be freely used with 
rioe^ or the broths of wild animals, with rice ; and after three months 
and a half the quantity of water and milk with rice may be taken ; 
and other three months light and wholesome food. The disease 
will be cured in one year. 


Class VII. 

DiSBASSS OB THE CrINAEY OrOANS AND OrOANS OP GeNBRA- 

TION. 

Order L 

Diseoies of the TJrinmy Organs, 

Under Uiishead will be considered the diseases of the urine, blad- 
der and urethra. 

Morbid seeretim of urine, (Prameha,) 

This disease is produced by a sedentary life, as sitting, lying 
down, or sleeping in the day time, using too much curdled milk, 
yarious kinds of fish, amphibious animals, or the fiesh of buffaloes* 
new rice, or new water, such as rain or fresh river water, or food with 
different preparations of jagry, or whatever produces phlegm. It 
is also produced by the deranged phlegm of the bladder which affects 
the fat, flesh, or serum of the body ; but particularly the region of 
the bladder. The bile is deranged by its peculiar causes, and in like 
manner the air may produce the disease, when the other humors 
mre deranged, and convey them to the bladder. 

There are twenty varieties of diseased urine ; of which phlegm 
forms ten varieties which are curable, bile forms six varieties which 
are cured with great difficulty, but do not destroy life ; and air forms 
four varieties, which are incurable. The causes of the different 
degrees of fadlify of removing these different varieties are that all 
the forms are accompanied with deranged phlegm, and when com. 
bined with deranged bile the cure of the disease is difficult, as those 
remedies which diminish bile will increase the phlegm. In like 
manner those remedies which decrease the air increase the phlegm 
therefore the cure is difficult 5 and on this account the disease pro- 
duced by air is dangerous even from the beginning. These twenty 
‘ Df disease are produced by derangements of air,, bile, and 
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phlegm* fkti blood* semen* serum (Amha), lymph the essen- 

tial parts of all the humors (Oszq), the flesh and the chyle. 

This order of diseases is ushered in by the appearance of morbid 
secretions about the teeth* ears* nose* and eyes. The hands and feet 
are very hot and burning* and the surface of the skin is shining as 
if oil had been applied to it. This is accompanied with thirst* and 
a sweet taste in the mouth. The different varieties of this disease 
are distinguished from each other by the symptoms of deranged hu- 
mors* and by the colour of the urine. 

In the disease produced by phlegm* insects approach the urine ; 
the person is languid* his body becomes fat* and there is a discharge 
of mucus from the nose and mouth* with dispeptic symptoms* and 
looseness of the skin. He is always sleepy, with cough and difficult 
breathing. 

When the disease is produced by bile, there is a cutting pain in 
the scrotum, bladder* and penis* with fever, dispepsia, vomiting, 
heat of the body* thirst* want of sleep* and yellowness of the excre- 
tions. In some cases it is accompanied with jaundice. 

When produced by diseased air there is pain in the chest, the 
patient has a desire to eat every thing* there is watching, shivering, 
pain and costiveness. The following are the names and characteris- 
tic symptoms of the twenty varieties of diseased urine : — 

1. Udakameha, In this disease the urine is nearly of tlie 
natural colour* without any sediment. It is white, cold* has no smell* 
and is like water. For its cure use a decoction of Pd njdta, £ry. 
thrina fulgens.) 

2. Ekhyumeha, The urine is like the juice of sugar-cane in colour 
and taste ; and for the cure give a decoction of EatjainU, 

3. In Sdndrameha the urine becomes thick after standing some- 
time* and for the cure give the patient a decoction of Nimha, 

4. When the urine is of a white colour* is thin and pure above* 
and thick below* it is named Surdmeka ; and is cured by a decoction 
of Chitraka* 

5. PMtameha* At the time of micturition the hair over the 
body is erect* and the urine has a copious white powder; as if 
flower had been mixed with it. For the cure use a decoction of 
Tamarindi. 

6. Sukramdia, In this variety the urine is the colour of semen* 
which sometimes appears mixed with it. For its cure give a deooc- 
tion of Dur&a* Saibala^ Loba, and Ka$eruJta, with other medidiies 
of the like kind. 

7. When the urine lets fidl a hard and small deposit like sand it is 
ea&d Siiatdm^^ and is eoied 1^ giving a decoction of Chitraka. 
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8. la Swetameha there is a copious secretion of urine which is 
sw^t and cold. For the cure give a decoction of Trifahiy formed 
of three varieties of mjrobalan. 

9. When there are frequent calls to make urine, which is dis- 
charged in small quantities, the disease is called Shanairmeka ; and 
for its cure give a decoction of Catechu, 

10. Ldlameha, When the urine is like mucilage, and has long 
adhesive fibrous matter mixed with it, the disease is named Ldla- 
meha ; and is cured by means of astringent decoctions. 

11. In Khdrmeha the urine has the colour, taste, and smell of 
potassa, and is like it to the touch. Cure, use the decoction of the 
three varieties of myrobalan. 

12. In Nilameha the urine is of a blue colour ; and for the cure 
^give a decoction of the bark of the banian tree. 

13. In KMameha the urine is of a black colour, like ink. For 
the cure use astringent decoctions, With honey. 

14. In Haridrameha the urine is bitter and of a yellow colour 
like tamarind water, and there is great heat in passing tlie urine. 
Cure, use a decoction of Cassia fistula, 

15. In Manjistameha the urine has the smell of indigested food, 
and is of the colour of the water of madder. Cure, use a decoction 
of madder, and red sandal-wood. 

16. Raktameha. The smell is like that of indigested food, is 
hot, is saltish to the taste, and is of a red colour, ('ure, use a 
decoction of Gulancha, Casurga^ Carjura, and the seed of the 
Tindaka, 

17. Rasdmeha, The urine in this variety is of a light colour 
like fat, and seems as if mixed with it. It is discharged frequently. 

Cure, use a decoction of Sajataparna. 

18. Majjdmeha. The urine in this form is like the colour ot 

rowrow, nnd appears as if mixed with it. It is discharged fre- 


** 19.^ Kandrameha. The urine is astringent and sweet to the 

taste. It has a troubled appearance. ... - . 

20. HasUmeha. In this disease there is an incontinence of unne, 
which is discharged involuntary. It appears mixed with fat. 

The unfavourable symptoms of the above varieties of disease arc 
when they are congenital j when the seven forms ot diseased air, bile, 
and phlegm are present ; when accompanied with a great discharge of 
the humors ; when accompanied with large deep-seated abcesses ; and 
when accompanied with Maihumeka, or sweet uriue. Ihem fom» 
dertroy the patient. All hereditary diseases being incurable, the 
eongenitJ form, are such. All these different forms of Prameha 
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if not properly treated^ terminate in Madhumha^ or sweet urine, 
and they are then incurable. 

The following forms of Frameha may be cured ; when the urine 
is of the natural colour, is neither shining on the surface, nor 
white; .and is of the usual taste, or is bitter and pungent. The 
following eruptions and abscesses may occur in the course of this 
disease in joints, and in yital or sensible parts ; as the temples, or 
where there is much muscle. 

1. Sardbika; with a central hollow, with high edges. 

2. KachchhapOci are hot, and are in the form of a turtle, in ap- 
pearance. 

3. Jwalini is hot, and part appears irregular in its sur- 
face. 

4. Binaid eruption is of a blue colour, and is accompanied with 
severe pain. It appears in the back or abdomen, and ill accompanied 
with a copious secretion of urine. 

5. Alagi is of a red and dark colour, in spots. 

6. Maaurikd is of a small figure with a central depression of a 
ydlow colour. 

7« Sarsapika is of a light yellow colour, and has the figure of 
mustard seed. 

8. Patimi is elevated, and is surrounded with small eruptions. 

9. Biddrikd like a bulbous root, hard, and hot. 

10. Bridadi is a kind of abscess ; and will be considered in 
another chapter. 

These various forms of eruptions may be produced by the de- 
rangements of fat without the presence of Prameha ; and they are 
not observable until they have arrived at their full size, as it does not 
affect the pulse, &c. 'When they appear about the anus, breast, 
head, shoulders, back, and other sensible or vital parts, and if 
accompanied vrith bad symptoms they are dangerous. When boils, 
are severe, and the internal heat is diminished, the physician 
is to give the case over as desperate. At the termination of the 
eruption, when there is thirst, . cough, sloughing of the flesh, 
fainting, hiccough, delirium, slight fever, erysipelas in the temples, 
and the other sensible parts are very painful, so that the patient 
cannot be moved, the case will be fatal. Females are not liable 
to these diseases, ashy the monthly discharge the body and humors 
are purified. 

sT^eatmenU There are two kinds of Prameha; one of which 
is congenital, and the other is produced by the use of bad food. 
In the first form the patient be^mes weak, thin, and the surfoce 
of the body is roug^« He eats much, and is always thirsty and 
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restless. In the second kind, or that produced by bad food, the 
patient becomes fat, eats much, the surface of the body is smooth 
and oily, and he is always sitting and sleepy. 

In the first form give nourishing food, and in the second light 
food, with occasional fasting. In both forms the following articles 
are to be avoided, all kind of wines, milk, especially curdled milk, 
oil, ghee, sugar, or sweet cakes, and acid drink. The flesh of 
domestic or amphibious animals are to bo avoided, and the various 
kinds of fish. The patient is to use good old rice, barley, and 
flour, he should eat the different kinds of beans and peas, bitter 
and astringent vegetables, the flesh of wild animals without fat or 
ghee. Tlie treatment should be oily purgatives, as castor oil. This 
is to be followed by the exhibition of emetics. If there is much 
pain or scalding, give him antiphlogistic remedies, with the juice 
of Emblic myrobalan, tamarinds, ^and honey. The physician should 
also exhibit tonics and astringents, should drink sharhats con- 
taining honey, liquorice, and an acid fruit called Kapitta, with pow- 
dered black-pepper, and ashes of the dung of camels and asses. 
When the urine is increased much in quantity the patient should 
take prolonged exercise, as by walking and riding on horse-hack, 
or on elephants. He should also drink different kinds of tinctures, 
particularly those with preparations of iron. 

Tor the cure of BasAmeha^ use a decoction of the bark of 
Agnimanta or Simapu, (a tree,) Kadrameha, with Katiki, and 
betel-nuts. 

In the cure of IJastimeha use a decoction made of Tindika, 
Kapitta. Sirisa, Paldsa, Fata, Murbd, with honey. Another 
remedy is the ashes of the hones of elephants, horses, asses, and 


camels. 

Samarogd or Balmmuira, is a disease only mentioned ui modern 
books, most probably by its being classified as a variety of Prameha. 
Some manuscripts state that it is a disease peculiar to woman and 
is probably mistaken for Lucorcah, although generally considered 
to be Diabetes.**' 

It is produced by excessive venery, grief, much exertion, and 
poison. In this disease all the humors are deranged, and pass 
through the vessels of the urinary passages ; and are discharged 
copiously, without pain, and pure like water. The woman becomes 
suddenly, and the discharge of urine becomes involuntary. 
The patient becomes uneasy with giddiness, and 
palate become dry, followed by fainUng and dehnum. The skin is 
dry and rough, with great tlurst. , - * , 

. See ChikiM Ratnan-pruha. or the jewels of treatment. 

2 V 2 
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The treatment consists in eating ripe plantains ; in taking the 
fresh juice of Emblic mjrrobalan mixed with honey, powdered 
mdskaldi, liquorice^ bdddm, honey, ghee, and milk. The carbonate 
of iron and sulphurate of mercury is likewise recommended with 
honey ; or the seeds of the wild tig with honey. Different 
other vegetable mixtures are also recommended with ghee in this 
disease. 

a. Suppression of Urine, (Mutraghdta.) 

The derangements of air, bile, and phlegm in the bladder pro- 
duce the thirteen forms of this disease. 

Batakundalikd, This disease is produced by eating dry articles 
of food, by retention of the natural discharges ; by which the air 
is deranged in the bladder, which mixes with the urine producing 
pain, and they turn round in a circle, and the urine is retained, or it 
is discharged in drops. The perspn is very fearful in this disease. 

Astila. When the air is deranged between the rectum and blad- 
der it forms a large ball like a stone (prostate gland ?) and produces 
suppression of the urine, faeces, and air ; and is accompanied with 
swelling in the bladder and much pain. This disease is also called 
BdtastUa, 

Batabastu When an ignorant person stops the evacuation of 
the urine or dejections, which deranges the air stops up the neck 
of the bladder, and produces retention. This disease produces pain 
in the pelvis, and in the sides ; which from is cured with much 
difficulty. 

When a person allows the urine to flow for some time, and then 
stops, it produces the disease called MvtrdUta, or retention, when 
the urine is only discharged in small quantities. 

When urine is retained by such causes as produced the same 
effect as the retention of air, which is situated near the rectum, 
it produces swelling of the abdomen, with much pain under the 
umbiliacus. This disease is called Mutrajathara, 

When the urine stops by impediments in the urethra, near the 
gkns penis or elsewhere ; or when expelled with great force mixed 
with blood, sometimes with much pain, in other cases with no pain, 
this variety is called Muirasanga, 

When the body is dried up by the free use of stimulants, and dry 
food, and great fatigue, the air and bile are deranged in the bladder, 
and the urine, which becomes scanty is of a black colour, and pro- 
duces severe pain and heat. This disease is called Mutrakia. 

When there is a small hard round ball at the neck of the bladder, 
accompanied with much pain, it may prevent the passage of the 
urine, and produce the symptoms of stone, it is called MufragrintL 
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When at the proper time urine is not discharged, and the patient 
hw connection with woman, the semen is disdiarged with the 
urine, sometimes before, and in other cases after the urine. This 
urine is of a white colour, as if mixed with chalk, and the disease 
is called Mutramkra. 

When violent exercise is taken, as in fighting, travelling, or great 
heat, the bile is deranged in the , bladder with air, which passes 
mixed with urine, and produces a burning pain in the bladder, penis, 
and anus. The urine becomes yellow as if mixed with tamarinds, or 
blood ; it is discharged with difficulty, and is called Vmahdta. 

When deranged air produces this disease it is accompanied with 
great pain and heat, on its being discharged. 

When the urine is yellow from bile, it causes in its passage a 
burning pain in the part, and there is much sediment. 

When phlegm produces the disease the urine is white, like the 
powder of shells, and is of different consistence : this variety is 
called Muirakaadda, 

When the body is very dry and weak, and the faeces is collected 
for some time, it may be evacuated with the urine, have the smell 
of faeces, and pass with difficulty and much paiu. This is most 
probably the recto- vaginal fistula, which is only described in modern 
books and is called Bierbigdta. 


b. Strangury y {Mutrakrichehhra,^) 

This disease is produced by wrestling, or other violent kinds of 
exercise, hot spices, dry food, wines„ excessive venery, riding on 

horseback very quickly eating the flesh of tlie buffaloes, of the 
rhinoceros, &c., or other indigestable food ; another cause is eating 
too frequently, or it may be produced by bod digestion. 

There are eights forms of this disease. The derangements of air, 
bile and phlegm separately or combined, when they occur in the 
bladder, produte this and diseases in the urinary passages, when 
the urine is dkcharged with pain. This disease is also produced by 
injiries of fte parts, by ooostipation of the bowels, and! by 
calculi. 

]. Whan the deranged air produces the disease it causes severe 
pain in the pelvai, in the testicles, and in the penis. The patient 
has a frc«|innt desire for making water, and the urine passes in 
drops aeoonqpauied with pain. 

2. When the the part is deranged the urine is of a yellow 
• ikom Mutrmy urine, and Krkkruy sloar and poinfuL 
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or red colour. There is much scalding or burning pain in the pas- 
sages; the urine is discharged in small quantities frequently, 
accompanied with heat and uneasiness. 

3. When the phlegm is deranged the pelvis, bladder, urinary 
passages, and testicles feel heavy ; they are swelled, and the 
urine is cold, shining like oil, and soon dries up. 

4. When the air, bile, and phlegm are deranged the separate 
symptoms of each variety appear in the same person, and is cured 
with difficulty. 

5 . Salajah, When the parts are injured by external violence, 
the disease is accompanied with much pain, followed by other 
symptoms of deranged air. 

6. Sahripratikatajah^ when the bowels are very costive, from 
idr being deranged, it is accompanied with much swelling and pain 
in the abdomen, with difficulty in mictirition. 

7. Asarijah is produced by calculi, with a difficulty and pain 
in mictirition. 

When a person runs quickly or jumps, is much fatigued, is fast- 
ing, or the part is injured, the bladder rises out of the pelvis of a 
round form, and large like the gravel uterus. It is accompanied 
with much pain and moves from side to side, and the urine is very 
hot, and passes in drops. If the swelling is pressed, above the pubis, 
the urine passes easily, and in a continued stream. When the per- 
son cannot move, it is called Bastikundaluy and is a severe and dan- 
gerous disease. 

When bile produces the disease it is incurable ; when phlegm 
it may be cured, especially if it continues to be discharged, except 
in the case of “ Kundali hdtaP When the bladder is round 
above pelvis, with thirst and insensibility and noisy breathing, it is 
incurable. 

Treatment, Different kinds of diuretics, alkalis, honey, wines, 
fomentations and injections, &c., are recommended in this disease. 

The seeds of cucumbers bruised, and taken with salt and vinegar, 
or wine with salt, rum with animal flesh and honey, saffron with 
water and honey, different sharbats with acid fruits, especially 
pomegranate, the fresh juice of the dung of asses with the decoction 
of Abayd, DehddrUf Murba, and Madhuka, 

Cold water is to be given to drink with the juice of grapes, salt- 
petre, and other salts in water are to be used, and the body is to be 
anointed with oil, fomentations, and purgatives. 

8. Sarajah, when the semen is affected by deranged humors, 
and carried into the passage of the urine, it is discharged with 
much difficulty and pain. 
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9. Atari and Sahara produced by atone or gravel. They arc 
produced by the same causes, and the symptoms of both arc the 
same. When the stone is broken and dried up with bile and air, it 
is discharged through the urethra. When stone is retained in the 
bladder, it forms the peculiarity of the two diseases. 

In Sakard there is shivering with severe pain in the chest and 
sides, loss of appetite, and fainting. This is followed by a fit of 
strangury, which is a severe disease, the pain being only mitigated 
when the urine is not discharged, and the suffering is very acute, 
as the gravel is passing through the urethra. 

The treatment will vary according to the humor particularly de- 
ranged. The medicines prescribed for stone are to be given in this 
disease, with a preparation of ghee, oil, and fat, with a decoction of 
Shadansktrd, 

Aaahiet, 

Kumhhi, 

Apushd, 

Kantikdri, (Prickly nightshade,) 

Bald, (Sida cordifolia,) 

Shatdbari, 

Bdsnd, (Mimosa octandra,) 

Baruna, (Capparis trifoliata,) 

Girikarnikd, 

These are to be taken internally and used as glysters, and as 
injections into the urethra. 

Another remedy to alleviate the pain is prepared by the juice of 
Sadanstra with jagry, and milk. A diuretic mixture called Tri- 
nddu panchaka made by the decoction of the root of sugar-cane, the 
roots of 

Kueha, (species of grass,) 

Kdsha, (Sacchamm spontaneum,) 

Shara, (Sacchamm Sarah,) and 
JJthara, (Khuskhus.) 

These are to be mixed with sugar and taken frequently. 

When bile is deranged give purgatives, with the juice of sugar- 
cane]; grapes, and milk. A decoction of Sarasdda or Bamdda pre- 
pared with oil. Barley water is to be given as drink. 

When phlegm is much deranged, prepare oil with the above de- 
coetiona. When the three humors are deranged, the three kinds^ 
of medidnea above stated are to be used conjointly as a mixture. : 

When produced by external injuries employ the usual treatment 

for sueh injuries. . , , . , j 

In all t hese forms fomentations and warm bathing should be used. 
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e. Vnnary Calculi^ (JshmaH,) 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged it produces different 
forms of calculi; and another kind is produced from semen. 
Phlegm is the chief cause of the disease in all its different forms. 

This disease is produced in those who live on hard indigestable 
food, and do not use evacuating remedies, by which the phlegm is 
deranged, and mixmg with urine passes into the bladder and forms 
the stone. 

Others suppose that the calculi are produced by collections of the 
impurities of the urine which sink down and form, by being dried 
with the internal fire, calculi in the bladder. Others suppose they 
are formed as hailstones are formed in the sky. 

This disease is ushered in by pain in the bladder, especially in 
its neck, scrotum, and penis. In some cases languor and fever are 
present, and the urine has the smell of goat’s urine. When formed 
the pain is in the umbiliacus, bladder, perineum, penis, particu- 
larly during mictirition. The urine does not pass in a stream, but 
in drops : it also stops suddenly. It is sometimes mixed with 
blood, in other cases it is clear or mixed with gravel. The pain is 
increased by walking, jumping, and riding. 

Four different forms of this disease are observed. The following 
are the peculiarities of each form. 

When produced by air it is always accompanied with deranged 
phlegm, and this forms the stone. This stops near the neck of the 
bladder, and suddenly impedes the flow of urine ; and is accompa- 
nied with much pain. To assist the evacuation of the urine the 
patient presses the parts particularly the umbiliacus, penis, and 
anus. The colour of the calculi are black, rough, and unequal ; 
and are surrounded with elevations like the kadam. 

Bile. In chis case the bile being mixed with deranged phlegm, 
become a thick mass, increases in size, passes to the neck of the 
bladder, and prevents the passage of the urine. In the bladder there 
is a burning pain, as if produced by the application of heat. The air 
flrom the anus is hot, and the stone is yellow and sometimes red, 
black, or greyish, and resembles the stone of the marking-nut.*^ 

Phlegm. A person who eats much of those articles of diet 
which produce diseases of phl^m is liable to have this form of 
stone. In such cases the phlegm becomes thick, and a stone is 
formed in the bladder. It produces a sudden stop of the flow of 
the urine, with severe pain in the bladder, and the person feels as 
if beaten. The bladder feels heavy, and cool ; and the stone is 
white, shining, laigeb like the appearance of a hen’s egg. 
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The fourtli kind of stone is produceil by excesses in veneiy. or by 
the stoppage of semen which collects between the scrotum and 
penis. There it dries, and stops the passage of urine. This produces 
pain in bladder and scrotum, and a difficulty in mictirition. In 
such cases the scrotum sometimes swells. 

The three first forms frequently attack children, and old people ; 
by sleeping during the day. and using improper food and sweetmeats. 
The stone is easily extracted in the young, as the parts are small. 
In old people the disease is produced by derangements of air, bile, 
and phlegm. 

Treatment When stone is threatened, giicc and other like sub- 
stances are to be used, and will prevent its formation. 

Stone is a dangerous disc.asc, beit^ like i.oison, or thunder. 
When recent it may be cured by medicines ; hut wiicu of long stand- 
iiig an operation is required. 

In the beginning give difTcrent dcooctions and preparations of 
medicines, wliich dissolve the calculi} as PMnUmhi, Basuka, Ba. 
shera, Askmantaka, Sotdbari, Shivmlmhtr/t, Brihntiy K(nitakdn\ &c. 
These decoctions are most useful wh^n air is particularly diseased. 

When bile is deranged, several dilfereiit decoctions are to be used. 
The same is observed, when the calculi is produced by dcrangfil 
phlegm. In all forms of this disease diuretics are to be used. If 
not cured by the above, an operation is to be performed, which » 
difficult and dangerous. It is cousequently jiropcr tliat the sauc- 
tion of the nijd be obtained to its performance. 

The operation of Liikotomy, — The person should take ghcc inter- 
nally, for several days, witli aperients. If very robust lie should 
be reduced in strength. When the operation is to be performed; 
collect the necessary instruments, offer up prayers, and speak kind- 
ly and encouragingly to the patient. He is to sit on a table sup- 
ported by a person behind, while his legs and arms arc raised, and 
tied by proper bandages. The abdomen is to be well rubbed to 
make the stone descend. Two fingers of the left hand, well oiled, arc 
to be introduced into the rectum, and the stone felt and brought 
down. Should the patent faint at this stage of the operation, it 
should not be proceeded in, as he will in this case die. An incision 
is then to be made on the left side of the perineum, a barley corn in 
breadth from the raphe, and carried down to the stone. The incision 
is to be larger in proportion to the size of the stone, and in other 
cases it may be made on the right side avoiding always the raphe. 
If there be more th an one stone be careful to remove them aU* 

Care s ho w ld be taken not to break the stone, nor^^to leave any 
bdiiad, as it will in such o case agidn form. These smalt 
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pieces should be removed with a schoop called Agrahahra. During 
the operation the practitioner should carefully avoid the raphe, 
the seminal canals, the vessels of the spermatic cord, the anus, and 
the rectum. If the seminal canals, or the spermatic vessels are 
wounded, the person will become impotent. Wounds of the vagina 
and raphe, will produce much distressing pain. 

In females the bladder is sit0ated near the uterus, and care must 
therefore be taken not to thrust the knife directly forward, as it 
will wound the uterus, and the urine will pass through the vagina, 
forming a fistula. 

The wounds of the bladder are always difficult to heal up. 

After the stone has been removed, place the patient in a hip 
bath of warm water, to promote perspiration, and to prevent the ac- 
cumulation of blood in the bladder. When this collection of blood 
takes place inject a decoction of Kshirabrikska (Ficus Indica) by 
means of a syringe. To heal the urinary passages ; give sherbats, 
over the wound honey and ghee are to be rubbed ; and remedies are 
to be exhibited to render the urine pure, such as barley with warm 
ghee twice a day for three days ; after this time give sugar, rice, and 
milk in small quantities for ten days. Then take acid fruits, vnth the 
broth smade of the flesh of game animals for ten days, and for ten 
more days promote perspiration by warm fomentations with oil and 
ghee. The wound is to be cleaned with the decoction of the Kshira- 
hriksha tree, and other astringent medicines are to be mixed and 
l^aced in the wound. Oil and turmerick is also used with much 
benefit. If the wound does not heal up, and the urine does not pass 
by the natural passages, the actual cautery is to be applied. When 
the urine passes by the natural passages give sweet decoctions in 
the form of glysters. 

When the calculi produced by semen cannot be dislodged from 
the urethra by pressure ; an incision is to be made over them, and 
the calculi is to be removed by the assistance of a hook. 

After the operation of Lythotomy connexion with women should 
be avoided for a year, as also riding on horse-back, on elephants, or 
in carriages ; avoid at the same time swimming in water, or eating 
indigestable articles of food. 


Oroer II. 

DUeases qfthe mmU Orgwu of Generation* 

Dieeaeee of the Serohm {BfidM!).^Thete are seven varieties 
of swelling of the lerotum {wodneed by air, bile, phlq;m, blood. 
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fiit, uriae, and by the descent of the intestine. Any of those 
deranged n.ny produce the swtdling of the scrotum, or 

the testicle. The bowel only causes the swelling of the scro- 
tuin. The preceding symptoms are pains in the loins, pelvic 
region, and penis, followed by the swelling of the scrotum. 

Symptoms, When the swelling is produced by deranged air the 
scrotum is extended as a bag of air, the surface is rough, and the 
peculiar pain produced by air is felt in the scrotum. 

When produced by bile the swelling is red like the red fig, has a 
burning sensation and is accompanied with fever. In this form 
suppuration soon takes place. 

When caused by diseased phlegm, the swelling is hard, is not 
painful, the surface is cool, it is itchy, and is not accompanied with 
fever. 

Produced by blood the swelling is surrounded with black tubercles, 
and is accompanied with the symptoms of bile. 

Fat produces the disease which is characterized by softness, 
shining, itchiness, and little pain. It becomes like the fruit of the 
palm tree ; that is rough and tuberculated. 

The form produced by urine (yellow serum), collected between 
the testicle and its external covering, moves like a hag of water. 

The last form is hernia which is produced by carrying heavy 
weights, by fighting with strong persons, falling or jumping, and 
the like. By such causes air is deranged which propels the in- 
testine downwards, it remains in the groin, and if not treated for 
some days it descends still lower, and produces a swelling of the 
scrotum. The tumor is oblong, and when pressed it passes up- 
wards with a peculiar noise, and again descends when the pressure 
is removed. 

Treatment, With th^ exception of the last form, this disease is 
to be treated as follows : — 

In all these diseases riding on horse-back, sexual connexion, seden- 
tary employment, and indigestable food are to be avoided. When pro- 
duced by air, give the patient oleaginous food, and anoint his body. 
The parts are then to be fomented, and then give purgatives, espe- 
cially castor-oil and milk. This treatment is to be continued for one 
month. The patient’s diet should be broth made of wild animals, 
rice, and occasional glysters. If the swelling does not decrease by 
these means, apply poultices, and when it suppurates evacuate the 
pus, taking care to avoid the raphe of the scrotum. The treat- 
ment is then to be the same as that of abscesses in general. 

When the disease is caused by bile, and if it docs not suppurate, 
it is to be treated, os other swdiiiigs produced by bile. If it snp- 
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purnles cvaoimte the pus, auJ npply lioucy and ghee. Alter thib 
use such poultices ns promote the healiug action of the jinrt. 

When produced by blood apply leeches, give purgatives witli 
honey and sugar ; after which it is to be treated as swellings pro- 
duced by bile. 

When the disease is produced by diseased phlegm apply pressure 
with stimulants mixed with urine. If it suppurates, open it, and 
use such applications as will clear and heal the abscess. 

Ill swellings when produced hyfat, foment the part, and apply 
such poultices as will make the swelling be absorbed, such as 
SaroaddL 

This is to be mixed with urine, and applied hot to the part. Sur- 
round the upper part of the scrotum with a bandage, and remove the 
lower and walled parts, taking care to preserve the testes and the 
raphe. Then apply a mixture of the sulphate of iron and rock salt 
to the wound, over which a bandage is to be applied. When the 
wound is clean apply prepared oil to heal it. 

Mutrabriddhi (hydrocele). — Apply the same bandage as above re- 
commended, then at the low'er part of the side of the raphe a 
trocar is to be introduced. Leave the canula in the wound, and 
when the fluid is discharged, apply a tight bandage round the 
scrotum. 

Antrabriddhi (Hernia) is incurable, unless when it is recent and 
situated in the groin, when it is to be treated in the same way as 
when the swelling is produced by air, that is by fomentations and 
oleaginous purgatives. When by these means the gut has been 
returned into the abdomen, the groin is to be cauterized (hj a half 
mpon cautery) over the part where the tumor was situated. In 
diseases of the scrotum it is also recommended that the skin of the 
right or left great toe be divided, according as the swelling is on the 
right or left side, and the wound is to be cauterized. This super- 
stition is followed from the supposed connexion with tlie vessels of 
the scrotum and of the foot, and is intended to prevent the recur- 
rence of the disease. It is still generally followed, and rings are 
also worn on the great toe, for the same purpose. 

Bmhanakachchhu, (itchiuess of the scrotum This is a 

common and troublesome disease. Medical authors say that it is 
produced by not attending to cleanliness, by which the perspiration 
is accumulated, which irritates and produces an eruption on the 
part. Thi^ sometimes degenerate into sores. The treatment con- 
sists in deaning the part well, and applying simple ointment pre- 
pared with wax and braised mustard seed, and S'atrak (a small seed 
Kke aniseed) ; these are mixed» strained, and applied to the part. 
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2nd. Diseasea of the Penis. These consist of sores on the genital 
organs, phymosis and pharymosis, stricture of the urethra, in- 
flammation of the penis,' and itnpotency. 


Sores on the genital Organs, (Upadangsha,*) 

These diseases are supposed to be produced by Tnechaiiical injuries 
of the part, want of cleanliness, and washing with impure wateri 
after sexual intercourse. It is also produced by impure connexion, 
excessive venery, and the stimulants sometimes employed to enlarge 
the penis. There are five different forms of these sores, which are 
distinguished from each other by their colour, and the nature of 
the discharge. These are : 

1. Bdtika, characterised by the black colour of the pustules 
(primary), by the lancinating pain, and i^hite discharge. 

2. Paittika is distinguished by the redness of the pustules, by 
the burning pain, and bloody discharge from the part. 

3. Shleshmi/ca. In this form the pustules is larger, and are 
attended with an itching sensation, iflie discharge is white, and 


thick. 

4. Sannipdtika. This is a complicated form of the disease, 
in which the above symptoms appear. It is considered in- 
curable. 

5. Agantuka, or accidental injuries of the organs of generation. 
In this description no secondary symptoms of syphilis are men- 
tioned. The description is confined entirely to the primary sores. 
The unfavourable symptoms of this .oca disease is confined to tlie 
suppuration, sloughing, and destruction of the penis, ^d to the 
generation of worms in the sores. In such cases the disease was 
supposed to be incurable. 

It is stated that these sores should be treated by an ignorant per- 
son. or should the person continue to have intercourse with women, 
he wai die ; from the sloughing of the parU, and the irritative fever 
which accompanies it. 

Another local disease of the genitals is named Mtnguharti (warts) 
and consists in excrescences near the vagina, between the scrotnin 
and penis, or corona glandis. They appear crop after crop, and 
a cock’s comb ; they are without pain, and are cured with 

diseases of the genitals is at 

the Ll disease, mid give the «nne intemrily. to promote pernp."- 
• From vpo, near; and dangsha, biting. 



S74 


tion. Open a vein of the penis, or apply leeches to that oigan, so 
as to remove any unhealthy humors tnat may be there ; and for 
the same purpose administer strong purgatives and emetics. For 
the former medicine, glysters may be substituted when the patient 
is weak. The parts are next to be fomented, and then appl^ to them 
poultices of flour, mixed with the powder of the castor-oil seed. 

Paittika, In this variety apply fomentations of milk and water, 
sugar and water, or honey and water. The following poultices are 
then to be applied : — ^Take of 

Gairika, (yellow earth,) 

Anjanay (sulphate of antimony,) 

Lukarna, 

S&rihdy (Echites frutescens,) 

Jashtimadhuy (liquorice,) 

Ushiray 

Kushay (grass,) 

Padmakoy (a fragrant wood,) 

Sandal-wood and water-lily. 

Mix these together with ghee and use it as a poultice. 

Shleshmika is produced by a diseased state of the phlegm in the 
part, and is treated by fomenting with a decoction made of the bark of 
Sdloy (Sal tree,) 

Aahwakamay (a kind of Sala tree,) and 
Dhaba, (Grislea tomemtosa.) 

The same barks may be mixed with wine and mustard oil, and 
used as a poultice. 

By thus employing bleeding and other antiphlogistic means, 
according to the nature of the case ; by the use of fomentations and 
poultices, with the assistance of emetics and purgatives, this disease 
will be most easily cured. Washing the sores with astringent 
decoctions, will also be found of much use. Much care is required 
in the treatment^ when accompanied with sloughing or suppuration 
of the parts. In this case the abscess is to be immediately opened, 
as soon as it is discovered ; and then apply til, honey, and ghee» A 
fomentation of the leaves of 

Karabira, (Oleander,) 

JdUy (Jasmin,) and 

Arakbada, (Cassia fistula,) is then to be applied to 
the part. Various mixtures of powders are recommended to be applied 
with honey to these sores of the genitals. The following may be 
given as an example. Take of 

SmarMra (a kind of earth,) 

Gaeriia, 
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Tute, (sulphate of copper,) 

Puakpaka, (sulphate of zinc,) 

Kaiistty (sulphate of iron,) 

Saindhahay (rock-salt.) 

These, and other medicines of the same kind, with various 
astringent powders and decoctions, are used. When the disease is 
produced by a derangement of the three humors the treatment re- 
commended for foul ulcers is to be followed. If the parts have 
sloughed, or gangrene has taken place, the dead part is to be sepa- 
rated, the actual cautery applied, and the part is to be dressed with 
honey and ghee. 


History of Syphilis 

The history of Syphilis is so peculiar, and various opinions as 
to its origin has produced so much discussion iu Europe, that I 
shall here add a few remarks on the subject. 

From the above account of these diseases of the genital or- 
gans, as given in the ancient Sanskrit writings, it appears that 
there were only five, or rather six, varieties of local sores to which 
they were liable. These are stated to have been produced by inju- 
ries, or other causes of irritation, such as want of cleanliness, &c. ; 
which are quite sufficient to account for the varieties of these sores, 
and resemble those recorded by the Jews. They are quite different 
from the peculiar disease known by the name of syphilis, or the 
venereal disease. The history of this disease in Europe affords the 
explanation of these peculiarities. 

The veneral disease, as it now appears in its characteristic local 
and general features, seems to have been unknown before the return 
of CJolumbus to Spain, after the discovery of America (1494), when 
the sailors introduced the disease into Spain. Astruc asserts, on the 
authority of Oviedo, the historian, and of many contemporary physi- 
cians, who flourished a short time after that period, that the disease 
was communicated to the Spaniards by the Indian women of His- 
paniola, when Columbus first arrived in that country ; and they, in 
their turn, communicated it to their country-women. 

In like manner, Sapelvida, a Spaniard, who flourished towards the 
middle of the sixteenth century, asserts, « ex-Barbaricarum mulieram 
consuetudine Hispani inorbum contraxerunt." In the course of a 
year or two afterwards (1495) Ferdinand, king of Spain, sen^n 
army under the command of the great Gonsalva de Cordova to the 
assistance of the Neapolitans, at that time engaged in a war with the 
French. The Spaniards infected the Neapolitans, who communica- 
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k'd the disease to the French. As tney had not had the disease 
before they attributed it to the climate, and called it the ** Mai de 
Naples.” The Neapolitans, as much astonished as the Frendi, and 
treating them as the hostile power, imagined that they had brought 
it to the country, and called it the French disease. 

I regret not having had an opportunity of referring to a late 
work entitled “ Lettere mlla Storia de mail Fenerei, di Donnnko 
Thiene, Venezia, 1823 in which Mr. Prescott states " that the 
author has assembled all the early notices of the disease of any 
authority, and discussed their import with great integrity and 
judgment.”* This classic historian supposes that this loathsome 
disease was not brought from America ; — but his evidence does not 
appear to me to be conclusive ; particularly when the low state of 
the medical profession, at the time, is considered, and the mild 
form in which this disgusting disease may be supposed to have 
appeared among the abstemious natives of America, in a fine tropical 
climate. Besides the active and healthy sailors of the expedition 
were obliged to live on farinacious food and vegetables, which would 
prevent the disease appearing in a virulent form so as to attract their 
particular notice ; and explains the reason of the silence of Colum- 
bus and his son, on the subject of this loathsome disease in their 
correspondence. Nor can we suppose that the disease would Imj 
noticed until it began to commit ravages in its epidemic form. 
Before this occurred there is no description of this peculiar disease, 
previous to the discovery of ximerica ; nor could it be^ expected that 
such writers would trace it to its origin, until more attention was 
called to the nature of the disease. During such an age we can 
easily understand how the disease should be rapidly propagated 
over. Europe wheu introduced into an army of mercinary soldiers, 
composed of nearly c/ery nation of Europe, who thus conveyed 
the infection with them on their return to their respective homes ; 
and explains many circumstances related of its progress in diiferent 
countries. It was from the great intercourse at that time subsist- 
ing between the French and Scots that the disease first appeared in 
Scotland, and it was not until a year afterwards that it ap- 
peared in England. Astruc assigns another cause in the licen- 
tious manners of the age, for the rapid spreading of the venereal 
disease, on its first appearance in Europe. So much was this the 
case that Popes, Cardinals, Bishops, and the lesser dignitaries of 
the Church, were alike its victims. All ranks, and few ages were 
exempt from the disease. 

* See his Histoiy of the n^n of Ferdinand and Isabella, voL iii. p. 
50 ; London, 1838. 
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boon after the appearance of the disease in Europe its ravages 
extended over a considerable part of Asia and Africa, as well as 
Europe.* This is stated by Fracastorio, who flourished nt the close 
of the fifteenth century, was an eye witness of the extensive pro- 
gress of the disease ; and from his high medical reputation, and resi- 
dence almost on the spot of its first appearance, and more largely 
engaged in the cure of it than any physician in his day, had tlic 
best opportunities of judging of the nature of the disease. He says, 
that the disease first appeared in central Europe and extended its 
ravages from France to Great Britain, where it got the name of tlie 
French disease ; and still approaching towards the East, it was cal- 
led, Armani danah from which country it extended to Persia, 
where Mir Bahad Daula Nur Baxsh was said to have been the first 
who described and treated the disease. From Persia it advanced 
into Hindustan, where it is still known by its Persian name ; Nar 
Fdrsi Persian pox ; or Jumra blotches ; or from 

its peculiar symptoms A’ tshak nocturnal fire; disease 

of foreigners, strangers, more especiidfy of Europeans. Soon after 
(A. H. 1 ) 50 ) in the time of Timur lang, emperor of Persia, Amir 
Imdmdin Muhammad Shiidai wrote a short treatise on the venereal 
disease ; in which he declares it to have been of recent origin, 
and, with the exception of Nur Buxsh is stated to have been the first 
whowirrote correctly on the subject. 

The same evidence is afforded by the Hindu writers. We have 
seen that the early writers gave minute and characteristic descrip- 
tions of the usual local diseases of these organs ; and what is remark- 
able, syphilis has not got a Sanskrit name, but is named from tiie 
Europeans, who first visited these shores. This was more readily 
adopted, as the presence of the disease conveyed a feeling of disgust 
and reproach. It is in the modem Sanskrit compilations, such as 
BkdbapraMsa, where the disease is named the “ Fannpi Roga^^ or 
Portuguese disease. In this work the disease is characterized by all 
the symptoms of secondary syphilis, as detailed by European authors-; 
such as cutaneous eruptions, and affections of the bones, particularly 
♦hose of the nose and palate. In these modern works syphilis is 
divided into three varieties ; one of which is characterized by the ap- 
pearance of cutaneous eruptions, the second by diseases of the bonea ; 
and in the third variety both the skin and bones are affected.t 

• £mrop&0A ferfe ononwii Asi® v©rftf &t(]u6 A.fnc96f p&rtciD noD pftrvmi 
occupavit -.—see de emUagiosis taorbis. 

John of Vigo, in 1514, finrt deucribed venereal exoetoeia «id caries. 

f It » curioo. that BMbaprabiM does not apeak of the primary eymp- 

2 Y 
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The disease is attributed to connection with the Portuguese, whether 
male or female, and it was supposed that it could only be cured by 
the use of mercury. The same author likewise states that after the 
mercurial treatment has been completed, Topchim, or China-root, 
must be administered to complete the cure. 

We have thus a disease presenting characteristic appearances, 
and of peculiar virulence, without a Sanskrit name — not even 
mentioned by the ancient Hindu medical writers ; and still called 
by the name of the people who first visited these shores from 
Europe. But as the disease was ^also introduced into Hindus- 
t&n from the south-east by the Porthguese, it was called the Portu- 
guese or European (faringhx) disease ; and likewise from Persia in 
the north-west, when the disease was named the “ Persian pox.” 
It was only after the disease was introduced from the north and 
south of Hindustan, that an account is recorded of the character- 
istic disease, by modern compilers, including both the local and con«- 
stitutional symptoms. Hence it would appear that this disease was 
introduced from America to Europe and Asia, as the small-pox 
and measles seem to have first appeared in Asia, from whence 
they spread, and committed such ravages in Africa, Europe, and 
America. 

The following proofs may be thus adduced of the venereal disease 
having been brought from America : — 

1st. The opinion of ancient authors who have left us minute 
descriptions of disease, such as Moses, Charaka, Suskruta, Hip* 
pocrateSy Celsusy &c., not having mentioned the venereal disease. 
Local sores on the genitals, and even the occurrence of buboes, &c. 
being no proof of the presence of this disease, without its specific 
secondary symptoms. Any irritating cause applied to the genitals 
would produce local sores, and if not properly attended to would in- 
flame the inguinal glands $ as sores on the feet are often found to 
produce the same swellings. 

2nd. The consternation into which all Europe was thrown by 
the rapid progress of this fearful disease. Like all new disease^ 
soon after its introduction into Europe, by the followers of Colum- 
bus, it spread in the most alarming manner ; or like that leprosy 
from the east, which at one time filled the Lazar-houses of Europe 
with its victims. Masses, prayers, and alms, were offered up to 
avert the anger of offended heaven ; as the superstitious notions of 
the age made people believe that it was a dispensation from God, 

toms of Syphilis ; probably from their not being considered as of con- 
sequence, or as having a connection with each 'other. 



to correct the licentious, and wicked manners of the times. The 
seTcritj of a new disease when it occurs in a country is seen in the 
visits of the smalhpox, to islands, and distant countries ; as occurred 
in the Mauritius in our day, and committed such dreadful ravages 
at first, and slowly appeared to wear itself out. Such was the case 
with Syphilis when it first appeared in Europe, compared with the 
inittigated symptoms of the prese.nt times. This is certainly in 
part owing to our following a better plan of treatment, but still more 
to this disease being of a less virulent nature than before. 

3rd. The progress of the syphilitic disease indicates that it was 
first brought to Spain, from whence it spread over Europe, Africa, 
and Asia. 

4th. The analogy of other diseases prove that new diseases may 
so appear, and spread as the small-pox, measles, &e. from Asia ; and 
perhaps the croup and sweating sickness of Britain, &c. 


ParibarttiM—Vhymosh. This disease is produced by pressure, 
or external injuries, by which the prepuce is swollen by the diseased 
air, and covers the glans. When it remains swollen, hard, and very 
painful, the inflammation sometimes passes to suppuration. 

Pariphymosis. When much force is used during 
connection with a young girl, or when the prepuce is forced back with 
force, it remains there, and is followed with much swelling and pain. 

Another variety of the above disease is called NiruJdaprakaiha, or 
stricture, or diminution of the urethra. In some cases this is pro- 
duced by an adhesion of the prepuce to the glans, impeding the 
passage of the urine, which in some eases only passes in drops. 

In Phymosia ghee is to be applied to the part with warm fomenta- 
tions Mowed by poultices, which are to be continued for from 
three to five days. Ghee is again to be applied, and the skin is then 
to be pulled gently backwards. When in its natural position apply 
fomentatioiis, administer oleaginous food, with animal broths, and 

^’’Sesame treatment is to be followed in Pariphymosis. only in- 

stesdofbacbraids, pull the prepuce forward. 

In NinMmprmkaaha introduce a mctaUc, wooden, or gumelastic 

1 1. parts have been rubbed with oil. Then the size 

of the is to be increased every third day, so as to increase 

the of the passage of the urethra. , . , , j u i 

Should the prcpuce adhere to the glans divide them, and heal 

the wound in the ordinary way. 

2 T 2 



inflammation of the penis, is a common disease in this 
country, from the pernicious habit of applying stimulants to enlarge 
the organ. There are eighteen forms of this disease, Sarsfidpikd, 
Ashtktlikfiy Gr at hi fa, KnmbMkdy Aladiy Mru/iia, Sammurkapiraka, 
A6amantha, PmhkariktiySparshahdni^ UttamdyShatdpdnakay Twaka- 
pdkay Sanittirbuda, Munpsapdka, Bidradhiy Tilakdlaka, Mdnpsdr* 
budoy &c. 

SarsMpikd are small pimples, like mustard seed round the penis, 
which are produced by the presence of a kind of insect, which is 
sometimes applied to thQ part with^the intention of increasing the 
size of the organ. 

The other forms of inflammation are produced by the applica- 
tion of other stimulants which cause inflammation of a chronic or 
acute form. Sometimes abscess and mortification of the part occur 
so as sometimes to destroy the penis. The other varieties are mere- 
ly modifications of these inflammations, and their terminations. 

neatment. Astringent decoctions and oils are to be used, after 
the application of leeches, fomentations, and poultices. When matter 
forms it is to be evacuated, and the abscess cleaned with tonic 
decoctions. The ulcers are to be healed by the application of pre- 
pared oil. 

When sloughing takes place it is to be treated, as when it occurs 
in other parts. In all these forms of disease the antiphlogistic 
treatment is to be employed, particularly purgatives, and the local 
application of astringent, and healing powders. 


Order III* 

Diseases of the Female Organs of Generation, 

There are twenty forms of these diseases, which are produced 
by using bad food, or taking improper exercise. They are also 
caused by diseased menses, or semen. In other cases they are 
produced without any apparent causes. 

1. Uddbertd, When the menses are discharged with great pain, 
and are frothy. 

2. BandhyL Difficult menstruation, Dismenorrhagssa (aorfor- 
tohoh) where the menses are stopped, by the accumulation of un« 
healthy humors in the part. When the woman is barren, theihaeaae 
is called Bandhyd, 

3. Biplutd, Continued pain in the genital organs* 

4. Puripimid, Severe pain during connection. 

5* Bdtaid, In this disease the vagina is contracted and rouf^, 
accompanied with pain* In these fivediseaseimr is locaByderti^, 
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mixture of food, sleeping during the day. by the nse^of^Lt 
spirits, or hot food, or eating frequently without being hungry ; 
by abortion, or frequent venery. by severe exercise particularly riding 
and walking, by grief, by carrying heavy weights, and by external 
injuries. These causes produce the disease which is accompanied 
With fever, and pain over the body; and after a time the patient 
becomes weak, is affected with giddiness, fainting, thirst, great 
heat, dehnum, jaundice, and drowsiuete. It is also accompanied 
with the general symptoms of diseased phlegm, air, and bile sepa- 
rately, or combined. 


When pAleffm is particularly deranged in this disease; the dis- 
charge IS whitish, mucilaginous, and has the smell of the water 
in which flesh had been steeped, or of the colour of water in which 
straw has been immersed. 


When 6tle is particularly deranged, the discharge is sudden, and 
is of a yellow or reddisti, blue or black colour. It is hot, and the 
other symptoms of diseases of bile appear. 

When air is particularly affected the discharge is of a red colour, 
like the washings of flesh, is frothy, is in smaller quantities than the 
last variety, and is accompanied with more pain. 

When the three humors are deranged producing this disease, 
the discharge is of the colour of honey mixed with ghee, or of s 
yellow colour like marrow, and has a foetid smell. In this form a 
cure is not to be expected, and the practioner should refuse to 
attend such a patient. 

The unfavourable symptoms of this disease are when it has 
continued long, is accompanied with a copious discharge, with 
fever, great thirst, and heat followed by great debility. When the 
menses occur every month, without pain or burning, are of the na- 
i iral colour, and neither too copious, nor too scanty, it is advan- 
tageous to health. When the discharge is red, like the colour of 
the blood of a hare, or like a decoction of lac, and does not per- 
manently discolour cloth when it fails upon it, it is healthy. 

7« BMnC, When seamen is discharged with the menses. 

8. Srang9in{* When the blood is discbaiged, and the parts 
are diseased, so that it'preTents easy delifery. 
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i). VatraganL When the infant has died^ or abortion has 
taken place with a great discharge of blood. In all these * cases 
bile is much diseased, and is accompanied with fever. 

10. Pittald. When bile is deranged, there is much heat of 
the part, which suppurates and is accompanied with fever. These 
iive last diseases are the symptoms of bile. 

The following are the diseases produced by deranged phlegm. 

11. Atydnandd, When the woman has no pleasure in the 
embraces of her husband. 

12. Karninu When phlegm and blood are deranged in the 
vagina, small granulations form, like the grains of rice from deran* 
ged phlegm and blood. 

13. Churund. When the semen of the male is more copious 
than that of the female. 

14. Charand. When the male semen docs not enter the uterus. 

15. ShleshmaU. It* is produced by diseased phlegm with itchi- 
ness and coldness, and the part appears as if covered with oil. 

1 6. Sandi, In this variety the menses are not discharged, the 
breasts do not swell, and the parts are hard, and rough like a file. 

17. Palanu When a large man has connection with a small, 
and young female he injures the parts, and produces this disease. 

18. Mahaii, When the vagina is very large. 

19. SucMbuktra, When the entrance is very small. 

20. Sarhalingasamutpamd, Different varieties of pain, &c. pro- 
duced by the derangement of the three humors in the part. 

The five last forms of these diseases are cured with difficulty. 

The treatment of these diseases will vary according to the hu- 
mor diseased. 

When the air is diseased apply warm fomentations such as steam 
baths, &c., and poultices, use also injections of oleaginous and 
other medicines heated, which cure diseased air. A piece of cloth 
soaked in oil is to be kept in the vagina. 

When bile is deranged with much bearing down and inflamma- 
tion, use cold lotions. If there is a bad smell, use the decoctions 
of astringent barks. 

When phlegm is deranged take the juice of garlic every morning, 
with food made of rice and milk, and apply different tinctures to the 
part, as recommended under the head of midwifery. 

In dismenorrhagsea the patient should live on nourishing food, 
fish, mdMkal&i, sesamum seeds {til), curdled milk, and drink cow’s 
urino, whey, and wine. The pubis should he well rubbed with oil 
and ghee, and the vagina is to he kept distended by the introduc- 
tion of a roller of cloth. 
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The treatment of menorrhagia should resemble that of hemor- 
rha^ such as the application of cold and astringent medicines, 
avoiding venery, and living on cooling and simple food. 

Kanda, (Utero Vaginal Tumors.) 

These diseases are produced by the person sleeping during the 
day, by an angry disposition, by great fatigue, and by too much 
venery. They may also arise from mechanical injuries of the part. 
These tumors are like the fruit of the Lakucka tree, (a kind of Bread 
fruit tree, Artocarpus lacuchoy or Madar.) 

When air produces the disease the tumor is dry, and is of a 
dirty or yellowish colour, and has furrows on its surface. 

When diseased bile produces the tumor it is very hot and red, 
and is accompanied with fever. 

When phlegm produces the tumor it is like the colour of the 
Indigo flower and is very itchy. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are diaetsed, all the separate symp- 
toms are present. When three are so diseased in one part, it is 
incurable, and when produced by spirit or by phlegm, &c. it is 
cured with difficulty. 

Treatment, For the treatment of tihese tumors use the flesh of 
shell-fish, and the pulp of tamarinds, rub them together, and apply 
the mixture to the tumor. A paste made with the flowers of 
Gossa, are to be applied to the part, and will be found of great use. 

Bhajahhanga or Claiha^ (Impotence.) 

There are six kinds of Impotency, 1st, It may be produced by 
dejection of the mind, or connection with distasteful women. 

2nd. By eating too dry and pungent food, as black-pepper, 
capsicum, &c. or too much acid, salt, or stimulating food. By such 
causes the secretion of semen is diminished. 

3rd. Excessive venery, and eating little food. 

4th. Old diseases of the organs of generation, or of injuries or 
diseases of the vital parts. 

5th. The congenital variety ; and the 

6th. Variety is caused by avoiding sexual indulgences. 

The fourth and fifth kinds are incurable. The other four kinds 
may be treated. For this purpose different kinds cf nourishing food 
and drink are to be used : the patient is to live in a good house, 
indulge iu good beds, in music, in the society of beautiful women, 
in wines, and in perfumes, as all these tend to remove sterility. 
The medicines to be used arc as follows ; Take of the powder of 
Biddri or of Anuloka mixed with honey and ghee ; and eat the 
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testicles of goats roasted and prepared with salt, ghee, and long, 
pepper. The preparations of mdshaldi and sugar, barley, wheat arc 
also of use. The eggs of crabs and of crocodiles, or of turtles pro- 
perly prepared will be of great use. Flour prepared with ghee, and 
milk, and rubbed on the feet with oil, prepared with crocodile’s 
eggs ; the flesh of rats, frogs, and the eggs of sparrows are recom- 
mended. The patient is to drink fresh milk with sugar, honey, and 
powder of Swayanguptd and ElairiiJca. 


Class VIII. 

Diseases of the Rectum and Anns, 

These consist of piles, stricture of the rectum, prolapsus ani, 
ulcers near the anus, and fistnla-in-ano. 


Order I. 

Arsa, {Piles,) 

There are six vareties of this disease according as it is produce<l 
from deranged air, bile, phlegm, the three humors deranged at 
the same time, diseased blood, and the last form is congenital or 
hereditary. 

That part of the rectum called guda is five and a half fingers 
breadth in length, and like the spiral cavities in the sacred shell, used 
in the Hindu temples, has three spiral turns called Prabdhiui, 
which accelerates or assists in expelling its contents. The second is 
called Bisarjinf, or that which expclls ; and Sambanm, or sphincter. 
Piles are usually situated in these parts, the causes producing them 
are as follows : The improper mixtures of food, excessive venery, the 
unnatural position of the body when long indulged in ; horse riding, 
and the want of attention to the calls of nature. By these causes 
the humors are deranged in the anus and produce tubercles, or piles. 

AVhen air is deranged it affords the following signs ; round the 
anus small tumors form, which are dr3% slightly painful, red, and 
irregular like the kadamba fruit. The disease is accompanied with 
constipation, pain in the back, loins, penis, anus, and umhiliacus ; and 
is occasionally accompanied with pain in the breast, want of appetite, 
cough, and noise in breathing ; sometimes the appetite is good, at 
other times it is much impaired. The blood is often evacuated by 
a small orifice from time to time. The skin, eyes, face, mouth, 
teeth, and nails appear dirty and yellow with unhealthy yellowish 
dejections, and urine. Symptoms likewise appear like Gufma or 



s}>lecn> or it even produces these diseases. In other cases the piles 
produce As til a, a kind of hysterical ball. 

When bile is deranged the swelling has an erysipelatous appear* 
ance ; at other times it has a blue, yellow, red, or black colour, 
with orifices in its surface, like the mouths of leeches. The 
blood evacuated is very thin, and there is a considerable dis- 
charge, with pain in the part, accompanied with fever, thirst, and 
fainting. 

When phlegm is deranged the tumors are pendulous, near each 
other, hard, round, shining, and of a white colour, like the paps 
of the cow. There is no discharge, they are cold, itchy, heavy, 
remain stationary, and the stools are mixed with mucus, and 
appear like water in which flesh had been washed. In some cases 
the disease is accompanied with swelling of the extremities, with 
feverishness, loss of appetite, heaviness and pain of the head ; and 
the skin, nails, eyes, face, urine, and feeces becomes white. In 
these diseases there is a great discharge of urine, the person often 
becomes impotent, and digestion is impaired, with vomiting. Those 
diseases which impair digestion, produce this disease. When the 
three humors are diseased, the symptoms of the three separate 
diseases are present. 

When blood produces the disease, the pain is like that of a 
needle thrust into the skin, and symptoms appc.ir like those of 
deranged bile. The tumors rcscml)lc the hanging roots of the 
banian tree, or the kunch seeds, small red seeds with Idack spots, 
or they arc like coral. When costivcncss occurs it is ji(‘coiii]»}uiied 
with a free and rapid discharge of blood, which is hot, and produces 
the usual eflects of a great and sinldon loss of Mood ; tin; jiersou 
with this disease remains yellow, like the yellow frog ; weak, :>ileiit, 
and sad ; his skin is dirty, and all his sensi*s perform their ointe 
imperfectly or tlicy are di‘pravt*d. The dejections are gray, like 
smoke, dry and hard, and in others they arc thin, yellow, and 
frothy. 

The last form of this disease is produced hy hcre«lifary disposi 
lion, from the taint being mixed in the semen ami female blood. 
The tumors in this form become rough, of a wliite uiiiialiiral 
colour, with internal openings. The patient cannoL (uit much, his 
body has large veins over the surface, and his voice is low. He is 
impatient, is easily roused, has little aj^petite, is afflicted willi 
diseases of the eyes, ears, nose, and head, and is always complain- 
ing of diseases of tlie stomach and intestines. 

When piles are extcnifd they arc easily cured, but when sitiiatc<l 
internally they arc cured with dilli«‘«»Hy, or are incurable. Tuimu • 
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like those of piles sometimes form in the cavities of the ear, nose, 
mouth, vagina, and upon the penis. 

When affecting the internal ear, they produce deafness, pain, and 
a fetid discharge from the organ. In the eyes they cover the eye- 
lids ; and sometimes destroy the sight of the organ. When in the 
mouth, they are attached to the throat, lips, and palate, they impair 
the voice and taste, and prodnce other diseases of the mouth. 
When in the nostrils they produce difficult breathing, a fetid smell, 
a change of voice, pain in the head, and a considerable discharge 
from the nose. 

The deranged humors produce the disease on the surface of the 
body when they form tumors of different sizes, which are called 
Charml'Ua. When the air is deranged the disease is accouijiauied with 
throbbing ; when phlegm, tlie color of the tumor is the colour of the 
skin and hard. When bile and blood are deranged, producing the 
disease, the tumors become black and rough. Those piles which 
form externally are curable, as also those in the first and second 
convolutions of the rectum, but iiv the third the disease is inourable, 
and also after they have existed for upwards of a year. 

Treatment, There are four indications for the cure of piles. The 
first is by medicine, the second by the application of caustics, the 
third by the application of the actual cautery, and the fourth by 
the knife. When the disease is recent, and it is not accompanied 
with any bad symptoms, they may be cured by medicine. When 
soft and elevated with a thick base, they are to be cured by tlie use 
of caustic. When hard, rough, and large, by the actual cautery ; 
and when the base is narrow and they arc elevated and moist, they 
are to be removed by the knife. 

The caustics are to be applied in the following manner ; tim 
patient is first to take some oleaginous and bland diet, such as rice 
and milk ; the parts are then to be well fomented, and on a cool 
day, when there are no clouds in the sky, the patient is to be placed 
upon a table with a good light throw'u upon the part. lie is to be 
supported by two assistants holding his head and shoulders ; and 
his loins are to be elevated with a soft cushion. The knees and legs 
are to be raised, and separated by a bandage passing round the 
knees, feet, and neck. The body is thus firmly fixed, and a little 
ghee rubbed upon the part. The patient is next to press downwards, 
so as to press out the anus. The piles are then to be dried with a 
piece of cloth, and the caustic fluid applied over the part by a 
broad pointed probe. The caustic is allowed to remain as long as 
is required to j)ronouiK\! one hundred words, when it is to be rubbed 
and it is only when ncccsbury that it is to bo again applied. 



When the piles become bhcic, ami are diminished in size by the 
caustic, the necessary effect has been produced. The part is then to be 
washed with a spirituous cooling application, whey, or water mixed 
with the juice of acid fruits. Dry the part, and then apply ghee mix- 
ed with the decoction of liquorice. A warm bath is then to be given, 
and pour tepid water over the body. lie is then to be left in a room 
shut up, and is to live on a spare diet. When any other piles ap- 
pear or when there are mauv, the application of the caustic is to be 
made every seventh day until the cure is completed. The applications 
are first to be made to the piles of t!ic right side, then the left, and 
after that the part beliiucl and before. 

If the caustic is too freely applied the anus is destroyed, with 
burning fever, fainting, and discharge of blood. 

When the piles are large and the pcfsoii strong, tliey arc to 
be removed with the knife, and the actual cautery ap])lie(l. The 
diet is the same as after the application of cauteries. When tlie 
piles are not visible internal remedies mijist ho used, sucli as inyro- 
balan with jagry every morning. A hundred seeds of the Mifrobalan 
are to be boiled in the hot urine of cows. Take them out after they 
have been boiled for some time, dry them, and then reduce them to 
powder. Such doses are to be taken as will opciatc on the bowels. 
The farina of the Satahim root is to be taken daily with milk. 
Tonic and bitter tinctures may also be used with advantage. 

When the piles are painful use fomentations and poultices, with 
purgatives, emetics, and clysters. He should also avoid stopping 
the calls of nature ; should avoid connexion with women, horse 
riding, 

2. — Saniraguda, (Stricture of the Rectum,) 

This disease is produced by habitual costiveness, by which the 
air of the part is diseased, which diminishes the size of the rectum. 
The feeces are then evacuated with difficulty, and in small quanti- 
ties. It is very difficult to euro. 

Treatment, Apply oleaginous substances to the part, sucli ns 
hog^s lard and oil, prepared wuth a decoction of those medicines which 
cure air. Every third day introduce a rectum bougie,* covered witli 
ghee, which is to be increased in size from time to time. 

The food is to be of an oleaginous nature. 

3, — Gudabkrangsa, (Prolapeue Ant,) 

The rectum is prolapsed during the evacuation of tlie freccs in 
weak persons; particularly when affected with long coutiuacd 
diarrhoea, or much straining. 

This may be made of lac, wax, wood, or metal. 
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The treatment to be pursued is to foment the part, apply oleaginous 
substances to the prolapsed gut, and return it slowly. Then a band- 
age is to be applied, on which a conres: piece of hard leather is to 
be placed oi^r the anus, and retained there by means of a bandage 
tied round the loins and between the legs. Fomentations are to be 
occasionally exhibited, and the body of a rat fVom which the intes- 
tines have been removed, is to be made warm and applied to the part 
effected. Milk and a. decoction of MaM Pankamula are to he given. 
The decoction is to be strained, and exhibited internally and exter- 
nally. 

4. — Ahiputana, {Superficial Ulcer round the Anus*) 

Eruptions sometimes form round the anus, from want of cleanli- 
ness. They become itchy, are scratched, and ulcerate, producing this 
disease. They often occur in children. 

These ulcers are to be treated by exhibiting purgatives, and other 
medicines, to purify the milk of the mother. Then give a decoction 
of tonic medicines to the child consisting of Pata/apatra, the three 
kinds of myrobalan, with prepared ghee. These are to be given 
internally. Locally, astringent decoctions are to be applied, and 
the sulphate of zinc (Kapalatuta) is to be sprinkled over the ulcers 

5. Bkapandara, (Fistula-in- Ano,) 

This disease is called Bhagandara, because the anus, vagina, blad- 
der, and its surrounding parts, are affected. 

It is produced by deranged air, bile, and phlegm, by their com- 
binations, and by external injuries : thus ffve varieties of thU disease 

The symptoms of this disease are ushered in by pain in the loins, 
of an itching nature, and by a swelling near the anus. 

1. Satapanaka, This variety is produced by deranged air, from 
living on bad food, when accompanied by a bad temper. The 
swelling usually takes place a finger breadth from the anus, — by the 
air deranging the desh, and producing swelling and pain of differ- 
ent kinds. When not properly treated the swelling suppurates, and 
is perforated by many holes, through which a copious discharge of 
matter with air takes place. Sometimes the pain is as if the part 
was torn, or needles were thrust into it. Towards the termination 
air, urlncj faeces, and semen is discharged from the opening. 

2, Vtragraha is produced by deranged hile, which affects the 
part, and produces a large red swelling resembling the shape of the 
neck of a nel. It produces a burning and painful sensation, like 
those produced by deranged bile. When neglected it suppurates. 
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and ternunates in ulcers. The parts feel burning, as if it was burnt 
with fire or caustics, and it discharges a foetid and hot fluid. If neg- 
lected in this state the air, urine, faeces, and semen are discharged. 

3. Parisrdhi is produced by diseased phlegm* It is character* 
ized by a white, hard, and itchy swelling near the anus, with the 
peculiar pain characteristic of diseased phlegm. If not properly 
treated it suppurates, and passes to ulceration. This is hard, 
itchy, and discharges freely a mucilaginous matter, followed by a 
discharge of air, urine, faeces, and semen. 

4. Samhukdbarta is produced by the combination of these three 
humors. It appears first in the form of a swelling, like the great 
toe, and is accompanied with different kinds of pains. It ulcerates, 
as in the other kinds, and discharges different coloured fluids. 

5. Unmdrga or the accidental form of fistula-in-ano. When an 
ignorant person eats the bones with fish, or animal flesh, they are 
carried to the rectum with the hard faeces, and should they be in a 
transverse direction in the gut, the bones injure the parts, and produce 
inflammation, and ulceration. Matter is then discharged mixed with 
blood. When this variety is not properly cleaned, worms form in 
it, and various openings are formed, and the air, fmccs, urine, and 
semen are discharged from these openings. Sometimes an eruption 
forms round the anus which is not fistulous. The pain is slight in 
this disease, and is spontaneously cured. In fistula-in-ano there 
is much pain accompanied with fever, and the patient feels much 
inconvenience in walking, or riding, and at the time of the evacua- 
tions. He complains likewise of pains in the loins. 

All the forms of fistula-in-ano are cured with difficulty, more 
particularijr when produced by a derangement of the three hu^ 
mors, and by accidents, as by the gat being tnus£xed bf inifes, 
or the like. 


Treatment. When there is only a swelling, use antiphlogistic 
regimen, as scanty diet, purgatives, and fomentations to the pan. 
Cold appUcations; and poultices to the part are 
Give these decoctions to diminish the swelling , an i 
sufficient to remove the disease, apply sue me 
suppuration. The swelling is then to be opened, an te 
other swelUngs of the same kind. Emetics and purgatives w a so 


be administered witb advantage in this disease. 

■When the fistula is open, and there is an external and wternd 
apperture, place the patient on a bed, introduce a wee or, an 
divide the flesh between the fistula and anus then apply causUc or 
the actual cautery to the wound. When scvcTal flatn\» exist, pet- 
form the operation for one, and then for another. When they 
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communicRte with each other open them all, if external, ao that 
they be all formed into one wound. But when they do not com- 
municate with each other, the opening is to be made separately into 
the gut. After the operation the actual cautery is to be applied, 
by means of a red hot probe. 

The form called Satapanaka is incurable in a weak and fearful 
person. When the person will not submit to an operation apply 
fomentations and poultices, and give him tonic medicines, and 
apply ghee, and oil to the part. By these means the fistulous 
opening may be healed up. 

In JJtragraba use a similar plan of treatment as in the last case, 
but the actual cautery is not required. Caustic in this case is suf- 
ficient ; after which apply a poultice and bandage to the part. On 
the third day clean the part, and apply healing medicines. 

In Parisrdha the part is to be divided as in the oilier forms, and 
apply the actual or potential cautery to the part. After which 
warm oil is to be applied to the part, with fomentations and poul- 
tices \ aperient medicines are likewise to be given. 

When a fistula-in-ano either of the internal or external kind, occurs 
in children, neither caustic, cautery, nor the knife, are to be employed. 
In this case a small bougie is to be introduced. It is composed of 
ArakbodOf turmerick, and Kula, mixed with ghee and honey. This 
is to be introduced into the fistulous opening, which will by this 
means heal up. 

In the last or accidental form of fistula, first remove the 
bone, and the fistulous opening being enlarged in the usual way, 
the actual cautery is to be applied to its surface, and the means 
for removing worms are to be resorted to in this disease. 

The after treatment of the wounds and ulcers should resemble 
those recommended under the head of surgery. 

For one year after the cure the patient should avoid any great 
excitement, as horse exercise, fatigue, connection with women, auger, 
and heavy indigestable food, which might produce a relapse. 


Class IX. 

Diseases of the Extremities. 

The diseases of the upper extremities are few, and of little import- 
ance, compared to those of the lower extremities ; to which the 
following remarks are principally confined. These diseases are 
Urustambha and Slipada, or sweWiigs of the extremities, diseases of 
the nails, of the soles of the feet, and ulcers of the axilla, and groiiu 



The other diseases of the extremities have been already coiisideitd 
imder those of BdtahadL 

U'rmtambha (large abscess). These are produced under the 
fascia of the thigh by cold, hot, or very liquid or dry food, hcav\ 
oleagiaous or indigestable food, or other articles of the like kind, 
fatigue, grief, agitation, sleeping during the day, and watching at 
night. By these means the air, phlegm, and fat are deranged and 
mixed with bile, which accumulates in the thighs, and in the ex- 
ternal parts of the thigh-bone. The thigh then becomes seiiseles?' 
like a dead part, and is very gainful. 

This disease produces lowness of spirits, pain over tlic body, 
drowsiness, and chilliness, cold, vomiting, loss of a])potite and fever. 
The thigh cannot be moved, and it is raised with difiiculty, and as if 
asleep. Other practitioners call the disease Adahdia. 

Before the accumulation of iium<M» in the thigh, the person feels 
sleepy, is in low spirits, the body cdl4, with fever, loss of appetite 
and vomiting. Both legs and thigl^ are heavy and weak. When 
the pain is supposed to be rheumatic, and the part is rubbed with 
oleaginous medicines, the disease increases, affects tiie feet and pre- 
vents the person walking; and is accompanied with much pain, 
swelling, and indainmation, followed by insensibility, and the leg 
feels as if it was broken. When there is much lancinating pain, 
inflammation, and shivering, the patient will die. When these symp- 
toms are absent, or the disease is recent, the patient may be cured 
by the practitioner, as the disease under this circumstance is not 
always latni. 

Treatment, Give such medicines as decrease phlegm, but which 
do not increase bile. Avoid oleaginous applif'atious, give emetics 
and purgatives, and apply hot applications to the ])art. Mustard 
and Coringo seeds, honey, and the earth of the wliite-ant’s nests are 
to be mixed together, and applied to the part. Give at the same 
time Silaffita, Guguli, long-pepper, and ginger. These are to be 
mixed with the urine of the cow. This form may be varied vi-ith 
the following. Take of castor-oil and Guguli, mix, and take inter- 
nally : or a decoction of Daeamula with cow’s urine, which may 

also be used. 


Shlipada, (Elephantiasis,) 

The short and indistinct account of this disease in the ancient 
Hindu writers, seems to be intended as merely to suit the wnfer s 
own peculiar theory. Elephantiasis is so common in Bengal and is so 
pernliar that we should have expected something more than a short 
account of the leading 8ymj»t«».s. In the MAdhab Ntdan it is merely 
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stated that the patient’s groin first swells, and hcc6ine very pain- 
lul, with fever. The swelling then slowly descends to the foot, pro- 
ducing this disease. In other MSS. it is stated that the same 
disease may occur in the hands, ears, eye-lids, nose, lips, and penis. 
When it occurs in the groin, and descends to the leg and foot, or 
w'hen situated in the hand it is produced by bad flesh and fat ; and 
the parts affected become hard and rough. 

When air produces this disease the swelling is of a black colour, 
rough, dry, with cracks and small sores. This form is very pain- 
ful, — and occurs suddenly, with much fever. 

When produced by diseased bile it is of a yellowish colour, hot, 
soft, and accompanied with fever. 

When produced by diseased phlegm, the skin is shining, of a white 
or grey colour, the part is very heavy, hard, fixed to one place, and 
has the appearance of a large white-ant* s hill, of an irregular sharp- 
pointed appearance. This form is difficult to cure after it has been 
present a year, when very large, when it discharges continually, 
is itchy, and when all the above symptoms are present, as this indi- 
cates that air, bile, and phlegm are diseased. 

Elephantiasis is most frequent in those countries where there is 
much stagnant water, and in cold damp situations, such as Rung- 
pore, Furridpore, &c. 

In the above description the marked accessions and remissions 
are not mentioned, but it is stated that the damp and cold situations 
produce this disease, that it attacks different parts of the body, and 
that it is incurable, after it bus remained upwards of a year, or is 
very large. It is also observed that it is incurable, when the skin 
is much affected, as indicated by the continiml discharge, the itchy 
or painful nature of the swelling, and its discolouration. 

Treatment. When air is deranged in the part oleaginous sub- 
stances are to be applied to the part to promote perspiration. Four 
fingers breadth above the ankle joint a vein is to be opened, and 
some blood is to be removed from the part. If tlie person be strong, 
give purgatives and enemas, which promote urine. Give castor-oiJ 
in cow’s urine for a mouth, then take rice and milk, with the infusion 
of dry-ginger. The actual cautery may also be applied round the 
leg near its middle. 

Wlien bile produces the disease open a vein below the ankle 
joint, and use antiphlogistic and other medicines to cure diseased 
bile. The treatment followed in erysipelas should also be used. 

In phlegm open a vein of the great toe, give astringent dccoc 
tioDS with honey, such as myrobultui with cow’s urine ; and rub the 
swelled part with a mixture of 
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Kotakoy (Midiclia Chumpacn,) 

Amirta^ (Menispcrmum glabrum,) 

Biranguy (Vcvbcsina prostrata,) 

Chilraka^ (Plumbago zeylanica,) 

Suntiy (dry ginger,) 

Bdriy (Laurus cianamomum,) 
mixed with the urine of a cow. 

Give mustard oil internally, and use the juice of the clear P(it\ 
karingo. Impure potassa obtained from the ashes of the following 
drugs is likewise recommended ; such as 

Kukddaniy (Ficus oppositifulia,) 

Kdkigungdy ( Leea hirta,) 

Birhuttiy (pgg'plaut,) 

Kantikdrilcd, ( llucllea loDgi folia, ) 

Kadamha-puspay (a pliuit like Kadamiufy) 

Mnndaruy (Asclepius gigante.a,) 

Lambay (a bitter gourd,) 

Sokonosdy (Cucumis sativus.) 

This when taken internally cures elephantiasis and scrofulous tu- 
moi*s, and improves the appetite. 

Fasting is to be enjoined for the cure of elephantiasis, and )ncdi- 
ciues are to be rubbed over the part ; as Bhaiurd root, castor oil 
plant root, Inchur root, Sajind bark, and mustard seed. Mix tbeni 
with water, or Saj md yiicc, and rub them over the part ; which will 
cure even old cases. It thus appears that perspiration, the local 
discharge of blood, and purges, are the remedies recommended foi 
this disease. 


Slight diseases of the Exlrentities. 

Painful swellings in the axilla are produced by bile, and phlegm. 
Deep seated swellings, which produce much heat, iiiHamiuation, and 
fever, like fire, kill after seven or twelve days, or after a fortniglit. 
They are called Agnirohinu 

When the nails are adectod with inflammation round the edges 
it is called Chipya. It is produced by derangements of the bile, 
air, injuries, &c. The part which is connected to the flesh, especi- 
ally at its angles swell, iiecome very painful, and then uh erate, par- 
ticularly at its angles, when it is called Vpanaka. W‘e'‘ 
become dry. rough, and discoloured, the disease .s tailed 

or Kulina. 

When the sole of the foot is injured hy some external cause, as 
hy thorns, or the like, it produces nm.h iialn, and is failed Van. 
When the swelling is hard, indolent, and like I In* seed of phiinhs, 
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!i»\ onipanii tl \Ai<h inucli pain, ami a coiisulerablc discharge, it is 
t'aUcil Km/ara, Wlien tlie space lietwccn the toes ulcerate (lthaga$) 
the disease is called Alusn, The other diseases of the leg are 
described under lUdohmli, 

Sometimes ulcers form near the axilla or groin, which become 
hard, red, and sinuous ; in such cases the deep seated parts are 
so affected that when opened tlicy discliarge frothy matter like a 
mixture of honey and ghee. Tiie part then becomes dry, irre- 
gular, and discharges fatid matter of different colours with 
blood. Sometimes the hemorrhage is sudden and great. This dis- 
ease is called BharhirArhxuJay (Surlaray a piece of earthen pot, and 
Arhiiday turner.) This is probably an aneurismal tumor. 


Class X. 

Poisons and their Antidotes^ (Panala,) 

The origin of poisons is explained in the following manner. Soon 
after the creation of the world, Bramha was displeased at the vio- 
lence of Kali aha y one of the demons (Asnra), and in his anger 
poison was generated and destroyed Kaitaha, The poison increased 
so much that the dehtds were afraid that it would destroy the whole 
animated creation. They prayed to Bramha to relieve them, and 
petitioned that he would distribute the poison over the animal, 
vegetable, and mineral kingdoms. This was done ; and W'hen the 
poison is introduced into the living body it is not digested, and 
{)roduccs languor,* and deranges all the humors of the body. 

It is necessary for the practitioner to have a knowledge of the 
symptoms of the different poisons, and their antidotes. As the 
enemies of the Raja, bad women, and ungrateful servants sometimes 
mix poison with food. On this account the cook should be of a good 
family, virtuous, faithful, and not covetous, not subject to anger, 
pride, or laziness. He should also be cleanly, and skilful in 
his business. The practitioner should have like qualities with an 
intimate knowledge of poisons ; and should examine the food to he 
eaten by a Baja in the cooking-room. This should be large, airy, light, 
and surrounded with faithful servants, and no one should be allowed 
to enter unless he is first examined. In the Mitdkshara shastra there 
are copious directions regarding the manner of detecting a person who 
gives poison : He does not answer questions, or they are evasive an- 
swers ; he speaks nonsense, rubs the great toe along the ground, and 
shivers ; his face is discoloured ; he rubs the roots of the hair with his 
fingers ; and be tries by every means to leave tuc house. The food 
* Hence the name Bisak^ 
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which is suspected should be first given to certain animals, and it 
they die, it is to be avoided. The authority the bnihmatis assumed, 
and the confidence they inspired, has no doubt often had the best 
effect, in making the w icked shrink from perpetrating deeds, which 
would be detected and exposed by them. 

The long account which is given of these poisons, and the means 
of preventing their bad efh'cts seems to prove the frequency with 
which ihey were employed with bad intentions, at a very early 
period. 

All poisons have the following qualities : they arc drying, heating, 
and stimulating; their effects quickly extend oxcrallthe body; 
they destroy very quickly, are not digested, and from the rapitlity 
with which they produce bad symptoms it is diilicult to use reme- 
dies with sufficient quickness. The following stages of the clferlh 
of poisons are observed. 1 st. The temgue becomes black and rigid, 
the person faints, and breathes with difficulty. 

2nd. Shivering, perspiration, hea^ and pain in tlic stomach, and 
chest. 

3rd. Severe pain in the stomach» the cy e changes its colour, 
becomes yellow and swells, and whai the poison has extended to 
the intestines pain of the part, hiccough, ccughiug, and a peculiar 
noise is heard in the intestines. 

4th. Heaviness of the head. 

5th. Discharge of saliva from the mouth ; change of colour of 
the skin, and pain in the joints and belly. 

bth. Insensibility and purging, 

7tli. Rigidity and death. 

Vegetable poisons {Bushihisha) when dried by the fire, by the 
air, or by the sun, may be given in solution, or in any other 
way in which their effects are less powerful. In this case the 
poison does not produce immediate death, but remains in the 
system for a long time ; and the first effect is loosericss, fu'tid smell 
of the mouth, great thirst, fainting, vomiting, and paralysis of the 
tongue. These are followed when taken into tlic btomach by dis^ 
eases of phlegm and air, and in the intestines, by diseases of the 
bile and air. The person's hair falls off, and he becomes like a bird 
without feathers. When mixed with the humors of the body as 
chyle blood, &c., the poison produces diseases of the humors, as 
leprosy, and various other kinds of symptoms, as languor, weakness 
of the joints, and pain over the body ; swelling of the legs and face, 
dropsy, and in other cases voinUing and diarvlioea, i.it. nnittciit fcvei . 

discotoration ofthe body, madness, inipotcucy, and other like aiscascs. 

All these symptoms rnv aggravated in cloudy and damp wealUti. 

3 A M 



Such effects may be removed by proper treatment, and a year after 
the person has taken the poison he will either be cured, or get 
worse. When weak, and the patient docs not observe Jiis diet, the 
poison will destroy him. 

Poisons are usually arranged into two classes, the first consisting 
of vegetable and mineral poisons, arc named Stdbarah ; and the 
second animal poisons, Jangamah, They are not used internally, 
as medicines. 

I. Vegetable, and Mineral Poisons. 

The general symptoms produced by vegetable poisons are fever, 
hiccough, grinding of the teeth, suffocation, foaming at the mouth, 
vomiting, want of appetite, difficulty of breathing and fainting. 

The Mineral poisons produce drowsiness, languor, burning of the 
body, indigestion, horripilation, swelling, and dysentery. The 
dejections of a person who has taken poison are of a black colour, 
large, and are discharged with wind. 

V egetable poisons are divided into nine varieties, which arc de- 
rived from the roots, leaves, fruits, flowers, bark, milky juice, gum, 
and pith of plants. 

1. — The Roots of the following plants arc poisonous : — and when, 
eaten they produce pain over the body, delerium, and stupidity. 

KlitaJea, (Olibanurn, ) 

Asamdsa, (Andropogon muricatum,) 

Gunja, (Abrus precatorius,) 

Sngandd, (Alpinia galanga,) 

Gargarakd, (Cissus glauca,) 

Karagdta, 

Bidyuchchikhd, 

Bijayd, (Cyperus difformis.) 

2. — ^Thc Leaves of the following vegetables j>roducc gaping, 
shivering, and difficulty in breathing. 

Bisaputrikd, (Vangucria,) 

Alumhd, (Arum campanulatum,) 

Ahaddruka, (Sideroxylon spinosum,) 

Karamba, (Dalbergia arborea,) 

Mahd Karamba, (Antirrhinum cymbidaria,) 

3. — ^The following poisonous Fruits cause a loss of appetite, heat 
of the body, and a swelling of the testicles. 

Kamudati, (Nelumbium specie sum,) 

Bindkd, 

Karamba, (Dalbergia arborea,) 

Mahd Karamba, ( Vntirrhinum cymbalaria,) 
Karakataka, ^Oleomc viscosa,) 



Rmaka, 

Kadataka, 

Ckarmara, (Viola sufFniticosa,) 

Ebajandd, 

Sary)agata, (Hibiscus populncus,) 

Nandanay (Cedrela Tuna,) 

Sarapd/ca, (Nelumbium speciosum.) 

4. — ^The following poisonous Flowers when eaten produce vomit- 
ing, swelling of the abdomen, and difficulty in breathing. 

Betra, (Chenopodium album,) 

Kadamba^ (Sinapis dichotoma,) 

BaJlija, (Ocymum,) 

Karamhay (Daibcrgia arborca,) 

Mahd Karamba, (Antirrhinum cymbalaria.) 

5, 6, 7. — ^The following poisonous Barky Pith, and GumSy pro- 
duce a bad smell in the mouth, a roughness of the body, head-ache, 
and a discharge of saliva from the mouth. 

Antra Pasaka, (JSschynomene grandiflora,) 

Kutania, (Solanum Jacquini,) 

Saurtakuy (Tetranthera quadrifolia,) 

Karagdttty 

Karamba, (Daibcrgia arborea,) 

Nandana, (Cedrela Tuna,) 

Baerdtaka, (Solanum mclongena.) 

8. — The following poisonous Milky Jukes produce foaming lioii' 
the mouth, looseness, and a swelUng, and heaviness of the tongue. 

Kamadugna, (Carpopogon neveuin,) 

Stnahu, (Euphorbia autiquorum,) 

JdlaMrjahy 

9. — ^The poisonous Bulbous roots are : 

Kdlakuta, (Arum colocasia,) 

Batsandbha, (Sida cordifolia,) 

Sarshapa, (Panicum colonum,) 

Kapdlaka, (Cucumis utilatissimus,) 

Kardamaka, 

Baerdtaka, (Solamum mclongena,) 

Mustaka, (Pistacea lentiscus,) 

BringiUsa, (Be tala,) 

Prapandiirika, (a small herbaceous plant,) 

Mtilaka, (tamarind,) 

Halahala, (Valisneria octandra,) 

Makabkha, (a speiees of lily,) 

Karkataka, (Cleome viscosa.) 
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TliC Mineral poUonB are^ 

Phemiahmahhasma, (white oxide of arsenic^) 

Hanidltti (yellow sulphurate of arsenic : Su^ruta,) 

Other authors have added the following poisons : 

Tuta^ (sulphurate of copper.) 

Tesj^atra^ 

Dedmakd, (white oxide of arsenic.) 

There are others of the same kind. 

These poisons when administered to a person, produce pain in the 
chest and body, fainting, shivering, followed by a burning and 
swelling of the body, but particularly of the throat. These symp- 
toms are succeeded by diarrhoea, languor, coma, and insensibility. 
When these symptoms are present, the disease will be fatal. 

Antidotes for Vegetable and Mineral Poisons, 

In the first stage of the effects of these poisons, give cold water 
to drink, with an emetic. In the second stage, give an emetic with 
a preparation called Agada, This medicine is prepared with ghee, 
and the following vegetable decoctions ; — 

Madaka^ (Bassia latifolia,) 

Tajara, (Amaranthus,) 

Kusta, (Costus speciosus,) 

BadraddrOf (Phrynium dichotonium,) 

Haranu, (Trophis aspera.) 

Pannaja^ 

AUdf 

Albdluk, 

Ndgapuspa, (Bauhinia anguina,) 

Utpala, (Nymphoea cajrulca,) 

SiUd, (Lycopodium phlegmaria,) 

Balanga, (Ocymum,) 

Chandana, (Sirium myrtifoliurn.) 

Mix this with honey and ghee. Soon after a purgative is to be 
given. In the third stage give Agada internally as an errhinc, 
and rollyrium. 

In the fourth stage give Agada, and ghee. 

In the fifth stage give Agada with honey, and a decoction oi 
liquorice. 

The sixth stage is to be treated as a case of Dysentery. 

In the seventh, errhines of Agada alone, arc to be used. 

In all the stages die antiphlogistic treatment is to be followed, 
with ghee and honey. Conjee water is also to be given, mixed 
with a decoction of 
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Kukdinki, (Diospyros tomentosn,) 

Agmka, (Prcmna integrifolia,) 

Paid, (Sida lanccolaria,) 

Surgibali, (Cleome pentaphylla,) 

Amertd, (Menispermum cortUfolium,) 

Ahayedf 

Sunsoy (Sinapis dichotoma,) 

Kfmhi, (Achyrantlies aspera,) 

Sdla, (Shorea robusta,) 

Ilaridrd, (Curcuma longa,) 

Ddr Ilaridrd, (Curcuma zanthorrhizon,) 

Punanabbdt (Trianthcma monogyiiia,) 

Hvranii, 

Tnkati, (]\Ionetia barleroides) 

Sdriba, (Periploca Indica,) and 
Bal/di (Pavonia odorata.) 

Poisons introduced into a woundy ousiy a poisoned arrow, Tlic 
part quickly swells, blood flows, and from time to time pus is 
evacuated. The wound becomes of a black colour, and dirty round 
it, with a bad smell and sloughing. The person is very thirsty, 
faintish, with fever, and the body becomes very hot. The same 
symptoms will be produced when poison is placed over a sore. 

11. Animal Poisons, 

Serpents, Poison is found iu all parts of the serpent, but when 
they are irritated the poison collects in the hood like teeth, when 
they snap with the head erect, they lodge the poison in the wound ; 
but when the head is turned upside down they do not convey 
the poison into the wound. The poison is very acid and hot, and 
for preventing its effects, every thing cooling should be employed. 

There are some serpents (l)ibya or heavenly) which poison tlie air 
by their breathing, and by their sight. Others are called Bhaumay 
which live in holes in the ground, and the poison is in their 
teeth. 

Sushruta does not mention the symptoms, and cure of the first 
kind ; as they kill by their breathing and sight, and the method of 
preventing their effects is not known. The Bdsidci, Takhyaky &c. 
belong to the first kind of serpents. It is this class, that are sup- 
posed to support the world on their heads, and when angry may 
destroy the whole world. Of the second class, their names, the symp- 
toms which their bites produce, and their antidotes are as follows 

There are eighty kinds of Bkauma, serpents, which are agam di- 
vided into five classes. 
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1 . Dahtknra, or hooded snakes. 

2. MandaUf ivitli figures of round arches on their bodies. 

3* Rajaldmanta, with longitudinal lines. 

4. Nirbt'sa, without poison. 

5. Qidranja, or mixed class ; which combine the peculiarities of 
several of the others. 

Certain animals have poison in their teeth and nails ; such as d(^, 
monkeys, cats, snub-nosed aligators, frogs, a kind of fish called 
pdka mucha, guanas, a shell-fish (mmbuka), and lizards. 

Others have poisonous urine and fseces, as 
Chipita, 

Phichataka, 

KasMyah dsika^ 

Sarsapahdsika, 

Totaka, and 
Kaimdilyaka* 

Mm'ka or rats have poisonous semen. Spiders (Lntaj have poison- 
ous saliva, urine, and feeces ; and their bites, and scratches are 
{H)isoiious. 

BriichiJea (centipede), Bissamharaf Bifjthdmacha (a fish), 
rongd and Samudm Brischika have poisonous stings. 

The Chitradrat Sarabahtrdi, Satadanfka, Animadalca, and 
kmmkha, convey poison by breathing, by biting, by urine, and 
by faiccs. The bones of animals killed by poisonous arrows, and 
the like ; the bones of serpents, and of the fish called Baratt, produce 
l>oisonous effects when eaten. 

Makktka, a kind of ilea, Kanaba, and Jalikd (a kind of leech), 
are poisonous by biting. 

The fishes called SdkuU and Raktardji, have poisonous bile. 

General Symptom, — ^There are some kinds of serpents that only 
produce diseases of air, others of bile, and a third kind of phlegm ; 
accordingly diseases of air are produced by serpents of the Bayhts 
{Darblkara), or hooded kind, the diseases of bile by those of the 
Mandald kind, and the derangement of phlegm is produced by those 
of the Rajald kind. 

The BayJd leaves a black colour in the wound, with the symptoms 
of various air diseases. They are known by being hooded. The 
following symptoms are present. The skin, eyes, nails, teeth, urine, 
and faeces, and the part which is bitten, become black, with rough- 
ness of the body and heaviness of the head ; pain in the joints, weak^ 
ness in the loins, back, and neck; gaping, shivering, alteration of 
voice, languor, hiccough, thirst, foamhig and sluggishness of the cir- 
culation i and the secretions, and all the enterual passages are dosed. 
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The bites of the Mandala serpent prodace in the part a yellow 
colour. It swells, is painful, and soft; accompanied with the 
following symptoms: thirst, stupidity, fainting, fever; blood is 
discharged from the mouth and anus, and gangrene occurs in the 
bitten part. These serpents are shining, and are marked with 
different circles over the body. 

The Eajtla serpent produces a dwelling, a glistering grey-colour 
of the part, and the blood is thick, accompanied with the various 
symptoms of diseased phlegm. They are distinguished by the lon- 
gitudinal lines along their bodies. 

There is a fourth kind of serpents called Nirbtsa, or serpents 
without poison. 

Should a, serpent bite a person under the sacred pijtul tree, 
near a temple, where bodies are bumti on a holy hill, on a white- 
ants nest, during the two hours in the> evening and morning when 
the sun is disappearing, where four roads meet, towards the south 
of the house, or if the person is bit on his birth-day, iii the 
temples, or in vital parts of the body, be will not recover. 

The bites are also dangerous when tlie food in the stomach is not 
digested, when the body is labouring under a bilious disease, when 
the person is fatigued and languid from heat, when tlic persou is 
affected with a discharge from the urethra ; in pregnant women, in 
old, weak, sickly, or hungry persons ; and during rainy and cloudy 
days. In these cases practitioners must be careful in undertaking 
the treatment of such patients, as they will be rarely cured. This 
will also be the case when no blood follows cutting the part, and 
when the persou is senseless so that no weals are produced by the 
strokes of a whip, or horripilation after throwing cold water on the 
body. The following symptoms are likewise unfavorable : when the 
tongue is black, the hair falls off, the nose and mouth become 
changed in their shape, the voice is altered, and the bitten part 
becomes black and red, or tetanus supervenes ; when thick mucus 
proceeds from the mouth, or when the blood is discharged from the 
month and anus, and there are the wounds of four teeth. 

The hooded snakes are quickly fatal in their effects. 

When after being bitten the person is insensible with other bad 
symptoms, as a stoppage of the throat, the body becoming blue, and 
the feet arid hands immoveable, the disease will be fatal. 

These poisons first derange the blood, producing a blackness of the 
part, and a feeling as if ants are moving upon the surface of the 
body. 

2. The poison affects the flesh, oud produces a blackness and 
swelling of different parts of the body. 

3 s 





3. It next aftects the fat. 

4. It enters the viscera and organs. 

6. The bones. 

6. The marrow and lastly semen, which is followed by death. 

Treatment of Snake bites. When the extremities are bitten 
immediately apply a tight bandage above the bitten part. This may 
be a piece of cloth, a piece of leather, the flexible bark of a tree, or 
the like ; so as to prevent the poison entering into the system. 
When a bandage cannot be so applied the bitten part is to be cut 
out. In all cases cutting out the part, sucking the wound with a 
horn, or burning the part is highly proper. When the mouth is 
used for sucking place a piece of bladder over it first, and then suck. 
Different prayers (mantras) arc to be used as the bandage is appli- 
ed ; but a scientific man should not rely on mantras^ as other means 
should be used, as antidotes, &c. to prevent the effects of the poison. 
When the poison has reached the head, the person should be bled ; 
and cold water prepared with Chandana (Sirium myrtifolium, a fra- 
grant wood), and TJs<ra (Andropogon rnuricatum, a cooling root), 
is to be used for bathing, and internally the different antidotes 
are to be given mixed with honey. If these antidotes are not at 
hand, give the black earth of ants nests, or Sirisa (Mimosa Siris), 
and Karhtiddra (black helibore) ; and avoid spirits or wines. 
Fluids that cause vomiting are of use, as the poison is thus 
removed from the system. If these means do not succeed, then 
bleed the person, and give Adda with honey and ghee. The 
errhines and collyria are likewise of use, when made of different 
antidotes. In the fourth stage give emetics, followed ly barley 
corn for food. In the fifth and sixth stages use an antiphlogistic 
treatment, and in the seventh give strong errhines, as ammonia, &c. 

The above treatment is applicable to the other, as well as to the 
hooded- snake bites ; but when the class of RdjUa serpents have 
inflicted the bite, bleed, and then give the antidotes as above men- 
tioned. When the treatment is not successful, and the person is 
insensible, make a crucial incision on the crown of the head, and 
apply to it a piece of recent flesh of an animal ; then exhibit errhines, 
make a loud noise to rouse the person, and when his senses 
return give him a strong purgative. The antidotes should be con- 
tinued for some time after the symptoms have disappeared, otherwise 
the violent symptoms will be liable to recur. 

The following are varieties of Azida^ or mixtures of antidotes for 
the cures of poisons, particularly of snakes. Take of 

Trivrit, (Convolvulus turpethum,) 

Bishald, (Aconitum ferox,) 
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Mndaka^ (Bnssia l.ntifoli(r») 

Ifaridniy (Curcuma longa,) 

Ikira IlarUlrd, (Zaiithorrhizon,) 
llakfd, (Nvmpliaa odorata,) 

Arjihitty (Tcnriinalia alata,) 

The five salts, with long-pepper, black -pepper, and ginger powder, 
are to be mixed with honey, and kept in a close vessel. They are 
to be given internally in water, and used at the same time as a colly- 
rium, and errlunc. lliis is considered ns the most efficacious 
antidote known. 

The following is an antidote for animal and vegetable poison : — 
Take of 

Biranga^ (Verbesina prostrata,) 

Pdiity (Sida lanccolaria,) 

Trifold y (the varieties of myrobalan,) 
Ajamoddy 

Ilinguy (AsafcDtida,) 

Chakrdy (Citrus decunianus,) 

Mix with black-pepper, long-pepper, dry ginger, and tlic dif- 
ferent kinds of salt, lleduce them to a powder, mix them well wdth 
honey, and keep them in the horn of a cow. This is to be shut 
with a piece of pithy and keep it so for a month. It may be used 
as an antidote for animal, vegetable, and mineral poisons. It is 
called AsitOy or never failing autido*te. 

Different other varieties of these antidotes arc given in Smhrutay 
&c. but these two are considered the most clHeacious. 

When animals are affected by animal poisons, their bodies become 
swollen, they are sluggish, and saliva proceeds from their mouths, 
with pain in the cliest. In the third stage there is pain in the head 
they cannot support : and 

4th. The body shivers, they become insensible and die. 

Birds when affected witli poison first become sluggish, senseless, 
and die. 

Poisons do not affect cats, nor the mongoose. 

JPoiaoMOfi# rats. The symptoms of different kinds of these poi- 
sons is given in the medical shdstras. When they discharge their 
semen upon any part of the body, the blood is affected, and pro- 
duces different glandular swellings, blotches, and eruptions. In 
other c a s e** erysipelas accompanied with pain, fever and fainting, 
followed by debility, loss of appetite, difficult breathing, and vomit- 
ing. In Ujese case* Sima, (Mimosa Siris.) and Kusta. (Strydinos 
Nus Vomica,) are to be Uken internally, with impure potassa made 
of the wood Fafdta. In these case* bleeding is recommended with 

3 ■ 2 
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purgatives and emetics. The parts first touched by the poison arc 
to be burned or scarified, and over the part a mixture of Sirisa 
(Mimosa Siris), Rajani (Cleomc corocana), Kitsia, (Strjchnos Nux 
Vomica), Kunkuma (Crocus sativus), and Amrita (Menispermum 
cordifolium), is to be applied. 

The Bites of Mad Bogs, 

When a dog, a jackal, a fox, a wolf, a bear, or a tiger become mad 
they foam at the mouth, which remains open, their tails hang down, 
they do not hear or see well, and saliva flows from their mouths. 
In such a state they snap and bite each other. The part that is 
bitten becomes senseless, blood flows from the wound which be- 
comes black, and the other appearances are observed, as when wound- 
ed with a poisoned arrow. The person bitten makes the same kind 
of noise and movements, as that of the animal which has bitten him. 
When such a person sees the shape of the animal which has bitten 
him either in water, or in a glass, it is an unfavourable symptom. 
It is also unfavourable when the person is afraid of water, and dreads 
either seeing or hearing it. This is called Jalatrdsa or hydropho- 
bia, the fear of water. When the person dreains of the rabid 
animal, it is unfavourable. Towards the termination of the 
disease the person is convulsed, becomes insensible, powerless, and 
dies. 

Treatment, In all cases the first part of the treatment should be 
to scarify the part, and squeeze oflt the blood, after which the part is 
to be burnt by means of hot ghee. Then apply to the wounded part 
Azida, or a mixture of antidotes, and give old ghee intcriidJy. 
Errhines are also to be given with the milk of the Ark'f, plant, 
(Calotropis gigantea.) Apply also the Sitd, Punama6d, (Triau- 
thema monogynia,) Dhatura, (Datura metel,) or the flesh of animals ; 
and Til oil, jagry, milk of Rupikd mixed and applied to the wound. 
By such means the poison may be destroyed soon after the infliction 
of the wounds. In other cases take two tolas of the following root— 
Skarajpunkhd, (Trophis aspera,) 

Bhatura, (Datura metel.) 

Let one told be mixed with flour of rice and water, and wrap up iu 
the leaves of stramonium. Boast it into cakes, and give it to 
the patient. The quantity is not stated. After taking this medicine 
other bad symptoms may occur, which may however disappear 
without any other remedies. During the treatment the patient 
should be kept in a cool situation, without any water. When the 
symptoms disappear t&e person should then bathe, and on the 
third and fifth days ttie ateve cakes are to be administered in half 
the dose given at first. He is then to take rice and milk. It is 
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recommended in these cases to act powerfully on the system by 
strong medicines, before the poison has produced its constitutional 
effects. After the infliction of the wound, and before it has pro* 
duced any constitutional effects, the free use of water in bathing is 
recommended, and the bowels are to be afterwards opened by pur- 
gatives and emetics, followed by errhines to clear the passages. 

The Poison of Insects, 

These poisons are divided into four classes, one of which derange 
the air, another the bile, a third the phlegm, and a fourth, or a 
combination of the three former symptoms. 

There are 18 insects which derange air ; as a kind of cricket 
(Urchxngar&)f the centipide (Satab6hu)» &c. 

2nd. There are 24 of the second' class which derange bile, as the 
wasp (Barati), the bee (Bhramara}^ &c. This class produce great 
heat and pain in the part wounded. 

3rd. There are 13 of this variety, #hich derange phlegm ; such 
as the bug (Kutuba), and other like insects. 

4th. There are 12 varieties of this class of insects, the bites of 
which are very dangerous, as they affect the three humors, such as 


Tungindsa, Bikilaka, &c. 

The bites of venomous insects thus produce a derangement of the 
air, bile, and phlegm of the body, and the wounds are inflamed, 
brown, red, yellow, or black, according to circumstances. They arc 
sometimes followed by fever, diarrhoea, vomiting, thirst, or a bum- 
ing sensation over the body. Sometimes there is a shivering, tire 
glands proximate swell, and patches of eruptions or erysepelas ap- 
pear over the body. 

Different kinds of flies, gnats, mosquetos, ants, &c., produce a 


painful itchiness, and swelling of the part bitten. 

SeorpioM. There are three varieties of these bites, according as 
they are mild, strong, and very strong. Those which are ^nerated 
in dunghills are not so poisonous as those generated in bncks. and 
dry places. Those generated in the putrid carcases of serpents, and 
other venomous animals, have the most violent poisons. There are 
twelve kinds of the first class, three of the second, and fifteen of 
the third, or dangerou#kind. The symptoms msemble those pr^ 
duced by the bites of serpents. The weak kinds produM pain, 
swelUng. Mowed by shivering «.d fever, with 
.tiffncM of the body. The second class produce swcMg of the 
touRue, so as to prevent swallowing, ftintin|, and much pain. 

•nie third, or most dangerous class, produce dclinum, fever, burn- 
ing of the Mj. a disclmrge of black blood from the nose, and 

rtLr parte of the body. In this case the person soon dies. 
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Treatment. In mild cases apply oil (Chakartaila) ; warm water 
prepared with Bidari, (Gmelina Asiatica,) and other sedative vegeta- 
Ides. Apply to the part a poultice made of the antidotes, the pow- 
der of turmeric, salt, long and black pepper, dry-ginger, and BirUa, 
(Mimosa Siris.) It is also recommended to apply the juice of the 
lemon, cow’s urine, with the leaves of Siriea ; or apply cow-dung 
after it has been heated. Give internally honey with ghee, or milk 
with sugar, or cold water with sugar, and different kinds of sherbats. 

Sjndere. It is stated that Biahwdmitra made BashUtha angry on 
some occasion, and the perspiration which fell from his head fell in 
drops upon the grass, and in it the spiders were generated. These 
spiders are therefore called Lutdy from being generated in grass in- 
tended for the cow. There are sixteen varieties, eight are cured with 
difficulty, and eight are incurable. The names of the first eight are 
given, and they produce head-ache, itchiness, pain, and swelling of 
the part, followed by hot fever and diarrhoea, with derangement of 
phlegm and air. The eight other varieties produce sloughing of 
the part, discharge of blood, fever, burning, looseness, and diseases 
of the three humors. The general appearance of these eruptions 
over the body, are in the form of blotches or swellings. Some of 
them are large, others are soft or red, and others black. They pass 
from one part of the body to another. The first day after the bite 
there is no change of colour in the part, which feels itchy. The 
second day the part swells, and the third the characteristic symp- 
toms of the poison develops themselves. The constitution is affected 
on the fourth day, and on the fifth and sixth all the severe symptoms 
appear. On the seventh day the person dies, when the f oison is 
strong. If the poison remains in the upper part of the stomach it 
produces diseases of phlegm and air ; and if in the stomach, the 
diseases of air and bile, when the hair falls off. Cloudy, windy, 
and cold weather increase the violence of the poison. These poisons 
produce drowsiness, languor, and pain in different parts of the body, 
and indigestion. Blotches appear over the body, the person loses 
fiesh, his hands and feet swell, followed by faintness, vomiting, 
diarrhoea, sonorous breathing, thirst, fever, spasm, and swelling of 
the abdomen (Andha) with delirium. Eaclf variety is treated in a 
particular manner according to the symptoms. It is, however, unne- 
cessary to descend to these particulars. The part shonld be cut out, 
and the actual cautery should be applied to the wound. The part 
is then to be rubbed with honey, and salt, or Azida. The person is 
also to have purgatives, and emetics administered to him ; and 
should thc.*e be much swelling, apply leeches. In all the varie- 
ties of spider-bites apply Atida to the part. 
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The red lizard produces a black tinge and grey colour, or mottled 
colour over the body. This is accompanied with delirium and 
diarrhoea. 

Frogs if seized by a serpent and escape, and bite a person, the 
person’s hair stands on end, severe pain is felt over the body, and 
the part is insensible. The part swells, and small pimples appear 
on the part, with vomiting and drowsiness. 

Fish poison produces great heat, swelling, and severe pain. 

Leeches when poisonous produce an itchiness, and swelling of the 
part, with fever and fainting. 

When poisons have been taken and the person gets well, it is 
known by his feeling well, the dilferent fluids are healthy, his appe- 
tite, urine, dejections are of the natural colour, the body has the 
natural appearance, as also the senses and mind, and they act pro- 
perly. 

Emetics for Poison, Drink goat’s milk, after the poison has 
been taken, until the person vomits ; this is to be repeated until 
it does not. produce this effect, when no more poison is present. 
Black coloured poison is never to be used as medicine. 

Weak Poisons, {Apahisha.) There are seven varieties of these 
poisons. 

Vegetable Poisons, 

Hemp, (Gdnjd or Grinjd.) The extract of hemp combined with 
opium is employed by the Hindus, for enabling them to commit fear- 
less actions. It throws them into a state of ferocious madness, when 
no crime stops, and no danger terrifies. The fanatics whom the old 
man of Ihe mountain intoxicated in this manner (Ilechiki), to pre- 
pare them to commit assassinations.* A mixture of tobacco and 
the extract of hemp, (Gdnjd pittt) acts as a poison of a very 
strong kind. For preventing these effects, ghee, the juice of the 
sugar-cane, raisins, sugar, water and honey are recomniciulcd ; after 
sour articles have been given to produce vomiting. The symptoms 
it produces are fever, insensibility, thirst, swelling of the abdomen, 
difficulty of breathing, cough, dryness of the mouth, &c. The 
mouth is to be washed with sweet, sour, and bitter suUstanccs, 
which will improve the senses, and its effects on the heart ; and 
the bad particles of the poison which get into the brain will be dis- 
charged. For doing this more effectually, as is sufjposed, inci- 
sions are sometimes made into the crown of the head, with the 
fanciful intention of discharging the pernicious smoke. Durii»g the 
cure hot articles of food are avoided, and light food and ghee, and 
the like is proper. 

* J, Hammer Mem : de TOrient. 
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Dhaiura, (Datura metel,) 

Amrita^ (Aconitum,) 

Aiphena^ (Opium,) 

Karahira root, (Nirium odorum,) 

Arka, (Calotropis gigantea,) 

LdngitU, (Gloriosa superba.) 

All these poisons are purified by being boiled in hot milk, or in 
water mixed with cow-dung for half an hour ; and the kernel of the 
seed U generally used internally, mixed with other stimulating me- 
dicines. Thus Jagpal (Croton seeds), when it has been so boiled, is 
mixed with pepper, vermilion, and other medicines. This mixture is 
g^ven in small doses in the beginning of fever. Datura is prepared 
in this same way, mixed witli other medicines and used as a nar- 
cotic and stimulant. Euphorbium (Sihunda), and the root of the 
Abrus precatorius. Oleander (Karabira), llclibore (KatakiJ, and the 
different varieties of aconitum are prepared by reducing the roots 
to small pieces, soaking them in cow’s urine, and three days before 
it is to be used removing it from the liquid ; dry it in a strong heat, 
and administer it at first in doses the size of a mustard seed, increasing 
it for seven days, and then diminish the dose. A leprous person may 
take one gunja, which is about the weight of one rati, or one and a 
half grains. When this poison has been administered in too large 
doses give goat’s milk, which will produce vomitiiig, and thus remove 
the poison from the stomach. The dried bile of fish, of goats, 
buffaloes, wild boars, and peacocks are used, and arc administered as 
stimulating medicines. These five varieties of bile are much employ- 
ed as stimulants. They arc purified by being maceratcvl in the 
juice of lemon. (These (Uftereiit poisons with Croton seeds arc the 
chief ingredients in the celebrated bis haviy or poisonous pills.) 

Vomica {Kusta, Kujnftt) is prepared by being steeped foi 
three days in conjee- water. It is then mixed with mustard oil and 
other medicines, and is used by the moderns as a powerful internal 
medicine in small doses, and as an external application for the 
cure of leprosy. 

Bitumen (Sildjatu), Petrolium {Boomutglam)^ arc got in hills in 
which gold and silver are found. It has the smell of cow’s urine, 
and is bitter, salt, and cold. It is usually mixed with different other 
medicines, is supposed to have an alterative cflcct, and may be ad- 
%'antageously used in the cure of all diseases. 

The most common manner in which it is employed is as an exter- 
nal application in rheumatic complaints, and in cases of epilepsy, 
hysteria, and palsy. See Cclsus, lib. 3, cap. 5. 

Pbisoha should be taken internally in the quantity of a mustard 



seeil for tlio first ilav, and increase it for seven days, adding the same 
()nantity caeli day. For the next seven days a quantity equal to a 
mustard seed, is to be given less each day. The third week a quan- 
tity equal to a barley-corn in size is to be adiniaistercd, and increase 
one each day for seven djiys; and the fourth week each day one 
less is to he gi\en for seven days. No more is to he given unless 
in cases ot leprosy when the size of a rati is to be given. Poison is 
to be taken with milk, it is not (o be given to terv hot-tempered 
persons, to those with deranged bile, to eiuinrhs, or to patients with 
bloody-sputa. W hen the person lias a great a])}»etite, or is verv 
thirsty ; when greatly fatigued, wlicn any of the humors (i//nift*) 
are weakened during ]n*egnancy ; in the liouso of a raj;'!, «)r when 
there is a violent quarrel with the patient and another person, 
poisons must not be used in the treatment of diseases. 

The mincTal poisons may likewiise te iiseil in a dilnied form »v. 
medicines. Such as tlic 

Rasa-varjmra, (corrosive sublimate,) 

Gaduutity (yellow orpimCnl,) 

Tffta, (snl]»liate copper, iVc.) 

The last poison is prcj>ared as a niwlicine in tli(‘ follow mg niannei 
Mix it with half its weight of sidphur, c\pos(’ it to heat for two 
hours. It may then be used in me«iicine, und it will nciilier produci' 
vomiting nor giddiness. Tlie other puison^ wlnm prepared so as to 
diminish their power, may be tMuplovcd with ailvantagc in the cure 
of inaiiy disease.s. 

The weak pommUi such as 

Akmaht, (Aschpias gigantea,) 

Segdutiui^ (Euphorbia, ) 

(Naina xevlanira,) 
nandjinf, (t’leoine [xntaphylla,) 

(Homlclctia cinerca. t 
Dcpheitn, (saliva of sev[>ei\ts.) 

AWiv, (Pontedera ^aginalIs,) 

and other sweet smelling drng>. TlK‘^e arc di\i«.Ieil aevordiug to 
their colour and form, as like animals, ear.'*, iK-c. 'I hey are mixed 
with cowl’s litter, hone\, and conjee; arc boded, or made into a 
pow'der. They are to he washed in pure water, and drietl in the sun 

None of the aho\e poisons slmiild be gi\en to a perscu under ten, 
«r nbove eighty yi'iiis ofngc. 'I'lie tciulu rs -should t.'dvB a ilo-c. so 
BS to remove the fears luui tlouhls ot the pii|>iln. 

Spirit* are a kiml of jioisoii uhii-li, wlu o liikeii in inoilemtc 
•juiuitilies, and with ♦ood. priuIiKC -^ood etV.cts being hesti.ig, 
puugent, subtile, light, piachl, and drvuis. Tliev •irl (|uii-kl,v, and 
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increase semen. When in large quantities these qualities act nui’a- 
vourably on the humors, ami instead of strengtheuiug the body 
tliey will destroy it. Spirits, like medicine, when taken in a 
jiroper manner, restore appetite and strength to the body. When 
taken with butter and rice, flesh, or other food, they increase the 
person’s life beyond the period written at the individual’s birth, by 
strengthening, and increasing the person’s health. When drank in 
large quantities it increases so much the iuterual heat, that it 
deranges the humors, and the person becomes mad. Ilis sense 
becomes deranged, and whatever be fancies to do he will not desist 
from ; as singing, telling secrets, speaking nonsense, &c. When 
spirits are not drank according to rule, it produces difi'event effects. 
There are three stages of drunkenness. In the first stage the 
person feels very happy, and strong. The energy of his body is in- 
creased, as also the acuteness of the senses, memory, appetite, and 
sleep. The person can apply to abstruse books, can play on instru- 
ments, and sing better than usual. 

2nd. After these symptoms, the mind is obscured and memory 
deficient, the person speaks and \vorks badly, and the person becomes 
like a fool. At his work his mind is not quiet, he is always lazy, 
sleepy, and is like a drunkard. 

3rd. Then he goes after women, or persons that arc respected , 
his father, mother, I'cc. ; unnatural articles are eaten, and the 
person speaks every thing, and takes no care of his body or goods. 

4th. He becomes quite foolish, and falls to the earth like ti 
piece of broken wood. He can do nothing, knows nothing, and 
lives like a dead man. Tf a good man, he can no longer perform 
good actions. 

When cooling substances arc eaten, or such food as docs not in- 
crease phlegm, as oleaginous substances, the person will not become 
so easily drunk. Habit diminishes the susce])tibility very much, .but 
becomes liable to the attacks of the most fatal diseases, with severe 
pain. He also becomes passionate, fearful, thirsty, and melanclioly. 
His body becomes covered with sores, &:c, is constipated, and he is 
fond of eating sour things, in weak persons the body becomes 
hot, and the habit so bad as to produce various diseases. 

When nothing is eaten w ith the spirit, he soon becomes dnmk, 
accompanied with the diseases produced by great grief. When the 
person is very nngry, and drinks spirit ; as also when very fearful, 
severe diseases are produced ; when very thirsty, or when there 
is great grief, or when he is very hungry aud spirits alone are 
taken. When violent exercise, as fencing, &c. is taken, or when 
fatigued with walking, spirits arc very bad ; as also when thi. 
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stomach, nrine, &c. are constipated, or when very sour 
have been taken, or what has been eaten is not digested, spirit*^ 
will produce dangerous diseases. When the peuson is weak, 
when the body is very hot from the sun, tS:e. M’lien the air is 
deranged, different substances of a beating nature maybe gi\cn 
with the spirit and salt. Spirits with emetics, are also used ; 
avoiding sour articles. All these produce severe diseases of various 
kinds. Such as Pundt^a, Panwihinda, Pumu'jtniu and Piima bUjIfra- 
ma, ill wliich the body is hot and licavy, lias no taste, and 
there is inueli cough, no a])petitc, with a eonstipaled state of the 
dejections and urine. In the body is l»ot, Ju ad ache, thirst, 

pain in the joints, swelling of the abdomen, sour lielcliiug, Xc. 

AVhen air is diseased by spirits, there is pain in the limbs, and the 
mind is deranged, hiccough, noisy breathing, head-ache, and si vimt 
pain in the side, such a ]icrson lias no 6lee[), becoming delirious. 
When bile is deranged, thirst, heat of the hoily, fever, sweating, and 
vieha arc produced. Yflicii urine is deranged, (diarrlnea), 

Abaran (no memory), and the shin become s of a green colour. In 
such cases phlegm is vomited, the ])erson las no aj>])elite, witli 
nausea, and dozing, lie has cold Ills, and (he body is hcav v. 

When the three are deranged, they produce all the sMnptoms oi 
the separate diseases, witii one named Vuin’hju, '['he secondary 
effects of ardent spirits arc Paronhuntla wah deranged phlegm, 
which is discharged from the body, and tlic month. The body fecks 
heavy, and the mouth has a bad taste with (*on^tipati{}ll, dozing, m. 
appetite, thirst, hcad-achc, and the joints arc paimd. 

Pdnurjint a, or Indigestion, is a (i>ii5e(piciue of the free use of 
spirits. The stomach swells, with modi >omiiing, tho body is Iml, 
he complains of head-ache, the tjiirit is not digest cil, and 
in all its forms are produced. 

Pdndu'hibhnnuu. Sympt.mis of deranged bile ; with paiiiofthc 
chest and body, vomiting, fever, liead-aehe, and ciiugh ; imiaiis i> 
discharged from the mouth and nose ; the tiachca feds like snu»kc 
to the person, and the body hot. In such cases none of the UMial 
food, especially of rice and articles from which s[)irils are produc ed, 
is to be given. When a person in this di‘='ease ap[»earr» U'a if drunk 
he will die of it. Wlien the mouth of such a jverson is twisted 
or otherwise unnatural, the Iwdy is cold, but is supposed by the 
person to be hot, the moiifli the colour of oil, the longue, lip«». 
teeth, of a dark colour, or bhm, and eyes yellow or led, lucvouglj, 
or fever, vomiting, or shivering, pain in the sides, cough, foigctlul- 
ness, he will not reco’^er. 

DtUui (InfUniniatioD). spwit# producing heat, dcraugc iIk- l»lo- > 

3 r i 
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and bile of the skin and produce this disease. The medicines that 
cure bile when deranged, cure this disease. The following varieties 
are described : 

1 . The first variety affects the skin. 

2. This variety affects the blood ; producing a wrinkled and dry 
state and copper colour of the skin with thirst. The smell of the 
body and mouth resembles that of blood, and the body is hot, like 
that produced by fever. 

3. When bile is deranged it is like the fever which this produces 
when deranged : and the varieties are the same. 

4. This resembles the last. The thirst is not gratified from the 
person’s foolishness, the heat of the internal and external surface of 
the body is increased. The throat, palate and lij>s are dry, and the 
tongue is thrust out of the mouth with shivering of the body. 

5. When much blood is collected in the abdomen, great heat is 
produced. 

6. When much of the elements are discharged from the body, 
a form of this disease is produced. When daha occurs the person 
swoons, is thirsty, mucus is discharged from the nose and throat, 
and he cannot work. In other cases when severe, and a ])hysiciaii 
does not see the patient, he dies. 

7. Sensible parts when wounded or bruised produce a kind of this 
disease, which is not cured, as blows on the temples. In nil the 
above forms when the interior of the body is hot, and the exterior 
is cold, the disease is always dangerous. 

Class XI. 

tSmall diseases are arranged mder the following heads, — (Cucalcs.) 

1. AjagallikA, — Small tubercidous eruptions of the form of 
peas. It occurs in children. 

2. Jahaprakhia are hard fleshy eruptions, like the grains ol 
barley. They are produced by diseased phlegm and air. 

3. dnddlaji , — Hound elevated pimples containing matter, \m- 
duced by diseased phlegm and air. 

4. Bibritit , — An eruption like the ripe fig with inflammation. 

5. Karkhtfpikd, — Five or six tumors of the shape ol’ turtles ; 
produced by diseased phlegm and air. 

1). Bahnikd^ arc tumors in the soles of the feet or palms of 
the hand, or in a joint, or in the neck, axilla, and other parts. The} 
increase by degrees, like the hills of white ants ; and are surrourided 
with painful and itchy ulcers, and aecoitipailiicil with a discharge. 

7. Indrubriddhd , — ^Tumors sorrotiudcd by small eruptions, like 
}hc inside of a water-lily. 



413 


8. (rarrUaiiAd.-— Elevations surrounded by small eruptions with 
many openings. 

9* JPdsAndgar dahhd — ^is a hard swelling below the ear, or in 
the articulation of the lower jaw. It is produced by diseased 
phlegm, and is liard, painful, and shining. 

10. Pnndst^d.— An eruption in the inside of the ear, which 
suppurates. 

11. Jalagardaha , — A slight swelling which spreads rapidly, 
without passing to suppuration. It is accompanied with a strong 
inflammatory fever. 

12. Jrebillikd . — A painful eruption over the head, accompanied 
with much pain and fever. 

13. Kakhia. — S^vellings of the glands in the axilla. 

14. Gundanamd , — Pustules over the body, like the last. 

15. Jgnihini . — A hard inflaminatoify swelling in the axilla, with 
strong fever, and other severe symptoms. It is a dangerous disease 
when not treated in the first stage. 

16. Chippa . — Ulceration destroying the nails, (see before.) 

17. Kunakha , — Discolouration of the nails, which drop off. 

18. Pdddnusoie, — Small scrofulous tumors in the feet. 

19. Bidarikd. — Large swellings in the axilla and groin. 

20. ShekArnrbuda , — Are bleeding tumors, (see before.) 

21. Cadara , — Hard swellings like the seeds of the plum in the 
soles of the feet, produced by external injuiics. 

22. Alasa. — Sores between the toes. 

23. Indralupta, — Baldness. 

24. Darunaka . — Scaley eruptions in the roots of the hairs of 

the heud. 

25. ArunsCkd , — Small pustules in the head, which discharge. 

26. Palita , — Gray hair. 

27. Mukhadus(kd.’—^m?X\ eruptions appearing in the face, at the 
time of puberty. 

28. Pud[n{kantaka.--Bxiw^ circular spots on the surface of the 
body. 

29. Jaiumani . — Black and sometimes red or white spots, in any 

part of the body. 

30. Jfawiiltf.— Blackish spots like the flgure of mtkkaldi, (a 

kind of pea.) 

3K TBakdlaAa , — Very black spots over the body. These arc 
not accompanied with pain, and are like iif seed. 

32. NgaehchAa » — Spots of grey or dark colour, sometimes cover- 
iiig most parts of tlie body. These are indolent, and without paiu. 

33. Bymiya.«-*S]naU circular spots iu the tmx. 
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KIlika . — Bluish coloured spots in the face, 

«’56. Panlmrtika * — Swelling of the prepuce, (Pliyuiosis, ser 
before.) 

37. Abapdtika * — When the prepuce turns backwards^ and swelU. 
(Paraphymosis, see before. ^ 

37. Nmidhoprokasa.--'&inc{m^ of the urethra, (se^! before.) 

38. Stricture of the anus, (see before.) 

39. Small eruptions romiil the amis, partieularK 
in children. 

40. Brisumkuchu. — Peculiar itch of the bcruiuin produceil b> 
uncleanness. 

41. Gndahhruma. — Prolapsus aiii. 

42. Shukdrddiinst valid . — Swellinirsu ith liillainination orihc skm , 

43. Grmfht . — Tumors and diseases of glands. 

44. Erysipelatous inflammation, (see before.) 



BOOK V. 


MIDWIFERY, AND DISEASES OF WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN. 


CHAPTER !. 

Treatment of women dvring pr%naney and labour. 

From the time of conception tlic TOman should be happy, she 
should remain pure, should wear ornameuts and white clothes, and the 
names of the gods, guru, and brahmans should he frerjuently repeat- 
ed and worshi|)ped. Such a female must not touch dirty^ diseased, 
or imperfectly formed individuals. Things with a bad smell, and 
every thing had, or disagreeable to the sight, are to be avoided ; she 
should avoid fasting, the use of dry articles of food, food prepared 
the day before, or putrid, or food that had been moistened. 
This last remark refers particularly to rice. The female should 
remain at home in order to avoid devils, and avoid houses in which 
the possessors have died ; or enter temples, or where bodies arc 
liurnt, or under trees. Anger also is to be avoided. She should avoid 
fatigue, venery, carrying heavy weights, sleeping in the day time, 
watcliing at night, grief, blood letting, or violent exercise, as horse 
exercise. She should live on well boiled, and easily digested food ; 
is not to speak loud, or exert liersclf as to be fatigued, wliicli 
may atfect the foetus ; should not besmear the body with oil, or tur- 
meric. Her bed sliould be soft and low. Such food is to be 
given as she wants, but it must be soft, thin, sweet, oleaginous, and 
what promotes the internal heat. Such directions are to be obser- 
ved until she is Jelivei’ed. Daring tlie three first months the food 
shotdd be very sweet, cool, and thin, as rice and milk ; the fourth 
mouth she should take curdled milk ; the filth milk ; sixth ghee ; and 
thiring the seventh month ghee with milk, prejiarcd with a decoc- 



lion ol Prtffifr/c puntpp^ &c., should be given, as it will retain the 
hetus happy, and nourish if. During the eighth month give ene* 
urns with a »l(?coction ol’ 

limlarn, (a kind of phiin,) 

Bahi, (Pavonia odorata,) 

AtiOald^ (Annona squamosa,) 

with milk, whey, oil, and ghee. By this means the bowels are 
cleared, the air will be retained in a favourable state for assist- 
ing at the delivery of the infant, and will ensure its proper position. 
After these ciienias give barley or rice, with the juice of wild ani' 
mals. 

The woman is to he removed on the 9th month to the room in 
which she is to be delivered. This is generally a temporary shed 
built for the purpose near the house, and is* afterwards destroyed. 
The removal must be on a iavourahlc day. The house in which a 
Brahman woman is to be delivered must have a white floor ; a 
Khetriija woman a rod floor ; Baishya, yellow floor ; and a Smlra, 
a floor of black earth.* The bouse is to be made of Bel wood, if 
the woman is a Brahman ; if a Khetriya, the w^ood of the sacred 
{Nyagrodha) fig cree ; the Baiehya house is to be made of the Ten* 
draka tree, and for the Sialra of the Bab/d tree. The house and cot 
are to be made of the same wood, the walls must bo clean, and the 
furniture properly arranged. The door should be either to the east 
or south, and eight cubits long by four broad. 

The approach of delivery is known by the descent of the uterus, 
and the more flaccid state of the abdomen, the breasts become 
relaxed, and pain commeu(;es in the loins, back, and inside of the 
thighs. When it is approaching, pain is felt in the sides and back, 
there is a frequent inclination to stool, and mictirition, follow'cd by a 
mucous discharge from the vagiua. She should have male children 
to surround her bed, and she should hold in her hand flowers and 
fruits of a masculine kind. Her body is to he well anointed with 
oil, and bathed in warm water, and then sour gruel is giveu iu 
large quantities to assist by its weight and quality in expelling the 
child. The bed is to be soft, with high pillows under her head, 
she is to lie on her back, her thighs are to be separated, and her 
legs bent. Four old experienced women are to attend. The}" should 
have short nails, and know the art of delivering ; and before whom 
the patient lias no shame or fear. Wlien labour has commenced, 
these women must tell the patient that her infant, like an extrane- 
ous . substance, must be expelled, and that the proper time has 
arrived. The patient must be directed to press downwards, by re- 

^ The emblems of the degree of purity of the indiviJuah 



117 


laiiiing her hrenihins; to expel the lo tus dunug the paiiH, par- 
ticularly when the pain exionds to the hiittot ks. in.ddt* of the thighs, 
abdomen, unil jieUis. \\ tin* heed ni the eliilil is uear the os- 
<xternum the nudlier must tn uilh all her Ihree to (‘\pel the eliihl. 

I he j^atieut ’tiust he earetnl iK)t to loree <h»\vnuui'*ls at au iiupro* 
per time, as iu such a ease the iulaut will he deaf and durnb, its 
ehcek hen s \Aill he crushed, atid ^he head (h formed. The child 
will aho rough, hnMthe with clifhcrdty, its liody will he dried up, 
hunip-backed, and ugly. 'Phose are the eousequeucc of the undue 
pressure. Should the (diild advance erookod it is to he turned 
straight by mAuual asrsistaiiee. 

If tlie infant he retaimal iu tlie passages an unusual time, npply 
smoke to the vagina of the skiu of black .serpents, nr {Pnn!,'fako\ 
A kind of tree. Slie should also tie some ol the root of llu* 
lln'innwpHjfljrt^ (Simllax glabra,) 

/Hfitl/d, (C'ieer arietiuum, ) or 
Suhjachillid (Sahia lanceolata,) 

round her arms and leg, to promote the e\pulsi«)n of the fictus. 

When the infant is born, a little fine sail and ghee are to hr mi.v* 
ed, and a small (piaiititv put into it> month. A mixlore of bruised 
nun loaves i .Melia a/.adiraihta), and ghee are to he ruhhed over the 
head, and a fiieec of oiled eloth put over it. Tlie lunhiliacal cord is 
to be tied with a siring, eiglit lingers breadth from the navel, and 
then divided ; and one end of the strifig is to he bound on the neck 
of the infant, to prevent evil. A little eol J water is m*\t to be thrown 
upon the face of the infant, and the farlivu* oiTers up the prescribed 
prayers, "iid a mixture of honey, ghee, Aniintd (Brornelia Ananas), 
ami the juice of the IWamhi j>laut (Uuta gravcolcns), is to be mixed 
with the powder of gold, nr.d a piece of it is to be placed in the in- 
fant’s mouth ; or these medicines are to be given with a golden spoon 
(Menu, p. 121 , ch. 2, s. 20.) The body of the infant is to be anointed 
with oil, and washed with the infusion of the bark of such trees as 
have a milky juice. In other <‘ases fragrant infusion.s are used for 
washing the infant, or water heated by the immersion of hot silver 
or gold, according to the circumstances of tlie father and state of 
the foetus. 

Should the secondiiies not be removed, the abdomen remains tense, 
swelled, and painful, and the dejections constipated. In such a state 
a finger covered with hair is to be introduced into the throat of the 
mother, so as to produce vomiting, when the sccoiidines will be ex- 
pelled. In other cases disgusting substances are given for produc- 
ing the same effect. In other cases the smoke of different articles 
are applied to the vagina, such as wild pumpkin, mustard seed, the 
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skill ol nerpents, witli sour iiiitk, ml, \o. Oflu r firiu les an- appliiMl 
totht' Tagiiia for tlio Sfiiruj purpose*, tin* root oft lie KiiJita^tanyn!^ 
(Naina zevlauica), inul alxitit- ('\acimnoM> tniuNl uitii urine, anti 
wine. These are boiled in white nnistnid or jilin-, ml is to be iidilcd. 
and the mixture is rubbed o\ev the l»elly. 

The first milk of the mother appear» about the fourth day, and 
is to be thrown away ; and as i.iuch ean he retained in the pahn 
of the hand is to he mixed with hom-v an: I idiee, and given to the 
infant at two periods. Alter this the ehild should obtain nourish- 
ment from the mother. 

After delivery t!u* i;iothcr’> body slmuld he anointed with oil 
prepared with a decuetion of UuUii (Terniinalia bellcrica), or a decoc- 
tion of such articles as remove an excess of air. Should any excess 
of air, bile, or pldcgm exist, long-peper and its root, Hasfi-pippitfi 
(Arum macroliizon), Cltihaku (Limonia pentagyua), Serinyaberu 
(Quercus lanceofolia), arc to he powdercil, mixed with water ol 
treacle, and given warm. Tor two or iliree days this is the only food 
to be given, or until the bad blood is removed ; and when it is puritied, 
give a decoction of rice and barley gruel, prepared with Betldnyandn 
(Baiihinia variegnta f) and other {limits, witli milk. This decoction is 
to be continued for three days ; then give nee with the juice of wild 
animals. This regimen is to be continued lor 1.5 days, or until the 
mother s strength is restored. After this period, she will leave the 
temporary house in which she was delivered, and return to liei 
usual o^'cupations. 

If the woman does not observe these rules of diet and regimen 
after delivery ; but lives on improper or poor food, exercises herself 
too early after delivery, exposes herself to fatigue or to changes in 
the weather, she is liable to other and dangerous diseases ; snch a> 
fever, diarrhua, dysentery, anasarca ; and in other cases to pain, cos- 
tiveness, weakness, dispepsia and all discuses produced by deranged air 
and phlegm. These diseases after parturition are called Sutikd-^*ogUt 
and are cured with much difticulty, or when the woman is weak they 
are incurable. These are likewise produced by grief, and when they 
have occurred, they are to be treated according to the custom, 
nature, place, and age of the patient ; and when judiciously treated, 
she may be cured. 

After delivery the body is dry, if hot things are given, and bad 
blood remains, and is collected by the air in the uterus, it produces 
awelting in the utnbilincus, sides, and in, and above the bladder , 
with great pain in tue pelvis, head, and breast, as if these parts were 
pierced with needles. In other cases it stops the urine, and is accont- 
pauied with fever, pain over the body, thirst, shivering, heaviness, 
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and causes swelling of the abiloinen and dyse iterv. This disease 
resembles Makalak, 

Certain decoctions* such as Hintfara (JSida cordifolia) arc given for 
the cure of this disease, as also the powder oi iiitre, with warm 
water, and ghee. I’uwdcred long-pepper, and uiher siu h articles, 
with wine, are also given. 

These arc the complicated and dangenms disease s of the puer- 
peral state, which are less marked among tin* weak Asiatics, and do 
not require those prompt and energetic nieasmcs ko necessary when 
the Kuropcan female is the subject of these diseast's. 

Ti'pufinvid of thr hifuti 

The infant is to he co\ered with silk clolii, and the Ixd should 
he properly made, and of soft materials. It is lo be fanned 
with the branch of a Xitipihf tree, is to ha\e I he oiled clotli 
daily applied to its head and face, iiud always kejit in the room 
with the mother. Tlie room is to he smoked with a mixture 
of several sweet-scented gums and woods, accompanied with a 
suitable prayer. White mustard seed is to he thrown round the 
child to prevent the approach of evil spirits, and such charms are to 
he applied to the neck, head, arms, and legs ns will prevent their 
approach. Linseed and mustard seed are also to he sprinkled over 
and around the infant for the same purpose. After ten days the fa- 
ther and mother, with the prescribed ceremonies, are to name the 
child according to their pleasure, or the star which is in the ascend- 
ance at the time of birth. During this time the parents are to 
remain \ ure and happy. 

Wet Nurse, The nurse should have a perfect body, of a yellow- 
ish tinge, be neither long nor short, neither lean nor fat, of a mid- 
dle age, without disease ; of a good temper, of a stayed good dispo- 
sition, and without covetousness. The milk should be good and 
flow easily from the nipple, which should not be long, not too large, 
nor too small, nor the marnniw large. If good the milk will be 
cold, clean, white, like a white shell, should mix with water without 
bubbles of air, and should not be glutinous. 

When the woman is very Imugry, is grieved, fatigued, has l)ail 
humors, is again pregnant, is feverish, very thin, or very stout, 
and eats roasted things and unhealthy mixtures ; or when the nip- 
ples are not long, and the mauimsc largo and pendulous, the milk 
will not be so good. 

The nurse should have pleasure in children, if not, tin* milk wifi 
dry up soon. She should not work at alow occupation, aud shotdd 
})e of a good family. The more of these qualities the nurse possesses 
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the better. A fortunate clay is to be found out upon which the infant 
is first to get the breast. Before this is done the nurse is to bathe^ 
and have new clothes given to her. She is then to sit down with 
her face towards the east, with the child’s to the north. Then the 
right mammae is to be washed, and a little milk removed. If the 
breast is given the child without this precaution the milk produces 
difficulty of breathing, coughing, and vomiting. 

This is to he avoided, and tlie next milk given with a prayer, for 
an abundance of good milk, winch will afford strength, and health 
to the infant, like that of the gods. If these directions are not 
observed, and the milk of different nurses given, diseases will be 
produced in the child. The nurse must avoid heavy things, must 
eat her food at regular intervals, and avoid whatever will derange 
air, bile, or phlegm ; as this will render the milk had, and produce 
diseases in the infant. She also should avoid had mixtures and 
situations, such as auger, grief and care, as hy these means the 
milk is diminished and rendercil unliealthy. To increase the milk 
she should he encouraged, and made happy. For this purpose she 
should live on nourishing and easily digested food, such as barley, 
flour, rice, the broths of animals, fish and good vegetables. 

If a nurse uses had food, her milk is affected, and pro* 
duces pain and derangement in the humors of the inAuit. A 
good physician should observe the signs of all such disease> 
The infant, if pained in a ]mrt, will touch it fre(|iiuitl\, mid w 
it is pressed it will cry. If llie head he diseased, tlie iufaut 
will keep his eyes closed, and he will not he able to support 
the head. If the bladder he diseased the unuo uill be supjircssed 
with pain, thirst, and faintness. If the urine and dejections are 
discoloured, the colour of the body is unnatural, with vomiting and 
swelling of the abdomen. When the air is aecompauied with noise 
in the intestines and crying, the whole ho»ly is affeeted. In sucli 
cases give soft and mild medicines, with the milk of the mother or 
nurse. The medicine which will soon cure deranged air, bile, and 
phlegm is to be used. If milk is given alone to the infant, any medi- 
cine that may be required to be given during this lime must like- 
wise be given to the nurse. 

If the infant lives on milk and rice, the nurse is to take medicine 
at the same time ; but should the child live on rice alone, medicine 
is not to be given to the nurse when the child is diseased. If up- 
wards of one month old, and the child live on milk, a pincli of 
medicine is only to be given ; if it live on milk and rice, the dose 
of medicine is to be of the size of a stone of a plumb. If only ricr. 
the size of u plumb is to be given* 



If the child lives on milk, the medicine is to be formed into a 
paste, and applied to the mother’s nipple. If surh a child is affect- 
ed with feter from diseased air, milk is alone to be used for several 
days. To give ghee on the first day is improper. When fever 
accompanied with thirst is present, the mother’s milk is not to he 
given. Vomiting and purging are improper in such eases, unless 
when the symptoms are very severe. If the abdomen is swelled at 
the navel, with pain, medicines to cure air will be j)roj)er; such as 
anointing the part with oil or ghee, uud proper fomentations. If 
near the anus, and suppuration occurs from diseased bile, the anti- 
phlogistic treatment is to he used. Such as tlu* external and inter- 
nal use of the sulphurate of antimony. 

The child is to be moved about gentlx , tin* e\j)ve.ssion of loud 
noises is to be avoided, and he is not suddenly to he awoke, nor be 
moved quickly, as it will derange the humors, lie is not always to 
be kept sitting, lest his back becomes humped, on which account 
he is to be moved about, and pleased by every means. Avoid ex- 
posing the child to wind, to the sun, or to lightning, lie is not to 
be placed under trees, especially when creepers arc upon them, in 
empty or bad house?, and in low places. Shadows of liouses arc 
very bad, and the glare of lamps is to be avoided ; as also bad things 
of the same kind. The parents must avoid the influeiic(? of planets, 
of demons, by the usual ceremonies and customs. Unclean places, 
elevated or unequal situations, or when there is much heat, wind, 
dust, smoke, and water arc to be avoided. 

If the mother or nurse’s milk is not good, use goat’s milk ; or if 
not to be got, cow’s milk ; but do not give much at a time. Al six 
months give light and good rice, with the usual ceremonies, and the 
child must be kept clean. When epidemic diseases rage in a 
place, remove to another, but be careful to avoid places liaunted by 
bad spirits. 

If any kind of devils enter the child, it will he sorrowful and 
fearful, and always crying, and is sometimes senseless. The nails 
and teeth are used in snatching, biting, and grinding his teeth. 
He is always gaping, and the eye-brows move upwards and down- 
wards, and the eye is directed upwards. lie foams from the mouth, 
and bites bis lips. What is eaten passes undigested, hr breathes 
with difficulty, has no sleep at night, and is weak. The surface i>i‘ 
the liody remains flabby, and the smell of the body is like that of 
the feet, of the musk-rat, or bugs. Sometimes he takes the milk 
of the nurse, and at other times it is not wanted, (the particulars of 
these diseases will be stated afterwards.) 

When the child’s strength and intelligence have increased, abuu« 
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the fifth year, his studies must be commeuced, and will be regula* 
ted according to his caste and condition. The marriage state should 
not be coiisiiminated before the twelfth year in the female, and 
iwenty-tifth year of the male. If a male before the twenty-fifth 
year has a child with a woman before the sixteenth year, the oif< 
spring will die iu the uterus ; or if it is boru alive, it will not live 
long, or if it lives, the mental as well as bodily organs will be defec- 
tive. Connection is to be avoided with very old or young males or 
females, or those who labour under chronic diseases. 


OIlAFrEll 11. 

Means of preventing abortion. 

Abortion is threatened when there is severe pain in the uterus, 
loins, groin and bladder, and blood is discharged from the vagina. 
In such cases the effusion of cold water and cold bathing is to be 
used, and cooling things are to be applied to the surface of the 
body. Internally milk and ghee, prepared with the class of medi- 
cine called Geboneo are useful ; or that which preserves life. If the 
movement of the infant be considerable, exhibit milk prepared 
with UtpolML If the pain is severe, with a discharge of blood, 
costiveness and retention of urine, or the displacement of the 
foetus, give oleaginous medicines internally, and apply them exter- 
nally. If the pain is very severe take milk prepared wi*^h the 
decoction of 

Mahasia^ (Jessaminum pubescens,) 

Kudrosia, (Paspalum scrobiculatum,) 

Moduko, (Phaseolus mungo,) 

Sodonstrd, (Tribulus terrestris,) and 
Kantikdri, (Solanum jacquini,) 

Mix with sugar and honey. If there be retention of urine, give, milk 
prepared with diuretic decoctions, if the costiveness is severe give 
asafoetida, Saubureehulld (a kind of salt), bach (orris root), prepared 
with milk. If there is much discharge of blood give the following 
mixtures : 

Kostfigdrukd, (Corchorus capsularis,) 

Somongdt (Triticum aestivum,) 

Ddtuk(, (Audropogon,) 

Nahamdi^a^ (Webera tetrandra,) 

Guer&a^ Lenoooephala graminifolia,) 



^'^ort/ara$o, (liiassica rapu N 
liastut/fDirty (sul])hurate ot‘ aiitimoiix j 
mix these v\ith honey. In otlicr rases a nhxtjtre of 
medicines is ^^ivc‘n, the antiphlnpstie diet and Treatment follow 
ed» and a piece of elotli soake<l in astringent det'oetions is tu 
he stnifed into the vagina. If abortion is thus prexented, the 
female is afterwards to live on a striei diet, eon-.! sting of iiolK 
prepared vdlli ti decoction of Vramhant (tig). Uolled rice aiid 
barley, Avithont salt or ghee, is also to he givcji. 11‘ lliere hi* 
inneli Yiaiu in the belly give old jagry with other eanninaiives. 
Sonietinies by deranged air the lirtus is retained more than ten 
months, which will destroy it. In such cases the mother should 
have nourishing food and oleaginous medicines, such as hrotlis 
made of the flesh of Vihrum (a bird), v'ith ghee aiul rice, in 
like manner tlie mother should csgercise herself, particularly in 
raising and lowering her head and body, as in hnmming, \.c., ami 
should ride over a place which has iaequalities on its surface. If 
the air dries up the fa*tus, the belly does not enlarge, and the 
foetus moves little about. In such cases strengthening broths, and 
other food with milk is to be used. Sometimes the fruit of the 
conception is removed by the influence of devils. In such cases tin 
symptoms of pregnancy suddenly disappear. 

Fowl ffuriny the d'ljf event months of Vfevo Gestation. 

The food the mother should be regulated so as to prcvi ni 
abortiqr^* Hiring the 1st month give 

Jastimadhn\ (liquorice,) 
the seed of the teak tree, 

Saha poisa, (Centaurea muschata I ) or 
Kirhdkoli, (Cucurnis utilissimus,) and 
i^nlddrVy (Phyllantlius ramnoidcs. t 
in a decoction with milk. 

2nd month. Asaniaha, (Tcrrniualia alata,) 

TilUy (Momordica monodeljihaj 
V'qmUy (Ficus religiosa,) 

TammumbuHy (Tarnarindus liidicum,) and 
SuUufvriy (Nelunibium spcciosuHN) 
in a decoctiop prepared with milk. 

3rd momH. Herkddunh (Asclejiias rosea,) 

Kirhdholiy (Cucumis utilissimus, \ 

Amntdy ( Justicia adhatoda,) 
as before, with railk« 

4th month. Anant*h (Justicia adhaiocla,) 



Slfmdtd, (Sarcosterna vitniuialis,) 

, HtU/ifid, (Dolirhos sinensis,) 

Padd, (Xeluinbium speciosuni, ) 

MathdiU, (Bassia latitblia,) 

above. 

.»th month. Berutiy (Volkamerea inform nnt a,) 

Knnti/idn\ (Solanum jacqnini,) 

Ktisuftriy (Enonymus tingens,) 

Kln'ftfnu/y (Bntea froiulosa,) 

( the routs and bark of ban van, or Ooi tree) prepared with ghee and milk . 

(ith month, netoctioii of 
Pnatapiinu ? 

Baddy (Pavonia odornta,) 

Signty (Hyperanthera moringa,) with milk. 

7th montli. Siringdtakah, (Quercus lanceofolia,) 

Minuluy (Erythrina suberosa,) 

Drdlt'shgay (grapes,) 

Kaseruy (Enonymus tingens,) 

Maduka, (liquorice,) 

and sugar mix, and prepare the decoction with milk. 

Should abortion threaten, more milk is to be added to the medicines. 

Hth mouth. Kapittahy (Dolichos pruriens,) 

Birdtiy (Volkameria infortunata, ) 

BaUuy (Pavonia odorata,) 

PatalOy (Trichosaiithcs laciniosa,) 

Ikkhify (Sacchariim officinale,) and 
Kantikdrikd (Solamim jacquini.) 

The roots of these medicines are to be boiled, and used with milk . 

9th month. Liquorice, 

Anantdy (Justicia adhatodn,) 

KlrkdkoUy (Cucumis utilisamus,) 

Sddibdy (Rosa glandulifera,) 
are to be given in the form of a decoction with milk. 

10th month. jMilk with dry ginger and Kirkdkolt arc to be 
boiled together. If pain is felt in the stomach take dry ginger. 
Jaitimadhu (liquorice), which are to be boiled together. By these 
medicines pain will be prevented and removed, and the child will 
be nourished. 

If the woman becomes pregnant six yeai*s after the first preg- 
nancy, the second infant will live a short time. If severe and dan- 
gerous disease occur during pregnancy, mild medidnes mixed in 
sweet an^ sour vehicles are to be given ; with soft, digestable, and 
nourishiiig food, as rice, milk, &c. If emetics or ptirgatives are 



.ajuiml, them of' tin* mihUsi desci IjHioih At tiir nhiim- tinu* 
fiiiMliciius aiv to he .u;i\(ni, when the air. !nl(\ rani phlejrni niv »h 
raiijjjecL Tlie inedieines as \v(‘ll us (he fnoi! sliuuM l»e iriven weak. 
|j«i*tic*ularly (he Ibviner. 

i lu* followino’ lour niixture*^ are t(» l)e given to tlie iutant (o im rcnsc 
his hoiliJy strengtli and nndcrstandinjr 

1st. Take gold well jiowdercd,* 
tivsta root ditto, 

Baoh root ditto, 

i'n\ and oi\o with honey am! ghee. 

Lhid. Take 

Mmhakliliu, (PterosjHH'inuin suheriloiia. ) 

Sftakaptt^pt^ (Vinca parxillora,) 

:uid powdered gold. f..et them he mixed with honey uni glnv. 

trd. Take 

Ji'f.aptKihpo. ((’alotrftpis giiianlon,) 

Bnf*h, (Iris gennauieft,) 

and powdered gold. Lot (hem he mixed v. u!) hoiuy and iia** 

‘Mil. Take ol' 

hiitfaftt, (lledycliium grat ih A 
(Anethum ''owaj 
Iho'fjd, (.\ rondo l>engale^J^l^,) 

.»nd ])owdered gold, mix and take A'ilh gl;e<' .ind hone\ . 

(*ytn}f Ht 4tl Pitri m tl mn^ f \fnrlm{itjrhhf> i 

Is dr ide<l into 

1 . A /A/ or Hr*‘i‘rh pr<*\t»ftfffh{in>‘ 

2 Pftf/t/Jufrft wlnni a hand. loot, or head present . and tdie hod) 
o lixed. 

;h lixpika IS witen om- hand presents uiili the head 

1. Partfiha, when tlie iiifant's body lie.s rrnnsM*i*se. 

In some nianuborlpts it is stated that this is not a proper division 
of (he different present alioii'.. There are many other kinds, soine- 
limes the Iiands present, sometimes the knees, sometimes one knee, 
in other eases tlie knee and side of the body, sometimes the side 
and hack of the body, sonietinies the two hands and the head, and 
'sometimes the fodii.s is situated acro.ss the month of the uterus, lu 
some eases tli(‘ mouth, sometimes the anus presents, which are 
jlwpys dangerous, lii other cases when the w’oman beeomes sense- 
less, is affected with nervous diseas<*s, and there is a euntnieliun, 
a* anv disease of the vagina or uterus, parturition is always dit* 
fienlt ami dangerous. 



fho tcRtus may die in the uterus, by ^reat grief or other passions , 
by injuries of the abdomen, by eating very t»ot things, or by dis- 
eases of tin* child. Such causes will luitiirally sepamte, and thus 
destroy the child, as worms and storms destroy the fruits of trees. 

When this takes place the signs arc the cessasiua of the movements 
of the child, the absence of the peculiar pains of labour, the livid 
colour ot the face, the fa^tid smell of the breath, and pain in the 
vagina. When abortion takes place within the four first months, 
when it has received a soul, it is cfi]\Q{)iGai*bhahichyittl ; should it 
occur alter this })eriod, when the parts are all perfect, it is called 
Garbhajidta 

When air is deranged in the abdomen cr vagina, severe pain is ex- 
perienced, and it produces Mutnikrichchhrat (Strangury.) Monsters 
are j»rodueed by the sinful actions of tlie parents, and twins arc pro * 
duced by the air in the uterus. 

Under ordinary circumstances, parturition is promoted by the 
action of the air, but when the air is deriiugcd it produces unnatu- 
ral presentations, and unusual parts of the child prcscMit, and it is 
impeded in its birth. When a prominent blue vein appears upon 
the abdomen of the mother, or when the body is very cold, and the 
mother is without shame, the fentus will die. Both mother and 
child will die, when she is attacked during utero- gestation with a 
bad disease. 

When the child dies from any cause, or delivery cannot be accom- 
plished by the ordinary means, the woman is always to be consider- 
ed to be in a most dangerous state. The womairs protector, whether 
a husband or father, and the rwja of the place is to he told the state 
she is in, and that the only hope the practitioner can hohl out to 
Njive the mother’s life, or give a chance to the infant being preserved, 
is the performance of a difficult and dangerous operation : as it is 
}»orformed on an internal organ, in which the position of the child 
K liable to change, and is in the dark. 

There are tlirecf cases whicli may impede delivery : 

Ut . By a deformity of the head. 

Jnd. By the shoulders presenting. 

.Jrd. By the thighs presenting. 

Should the infaut be alive iii the abdomen, the mother should tiy 
ro expel it herself. If she cannot do that, prayers arc to be rqieat- 
cd over some water which the woman is to drink> calling on the 
gods to produce natural delivery. As this prayer is pronounced, 
Htid the water drank, the various medicines for fadlitatingthe expiiU 
sioii of the child are to be given, while she lies on her hack, witli 
her legs bent, ami the loins somcwliat elevatwl. The hand of the 



practitioner is to be w<‘ll c*overofl wiih "hcc, and introduced into the 
vagina, and thus remove the infant. Should the thigh present, the 
feets are to l>c brought straight together by the hand introduced into 
the uterus, and the infant th^l^ extracted. 

If the breach presents it to he pu>he(I upwards with the hand.s, 
and the legs extracted first. If the bvins i:* transverse the loner 
part is to be pressed up, and tlie uppv r is (u be brought down, and 
thus delivered. Slioubl the snie of the bod\ or shoulder preacut, 
they are to be pushed upward, and tiie head is first to be deliicred. 
If both hands present, push them upwards, and bring the bead 
towards the vagina. The two last operations are performed wit.ii 
much difficulty. If it cauuot be thns^ removed, the kifne is to Uv 
used. If the hand cannot be so entployed, the body of the inlani is 
to be divided, and thus removed in pieces ; but this is iie\ cr to he dom 
when the infant is alive, as by this operation botli will be killed. 

When a pregnant woman, near the full time, is suddenly killcil as 
a goat is killed before the altar, and should the child move in the 
uterus, an incision is to be made in the abdomen, and the infant 
removed.* 

If the dead cliild cannot be removed tlie knife is to lie used. 
The woman is to be encouraged with hope by kind language, and 
the MundaUgrd (or Ungli Shdstra, see jilnte) knife is to be intro- 
duced through the vagina, the head is first to be dixided, and 
the bones are to be separated and removed, A hook is to be fi.xed 
in the orbit or cheeks, and it is to be extracted. Then the book is 
to be fixed in the breast, belly, or axilla, and the cbilfl is to be 
thus removed. If the infant be dead, and tlic shoulders present first, 
divide them at the shoulder-joint, and then deliver. When the ab- 
domen of the fcEtus is much swelled divide it, remove the intestines, 
and extract. If the brcccli presents, divide the bones of the pelvic 
and extract. In this manner any p.art which impedes labour is to 
be divided, and removed, so as to save the inotiier. For tin,, jair- 
pose much care is required. As soon as the fu'tus is known to he 
dead, a skilful practitioner will lose no time in comi»letiii,? (IcIimt.v. 
as the woman will die very soon if the dead Artiis is left m (he nie- 


• One of my Pandits informed me, that in a case that came under h.« 
rtbserviUioo. in which delivery could not he aceomi.l.siieii. and the cliil- 
was alive, the physician told the hushand that uuless an oiHirat.on was 
ho J would die. It was referral to the wmnan w -o 
hentHsm answered, do not mind me, save the life of m) rlnln I h 
operation was perfonne.1, the wound in the ahd< men sewed up, and both 
child and mother reemwed- 
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A ])ointcil instrument shonld not be employed in performing 
Mils operation, as it is liable to wound the mother. 

If the secoudines do not come away, they are to be removed, by 
manual assistance. The abdomen is to be gently pressed on each 
.side, and the patient is to be shaken by a strong person seizing her 
behind, after oil lias been applied to the passages. 

When the fmtus and secondines have been removed the woman 
is to have tepid water thrown over the body, and it is then to be 
anointed with oil, and a piece of cloth dipped in oil is to be ajiplied 
to the external parts, which will' diminish the aftcT-paiiis, and 
keep the parts shut. After this give the mother the follovxhig mix- 
tures to dimhiish the after-pains, and to disperse the bad hiuiioi> 
collected in the part. A mixture of long-pepper, and its root, 
dry- ginger, asaftetida, cardamuni seeds, 

Uyuffhn^ (Ticiis indicaj 
*1atv:hn, (llcd}sarum alhagi.) 

Bach, (Iris ( rerrnanica,) 

.itlbmha, (Annona sipiamosa,) 

Ramuy (Dolichos sinensis,) and 
Chaba, (Cieer arictinmn,) 

which IS to be given in powder with ghee, as a decoction or as a paste. 
This is to be repeated iluily for three, ti\e, or seven days, necord 
mg to circumstances. Mild tinctures ami nines arc to be givem at 
night. If any other disease appears at this period, the iioual treat- 
ment is to he followed. The parts are to lie washed with a decoc- 
tion of 

6VW,vw, (Achy ran thes asjiora,) and 
Kaknbu, (Diospyros melanoxylon.) 

'riu! body must be kept perfectly clean. JShe slioi.«d live on ligiM 
milk food, and use daily warm oleaginou.s frictions, with the hand. 
Nuitktous prepared oils are used after ]»arluntion, till four months 
after. The patient should avoid auger, use milk with medicines 
which diminish air, fer ten days- She may then take broths. If 
the strength and appearance of the body is completely restored, she 
is to return in four months to. her usual diet. 

Unteast's of the Mammae 

^^’hen air, bile, and phlegm are deranged, and fail on these parts, 
whether there be milk or not, they derange the Hesh and blood, amj 
produce diilerent diseases of the mammm. There are five forms ol‘ 
these* diseases, one of which is produced by each of the diseased 
huimirs, and another I y their combination. • Tlic symptoms and 
iK'atiiient of all these lorms of diseases resemble other iuflammn- 
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lions ; except Bidurdi or a kind of large abscess of the maiimiir, 
which sometimes occurs. 

raneties of Milk. 

AVheii the woman eats flesh, or other heavy food, it deranges the 
air, bile, and phlegm ; and acting ou the milk, produces various 
kinds of diseases in the infant. When milk is deranged by air, it is 
sour, astringent, and docs not mix with water. When bile deranges 
it, it is of a yellow colour, bitter or sour, of a saltish ta^te, and it 
is thick, sinks in water, and is like mucilage when the phlegm is 
deranged. When two or three arc deranged their iiulividunl n))pear- 
ances are found. 

Good Milk , — Mixes in water, is of a grey colour, like white smoke, 
is sweet to the taste, and has no sediment. Siudi are the quulitic't 
of Jiealthy and nourishing milk. 


CliArTER III. 

iJiiteases of hfantSy ( Unlaroya.) 

The diseases of infants are supposed to he produced — 

1st. By derangement in the air, bile, and phlegm. If the child 
sucks the mother's milk, affected by deranged air, ho becomes aflect 
ed with the diseases of air. Ilis voice is changed, l)is body emaci- 
ated, bow'els costive, and the secretion of urine is diminished. 

The diseased bile affecting the milk produces a .shining appear 
aiices of the body of the infant, as if it was smeared with oil. The 
body is covered with persfiiration, it feels hot, the child has great 
thirst, with looseness, and the body becomes of a yellow colour. 

When the diseased phlegm affects the milk it increases the saliva 
of the infant, with the symptoms produced by diseased phlegm. 
He is drowsy, the mouth and eyes swell, with sicknes.s and wmiiting. 

When two of these diseased states act on the rnilk, they prodiicc 
the symptoms of the combination. When three are so diseased the 
three classes of symptoms arc present at the same time. It is onl> 
by the degree of crying (5f the infant, that the kind and severity (d 
pain is known. 

An infant should have an aperient mixture once a month, in onlei 
to keep the bowels clear ; and prevent his being affected with diar- 
rlnca. Indeed, almost all di.seases are produced by constipation. 

A child sick within the month of his birth, is to Jiavc honey, 
milk, sugar and gbcc mixed, and put on a piece of rolled cloth like 
a candle, which hers to be allowed to sick. Tlie dose must In 
increased according to the tcniper. growth, and cuiislitulion of the 



rhild, until he is a year old. From I lu 16 years (he aboie wilt 
answer ; and other medicines, of a stronger description should be 
employed according to the constitution, and nature of the sickness. 

Errhincs should not be given to a child under seven years, smok- 
ing under twelve years, medicinal waters to clean the mouth until 
the child has passed his fifth year, nor a brush to clean his teeth 
before his twelfth year. 

Purulent Ophthahnia of hifanU^ (Kukiumka.) 

Bad milk produces disease of the eyelids, which, with the neigh ^ 
bouring parts, arc very itchy ; tears flow copiously, the eyes arc very 
sensible to light, and they cannot open their eyelids. 

Marusmue, ( Purigarbhika.) 

When a pregnant woman continues to give suck to a child, it pro- 
duces cough, bad appetite, vomiting, drowsiness, and emaciation. 
The child loses its vivacity, and the abdomen sw'clls. In this case 
the milk is to be changed, and tonics are to be given. When phlegm 
is diseased in the soft palate small pointed elevations form there, by 
which the fontanell becomes depressed, the soft palate is destroyed, 
the child cannot suck, and there is a dithcully iu swallowing, great 
thirst, and pain in the throat and mouth, tic cannot sit uj), and 
he vomits. This disease is called Tuhikantaka, In this case the 
mother’s milk is not wanted, and very tl»in food is to be given in 
very small quantities, when the child is thirsty, (/hildron aresuh 
ject to erysepelas, which is always a most dangerous disease, and 
requires much attention and care. 

In other cases the temples swell, like the leaf of a water-lily, and 
descends to the breast. It is produced by a disease of the air, 
bile, and phlegm. In other cases it commences in the thora.\ or 
abdomen, and descends to the anus. Other diseases, of the class of 
small diseases, are produced. Fever, and other diseases of adults 
may occur in infants, and the medicines to be administered must 
be varied by the experienced practitioner according to the circum- 
stances of each case. 

Diseases produced by Devils, 

These diseases arc numerous, ns they not only enabled the 
practitioner to account for various and unusal forms of diseases, 
which they did not understand, but also afforded a favourable 
opportunity for the brahmans to reap a rich harvest from the 
ignorant people. 1 hai e before given a full account of these devils, 
from its forming sucl a curious chapter of the history of me- 
dicine. Infants are sup> osed to be liable to be affected by nine kinds 
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of spirits or devils, which may assume various forms at will. Thej 
are produced from the mother, or the nurse having committed cer- 
tain improprieties, by which the devil enters their bodies, in order to 
amuse himself. When a devil distresses an infant, it becomes depress- 
ed in spirits, and starts from fear, 'fhe eyes of the child swell, he 
cries, his fingers are contracted, and at other times he tears his body 
and clothes with his nails, and bites with his teeth, both himself and 
nurse. The child turns his face to one side, and moves about 
his eyes ; grinds his teeth together, makes a noise like a person 
who cannot speak from the severity of the disease, and he frequently 
yawns. His eyelids and eyebrows are in continual movement, and 
the two foreteeth and lips remain shut, and foam proceeds from 
thi mouth. The child becomes thinner, cannot sleep, his eyes 
swell, has frequent motions, and an unnatural noise proceeds from 
the throat. The smell of the body reie|ibles that of blood, or flesh ; 
and the child will not take his usual food. These are the usual 
symptoms indicating the presence of a devih 


THE END. 



